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£g] Origir.al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The corner stone of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church was laid September 5, 1887. The architect of the 
predominently gothic structure was Robert_S^. Roeschlamb. 
Supervising the construction was Henry Augustus Buchtel, 
later pastor, Chancellor of the University of Denver and 
Governor of Colorado. Completion was in December of 1888.

The church was designed with a second floor sanctuary 
with a balcony on two sides and the rear. Altogether,- the 
auditorium seats between 1200 to 1300 people. At the time, 
it was Denver's largest and was used for lectures, concerts, 
etc. The ground plan is that of the cross, with the altar 
at the east end.

The exterior of the church is a 'pale pink and jjray 
sandstone. The distinctive spire rises 181 feet, 1\ inches 
above the sidewalk. It is constructed of the same sandstone 
and is hollow and without any cross bracing of any kind.

The interior contains several outstanding features. One 
is the large pipe organ designed by G. A. Audsley of London 
and built by Hilborne Roosevelt of New York. The organ 
possesses 4/290 pipes ranging in height from 32 ft. to 
3/8 of an inch. Originally, there were only 12 known 
Roosevelt pipe organs known to exist in the U.S.

Other outstanding features are the bronze and oak pulpit 
designed by Buchtel and the stained glass Tiffany window on 
the west wall. A joining the Trinity Church is the newer 
Trinity Building which was added in 1926. Like the church, 
it is constructed of pink sandstone.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The congregation which built the Trinity Methodist 
Church is reputedly Denver's oldest, having organized ,in 
1859; the same year in which Denver was founded. Built 
in 1887-88, the Trinity Church was one of Denver's early 
architectural landmarks. Today, it stands in the middle 
of the city's business district.

Much of Trinity's significance lies with its unique 
interior, although the exterior is an example of the neo- 
Gothic period in America's architecture. The large pipe 
organ, the pulpit of bronze and oak, and the Tiffany 
s£flitt§d glass entitled "Resurrection" are singularly unique
to Trinity. Trinity United Methodist Church still functions 

today and represents a continuum of Denver's religious life.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

/Wtf/M/^ Lima (A/-L^f~ ifCfnef, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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