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The Od Curtisville Historic District is located three mles northwest of the center of
Stockbridge inthe area known as Interlaken. Rural in character, the comunity is fo-
cused on Route 183 and W llard Hill Road and includes the adjoiningroads known as
Train Hill Road, Averic Road, Trask Lane and Mi|l|l Road (Interlaken Cross Road). A
smal | brook, the Larrywang Brook, runs south through the district from the Mahkeenac
Lake. The district is composed of 170 acres on which there are 53 structures and about
20 sites of mlls and structuressignificant inthe history of Od Curtisville. A
nimber of dans and stone mill races and a stone bridge remain. The district is conposed
primarily of Federal and Greek Revival structures, with sone notable exceptions such as
the French Second Enpire Style Citizens Hall on Willard Hill Road. The scale of the
district is dictated by the predomnantly two-story residences, and the only intrusions
are thirteen 20th century dwellings which do not inpose upon the setting and essence of
aOd Curtisville.

The focal point of the district ison Wllard Hill Road where Citizens Hall and the Con-
gregational Church face each other as they stand on a small rise. Citizens Hall (#32)
(listed separately in the National Register 5/19/72) is a French Second Enpire structure
built in 1870. Although small in size, the building has large proportions and heavy or-
namentation such as the quoins, brackets, and wi ndow and door detail. The two-story
clapboard building is square with a projecting front pavilion with a three-story bell
tower. | thas recently been restored to i tsoriginal appearance.

The Congregational Church (#5), built in 1826, was originally constructed on another
site a mle anay and noved to it spresent location in 1834, The building is brick and
has a ridge roof. The projecting front entryway contains two paneled doors painted
white and surmounted by fanlights, with another fanlight inthe pediment above. Two
marbl e steps mark the approach to the entrance. The square brick steeple tower inter-
sects the gable of the main church and is topped by a three-staged wooden steeple and a
wrought iron weathervane. Flanking the front entry on the facade are two arched w ndows
with louvered shutters and 20-over-20 sash. Five similar windows run the length of the
side el evations.

Next to the church is the Parsonage or Bancroft-Curtis-Howard House (#4) which was built
for StillmanBancroft in 1834, The two-story brick house is painted white and has a
ridge roof with gable end to the street. The facade i s three bays wide and its recessed
front entrance is to the right. The w ndows have black louvered shutters (those on the
first floor facade stretchimg to ground level) and 6-over-6 sash. There is a handsone
oval wooden fan in the pediment and dentils at the eaves. There is an el lon the south
side of the house and another addition to the rear.

Anot her brick building inthe district is Burrall's Store and Post Office (#35 which

was built in 1830 on the site of an old distillery. The building is located at a bend
in the road, and although i t has undergone a number of alterations, retains nost of its
handsone proportions and detail.

Next to the store is the Bancroft or Curtisville Inn (#34) which was built in 1833
The two-story clapboard structure has a ridge roof and four brick chimeys. A two-
story porch extends the length of the facade and is supported on the ground level by

continued
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six square columms which taper at the top and on the second-story level by six slender
fluted Doric colums. The fadade is eight bays wide and has twin entrances at both
levels. These doorways have side |ights and transons which echo the treatnent of the
entry on the Bancroft-Curtis-Howard House. Wndows have bl ack shutters and 12-over-12
lights. The cornice is a band of Geek fretwork which is repeated inthe three dormers
above. The building is three stories at the rear where i tslopes back to the stream

The Greek detail inthe Curtisville Inn appears in a nunber of buildings inthe district,
including the Chamberlain-Uhler-Rabinold House (#31) of 1834-35. This two-story clap-
board house with itsgable end to the street has itsentry on the left side of the fa-
cade. The doorway is flanked by pilasters with Greek fretwork which support a heavy en-
tablature. A square window in the gable also has Geek ornamentation. The side porch is
a md-19th century addition.

The Curtis-Heath-Acly House (#33) is a two-story white clapboard structure built in 1812
The house is five bays wide and has a ridge roof and center chimey. Although the house
has been altered and w ndows have 2-over-2 sash, the centril doorway with itsfanlight
and pediment still recalls itsFederal appearance. The Curtis-Heath-Acly House is very
simlar to the Curtis-Smth House (#12), built during the sanme period, which retainsits
original fenestration.

Most of the other buildings inthe district are also clapboard and echo many of the fea-
tures already described. Many of the nodest G eek Revival buildings are Xh or 2 stories
and retain their original detail (such as #10, #22, #40, #39, and #20). Federal houses
include #11 and #13, and there are also a few md-19th century houses such as #3 and #38.
These buildings are mostly intact, although several have late 19th century ells and por-
ches added. Twentieth century dwellings are primarily one-story ranch or Col onial Re-
vival style or split level such as #18, #43, #2, #16, and #28. The nost interesting ,
20th century structure inthe district is the Stockbridge Water Conpany buil di ng(#45)
which i s a one-story stone building exhibiting a Richardsonian influence.

#10;
Road (Interlaken Road) following the east line of | ot 2.0l. Then proceed south along
the rear property lines on the east side of Wllard Hill Road ina straight line, in-

cluding I ot 5 and segnents of lots 7 and 11,to the sout hem boundary of | ot 12.01.
Then proceed west along the south line of 12.01 and along the northem boundary of | ot
80.02 ina straight line to a point inthe center of I ot7 then norththrough lots 12
and 13, across Averic Road and through | ot 33 to a point at the southwest corner of | ot
48, then easterly along the southerly boundary of | ot 48 to the south line of 45 then
easterly along the back (south) | ot lines of properties43, 42, 41, 40, 39 to Route
183, then north on Route 183 and across to the point of beginning.



1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600 1699 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
—1700 1799 _ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS X_INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SEI A C DATES BU LCER ARH TECT

STATEMENT OF S N H CGANCE

Od Curtisville issignificant as arelatively unchanged rural community of the 19th
century andforits fine grouping of Federal andGeek Revival buildings. The district
is also thesite of a nunber of mills which were important i ntheearly industrial devel-
opnent of t he area.

Curtisville was a rural comunity which devel oped around seven small mills i ntheera be-
fore thelndustrial Revolution. Charcoal and!|owgrade mning were among its industries,
and i nthelate 1820's andearly 1830's t hearea showed great promisewith achair fac-
tory, foundry, distillery, and wood, |unmber andgrist mills. Gowh brought about by

this activity resulted i nthebuilding of many of t heresidences still standing today.
Curtisville also sawt headdition of a 24-room inn, perhaps used by travellers on the
road between Al bany andHartford. I nthelate 1830's Curtisville was by-passed by the

railroad, which was bhuilt along theHousatonic River three mles away near t hecenter of
Stockbridge. Thus, growth of t hecomunity was not accelerated, andit retained its

rural setting and Federal and Greek Revival flavor. Abrief awakening of activity occurrec
dn post Civil War days when t he Pagenstacher Paper Mill (M was established i nCurtis-

ville. Themill was thefirst wood-pul p paper mill i nAmerica andrevolutionizedthe
printing andpaper industries i nthecountry. After a short experimental period, the
Pagenstacher Mill noved el sewheret oa |ocation where transportation was nore conveni ent

and rawmaterials nore readily available. Although none of theoldmills i sstanding
today, thestone dans, water raceways andstone bridge constructed during that period
still remain.

Perhaps it was because of thefailure of industry andcommerce i n Curtisville that the
area has survived virtually unchanged. All but three of theoriginal houses built be-
tween 1820 and 1835 ar e standing today, andonly a fewhouses of nore recent construction
are scattered ontheedges of thedistrict. Thus, thecomunity retains its open setting
or wooded lots androiling hills andits architectural unity. Although many of the
houses ar enodest, they arenevertheless fine architectural exanples with sophisticated
detail forsuch asmall, rural area. | ti ssaid that nmost of t hehouses were constructed
by thesane master builder, which accounts fortherepetition of detail i nmany of them
The community was also t hehone of t hewel | -known | ocal artist Amm Philips (1788-1865)
who lived i n building #29.

Wth thedimnishing activity i nCurtisville, theonce bustling | nnwas soon abandoned.
However, fromtheendof the 19thcentury toWorld Var |, it was put,to newuse and new
life was given tothecomunity. John E Parsons, a wealthy andphilanthropic summer
resident of nearby | £nox, established thelnnas a fresh air sumwer hone for underprivi-
 edged children from New York. He named thelnn"St. Helena's Home" i nnermory of his
daughter. | n 1902 Parsons changed t henane of t he post office of thequiet comunity
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area i scommonly kiown as Interlaken today. Berkshire estate of hissgoond yifte. iThe
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abD ORTI SVILLE HSTCR C DI STR CT

Property |ist
Churchill-White House and 42. Markham MacCl i ntock House
Mill site 43. Reichwald Residence (20th c.)
2. Kickery Residence {20th c.) 44. Curtis-Kickery House , f 'l
3. Lunbert-Berks House 45.  Stockbridge Water Conpany ('27N?AN X AANRPANAN
* 4, Bancroft-Curtis-Howard House 46. Bell Residence (20th c.)
(Par sonage) 47. Grnay Residence (20th c.)
* 5. Congregational Church 48. MWirk Residence (20th c.)
* 6. (gden-\Wl es House 49. Wi t ehead- Lowe House
7, Lane-Fel senfeld House 50. Lowe Residence (20th c.)
8. Heath-M ddl ebrook House 51. Banes Residence (20th c.)
9. Lane-M ddl ebrook House 52. Curtis-Hupman House
*10. W liams-Wagl er House 53.  Firehouse
11. Curtis-Patten House
12, Curtis-Smth House Sites:
*13. Curtis-Downs House
14. Wirtzbach House A Davis-Burghardt Site
15, Curtis-Moffat House B White Site
16. Engleman Residence (20th c.) F. Curtis Saw Mill Site
17. Curtis-Goul ston House G Barker Mill Site
18. Beckley Residence (20th c.) H Ogden-Clary Sites
19. Curtis-Ebbets House . Lyons Site
20, Tracey House J. Curtis Grist Mill Site
21. Markham Residence (20th c.) K Churchill Brothers Chair Factory Site
22. Burghardt-Kickery House L. Mill Building Sites: Ogden-Pagenstacher-

23. Churchill-Davis House Bar ker

*24.  Churchill-Bell House M  Pagenstacher Vdod Pulp M Il Site
25. 0Od School House N Wlliams Site
26. W Ilard-Priest House Q Blacksmth Shop Site
27. Losaw Residence (20th c.) P. Brick Factory
28. Bentley Residence (20th c.) Q Burghardt Machine Shop
29. Prall-Jones-Jackson House R Burghardt Machine Shop and Foundry
30. Beckwi th-Cpperman House
31. Chanberl ai n- Uhl er - Rabi nol d House
*32. Citizens Hall
*33. Curtis-Heath-Acly House
*34, Curtisville I'nn (Allen House)
*35. Burrall's Store and Post Office
36. Seeley Residence (20th c.)
37. Phillip House
38. WIIliams-Wade House
39. Burghardt-Codw se House
*40. Priest-Haywood House
41. Markham Easnman House
YR 6 196 Lgi
* Indicates photograph included NATIONAL hj

REGISTER A/



QD CURTISVILLE HSTCR C DI STR CT
Property List
Sites

Bbbet s
Town of Stockbridge
Ebbet s

Laurel Hill Society

Town Park

O < 0= 0m

Town of Stockbridge



QD CURTI SVILLE HSTCR C DI STR CT
Property List

J3\, Roy Daniehr, Stockbridge 01262

A, Frank Kickery Lee 01233 .

A Bdward Berks RD Wést Stockbridge 61266

v4. Dr. Edgarton Howard Stockbridge 01262

6. Interlaken Congregational Church Stockbridge 01262
6. Charles V@l es Vst St o_ckbrldge 01266

7. Charles Felsenfeld Stockbridge 01262

8. Samuel M ddl ebr ook "

1€, le via Véger "
I1.1>"rs, Arthur Patten " _

12. Flake Smth RFD Vst Stockbridge 01266
13. John Downs Stockbridge 01262

~ Keith Mn " _

I 5.Charles Mffatt Vest Stockbri d%e 01266

N6. Ear|l Engel mann St ockbri d%e 1262

17,Andre Goulston RD Wst Stockbridge 01266

as. Leonard Beckley Stockbridge 01262

19. Henry Ebbets Mest Stockbridge 01266 .
£0. Robert Wlners 47 Rue Baron Castro | Q4O Brussel s Bel gi an
:21. Harold Nadel RD Vest Stockbridge 01266

A2.Mary Kickery Lee 01237

A3, Manning Davis Stockbridge 01262

.24. S dney Bel | "
t25.Til o Kauf man .
26. John Nolan  RFAD Wésr Stockbridge 01266

27. Merlin Losaw StocRbridge 01262

2S. Newton Kasson RD Vest Stockbridge 01266
29.Mary Smth Stockbridge 01262 N
LJO Edward Cppernan RD Vst Stockbridge 01266

31. Ms. Jean Rabinold " .

,32.0d Curtisville Inc. Stockbridge 01262

v33. Ms. Robert Acly "

34.Mchael Mller RD Wst Stockbridge 01266

35.

36. J. Trunp RD Wst Stockbridge 01266
37. Ms.Harriet Sossner Stockbridge 01262
v?8.dyde Vdde RD Vst Stockbri d%e 01266
v\, B'M Codwi se Stockbridge 01262

vAQ J. S. Haywood "

A2 Pranul &eMrt gl " " AFDMVes¥¥t c?2cM N _ 10023
43.Harold P Reichwald RAD Wat Stockbridge 01266
H 4. Mary Kllcker{// Lee 01233

[it' "Stockbridge V ater Gonpany

G, Louis Bell  Stockbridge 01262

?3.Romald Garmay RD Wst Stockbridge 01266

43. James MV St ockbridge 01262

49. Charl es Lowe Stockbridge 01262

50. 1

51.Mrs. R, Barneys RFD Wes Stockbridge 01266
52. George Hupman Stockbridge 01262

N.Town of Stockbril'ige























































































PAUL QuUZZzI

August 2, 1976

M. WIlliam Lebovich
National Register

National Park Service
Departnment of the Interior
18th and C Streets
Washington, DOC 20240

Dear Bill:

Encl osed are photocopies of the photographs of respective
nodem buildings i nthe O dCurtisville Historic District,
Stockbridge. | nthe future, we will provide you with
sufficient photographs of newer structures wheni t i s
appropriate todo so.

Ve woul d appreciate any information youcangive uson
the status of theMaiden City Hall nom nation.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historic Conmm ssion

end.
PLWetd

OuUZOS'



#2? - Lowsaw Resi dence #28 - Bentley Residence

#51 - Barnes Residence #16 — Engl eman Resi dence






#2 - Kickery Residence #21 - Markham Resi dence

#+3 - Reichwal d Resi dence #46 - Bell| Residence






#18 - Beckl ey Residence #47 - Garnay Residence

#46 - MW rk Residence # 50 - Lowe Residence
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#36 - Seel ey Residence
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STATE MSSAOTISS
Date Entered @ 21196

Nne Locati on
The HewHanpshire Manchester vicinity
Essex County
ad Curtisville Historic District I nterlaken

Berkshire Gounty

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic PreservationOificer
Hon. Eoward W, Brooke Ms. Elizabeth R /\nadon
Hon. Mchael J, Harrin”. ton Executive Director
lion. Silvio 0. Conte Massachusetts Historical Conmssion
Regional Director, North Atlantic 294 HashljaRoa Street

Regi on 2k) 8t oa, Massachusetts 02108
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Cuiator



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: TS
E34-880 T 20

OLD CURTISVTLLE
HIST. DIST.

The National Register i sthat list of evidences of t hepast deened
worthy of keeping for thefuture by the Secretary of thelnterior.
As youhave probably already been infornied by State and local
representatives, property youown i sincluded i na historic district
that was nom nated by t he State andlisted i ntheNational Register
since the Tax Reform Act was signed on Cctober A 1976.

Dear Property Owner:

You may not have been aware of t hebenefits andprovisions of this
act when thedistrict including your property v/as nom nated and
listed i ntheNational Register. Ue aretherefore sending informative
material at this time which nay supplenent information youhave
already received from the State. | f youwi sh t o nake conments about
your property or thedistrict relative totheNational Register
"Criteria for Evaluation" (seeenclosed green leaflet), we will be
pl eased t oconsider them as an adjunct t oour evaluation of placing
your property i ntheNational Register. Coments should be nade
within 30 days of thedate of this letter andshould be addressed
to Dr. Wlliam J. Hurtagh, Keeper of theNational Register, National
Park Service, Departnment of thelnterior, Washington, DC 20240.

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation nay be obtained
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeol ogy and
Historic Preservation, National Park Service, Department of the
Interior, Washington, DC 20240.

Questions concerning theNational Register program or the inplemen-
tation of thehistoric preservation provisions of the Tax Reform
Act should also be addressed t ot he Keeper of the National Register.

Inquiries must include the nane of t heproperty andaddress t o be
properly handl ed. /

Sincerely y~urs,

V7illiam J Murtagh
Keeper of the National Regis

Encl osures
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I Well-preserved exanple of early 19th C rural industrial comunity; he printing and paper industries
includes 53 structures, ptcduLul 7Laul™ of brick or frame construction i n . _
Feder al G eek Revival 52 , v 20mill q1 , factories important to t he
ederal or Geek Revival styles? approximtely mi and factory sites, 6 railroad i nt he1830«s, the
danmt's, stone mill races, and a stone bridge. Developed around early s * i * ind Geek Revival buildings,
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R Amm Philips (1788-1865), artist, resident.

BENTS

INSITOIOH Pagenstacher Paper Mill, first wood-pulp mill i nAmerica, which revolutionized theprinting andpaper industries

in thecountry, was briefly established i nCurtisville after theCivil Wr.
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The district |ncorporates a nunber of sites of mills andfactories |nportant to the
e. 19th C "HMR HiiaHK industrial developnment of thearea. Since it was by-passed by therailroad i nthe1830's,t he
community has survived virtually unchanged andincorporates a fine grouping of Federal andGeek Revival buildings,
including thePrall-Jones-Jackson House, hone of artist Aamh Philips (1788-1865). The Pagenstacher Paper Mill,t he
first wood-pulp paper mill i nAmerica, which revolutionized thecountry's printing andpaper industries, was first
f I established i nCurtisville after theCivil War
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