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Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) wampanoag Mills 

, Quequechan street 

General date or period 1872, 1879 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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••'ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). ,v̂. . v . ,,3 

• The Wampanoag M i l l i s a largely i n t a c t complex of monumental granite i n d u s t r i a l 
structures prominently sit e d overlooking the Quequechan River and Int e r s t a t e 195. 
I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n derives from the harmony of scale and proportion 
of the two large m i l l buildings, t h e i r orderly placement on the property, the 
high q u a l i t y of workmanship and general uniformity of s t y l e and materials 
throughout the complex, and the fact that most of the a u x i l i a r y structures have 
survived. The f i r s t m i l l dates from 1872 and i s 5 stories w i t h rough granite . * 
block walls, 12/12 sash, a s l i g h t l y pitched roof and wide bracketed wooden 

); cornice. The 1872 picker house and engine house are attached to the east and 
a l a t e r granite 2-story weave shed, 210' X 95", i s attached at the north end. 

. The second m i l l was constructed i n 1879 p a r a l l e l t o the f i r s t and nearly i d e n t i c a l 
except for an extra 30 feet i n length. The attached picker house, b o i l e r house 
and engine house have survived here as w e l l . The complex also includes an 1888 
wood storehouse and a granite c l o t h room. The o r i g i n a l 15-acre s i t e ( l a t e r 18 acresj 

(CONTINUED) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what causedTE:; 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 
The Wampanoag M i l l Company was organized i n 1871 during a two-year period of 
tremendous expansion of the c i t y ' s t e x t i l e manufacturing enterprises. Named f o r 
the powerful l o c a l Indian t r i b e , the company had among i t s o r i g i n a l organizers 
R. T. Davis, who became the f i r s t president, and Walter C. Durfee, f i r s t treasurer. 
The company was c a p i t a l i z e d at $400,000 and w i t h i n ten months had erected a m i l l 
housing 28,000 spindles and 704 looms capable of weaving 8 m i l l i o n yards of p r i n t 
c l o t h and wide goods annually. The company also constiructed ten large, "admirably 
planned" tenement houses and a superintendent's dwelling. TJoe erection of a 
second m i l l i n 1879 increased capacity to 64,872 spindles and 1,605 looms. The 
company expanded to more than 90,000 spindles i n 1901 but was declining i n capacity 
by 1913 and closed i n 1929. Presently i t i s used by the F a l l River K n i t t i n g M i l l s 
as a factory o u t l e t store and houses other r e t a i l and manufacturing uses as w e l l . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

Fal l River, Mass 

Form No: 
J-21-2/4/ 
7^9/10 

Property Name rwampanoag Mi l l s 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) 
y- '« 

on the Quequechan was purchased fron R.T. Davis and J.D. F l i n t , two of tbe original 
organizers of the corporation. The buildings were erected by the construction f i m 
of Cornell and Beattie, prominent local rasons and builders, but the name of the 
architect, i f any, i s unknown. 

The Wampanoag Mills is a largely intact, monumental granite complex which represents 
a significant period of mi l l expansion i n the 1870s; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register. ,.cH y^'^y >• 

':'l^A. 

* 'M. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 

"I 

•Cy . yjA-yii:.'. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page f j-'^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Fall River Multiple Resource Area 
HS 

:,3. y...j 

Mnmino+ion/Type of Review 

81. St. Joseph's Orphanage 

82. St. Louis Church 

BoBstanflv© Review 

Date/Signature 

Keeper ^//^/f;, j ^ J , 

Attest 
7^ 

eeper 

Attest 

83. St. Mary's Cathedral and Re^j^gf ^eper TA&A^ y A u ^ y p ^ . ^ ^ 
«c,, - . , , Batlonal Begister 

84. St. Patrick's Church 

85. Stafford Mills 

86. Union Mi l l s 

Kntered in tFs 
Ifatlonal Eegieter 

Entered in the 
Batlojoal fiegietez 

Hatlonal Eegister 

At tes t 

/ i feeper 

A t tes t 

/ i t e e p e r 

A t tes t 

/ i t e e p e r 

A t tes t 

' " • .<* - TSntered in the . / / A / ? ^ 
87. Valentine-French House Sational Eegister (f^^^^Per A'^YfJ 

B8. Wampanoag Mil l4 

Entered in the 
Batlonal Eeglstej 

Attest 

Attest 

89. Winslow, Luther Jr., House ̂ f^^reS in tK© 

•'•'*' • ' « ' ••• • ' '•'• '•' • 'C 7^7 
90. Woman's Club of Fa l l River g^ ,^^^ 

At tes t 

A t tes t 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTO,UC PLACES 
................ , ••• , .... -, 2 def ................... 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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T H O M A S F. M C G U I R E 

P E T E R G . C O L L I A S 

E P H B A I M F. H O R V I T Z 

J A M E S J . O ' R O U R K E . J R . 

C H A R L E S A . M U R R A Y , m 

LAW O F F I C E S O F 

McGuiRE, C O L L I A S & H O R V I T Z , I N C . 

3-»5 N O R T H M A I N S T R E E T 

P O BOX 2 S I 9 

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 0272Z-25 I9 

TELCPMONC © 7 B - 7 a a * 

AREA CODE 617 

September 3> 1982 

' I, John Johnston, Jr., Trustee of the Johnston Realty 

Trust, the owner of real estate at Ml8 Quequechan Street, 

Pall River, Massachusetts, being first duly sworn, certify 

that I object to the listing of the aforesaid real estate in 

the National Register as an Historic Place. ;' 'Ay • 

AAA.! hy 
John Johnston, J r . , Trustee 
as aforesaid 

BRISTOL, SS. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 

Before me, then personally appeared the above named , 

John Johnston, J r . , Trustee as aforesaid, and made oath as to 

the t r u t h of the statements contained above. 

Thomas F. McGuir 
Notary Public 

My commission expires: 

March 30, 1984 
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