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This High Victorian Italianate house was built in the 1870's. 1Its
first known owner was John Hart Whorton, a wealthy Appleton lumberman
and banker. The Whorton house is a two-and-one-half story house with

‘a three-story tower. Constructed of cream—-colored brick it is decorated

with carved wood details. The front facade is asymmetricdl. On one side
of this facade is a two-story bay with a heavily corniced gable. There
is a round attic window decorated with prominent stone keystones and
raised bricks. The cornice is supported by elaborately carved wooden
brackets. On the other side of the facade is a three-story bay, the
third beipg a square tower with a flat roof visually supported by wooden
brackets. Across the front -of the house is a one-story porch supported
by six wooden columns. The roof above overhangs and is decorated with
dentils. Above there is a balustrade marked by posts topped with orna-
mental finials. The house has a wide variety of fenestration. The main
entrance is through arched double doors. There are paired stilted arch
windows to one side of the door and a single stilted arch window on the
other side, all ornamented with hoodmolds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Hart Whorton house was the home of one of Appleton's most
influential businessmen and entrepreneurs. Whorton was born in

New Brunswick in 1824. He had little formal schooling, having worked
wity‘his father as a lumberer from an early age. He settled with his
br&ther]fn.Wisconsin in 1855, and purchased land for timber. Later

he constructed a saw mill which he and his brother operated until they
‘had opened a_larger mill near Grand Rapids in Wood County. In 1881
Whorton was 'an organizer of the Commercial National Bank of Appleton
which he served first as vice-president and then as president. Whorton
was also an important figure in the Ravine Paper Company and in the Fox
River Paper Company. He was a trustee of Lawrence College, an important
figure in the Methodist Church in Appleton, and a staunch Republican who
had been a major supporter of Abraham Lincoln in his first presidential
campaign.

Whorton's house is indicative of the wealth and position of its owner.
It is finely designed and decorated with High Victorian elaboration.
The variety of the decoration, the fine lines, and the beautiful de-
tailing of the Whorton house make it one of the finest High Victorian
houses in Appleton.
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