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1. Name

historic Shumnay Bl ock

and/or common Sare

2. Location

dreet & number  112-116 llain Street not for publication

aty,tomn  Webster vicinity of congressond  districtSecond

date  riassachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X_yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Louis Sroczenski

Sreet & number Killdeer Island

city, town Webster vicinity of gate f~Assachusetts 01570

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of deeds etc.  Worcester County Registry of Deeds
dregt & number 2 Main Street

city, town Worcester state MBSSachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Historic Assets of the Commonwedth  has this propety been determined degible? yes no
dae 1979 federal X state county local

depodtory for survey records Nfessachusetts Historical Commission

ctytown 294 Washington Street, Boston state Massachusetts 02108



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X original site
_X good ruins Xaltered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Shumnay Block is [ocated onthe south side of Main Street at the west end of Wbster's
central business district. Theblock isbuilt out to the boundary lines of its | ot

on all sides, except at the rear (south). Thebuilding' s east elevationis partially
attached to aneighboring two-storey comvercial block, the north elevation (facade)

faces Main Street, the west el evation faces anadjacent railroad bed and the south

el evation faces a small parking Iot.

The Shumnay Block is athree-storey commercial buildingwith an"L" floor planand

a flat roof. Theblock is constructed of common red brick, except for the facade
which isbhuilt of éaressed red brick; decorative trimmngs are of brown sandstone.
Wndow | intels andsills throughout are nade of rectangul ar bl ock of rock-faced
sandst one; w ndow sash consists of /1 at the facade and 92 at all other elevations.

The facade (northelevation) i s synmetrical, consistingof three w de bays, separated
by projectingbrickpiers. At the first storey, each bay contains a single store
front consisting of a dressed granite base above which are nodemal um numtri mved
plate glass wndows and anentry; the easternnost store front contains a group of
three windows, the sill andlintels of which form a continuous band across the
facade. Above the w ndows of the third storey's central bay are three blind arches
bearing terracotta date plaques; set between the wndow!intels of the second storey
and the sills of the third storeP/ are panels of terracotta tiles. At the roofline
s abrick parapet set ona shallow corbelling. Theparapet is dividedinto three
sections by panelled brick posts which rise fromthe facade's piers. Tne outer

two posts have flat sandstone caps while the central mo posts have pyramdal caps
with ball finials. Gher decorative details of the facade include a continuous
stone noul ding across the tops of the store fronts andstone blocks with carved
rosettes set into the piers at the top of the first storey.

-Al'l other elevators rise fromaplinth of rock-faced granite to a |low undecorat ed
parapet with a stone coping. Fenestration of all other elevations is asymetrical,
both by original design and due to the subsequent bl ocking of w ndows onthe west
and south elevations. Except for the replacenent of original plate glass store
fronts, the paintingof sonebrick and the bl ocking of son@w ndows (side and rear
wal I's only), the Shumnay remains inoriginal condition.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 18S6-1887 Builder/Architect Lhknown

st at enent of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Shumnay Bl ock possesses integritﬁ of location, design materials and setting.
Characteristic of several brick blocks of transitional Victorian Gothic/Queen

Anne design built along Main Street during the late nineteenth centur?/, the Shumay
Block has atri-partite facade, arran?ed symmetrical |y about acentral pavilion
W*iich rises to ahigh parapet. The tacade i s heavily decorated with bandi ngs

of sandstone, terracotta tiles andterracotta date panels. The original three
storefront bays, framed by brick piers, remain essentially unchanged al t hough the
di spl ay w ndows have been re-glazed wi th nodempl ate glass in the md-twentieth
century. Hsewhere the building remains inoriginal condition wth the exception
of several side wall w ndows which have been bl ocked.

Bui It near the former Vebster Railroad Depot, in an area once known as Rail r oad
Square, the Sumay Block is the second structure to occupF/ Its site; the first
was the Merchants' Bl ock, awooden structure which was built after the railroad
was extended to Depot Village (downtown Vbster) around 1840. Having been occupied
by avariety of businesses, the Merchants' Block was sold to Gscar Swumay, a
| ocal businessman, in 1872, On March 3, 1886, the bl ock was destroyed by fire.
Because of the site's then val uable commercial |ocation, the present block was
bui It inmediately after the fire. As with other commercial buildingson Min
Street, the Shumnay Bl ock originally contained store fronts at the street [evel
and offices inits upper stories, an arrangenent which renains. The Sumay i s
one of the fewrenaining blocks which reflect the late nineteenth century com
nercial character of Railroad Square.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Leavens, Charles. Notes ontheH story of Vebster. Vol. | | at Vbster Public Librar)'-.
The V¢bster Times. June 6, 1906 d Centennial |ssue, 1959.

Assessor's Records. \ébster Town Hall. 'DE_ H:]-
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 8,056 sqaure feet m |-O-

Quadrangle name Webster
UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
nom nated property includes onthat | ot andbuilding shoan on \bster Assessor's Mp
#1, Block T, Lot #1.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Richard W. Dey ™ B.R. Pfeiffer, Webster CommunityDeve opment
nameftilte  for' Candace Jenkins, Evaluation Director

organizetion Massachusetts Historical Conimisson dte  July 1980
dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusett s

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis;

national state MMNocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bvthe HeritageXonservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature IALACINN

titte Executive Director, ssachusetts Historical Commisson dete

For HCRS use only
I hereby cfffttfy that this property isinclud” inthe National Register

date

' Keepér of the Mational Regjistér

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
111111111 | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street K 3 19
HISTORICAL (I)B;i'BOSn, Massachusetts M 3] Ly
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of Sate

Oct ober 20, 1980

Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper

Regi stration Branch

Heritage, Conservation & Recreation Service
DD, W 34

Washi ngton, DC 20243
Dear M. Rogers:

Enclosed youwill find the following nomnation forms:

Boston- Historic Resources of theBoston Theater Area (Partial Inventory:
Architectural andHistorical Properties) local, state, national

Chel sea- Chel sea Square Historical District Local

Hol yoke- Hol yoke Canal System National

Nor wel 1- Sal mond Tack Factory Local
<’eabody- Peabody Civic Center Historical District Local
*Mpringfield-Gunn and Hubbard Bl ocks Local
+Springfield-Water Shope Arnory Local
" Webst er - Eddy Bl ock Local
+Ne Jebst er - Shunway Bl ock Local
Webst er- Spaul ding Bl ock Local

Al'l' have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by theState Historic PreservationOfficer. Also, enclosed i stheformfor
the Peabody Civic Center Historic District which was returned tous for a
photo of FranklinSt.

Sincerely,

Candace JenMxis
Registration”irector

CJ/l1k



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REA STER
sTaTE 1 SACIHISETTS

Dat e Entered

Nane

Hol yoke Caoal Systaa
Tack Factory, The
Eddy Bl ock

Véter Shops Arnory
@GQnn and Hiubbard Bl ocks

Spaul i ng Bl ock

Shnmvway Bl ock

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorable Silvio O. Conte
Honorabl e Gerry E. Studds
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and

NR Byers/bjr/1/6/81

For further information, please call

Location

Hol yoke
Hanpden Count y

Norwel I vicinity
Plyinouth Gounty

Vébst er
VWrcester County

Springfield
Haigpded County

Springfield
Hanpden County

ébst er
Vorcester County

ébst er
Vorcester County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Patricia L. Vsl ownski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical
294 \Wshington Street
Boat on, Massachusetts 02108

Coi am ssi on

t he National Register at (202)343-6401.



FED. REGPEN
EXTENDED TO:

NAME:
DATE RECEIVED:
Shuaivay Block 11/~80/2736
STATE: COUNTY: DATE RETURNED TOSHPO CR FED. REG:
I"cester
LOCATION: DATE RETURNED TON R:
NUMBER: lia»ll6 Mala  SIxmmt DATE SENT TOOONGRESS

CITY, TOWN: VA~ J"MtW

« ATE LISTED IN NR.: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

DEC 3 18Q 2wy.Ad* ., N—-whN [AXN A [T AN
gsN « FN QNHL

"REMARKS:
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