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The Main Street Historic District in Rockland comprises some sixteen 
architecturally and historically significant buildings. Dating from the mid- 
19th century, few of the district's buildings have undergone major alteration, 
The district is located in the center of the coastal city of Rockland and re­ 
tains the scale and density of a prosperous 19th-century commercial district.

Buildings contributing to the character of the district:

Map # Street * Main Street ~ East Side

1 335-359 Rurpee and Singhi Block, by 1873
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with, wood and stone trim

2 371-377 Ulmer Block, 1858
Italianate, 2 stories, frame with clapboarded exterior

3 387 Thorndike Hotel, 1854-55
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

4 401 Phoenix Block, 1856
Originally Italianate, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone 
trim, Mansard 4th story with slate sheathing added after 1873

5 407 Masonic Block, by 1873
Italianate, originally 3 stories, brick with stone trim, re­ 
duced to 2 stories in 20th century

6 419 Custom House Block, 1853
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with cast iron trim

7 423-429 Kimball Block, 1853
Greek Revival, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

8 431-439 Wise and Kimball Block, by 1873
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

9 Berry Block, by 1873
Originally Italianate, 2 stories, brick with wood and stone 
trim, facade remodeled and 3rd story added c. 1900

10 447-449 Hewett Block, by 1873
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone and cast 
iron trim ^^ §t?,eet ^ West 3^

11 ,374 Security Trust Building, 1912
R. Clipstone Sturgis of Boston, Architect
Colonial Revival, 1 story, brick with wood and stone trim
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

That section of Main Street in Rockland included in the historic district is 
of significance from two important aspects; 1, It contains a remarkably well 
preserved collection of commercial Buildings which possess rare uniformity both 
chronologically and in architecture and scale and, 2. It demonstrates the amaz^ 
ing resilience and vitality of this thriving mid-nineteenth century city in the 
wake of a major disaster.

Originally a part of Thomaston, where settlement took place along the St. 
George River by the mid^l7th century, the area on the short of Penobscot Bay 
now encompassed by the City of Rockland was not occupied until the late 18th 
century. Lime-burning, an industry later to become a main stay of 19th century 
Rockland f s economy was begun in the region during the 1730 r s but it was not until 
1785 that George Ulmer established the first such enterprise on the bay shore.

As a measure of the growth of early Rockland, the first tavern was established 
in 1793 and two years later the first post office as well as the first meeting 
house. After 1815 the development of this seciton was steady and began to out­ 
strip the earlier centers of settlement. Rockland harbor, although somewhat exposed 
became the focal point of three major industries, shipbuilding, lime^-burning in 
the great kilns whicli lined the shore, and salt manufacture (the latter died out 
by mid-century). In 1848, after much, acrimonious debate, the bay shore area sep<- 
arated itself and was incorporated as East Thomaston. Two years later the name 
was changed to Rockland in recognition of the now preeminent limestone processing 
industry. By 1850 the population had reached 2,600.

In 1853 a series of fires beset the Rockland business district on Main 
Street, the easrt side of which hacks up on the waterfront. These occurred 
on January 1, February 28, March 28 arid May 22. The last of these was particul­ 
arly disastrous beginning at the site of the present Pillsbury Block (13) and des­ 
troying all the buildings on the west side of Main Street between Spring (now Museum) 
Street and Limerock Road and most of those immediately opposite. There was of 
course speculation that these conflagrations were the work of an "incendiary", but 
no definite proof was ever produced.

Rebuilding was begun immediately and such was the economic climate in the 
thriving town that in spite of the capital losses a business boom resulted. It is 
interesting to note that two of the first three blocks erected, the Kimball Block 
(7) and the first Berry Block (15) were designed in the Greek Revival style which 
had dominated the earlier streetscape. All the subsequent buildings, however,
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Property Owners 
Main Street - East Side

Burpee and Singhi Block- David Bjork, ARockland, Maine <--

^ Ulmer Block- Joy Realty Co. ^Rockland, Maine L,

v Thorndike Hotel- Nathan Berl&wsky*,^ Rockland, Maine -

v Phoenix Block- Evelyn Kohn,CWest Palm Beach, Florida

v Masonic Block- Franoway Real ty,A Bos ton, Massachusetts

v Custom House Block- Knox Broadcasting^, Inc. Rockland, Maine

v Kimball Block- Knox Mining Co rp."^; Rockland, Main e -
V0 jGruc.a fej

is Wise and Kimball Block- Barbara Emple, ̂ Brewer, Maine

Berry Block - Paul Arvidson, Rockland, Maine
A

«Vt.* V\«vvv* St , 
Hewett Block - Barry Fab er, A Rockland, Maine 

Main Street - West Side « CVl ^ jt 
Security Trust Building - Byuce J. MacDiarmid, x Camden, Maine

Big L Discount Health and Beauty Aids - Kennedy Crane II, 
•y V*"- Owls Head, Maine

/^Pillsbury Block - Kennedy Grade 11,-^Owls Heads, Maine -

' Coffin's - Levi Coff in^Rockland^^Maine

Berry Block - David Achorn - Kelly Crie, xRockland', Maine
A

Berry Block - Robert 'Gregory, Owls Head, Maine fo- £>oX</3/ 
School Street - South side £ot^*> /}*j i>, AVJ-' oV^VI

House - Samuel Collins, • Rockland, Maine
\6 £tVt*«) St .

& ^Thorndike & Hix Block - M. Rollins, Union, Maine
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Map # Street

13 Pillsbury Block, 1859, remodeled c. 1915
Originally Mansard, 4 stories, brick with stone and metal 
trim, facade remodeled c. 1915 to include replacement of 
Mansard roof with projecting horizontal cornice

15 410 Berry Block, 1853-54
Greek Revival, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

16 Berry Block, 1856
Italianate, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

School Street - South Side

17 10 House, by 1859
Italianate, 2^ stories, frame with clapboarded exterior

18 18 Thorndike and Hix Block, 1905-06
Colonial Revival, 3 stories, brick with wood and stone trim

Nonconforming intrusions detracting from the integrity of the district
Main Street - West Side

12 376 Big L Discount Health and Beauty Aids 
Contemporary, 1 story

14 Coffin f s
Contemporary, 1 story
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beginning the following year, bespoke the new movement in architecture and were 
either Italianate or Mansard in design.

As further evidence of the resiliency of the community, it was incorporated 
as a city in 1854, the eighth in the state. By 1860 the population had burgeoned 
to 7,317.
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crossing Main Street, along the south side of the alley opposite, to the 
rear property line of the Hewett Block (10) where it turns southerly 
running along the rear property lines of the buildings on the east side 
of Main Street to Winter Street and westerly along the north side of said 
street to the point of beginning.
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