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The Back Bay i s presently a densely built up area of fashionable
apartments, " office and business facilities, schools and other
institutions. Mbst of itsoriginal structuressurvive, and
despite nany variations inarchitectural style, they are dis-
tingui shed by a general consistency of character, form and
scale. Enclosed within well-defined bounds, the Back Bay com
prises, ineffect, an easily discernable encrve of superior

ni neteenth, century architecture inthe city proper. ince 1966
the residential portion of the Back Bay haS been a Ie%al ly es-
tablished architectural conservation district under the juris-
diction of the Back Bay Architectural Conm ssion.

The streets of the Back Bay are arrauiged ina regular grid of
rectangul ar bl ocks oriented an?ltud|na||y along five nain axis
avenues and intersected at egtial intervals by less inportant
transverse streets. The core of this system i s GCommonweal t h
Avenue. Laid out as a grand boulevard along the central axis
of the grid. It includes a wide, el mshaded, pedestrian mall
within rts20 foot wdth and 1 /8 mle length fromthe Public
Garden to Charlesgate East. The other principle axis streets
are Beacon, Marl bor ough, NEV\bII_r?/,_ and Boyl ston. The cross
streets, naned for Englishnobility and occtiring insuccessive
al phabetical order are: Arlington, Berkeley, Carendon, Dart-
nout h, Exeter, Fairfield, O oucester, Hereford,, followed by
Massachusetts Avenue and Chsorlesgate East.

At Boyl ston Street, between Oarendon and Dartrmouth Streets,
the;original grid was Intersectedby the diagonal swath of
Hunti ngton Avenue. Copley Square, the result of this inter-
ruption inthe grid, remains the nost inportant public space
in the district. The Public Library (MKKm Mead . and Wite,
1387?], Trinity Church (H H Hchab?dson, 1877”~. Det Sduth
Arch (Gimmngs and S”rs, 1875)» and the Copley Plaza Hotel
(Henry Hardenbur”~h, 1912) define the square and characterize
its public inportance. Across the district from Copley Square,
the Storrow sniknent was created as a park in 1931 along the
sout hern bank of the Charles Hiver Basin. [t contains, in
addition to an autonobile parkway, a smal|l nan-nade | agoon

and the Hetch Menorial Shell, where free concerts and enter-
tainments are given during stinmer nont hs.

By far the largest nunber of Back Bay structureswere original-
l'y built as private houses in the second half of the nineteenth
century. There are, however, significant nunbers of churches,
ublic buildings, apartment buil di ngs, hotels, schools, club-
ouses, and commercial buil dings also represented here.

(See Continuation page 7b)
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Taken together these buildings conprise avast nunber of buil ding
styles executed inthe sixty formative years of archlteptural
devel opnent in the Back Bay. Represented are the Itai”*ianate,
French Academ c, Gothic, uskl nl'an Gothic, Panel Brick, Q.teen
Anne, R chai' dsonl an Romanesqu® styl es—and the |ater Revivals,

the Italian Renai ssance, Gernan Renai ssance, Beaux Arts, Chateau-
esque, Georgian, Federal, and Adamesque. Wile pure exanpl es of
every style exi st, variations conbini ng el enents fromtwo or nore
styles are conmon.

Beacon Street, Marlborough Street, Commonweal th Avenue, and nost
of the cross streets have maintained their residential character
and are built up almst exclusively with townhouse and apart ment
bui | di nP hese, the townhouses predom nate %1 are
typlcal y of attached rowhouse construction, eighteen tothirty,
Ut occasionallyas nuch as fifty, feet wide, andbuilt of brick
or masonry. They general |y consist of an ordered arrangenent of
e_ntrY F5|de or central), approached by a stone stoop, the prin-
ctPa | oors set above araised, rusticated basenent and capped
Wi a nar;sa Al roof, often with dormer windows and bal ustrade or
iron cresting,

il , ]
The consi stence/ with which al | houses obey a mandatory setback
fromthe stree the overall uniformty of cornice heights, and
the const ant reBet|t|on and reinterpretation of basic ecorative
e enents [ ay w ndows, bal conies, stairways, cornices, door
dowenfrg Qe{tts Freate Brm enelt and ontmmtg
ﬁr%?m fs Eovis pees taE dr Eeﬁﬁl ehgel pHA!
Qgg nBE ke QQQ gar U%@?tt fﬁefﬂ\h épag b ¢ -
efd | 8 pt] n

ehﬁﬂ ﬁél@. r@) ¢Hya t@héunc laSser -
%Pst apfat pa BIf o@ ﬁtJeCl a ops a Z

oy treet a ew0r| gi naI bui | d| ngs remau ni ngl_h but cont ains
t he area S nost inportant comercial architecture. ou

devot ed al nost exclusively t obusiness, it remains a co eS|ve

art of the Back Bay through the s%/npathetlc scale of its
uildings andthe sfrong tmty of the Back Bay pl an.
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The Back BayDistrict includes t heproperty bounded and defined i n
the following manner:

Starting at theintersection of themdline of Arlington St. and t he
m dline of ProvidenceSt, ;

Thence running northerly by the mdline of Arlington St. to the
m dline of BeaconSt . ;

Thence running westerly by the mdline of Beacon St. tothemidline
of Embanknent Road;

Thence running northerly along themidline of Enbanknent Road, crossing
Storrow Drive, and extending tothesoutherly perimeter of t heHatch Shell
grounds;

Thence running northeasterly along theperimeter of t heHatch Shell
grounds t ot herear perimeter of t heHatch Shell; e

Thence running northwesterly along therear perimeter of t heHatch
Shell and extending t ot hesouthern shore of t heCharles River Basin,

(known at this point ast heboat haven); * f. C

Thence running westerly along t henorthern perinmeter of theStorrow
Enmbanknent, andintersecting with t he extension of t hemdline of
Charl esgat e East; -it' e i R

Thence running southerly along said extension andt hemdline of
Charl esgate East totheback | ot lines of properties fronting on the
south side of Newbury St; r e -V, » -

Thence running easterly along said back lot lines tothemidlineof
Massachusetts Ave. ;

Thence running southerly along themidline of Massachusetts Ave. t o
the mdline of Boylston St.

Thence running easterly along themidline of Boylston St. tothewestern
lot line of no. 710 Boylston St., nowcalled t helenox Hotel;

Thence running southerly along thesaid western ot line tothesouthern
lot line of no. 710 Boylston St . ;

Thence running easterly along said southern | ot line, extending to the
m dline of Exeter St.;

Thence running southerly along themidline of Exeter St. t oa pointat
the juncture of t hemdlines of Exeter St., Stuart St., and Huntington Ave.;

Thence running easterly along themidline of Stuart St. tothe mdline
of Trinity Pi.;

Thence running northerly along themidline of Trinity PI.tothe - " i
m dline of St. James St . ;

Thence running easterly along themidline of St. Janes St.,tot he
m dline of ClarendonSt. ;

Thence running northerly along themidline of Clarendon St. t o the
m dline of Providence St . ;

Thence running easterly along the midline of Providence St. to the
m dline of Arlington St., thepoint of beginning.

GPO 921-724
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The Back Bay attains great historical inportance i nthree areas:

1. as an exanple of ambitious and progressive city planning i n the
nineteenth century;
Z 2. as a superb retrospectiveview of American architecturei nthe |ast
0] hal f of thenineteenth century; [
_ 3. as atangiblereflection of t heage when Boston was thecultural
I- fountainhead of Anmerica.

;3 Cul tural

e The Back Bay i st heconsummate physical manifestation of Boston i n her

h intellectual and econom ¢ maturation. "Inaword, i twas i nthe Back
Bay that Boston first established herself as one of thecenters of

> world culturei nthearts and sciences."''" The original Miseumof Fine

z Arts, theBoston Public Library, theMiseumof Natural History,the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and many of thecity's faned
clubs and private institutions settled here. Witers and philosophers-

L Oliver Wendell Holnpts, W IIliam Deapf Howells, GCeorge.Santayana, Henry

1 and Wlliam James, and nany nore of international renown—ived; andlihe

co worked i ntheBack Bay; and artists |ike John Singer Sargent, WIlliam

Morris Hunt, and Henry Hobson Ri chardson are inseparably associated
with it. Finally, theBack Bay was hone for therich andelite of the
city. "OdOder" famlies and those but recently "arrived" nade t he
Back Bay t hecenter of city fashion and shared i ntheir patronage of
the artists and architectswho created it. "The abode ... of legendary
brahm ns and ambitious Silas Laphans, t heBack Bay has a thousand
associations with American thought and action of thelater nineteenth

century. | nbrownstone and brlck i tsymbolizes | t sepoch i na way that
words and figures alone cannot."2 N
Back Bay Pl an S j: . .>

Lewis Munford has said, "Apart from L'Enfant's plan for Washington, t he
transformation of Boston's Back Bay i st heoutstanding achievenment i n
American urban planning for thenineteenth century."» Originally a
tidal backwash separating t heBoston peninsula along it swestern border
from t hetown of Brookline,the Back Bay was dammed and used intermit-
tently but ineffectively through thefirst half of thenineteenth
century for mlling operations. The tidal flats were filled i n a
process that began i n 1857 at?Arlington St. and continued west until
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the"~late 1880's, when al | t hemarsh once separating Boston and Brookline

had been reclaimed. Wth thecreationof over four hundred fifty acres of
dry, usable land, i twas one of thelargest land reclamations ever under-
taken in America.

The new area was laid out as a fashionable residential district, the plan
being executed by thearchitect Arthur Gilm* i n176. H hadtravelledin
Europe and was certainly acquainted with Baron Haussnmann's acconplishnents
in replanning and rebuilding portions of Paris. G lman's design forthe
Back Bay i sa reflection of theburgeoning Anmerican interest in French
architecture and city planning. Wth Comronweal th Avenue as it s spine
(called by Munford, "The first American boulevard actually tobe built")*?
the Public Garden at it seastern boundary and Charlesgate at it swestern end,
the Back Bay represents thefirst successful attempt i nAmerica at realizing
the monumental effect of open spaces, grand boul evards, and inmposing vistas,
only possible i nthis kind of large scale city planning.

The cohesiveness of theplan was insured by a nnmber of farsighted zoning
and building restrictions, including mandatory building setbacks (20-25 ft.
fromthestreet curb), limiting of building heights, and confining of
building materials t omasonry and brick. 1 nthis way theoften bewildering
array of ecclectic styles i sunified and subordinated t oa conposition that
enphasi zes t heblock front and accentuates theuncluttered sweep of the
Back Bay boulevards. Other original planning considerations designed to
safeguard thearea's residential character were t heconscious exclusion of
al mst all business and other conmmercial facilities, and theassigning and
occasional donating of chosen building lots for parks or public institutions.
Copl ey Square and t he bl ock of Boylston St. on thenorth side between
Berkel ey and Cl arendon Streets were early reserved for this purpose.
Furthermore, theabsolute definition of itsboundaries, with parks at
either extremty and a riverside esplanade borderigg one side for itsfull
length, insured a certain exclusiveness and safetyffrom urban blight and
comrercial inroads that has certainly been a factor i nthe continuing
inportance of t heBack Bay.

|
Recreation and park facilities for thedistrict were also a prime consider-
ation; theBoston Public Garden and t he Commonweal t h Avenue Mall still supply
the sane need as they did i nthenineteenth century. 1 n1884theMall took

on an added significancewhen i t became t heconnecting |ink betweent he
smal | downtown parks (the Gomrmon and t he Garden) and t helarge rustic parks
conprising theFenway system QO nstead' s "Emerald Necklace".

The almost intact survival of theBack Bay district can be attributedto
the nunber of wise, protectiveplanning measures first inplenmented there.
It has never lost itsresidential appeal nor suffered theurban blight that
has marked conparabl e nineteenth century nei ghborhoods i nother American
cities. Today™ Back Bay bijildings, even as apartments, retain their
original appearance; and theplan remains, essentially unaltered.

GPO 921.7 24
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Back Bay Architecture

The Back' Bay has been called "undoubtedly thefinest zone of Victorian
houses existing i nAmerica,"” an .area whose buildings, "chart the course

of architectural development fornmore than half a century."* Though of
great stylistic variety, thebuildings of theBack Bay reflect the conser-
vative nature of Boston patrons i nthereserved compositions of their
facades. Architectural restraint was valued, thus there are few"outlandish"
buildings i nthearea. Yet, though not often daring i ndesign. Back Bay
buildings areuniformy of excellent architectural character. Almost al |
were designed by accredited architects, and many were t heworks of the vy
foremost practicionersof thetime, including: Arthur G I man, Gridley Bryant,
H H Richardson, McKim Mead, and White, Peabody and Stea*rns, and Richard
Morris Hunt. The patronage of these architects by Back BaV clients is'"all
the more significant when one "considers theleading position that Boston
occupied as theeducational and publicationcenter forarchitecture in
America during theperiod when thedistrict was being built. The fashions
established i nt heBack Bay were reflected, sooner or later, i nother cities
of thecountry.""» Two Back Bay |andmarks, Richardson's Trinity Church (1875)
and McKims Boston Public Library (1889), face one another across Copley Sq.
and are perhaps thetwo most important and stylistically influential
buildings designed i nAmerica after theCivil War. Each changed t he course
of American architectural taste i nits generation.

Maj or El ements

Arlington Street Church- (1859-1862, NNW corner Arlington and Boylston Sts.)
Designed by Arthur Glman, the projector of the Back Bay plan, this
Georgian-inspired ltalianate church is one of the first harbingers of the
Col oni al Revival style in America. The parish, presided over for many years
by the pioneer Unitarian and abolitionist WIlliam Ellery Channing, is

consi dered the "Mther Church" of Unitarianism in Arerica. ' e V-

Emmanuel Church (1862ANB1899, 15 Newbury Street)

The first Gothic Revival church i nthedistrict, i twas designed by A P
Estey. The use of rough-faced Roxbury puddingstone foritswalls helped
popularize this material and made i t one of t henost fashionable building
stones i ntheEast during thelast half of thenineteenth century.

First Parish Church (1867-1868, SW corner Marlborough and Berkeley Sts.)
Founded i n 1630, t heFirst Church (nowincorporatingthe Second Church of
Boston as well) i sone of thecountry's oldest. Their Back Bay house was
designed by Ware and Vqji*unt i na highly picturesque English Gothic Revival

style. |t burned i n1967, but t henew church retains theoriginal church
spire and i sa highly successful modern interpretation of the conplex Gothic
forms of theoriginal. Designed by Paul J*dolph, thechurch i s sympathetic

in scale tosurrounding nineteenth century buildings, and it sreconstruction

demonstrates thevitality of this district and thecurrent concern with
preserving thearchitectural character and skyline of t he Back Bay.

GPO 92t.724
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First Baptist Church (1871, SW corner GCoomm Ave. and Clarendon St.)
Designed by H H Richardson, this building i sontheNational Register.

Trinity Church (1875-1877, Copley Square)
Al so designed by H H Richardson, this church i sa National Historic Landmark

O d South Church (1874-1875, N W corner Dartmouth and Boylston Sts.)
Cunmi ngs and Sears designed this National Historic Landmark. e,

Museum of Natural History Building (1862, 234 Berkeley St.)

The Boston Society of Natural History, oneoftheearliest such societiesin
the country, was founded i n1830 and counted many em nent scientists, includ-
ing thebotanist and geoligist, Louis Agassiz, anmong its menbers. The
building i sthree stories, tri-partite i nplan, andincludes a rusticated
brownstone basement supporting pressed brick walls and monumental pilasters
of the sane material i ntheupper two stories. Th©whole i scapped with a
full entablature, balustrade, and pedi ment. Designed by Wh G Preston, i t
is thempst important mature exanple of t heFrench Academ c style mthe
Back Bay. Wen t hesociety noved tia t hepresent Miseximof Science, t he
building was happily convertedt ocommercial use by Bonwit Teller's.

Boston Art Club Building (1881-1884, S W corner Newbury and Dartmouth Sts.)
Now a public high school, theArt Club building was designed by W Ral ph
Enerson™ | ti soneofthecity's nost outstanding exanples of t he Queen
Anne style with its freely and assymetrically planned three story brick
exterior, enlivened by picturesque wi ndow and gable treatments and decor-
ated with ornate cut brick devices. LI -, N

Al gonquin Club (1887, 217 GComm Ave.)

The Al gonquin i soneof Boston's nost famous private clubs and occupiesthe
most opul ent clubhouse i nt heBack Bay. | t was designed by Stanford Wite
and has a five story limestonefront, i ntheRenaissance Revival style. I t
is oneof theearliest buildings i nthis stylistic node, subsequently popu-
larized throughout thecountry bythefirm of McKim Mead, and Wiite. A
projecting central entrance supports atwo-story superposed porch flanked
by octagonal bays. Theupper stories aretreated successively with smooth
surfaced and ornately carved and panelled |imestone bands.

Boston Public Library (1887-1895, Copley Square) do ! o e !
The Library, designed by McKim Mead, and White, i sontheNational Register.

Hot el Vendome (1871, 1881, corner Dartmouth St. and Gonm Ave.)

The Vendone i sthefinest evocation of t he Second Enmpire i nthe city.
Designed by Wh G Preston, i ti sa large six-story structure faced with
Tuckahoe andltalian white marble and i sstylistically reminiscent of

French Renaissance architecture, though much of the facade i sincised with
el aborate, contemporary Neo-Grec detail. For decades t heVendone was Boston'
prem er hotel and hosted most of t henotables whovisited thecity, includ-
ing Uysses Grant and Sarah Bernhardt. Theelectric lights installed here
in 1882 were thefirst i nthecity. Despite afire i n1972, the hotel

GPO 921.724
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retains itsoriginal facades and i scurrently undergoing conversionto
apartments.

Copl ey Plaza Hotel (1910-1912, Copley Square)

Occupyj™g theoriginal sitie'- of the Muiseum of Fine Arts, the Copley £laza

was t helater fashionable rival of theVendone and i stoday the last of

the great early Back Bay hotels still operating. I'ts design, attributedto
Henry Hardenburgh (architect of thePlaza Hotel andt he Dakota Apts. i n NY.C
enmpl oys a quattrocento Renaissance Revival facade with a massive but graceful

swell front and flanking wings mannerigtically detailed i nrusticated |imestone
bl ocks.

Berkel ey Building (c. 1915, 420 Boylston St.) . S

The Berkeley building i none of thenost beautiful commercial buildings i n
the city. 't i ssixstories high with decorated white terra-cotta facades
facing Boylston and Berkeley Streets. Though much of thedetail i s derived
fromfinde siecle Beaux Arts traditions, theinfluence of t he Chicago
School i sevident i nthefacade's tripartite bay windows with large glass
surfaces and i nt he enphasis of thevertical structural elements.

Maj or El ements- Domestic Architecture o e o -
No. 12 Arlington St. (1859-1860) ; - . o

Designed by Arthur Gilman, this i sthefinest surv.iving mansion of those
originally fronting thePublic Garden and i sone of thefirst houses erected
in theBack Bay. |t is a large, five story structure faced with Nova Scotia
sandstone and designed i na traditional Franco-Italianate style. The stark
detail pf thefacade contrasts with therichly carved Corinthian portico.
The house was joined with no. 1 GCoonm Ave. i n 1893 when Mrs. J. Montgonery
Shars, a Boston "Grande Danme" and patroness of thearts, found she needed
nore room for her growing collections. Visitors tono. 12 Arlington Street
included themusicians Paderewski and Kreisler, Prince Henry of Prussia,

and t heartist, John Singer Sargent, who painted M s. Sears and her daughter
in thehouse.

Nos. 326-328 Dartmouth St. and No. 165 Marl borough St. (1871)

This ensenmble epitom zes t hetendency of early Back Bay architects to

combi ne separate houses into visually impressive "blocks". New building
codes i ntheearly 1870's did much t odeter this practice. The three houses
are built i ntheAcademc Brick style with pressed brick walls and sandstone
wi ndow and door enframements and ar e capped with Mansard roofs. Designed

by Snell and Gregerson, they forma tripartite composition whose cohesive-
ness i sfurther emphasized by thecontinuity of building materials and design

elements. . A

No. 164 Marl borough Street (1870) \y

The Benjam n Crowninshield House i son t heNational Register "°

No. 233 Cl arendon Street (1879) ' - 5 INs. e

Trinity Church Rectory i sa National Historic Landmark.

GPO 921.724
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No. 306 Dartrmouth Street ' ;oeeNr'yH e e o less UM
Known as the Webster-Ames Mansion, and designed i nthe Academ ¢ Brick style,
this is probablythe finest house i nthe Back Bay. |tsinterior i s excep-
tional, dating froman 1882 remodelling by the architect John Sturgis and
containg lavishly decorated roons with a palatial Great Hall measuring sixty-
three feet long and eighteen feet high, panelled with highly carved oak
woodwor k. Other interior enmbellishments include a LaFarge stained glass
skylight and a cloistered done decoratedwith murals by Benjam n Constant.

The house was built for Congressman Frederick lanes and was for nany years,
until recently, the hone of Ms. Edwin Webster. .

No. 32 Hereford Street (1884) :

This house i s probably the earliest exanple of the Late Italian Renaissance
Revival inAmerica. | twas designed for John Andrew by the firm of MK m
Mead, and VWhite and was their first Back Bay conm ssion. Though the basic
parti of the house shows strong Queen Anne influence, the facade i s a calm
composition of brown brick with limestonetrim and sinple but classically
correct detail. Intricate French ironwork bal conies appear on the w ndows
of the piano nobile and above the Palladian wi ndow of theentrance.

No. 355 Conmmonweal th Avenue (1882) :

The Ames Mansion, built for Governor diver*Ames fromdesigns of Carl
Fehner, occupies half the block of Mass. Ave. between Marlborough St. and
Commonweal th Ave., and isthe largest house i nthe Back Bay. | tis designed
in the Chateauesque style and the detailing of its brownstone facade incor-
porates design elements fromthe concurrent Queen Anne style into the basic
configuration of a sixteenth century French chateau. | ti s second only to
the house at 306 Dartmouth St.. built by Oiver's brother, inthe magnif-
icence of its interiors. Today the National Casket Co. maintainsthe inter-
iors inperfect condition.

No. 314 Commonweal th Avenue (1899)

Charl es Brigham designed this elaborate massing of picturesque towers and
gables i nthe Chateauesque manner for Col. Albert,”urrage. The |imestone
facade rises four and one half stories and i s |aden with deeply undercut
French Gothic and early Renai ssance ornanment, nost notably along the gabl ed
and turreted cornice and at the Commronweal th Avenue entrance. The Burrage
Mansi on's exuberance of formand detail isunique inthe Back Bay, where
Boston patrons were nore attracted to the conservative brick facades and
subdued ornament that the majority of buildings here display. However, the
Burrage mansion synbolized the change i nattitude toward architectural
styles which occured at the end of the century. Fromthen until the end of
private town house building i nthe Back Bay, c. 1915, the range of styles

empl oyed was rmuch larger and nore diverse than it had been i nthe nineteenth
century.
) ' o o e e e - S e

GO 921-7 24
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Contour Map to Show Topography in Back Bay During Post-
Lexington Time. Basd on Boring Records on File in the
Library of the Bogon Sodey of Civil Engineers.

Figure 1 (from Johnsonl 949: 28)
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FIG, 2. Oross section of depasits in the naighborhood of the trench. Enlarged detail
shows relation of stakes and wattles to depodts.

Figure 2 (from Johnson 1972:12)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Resour ces
7. DESRPION

The Back By HstoricDistrict is knom to contain the intact renains of an inportant
Eée_m storic Indian fishweir or fishweirswhich were utilized during the Late Archaic
eriod (ca. 5000-3000 B P,). The fishweir i s coomanly knom as the Boylston Street
Fishweir Site because of itsinitial archaeological study in 1939 at the construction
site of the Mw England Mtual Life Insurance %mlaybwldl ng at 501 Boylston Street
(Johnson 1942). Fishweir stakes and/or wattle have al so been discovered™ at ot her
l'ocations in the Back Bay, including: under Boylston Street proper during the 1913
construction of the Boston subway;, ad at the 1946 ad 1954 construction sites of the
Qd John Hancock Building (between Stuart axd Berkeley Streets ad St. Janes Avenue) ad
the IBV Building (corner of Boylston and Qarendon Streets) (Johnson 1949 see figure
). Te fishwelr renains are still intact under the IBVI Building, but were renoved at
the other previously nentioned construction sites. QGven the reconstruction of the
rehistoric shoreline of the Back Bay, itishighly |ikely that additional portions of
he fI_ShV\BIr.(SZ are present under the 19th century fill |ayerswthin the the district.
The unique historical devel opnent of the Back By as a planned 19%th century devel opnent
has actual |y preserved the rich organic naterial’s associated wth the fishweir(s),
resulting by covering the fishweirwth a thick nantle of sand ad gravel fill e the
water table, thus alTowng for the excellent integrity of the fishweir site.

Archaeol ogi cal | nvestigations . _ . o

Archaeol ogi cal investigations of the various sections of the fishweir which have been
fortuitously exposed have been |imted to data recovery or salvage activities during the
construction of 20th century buildi nﬂs (Johnson 1942, "1949). Inan early application of
the multi-disciplinary approach to the study of archaeol ogy, these investigations
concentrated on defining the pal eoecol ogical setting ad age of the fishweir. Inportant
associations of the weir wth sedinent profiles were observed ad recorded (Johnson
1942, Judson 1949). Prelimnary anal ysis of the wooden stakes ad wattle naterials, as
wel | as anal yses of pal eobotanical renains, pollen, mcrofossils, foramnifera, ax

di at ons were conducted (Bailey ad Barghoorn 1942, Johnson 1942, 1949). Radi ocar bon
dates were obtained for a of sanples of the fishweir ad san?les of wood ad peat
fromstrata above ad belowthe weir (Anold ad Libby 1951, Byers 1959, Kaye ad
Barghoorn 1964).
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Internal Gonfiguration of the F shweir

The fishweir consists of densely packed vertical wooden stakes and horizontal wattle of
branches inedded insilt ad sand and presentlyat a depth of roughly 30-35 feet bel ow
grade (Johnson 1942). The weir is covered by about 13 feet of silt and sand contai ni ng
shell and other narine resources, wich was naturally deposited over tine as a result of
sea level rise. Aobovethe natural silts and sands i's about 18 feet of sand ad gravel
fill wth sone trash wiich vas systerrancallﬁfepl aced i n the Back By during the 19th
century expansion of the cM% u([fl%;ure 2). “fishweir has been continuously subnerged
bel owthe water table througho he prehistoric, historic and nodern periods, thus
allowng for the unusual |y Tine preservation of its organic naterials. Inportant
classes of data associated wth the fishweir include: the vood and branches of the weir
itself; nolluscs; pollen; sedinents; diatons; foramnifera; insects; fish and other
narine anindl renalns; nacrobotanical renains; mcrofossils.

The stakes which were used in the construction of the weir appear to have been trinmed
ad sharpened to a point ad hed been driven vertically through the prehistoric bottom
of the Back By into aweathered stratumof blue narine clay or peat (Johnson 1942
Judson 1949). "It isestinated that the density of weir stakes isabout one per square
foot (Johnson 1942:27). Sakes are extrenely varied in size and species of wood,

a though hardwood species tend to predomnaté. A the site of the Nw England Life
Bui | ding, brush and branches aﬂpear to have been intentional |y set horizontally between
the stakes, follow ngthe north-south orientation of the weir stakes, as a formof
wattling (Johnson 1942).

Radi ocarbon dates taken fromsanples of weir stakes or wattles range between 4450 ad
4860 BP. (Byers 1959, Kaye and Barghoorn 1964). The peat stratum bel owthe stakes vas
dated to between 5600 and” 5700 BP, while a sanple of wood fromthe silts over(lle ng the
veir vas dated to about 3L BP (Arnold and Libby 1951, Kaye and Barghoorn 1964).

Nd cultural artifacts other than the nodified stakes were found inprevious
I nvestigations of the weir site.

Archaeol ogical Site Boundaries and Justification _ _ o

The knom distribution of archaeologically identified portions of the fishweir |ies
wthin the present boundaries of the Back Hstoric District. However, the exact
horizontal extent of the weir site have not fully established, since the Back B
has not been s%st ematical ly surveyed for archaeol ogical resources. Lacking the physical
evidence for the boundaries of the fishweir site, the present boundaries or the Back Bay

Hstoric District serve as the boundaries of the fishweir site, as it is nost |ikely,
given the reconstruction of the prehistoric shoreline, that the fishweir(s) extended
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thro%réout this area. The integritK of the fishweir i s expected to be uniformacross
thet k Bay district, because of the systematic filling of the district inthe 19th
century.

In late |%rehistoricandear!y historic tines, the Back Bay vas atidal cove of the
(harles Rver estuary, consisting of nudflats and salt narshes. Prelimnary .
sedi nentol ogi cal anal ysis has resulted in an estinatation of the prehistoric shore |ine
of the cove (see figure 1?.. ~This shal | ow cove woul d have been a suitabl e | ocation for
the construction of anefficient and highly productive fishweir. The configuration of
the weir stakes indicates that the weir woul d have nost |ikely been subnerged during
high tide, but exposed at | owtide, thus trappw;g fish after the tide receded (D ncauze
19 3}. 't ispossible that the weir nay have extended across the area spanning between
Charles Street on the east, @l untus A’enue on the south, Exeter Street (or perhaps even
Fairfield Street) on the west, and Mnorial Drive on thenorth inorder totake =
advantage of thenatural configuration of the cove (see flﬁure 1). However, additional
ar chaeol ogi cal testing woul d be necessary to reconstruct the con&gte configuration ad
Bul |t ex%ent of the weir(s) wthin the current boundaries of the k Bay Hstoric
strict.
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7. DESIRPTTON
Twentieth Century Conmercial Architecture

Commerci al buildings, both fromthe late 19th and early 20th centuries, are well| represented
in the Back Bay HistoricDistrict. Mst of these differ inuse, scale and nassing from the
original four and five story residential structures characterizing the Back Bay's
19th-century devel opnent. However, inportant elements are shared by both. These include

hi gh strlearchitecture, overal |l qualityof omamentation and materials and designs by the
city's leading architectural firms. Conmercial construction inthe Back Bay consists of two
maj or types: conversion of existing 19th-centurY residential buildings or new construction
specifically for conmercial use. Architectural styles represented include Ronanesque,
Conmerci al, Neoclassical and Beaux Arts nodes.

Typical Back Bay brick roviiouses remain in large nunbers on Newbury Street and, to alesser,
extent, on Boylston Street; often, these have had one and two-story 20th century additions
nade to the front. Nunfber 396-8 Boylston Street, anansard style dwelling, has a
particularly notable 1911 storefront addition revealing Art Nouveau influences initsinset
broadly arched metal and glass facade.

Distinctive exanpl es of the new conmercial structures put up in the 1890s include 707-711
Boylston Street, the six-story R chardsoni an Fonanesque red brick and brownstone structure at
the comer of Exeter Street (1892, George W Pope).

Anong the buildings influenced by the Renai ssance Revival style are the brick with stone trim
Vérren Chanbers bui | di ng (415-421 Boylston Street, 189, Ball, Dabney) 372-378 Boyl ston
Street (1894, WT. Sears), and 727-731 Boylston Street (1895 G W Pope). Beaux Arts
treatment can be noted in the building at 571-575 Boylston Street (1914, Henry B Al den),
which is omanented inbrick, terracotta, and stone.

Technol ogi cal advances in building construction are also exenplified by the range of the
district's conmercial buildings. Wile the earliest buildings feature w ndow openings set
into load bearing nasonry walls, the devel opment of steel framng nade possible the expansion
of wndowareas and the use of cladding in mterials such as stone veneers and architectural
terra cotta. Anunber of the early 20th century buildings have aclear pier and spandrel,
rectilinear enphasis to their facades, acomontrait of the Conmercial Style.
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Nuner ous handsone exanpl es of Conmercial Style buildings remain; the Berkeley Building
(414-426 Boyl ston Street) is a particularly 5|?n|f|cant exponent. This six-story comer
bui | ding, designed by the architectural firm of Godnan and Despradelle, vas built in 1905.
The design achieves a strong vertical enphasis by its series of terra cotta piers which
separate | arge w ndow spandrel areas and rise continuously through five stories above the
storefront level, termnatingin segmental arches. Rich ornanent is focused at the parapet
level and inpier moldings flanking the wide central bay on Boylston Street. Another
noteworthy exanpl e of steel-franed comercial construction with quality detailing is 143-45
Newbury Street (HB Allen, 1927), a neo-Gothic style structure with a |imestone veneer and
copper bays. | .

The work of the promnent Boston firm of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge at 885-889 Boyl ston
Street (1907) features Beaux Arts and Mssion Styl e decorative elements, and double-story
netal -clad oriel wndows. The Boylston Chanbers, built by 1908, is a large six-story
building at #739; this contains Boston's onlr known surviving exanpl es of Chicago-style
w ndows. Its use of terra cotta features a flanmboyantly decorative com ce above an
otherwise sinple grid pattened facade. Terra cotta facades are found inother stylistic
nodes as wel |, such as the Gothic Revival (e.g., 651-655 Boyl ston Street, erected between
1908 and 1922), and Beaux Arts (e.g., 400-402 Boylston Street, 1908, A H Bowditch.)
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Tre Boylston Street fishweir site i s considered to be an inportant contributing el enent

of the Back Bay Hstoric District, which includes the significant cultural features of

Rgst land use of the district. The fishweir site neets criteria A Cawd Dof the
tional Register.

The fishweir site contains the physical renains of events surrounding the prehistoric
adaptation to the changing environnent. Built roughly during the stabilization of the
rise insea level, the construction of the weir represents a strategem exerci sed
prehistoric groups to ex?I oit the narine resources of the newy devel oped Charles R ver
estuary (Dncauze 1973, 1974). The site exhibits the technology ad nethods of
construction representative of the prehistoric use of fishweirs. Athough thereis
consi derabl e information availableon the use ad construction techniques enpl oyedin
the construction of fishweirsduring the historic ad recent periods ZChI efly in regions
outside of Mhssachusetts), there are few if any, knom well-preserved archaéol ogi ca
fishweir sites dating to the prehistoric period inthe world. Snce there isindirect
evidence inthe formof tools ax food processing features that weir technol ogy played
an inportant part in the prehistoric occupation of Mssachusetts, the unique
p_res_e;yatlon of the Back Bay fishweir nakes this cultural resource of extrene

si gni fi cance.

Further investigation of the fishweir site will help to delineate the nunber, the
internal configuration ad functional attributes, horizontal extent, and dates of use of
the flshvve!r(s)g. Wth this information, it wll be possible to estinate the effort of

| abor required to construct and utilize the weir(s), and thus nake inferences concerning
the size ad structure of ﬁrem storic groups inhabiting the Boston area in Late Archaic
tines. The question of the date ax reasons for of the use of the weir can
al so be addressed.

The fishweir site contains infornation which islikely to contribute significantly to
the research and understanding of prehistoric settlenent and subsistence systens which
changed through tine; prehistoric strategiesfor the exploitationof narine resources;
the conplexity of social organization; population dynamcs; technol ogy; territoriality;
ax the degree of sedentism practiced dunnc}; the the Late Archaic pertod (ca. 5000-
BP.). The unusually fine preservation of the wood used in the construction of the
weir{s), and the excellent preservation of the cultural and ecol ogical remains (e.g.,
nol [ uscs, nacro- and mcrobotanical renmains, pollen, foramnifera, diatons,
mcrofossils, bone, etc.) provide data essential for reconstructing the functional and
nechani cal characteristics of the weir, its specific environnental setting and regional
pal eoecol ogy.
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Twentieth Century Commercial Devel opnent

In addition totheinportant 19th century residential, institutional and commercial e
architecture of theBack Bay, thedistrict contains al ong Boyl ston and Newbury Streets a
significant collection of early 20th century conmercial buildings which reflect avariety of
architectural nodes. As agroup, these 19th and early 20th century commercial buil dings
portray the chan?| ng character of thestreet over a 50 year period of devel opment from 1870

to 1930. The eclecticism common tothe period' s comercial architecture survives toa :
consi derabl e extent within the district and canbe noted inthe nultiple story nasonry I
bui | dings i nthe Ronanesque, Commercial, Neoclassical and Beaux Arts nodes vdiich stand along i
Newbury and Boyl ston Streets. Although the first level storefronts of nany of these 1
bui | dings have been altered through the years, the upper stories é;enerallyrenain intact and

di spl aY. avariety of facade treatments, with nolded terracotta and pressed metal sheathing J
prevailing. ,

Mich of Boylston Street and all of Newbury Street was originally devel oped instylish brick I
row housi ng typi cal of the remai nder of the district. The 20-foot setback manda
Back Bay's original plan has been retained al onP Newbury Street and nuch of Boyl ston Street I
and reflects thedistrict's original residential use. . |

Several factors encouraged commercial growth onthese twostreets. Boylston Street devel oped

Its commercial character first, beginning inthe 1880s and continuing through 1930 andt o t he
present day. Proximtytothe Boston and Providence Railroad Stationat Providence Sguare N
(now Park Square), just outside theBack Bay district at its northeastern conmer stinulated 1
connerci al devel opnent on Boyl ston Street between Arlington and Dartnouth Streets. I
Gonmercial buil dings began t o be erected as early as the 1880s. Sone of thestreet's

original rovAouses were replaced or altered t oacconmodate retail andoffice uses.

Simlarly, vacant parcels began to be devel oped with comvercial buildings. Building activity
continued along the southern end of Boylston Street during the first twodecades of the
twentieth century and cohesive groupings of those structures remain today.

Newbury Street's commercializationdidnot occur until the early 20th century with the bulk
of lower story conversions and new construction taking place inthe1920s. This devel opnent '

probably relates t o the beginnings of apartnent conversion inthe Back Bay, which

necessitated nearby conmercial establishments, and toa general westward expansion of

Boston's traditional comercial center. Such devel opnents culmnated inthereconstruction |
of Arlington Street with [arge conmercial buildingscatering to the upper class, the forenost

of which aretheJunior League Qub of 1929 and the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, built in 1931.
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Though the twostreets share the bulk of the Back Bay's conmercial devel opnent, conmercial
constnction on Boylston Street tends to consist primarily of conbined office andretail uses
while Newbury Street's commercial uses are confined t ospecialty retail shops on the |ower

stories. Uﬁper stories, especially for Newbury Street's nany remaining 19th-century
roviiouses, have general |y been converted to apartnent use.
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes °* no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | deteriorated unaltered original site
CZ] good CZl ruins CZ| altered moved date.
CZl fair CZ| unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZI summary paragraph
CZI completeness

CZ clarity

CZl alterations/integrity
e dates

CZ boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CZ completeness i

CZ clarity

d] applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

CZl relating significance to the resource
context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CZ! justification of exception

CZl other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. Stale Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZl Maps
CZ Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may 6e continued on an attached sheet
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aealgned by NPS)

Back Bay District AG 171973
2. LOCATION

Massachusetts COUNTY suffolk Boston

STREET AND NUMBER

3. MAP REFERENCE

SORE Boston

Redevel opnent Authority Decenber, 1966 1: 200
Back Bay Residential District

REQUIREMENTS: PRQPE.B-TY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:

GPO 932.010
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March 14, 1978

M. Edward T. Pol | ack

Actlnp, Area Director AN

Boston Area Office

US Departtaent of Housing and
U ban Devel opnent -. .

Bul finch Building

15 NewChardon Street ..

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Dear H. Poll ack:

O February 23, 1978, the Council received adeternlnatlon fromthe

U S Departra@it of Housing and Urban Devel opraent that t he proposed
construction of Exeter Towers woul d not adversely affect the Back Bay
Historic District, aproperty Included i nthe National Register of Historic
Places. TheExecutive Director does not object to your determnation.

A copy of your deter»lnatlon of noadverse effect, along vlth supporting
docunentation and this concurrence, should be Included | nany asscssnient
or statenent prepared for this undertaking I nconpliance with the National
Environriental Policy Act andshould be kept | nyour records as evidence
of your coTDpllance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 US C 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Your continued cooperation |s appreciated.

Sincerely yonrs.

cc: Chai rman * N

SHPO-MA HOHD HFS

(RC Tannenbaui n: kbs 3- 14 Mra F. Harrison

File: MN Back Bay H D./106/ HI Exeter Towers\sslstant Director

Ly L - 10 f f i c e of Revlev
and Conpl i ance

. NeW & acs

JOOAN MEAGYOONTH SFILE



AQvisory
Council On
Historic

Pr eser vation

1522 K Street. NW
Washington. DC 20006

MNEIVORANDIM G- AGERIVENT

WHEREAS i n accordance with the provisions of the Housing and Community
Devel opnent Acts of 1974 and 1977, the City of Boston (City), Massachusetts,
proposes t ofund, in part, the proposed Copley Place project using funds
from the Department of Housing and Urban Devel opnent; and,

WHEAS the City, inconsultationwith the Massachusetts State Historic

Preservation Officer (SHPO, has determned that this undertaking as proposed
woul d have an adverse effect upon Trinity Church, the Boston Public Library,
the South End Historic District, andthe Back Bay Historic District, properties
included in the National Register of Historic Places, andthe St. Botolph

Street Historic District, aproperty eligible for the National Register;
and,

WHEREAS pursuant t oSection 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 US C Sec. 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320) and Section
800. 4(d) of the Advisory Council onHistoric Preservation's (Council)
regul ations, "Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 (AR Part
800), the City has requested the comments of the Council; and,

WHEREAS pursuant to Section 800.6 of the Council's regulations,

representatives of the Council, the City, andthe Massachusetts SHOhave
consulted and reviewed the undertaking t oconsider feasible and prudent
alternatives t oavoid or satisfactorily mtigate the adverse effect;

NW THERFQRE i tis mutually agreed that the undertaking will be
i mpl emented i n accordance with the attached proposal from Robert J. Ryan,

Director, Bgston Redevel opment Authority, t oavoid adverse effects onthe
above-nentioned properties.

(date)f/z"
Ating ExeVctive Director

Advisory Council onHistoric Preservation

(date)
Chairman
.Advisory Council on Historic Preservation



RobertJ. Ryan, Director

aCT 2C 190

M. Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chief, Eastern Division of

Project Review . ,
Advi sory Council on Historic .

Preservation
1522 K Street, NW - !
Washington D C 20005

RE Copl ey Place Devel opment, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear M. Tannenbaum

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966 and the procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (36 QR Part 800), the City of Boston, acting for the
U S Department of Housing and Urban Devel opment (HUD)  pursuant
to Section 104(h) of the Housing and Community Devel opnment Act of
1974, as anended, has consulted with the Massachusetts State
Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation regarding the proposed Copley Place Devel opnent

in the Back Bay section of the City of Boston, for which the City
has applied to HD for Urban Devel opnent Action Grant funds to
assist in the implementation of this project.

The proposed project is adjacent to several properties listed iji,
or eligible fbr listing in, the National Register of Historic
Places, including the Back Bay Historic District, the South End
Historic District, the St. Botolph Street Historic District, the
Boston Public Library, and Trinity Church.

As agreed upon during the consultationprocess, w submt herein

a proposal for stipulations to be incorporated into a nmenorandum

of agreement pursuant to Section 36 (R 800.6(c). These stipulations
have the concurrence of the State Historic Preservation Officer,

as indicated by the signature bel ow

1 Ciry HB Squo“e o ,
5osTon. Mossoctxiserts 022Q1 ' -
(617)722-"00 . . . T A



M." Tannenbaum
Page Tw

1. The Copley Place project will be executed according to the
plans and specifications prepared by the Architects Collaborative,
Inc., dated July 11,  1980.

2. Prior to connencinﬁ construction of the above grade portions
of the retail center, hotels, housing, and office Duildings
conmponents of the project, the City of Boston will submt final
plans and specifications, together with sanples of facade materials
to be used, to the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer
for review and approval. | f, after review, the State Historic
Preservation Officer does not approve the selection of materials

and the final plans and specifications, the parties, including the
City of Boston, the State Historic Preservation Officer and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation will consult further to
resolve the matter. ,

3. Non-brick facade material wused for the housing conponent of the
roject, including material used for w ndow bays and for horizonta
ands at the floor lines and balconies, shall be of the sanme or com

patible masonry materials as that selected for the overall nmasonry

material of the other conponents of the project. "Dryvit" wil

not be used in the project.

Shoul d you have any questions with regard to this un
contact M. Richard Mertens, Environnmental Review Of
(617)722-4300, extension 288, or M. Joseph Orfant o
setts Historical Conm ssion, at (617)727-8470.

dertaking, please
ficer, at
f the Massachu-

Sincerely,

Rober t
Director

Concurrence

Patricia L Wesl owski
State Historic Preservation Officer



Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street. NW
Washington. DC 20005

AOCM>N - AA[T A J-FAIPANA

N¥ 7 19890

M. Richard B. Mertens
Environmental Review Officer
Bost on Redevel opnment Aut hority
Boston City Hall

(he City Hall Square

Boston, MA 02201

Dear Mertens;

The Council has received your signed pri%0sal int'ludtng t (M «Txt' 0" A
concurrence of the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer for
the Copley Place Project andtheTrinity Church, Boston Public Library.
jouth EndHistoric District. fBack. Bay Historic District| andSt. Botolph
Street Historic District. n

V¢ have reviewed theproposal and have determned that i trepresentsthe
agreenment reached by theconsulting parties. Therefore, pursuant t o
Section 800.6(c) of theCouncil's regulations (36 R Part 800), a

Menor andum of Agreenent has been prepared an forwarded t ot he Charimn

of theCouncil for ratification. The Menorandum of Agreenent will
becone final after 30 days or earlier i fratified by theChairman, and
the undertaking nay then proceed. A copy of theratified Agreenent will
be provided for your records. Theratified Menorandximof Agreenment will
constitute theCouncil's coD nents i naccordance with Section 800.6(c)(3)
and conpletes your responsibilities under Section 1060f t heNational
Historic Preservation Act andt he Council's regualtlons. «

Thank youfor your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Jdtdfan E Tannenbaum
Chi ef, Eastem Division
of Project Review

Encl osure



Certified Mail No. P284 7A0 371

5. =% The Commonwealth of M assachusatts

« Officeof the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massechusetts Historical Commission

Vdeie A. Tdmege

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer January 10, 1985

M. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

18th & C Streets, NW

Vidshi ngton, DC 20240
Dear M. Shul l:
Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

B gel ow School, Boston (local)

O nock Gonmunity Health Center, Boston (state, |ocal)

(owner/ceo notification waived)

Dorchester Pottery Vorks, Boston (state, |ocal)
-@wtomn Clinton Historic District, Clinton (local)

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed

by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meetings and were afforded
the .oppo;tunity tocomment. Conments received todate are attached tothe nom
ination forns.

In addition, anendnents to the Back Bay Historic District are also included. .
These aul 7ndnents t ot he statements of descriptionand significance expand t he nom
ination toinclude inportant archaeol ogical and 20th century commercial resources
not articulated intheinitial [isting (1973).

A'so included are five additional propertieswthin the Taunton Miltiple Resources
nomnation. These are the:

Taunton Geen Historic District N
W liam Vdodward House, 117 Arlington Street ..

ileck of Land Cenetery, Sunmer Street ' : -
WIliam Lawence House, 101 Sonerset Avenue ..
Taunton State Hospital, 60 Hdges Avenue

80 Boylsdon Street, Boston, Massachusdtts 02116 (617) 727-8470 i r



The Taunton Geen Historic District, returned for technical and substantive reasons,
has been revised as per NR staff conments. The final four properties are new
subm ssi ons, which were withheld for further information at thetine of theorigina
NB\ subm ssi on.

Sincerely

Sarah J. Z nmer nan _
Preservation Planning Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

SJZ/ hi
Encl osur es
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U.S. DEPABTMEffr OF THE INTERIOR

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

1. CAL7p]~ TO:

FROM

*. DETAILS OF DKCUSSION

[/1U?

TELEPHONE REPORT

(Mmmm)

<A

(jirilAin

NAME or PCMfOfiPLACINa/NKCEIVINa CALL TITLE

FHH-8-227
June 1978

2. AODNESS  (Tel

acepe

So.

TIME OF

needed)

CALL

AM
PM



H32(2280) I e e Ay -

Mr. Jonathan Sachs 3
ADLER POLLAXK & SHEEHAN PC ' '
Ore Citizens Plaza, 8* FHoor '
Providence, Rl 02903

Dear Mr. Sachs - "o N

A Thank you for your recent inquiry concerning the building located a 138 S. James Stredt in
Bogton, MA.

We ae pleasad to inform you that the building located a 138-148 S. James Street (the Copley
PazaHotd) is included inthe Nationa Register of Historic Places as acontributing building in
the Back Bay Historic District. The Back Bay Historic District was listed inthe National
Regigter of Historic Flacesfor its historic and architecturd importance on August 14, 1973.

Heas=let us know if we may provide any additional information or assstance. We gopreciae
your interest inthe historic presarvation programsof the National Park Service.

Sincerdly, , . e .

Patrick Andrus, Historian
National Register of Historic Haces

cc. MA SHPO
bcc. 2285
2280 Loether

Badc File Retained In 2280
FNP:PANdrus. OP:07-23-2010: s:\nr_correspondencasachs



