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Site \urr.ber. 

District Name 

Map Reference 52

Identification
1. Site Name WEBER House
2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

6. 

7.

8.

vniageTown/oty Guttenberg Town<:hin
Street Address 822 South

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Name

Use: Prp^pnt

Urban: 
Rural:

15
Minnie

822 South

River Park Drive
G

subdivision 
township

fi^S 8?0 .- Ipasting Uw/w/ , uc.\j nnrthmg

FreTdlein
River Park Drive

(Street address) (City)

Residence ori

Jefferson rnimty Clay ton

27
block 
range

i 737 590tj/J/jJ-'U • Arrpagp

Guttenberq
(State)

ipinai Residence

3,4
parcel 
section

-1 Acre

Iowa

subparcel 
V, section of W veclion

i

52052
(Zip)

Description
9. Date of

10. Building Type:
O single-family duelling Q) industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls:)£)$ clapboard fj stone

D other __________________

Q other institutional 
Q public

brick fj board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking joints)Q3 wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
XK_ masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

D other__________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent XK] good Q fair Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: £X or '8' na ' site Q moved—if so, when?.
Notes on alterations, additions (^-i'h dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Properly: 
XfQ other __ Snrnmpr kJt.rhpn

16. Is the building endangered? X2S no dyes — if so, why?

barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house O garage D privy

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up f~l commercial 

Q industrial X2 residential FJ other _____________________________________________________________

18. Map

Î «•

\

19. Photo 
RolL Framp I____View



OlCrnil.lCQ.nCe (Indlcau- ^mm^ of information for a!! statements) 

20. Architectural M^nificance

QQ a- Key structure Individually may qualify for the National Register

. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible/intrusion

A very early brick residence, one and a half story, in "T" shape with a single 
story wrap-around porch enclosing the base of the "T". A vaulted stone basement 
lies under this part of the house. A two-story frame kitchen was added to the 
north after 1900. Two fireplaces have been sealed off. A summer kitchen and 
shed are also on the property.

21. Historical Significance Themp(<) "SettTeme.nt-0' "Ohter Local Themes"_________

g£i. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

L^'b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/Intrusion

The owner dates the house to c. 1856-62. Dr. Weber*, a German surgeon, came to 
Guttenberg and built this house and planted gardens around it. He had left his 
homeland when the woman he loved married another man. Upon learning of the death 
of her husband, Weber returned to Germany and married the widow. The house was - - 
subsequently owned or occupied by the Henry Freidlein family, Joseph Zimmerman (lumber 
mill owner, left c. 1900 for Tampa, Fla.), Thomas Ives (partner to Zimmerman). 
Freidleins owned the house c. 1913. The house has generally been assiciated with the 
various owners of the saw mill and lumber yard which dominated this end of town. 
(*) owner states name was George Wehmer, states he left 1862.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

High School Survey 
Julia Finch (has photos) 
Minnie Freidlein

Prepared hy _ J .am?s E- Jacobsen _______________ Datp November 13, 1979 
Address E- 12th & Grand, Des Moines, IA 50319 jr]ph^ (515) 281-4137

Office of Historic Preservation

For Division of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property fj Review and Compliance Project: 
|~| County Resource File _____________________ 
Q Windshield Survey
Q National Register fj Other __ 
nCrants-ln-Aid:——————————————————————————— Q Other___ 
Q Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces _________ 

a. __________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ______

d.
e.
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Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s) 19 - PHOTO

Photographic Identification, Roll 1366, Frame 28, original owned by Julia Finch, 
east front of house.

..- ...,..^-w- -. f \fr>- - - -. -*~-* - *T '-•lii .- I m • ,.---^> ^ . *v? t-'-^ •• "-•-. I^"^ '~^^^f^^^

1937 Guttenberg Centennial Brochure

THE early 50*s saw the erection of 
this, the present Henry Friedlein home 
on South Front St. Just the central 
portion of the present residence \vaa 
built at that time by a Dr. Weber, re­ 
nowned German surgeon who sur­ 
rounded the residence w'th beautiful 
gardens. Legend has It that the doc­ 
tor came to America because his 
sweetheart married his cousin. After 
some years here he learned of the 
death of the cousin and returned to 
Germany to marry the \vidow. Later 
his son settled In Guttenberg.


