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The J. Fred Johnson house is a large red brick structure with
two full stories and a dormered .third story. Flanking both
ends are glassed .porches. The front walk, which is brick, is
lined with boxwood. ,The main entrance is framed by a columned
portico. B

The interior floor plan has not changed since the house was
built circa La1> -1917. -Interior details were altered by the
present owners in the mid-1950's. 1In some instances, such as
the living room mantel, changes were based upon original
architectural drawings which had been simplified when the house
was constructed.

Detached from the house is a multi-ca
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

J. Fred Johnson's influence on the development of "the new
Kingsport™ of the twentieth century, is exemplified by his
nickname, "the Father of Kingsport." Johnson and his associate,
John B. Dennis, dld more than any other individuals to shape
the present city.

A native of Virginia, Johnson established a country-style general
store in Kingsport in 1905. Shortly thereafter, he met with

and formed a partnegsh;gwtgkdevelop a modern industrial city
with Dennis, who had purchased the Clinchfield Railroad. To-
gether the two men fopmed the Klngsport Improvement Company
which acquired vast amounts of “property "in the area. Businesses,
industriées, and real estate developers could purchase such lands,
but only after their proposed plans and design passed the
scrutiny of the company, which, in fact, usually meant Johnson.
The Johnson house, itself, was part of a planned residential

section.

Johnson, considered a quiet but highly persuasive man, was a
civic and church leader. The city did not have a Chamber of
Commerce until after his death in the late 1940's; according to
contemporary accounts, it simply was not necessary. When
Johnson died, Kingsport had become a modern industrial city,

legend.
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Kingsport Times-News, April 2, 1967, "J. Fred: A One-Man Chamber of
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