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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Norwood Memorial Municipal Building

other names/site number Norwood Town Hall

2. Location

street & number 566 Washington Street N/A not for publication
city or town Norwood _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk code 021 zip code 02062

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this J*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"Mmeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally  statewide ftj*locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

iture of certifying official/Tile  Juditty B. McDonough, Executive Director Cate
sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lona! Park Service Certification
herefcy certify that this property is: Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Nonfood Memorial Municipal Building
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private X building

X public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Politics/Government: Town Government
Social: Meeting Hall

Miliatar/: War Memorial

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic Revival

Jacobethan

Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings
sites
structures
_ Objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Politics/Government: Town Governmen

Social: Meeting Hall

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Rubble Stone
walls Dressed Massachusetts Granite

Ashlar with Indiana Limestone
roof Slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheet
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7. DESCRIPTION

Condructed between 1927 and 1928, the Norwood Municipa Building is a fine example of Late
Gothic Reviva public architecture, as designed by Norwood resdent William G. Upham. Thetown's
leading architect during the first half of the 20th century, Upham, designed severd Norwood Center
buildings including the Talbot Block and Norwood Thegter, while further afield, he was responsble
for Masonic temples in Eagt Providence, Rhode Idand and Waltham, Massachustts. The Norwood
Municipal Building is congructed of dressed Massachusetts granite ashlar one st in a random pattem
with Indiana limestone trimmings and a Mainedate roof ThisL-shgped building encompesses three
dructural components a2 12 story Memorid Hall dedicated to the memory of Norwood's citizens
who died in World War |, a 110 foot tower a its southwest comer and a3 12 half story Town Hall
wing.

The Norwood Municipal Building, is prominently Sted on the north sde of the rectangular perk
known as Veeans of Foreign Wars Sguare. Together with the United Methodist Church (1885) and
. Catherinés R.C. Church (1910-12) a the southwestern and northwestemn corners of Washington
and Nahatan Streats, respectively, the Norwood Municipal Building forms a memorable node of
masonry Gothic Reviva public buildings.

The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building property dso indudes a small, succo covered "lock up"
orjail hous= Additionally, a World War 1 memorid inthe form of a Gaman cannon and cannon
cariage cgptured by American forces in France is located a the southwest comer of this property.
The Norwood Memorial Municipal Building property is alikely candidete for nomination to the
Nationa Regider of Historic Places.

The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building occupies a 35,806 square foot lot on land that gently
dopes down from Washington Street to the Boston and Providence Railroad track, one block to the
eed.

The "green gpaces’ of this property bordering the Nahatan and Washington Street facades were
originaly designed by the Boston-based landscape architect Arthur Shurtcliff. Changesto the
landscaped portions of this parcd have probably occurred over time, but to what extent is not clear.
Presently, the Nahatan Stret Side of this property features awak a linking the tower entrance with the
soondary entrance near the southeast corner of the Town Hall. Between the walk and the dreet isa
relatively ample lawn which dopes down to a low, limestone-cgpped retainingwall. Composed of the
samerandom ashlar materias as the Norwood Memorid Municipal Building, this retaining wall is
carried around the comer to Centrd Street as a free-standing wall averaging 5to 8 feet in height. This
wall shidds from view a flight of sairs which isdso bordered by aretainingwall. These gairs link
the secondary entrance near the south east comer with Centra Street.

(continued)
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Near the southwest comer of this parcd is a concrete walk extending from the tower entrance to the
sdewdk bordering Nahatan Street.  Both the tower entrance's dde walk and the Garman cannon are
flanked by circular aress planted with flowers.

The Krupp-manufactured cannon or field piece is st back from the Nahatan and Washington streets
comer and is painted gray; the cannon's training and eevating mechenisms ae still intact. Sad to
have been ceptured from Geaman troops by American troops in France during World Wer |, this
artifact of war was donated by The American Legion Pog Number 70 as a "finishing touch" & the
time of the municipal building's completion in 1928.

The planted area between the Memorid Hall and the Washington Strest sdewak is extremdy minimal
with just enough room for saven low shrubs and a narrow gtrip of grass. On the north Sde of the
building is an employees parking lot as well as this property's other significant smcture: a
rectangular, stucco covered, one and one half gtory ¢. 1880s sructure originally used as a "lock up" or
jail. Thisinteresting structure hes been adgpted for reuse as atown garage and gorage facility.

Parged with gtucco, this smcture exhibits windowswith ssgmentd headed, labe lintels. Enclosed by
a clipped gable, this building served as ajail or "lock-up" from the 1880suntil 1964. The Norwood
Ceatter "lock up" is an architecturaly significant secondary mcture on the municipa building'slot
and should be included in the nomination of this property to the National Register of Historic Haces

The Town Hall component of the Norwood Memoria Municipal Building dandswith its eet gable
Stuated dose to Centra Street, facing an early 20th century red brick Georgian Revival fire gation
which presently contains arestaurant. To the south of the municipa building is the 47,850 foot
Veeaans of Foreign Wars Square, a park with an early 1990s reproduction Victorian band dand & its
center. To the south of this tree-sheded park is a shopping district characterized by one to three- dory
Classcd and Georgian Revival brick and cagt gone commercid buildings. Diagonaly to the
southwest of the municipa building's comer tower isthe dark hued, asymmetrically messd granite
Methodist /Universadist United Church (1885) with its digtinctive, half - timbered entrance porch
trestments, picturesque massing which incdludes a prominent spire. Directly across from the Norwood
Memorid Municipal Building's west devation is the geble roofed main facade of the yellow brick,
Latin crossplan . Catherines Roman Catholic Church, desgned by Maginnes and Wash in 1910 to
1912.

The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building is the mogt architecturaly significant building bordering
the Veerans of Foreign Wars Square On the eedt Sde of this park isthe Norwood Theater which hes
recently been retumed to its original, mid 1920s gopearance. The plastic facade ingtdled ebove the
marquee during the late 1950s, was removed in 1995 to reved a handsome Spanish Colonial Reviva
thegter building. This 1920s movie pdace encompeasses storefronts retaining their origina  treetments
on either dde of the theater's entrance.

(continued)
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The Norwood Theater is congmcted of masonry materids identica to the orange, ceam and medium
gray granite of the municipa building (the orange hued granite denotes a high iron content). The
south sde of Norwood Squeare is bordered by the unadomed, planar brick surfaces of the three-story
Folan Building; the west sde of the squere is bordered by one and two-story cagt gone and brick
commercia blocks. Additionally, the west side of Norwood Sguare is bordered by theimposing
United Church. The generd area of the Norwood Municipal Building gpopears dligible for listingin
the National Regigter as an historic district; however, currently only the municipa building isbeing
consdered. In genad the primary materia for the Norwood Municipa Building's foundations and
walls is a dressad Massachusetts granite ashlar gone st in arandom pattemn. Thetrim doneisan
Indiana limestone encompassing: molded window surround and mullion assemblies, door and entrance
surrounds, decorative low relief carvings, water tables, belt courses, chimney cgpgones, geble pargpet
coping gones and the tower finials. In terms of windows, the sseh sysem is a common, sed frame
casemeant window. The saeh has been glazed with multi-paned inner frames made up of smal pands
of glassjoined and edge wrapped in athin shest metd grid mede from a soft, folded shest lead,
Dldered a all intersections. Lintels represant the labd or drip mold type common to Tudoresque
domedtic architecture. The gable roofs are covered with Mainedates The Norwood Municipal
building is an amdgam of the Late Gothic Revival and Tudor Reviva styles. The buttresses,
pinnacles and pointed arches of the entrance and window enframements oeek to the Gothicism of
15th century English Cathedrds. Typica of abuilding rooted in Medieval architecturd traditions, its
devations exhibit a picturesque asymmetry with off-center entrances fenestration, gable, dormer and
tower placement. The ecclesiagticd sensibility of this building is tempered by the more domestic
architectural form, massing and dements of the Memoria Hall and Town Hall wings of the municipal
building's remaining Tudoresque stmctural components.

Memorid Hall

The municipal building'sMemorid Hall wing is arectangular 2 12 story smcture bordering
Washington Sireet.  Partially abutting the tower's west wall, its south elevation's geble exhibitsa main
entrance flanked by small, rectangular, multi-pane windows. The windows of the Memorial Hall are
=t within labd moldings continued from the entrance's sepped lintel moldings. These moldings
aurround a cag gone plague depicting Norwood's legendary Revolutionary War era farmer/Minuteman
Aaon Guild. The artist of the Guild plague remains unidentified athough it would seem, judging by
stylistic characteridtics as well as the competent rather than superior quality of its craftsmanship that it
is not the work of the highly accomplished Cyms Edwin Dallin; Dalin's work ssamsto have been
confined to the sculpturd detail of the Memorid Hall's north window enframements. Above and
digned with the entrance isan orie window and a small, narrow attic window. The attic window is
st within a seeply pitched gable. The three center bays of thefive-bay wes devation exhibit tall,
double windows with pand tracery st within laba moldings. Situated to the north and south of this
trio are single and double arched windows, respectively, which are flush with asill course and are half
the dze of those of the center three bays. Each of the center bays is surmounted by a rectangular
plague containing a shieddd and a low, gegply pitched gable, while the first and fifth bays feature

(continued)
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limestone string courses intermpted by rectangular omamental pands. Rising from between the first
and sscond and fourth and fifth bays are tall, corbded chimneys rendered in the Tudoresque manner.

The north eevation of Memorid Hall is dominated by a large and broad pointed arch window
composd of five tall and narrow windows containing pand tracery. In recent years, the original
opague glass of the north window, used throughout the hall hes been replaced by colored glass.

Like the south gable, the north gable of Memoria Hall is segply pitched and exhibitsa small, narrow
three pane attic window. Memoria Hall's eedt dlevation is bdow the grade of Washington Street.
The mogt northerly bay of this three bay facade features a secondary entrance which opensontoa
porch and gepswhich descend to aparking lot. St within a Tudoresque labd lintel, this Sde door is
aurmounted by a multi-pane fanlight with spandrds. To the south of this entrance areais a pair of
tall windows which are identicaly rendered to their counterparts on the west wall. To the south of
these windowsis this building'smogt massve chimney, rising from the parking lot to corbded
brickwork.

The Tower

The Norwood Municipal Building's tower rises from arabble sone granite foundation 122 feet to
finial - topped pinnacles a each of itsfour comers. Thistower contains a 50 bell carillon given to the
town by Wadter F. Tilton, aloca banker.

Access to the municipa building'smain entrance is gained via broad arched openings a the tower's
south and west walls. Located in the tower's open porch is a large rectangular bronze plague which
reeds "Erected in 1928 to commemorate the patriotism and valor of the men and womenfrom
Norwood who served our country in time of war". Abovethe south wall's arch are a banner and
shidd carved inlow relief  The date "1927" gpopears incised on the banner. Similarly an omamentd
shidd (with no banner) gppears above the west arch. On the eest wall of the tower's open porch isa
large rectangular bronze plague which reeds "Erected in 1928 to commodate the patriotism and valor
of the men and women of Norwood who sarved our country in time of war" citizens who served on
the building committee, the builder's and architect's name). The tower exhibits piers and buttresses
which exaggerate the verticality of the tower. The tower walls are pierced by three types of windows;
reading from just above the entrance arch to the tower's pinnades, these include pairs of: loop, narrow
labd heeded, arched and panded windows. Situated between the octagona comer pinnacles are
pargpets exhibiting blind arches and narrow, center pinnacles.

The Norwood Memoria Municipa Building's tower, dong with the towers of the Norwood and
Plympton Press buildings, ranks among the major landmarks on the town's "skyline". Indeed, this
tower, when viewed from the Monroe Strest (Cork City) ares, esst of the commuter rail projecting
entrance pavilion exhibiting double doors st within a pointed arch, tracks, transforms a digparate
collection of mid- 19th- century workers cottages into memorable streatscapes reminiscent of an
English village of condgderable age overshadowed by avillage church. Similarly, the tower esa

(continued)
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backdrop for the area of large, upscde, Itdianate homes in the Fred Holland Day House area(Day,
Vemon, Cottage Streets), west of Washington Street, enhancesthe dready aboundant picturesque
qualities of this resdentiad quarter.

The Town Hall Wing

The Town Hall wing extends essward from the tower and Memoria Hall ssgments of the Norwood
Memoria Municipal Building. Its six-bay, south elevation overlooks Nahatan Street, a major eest-west
traffic atery and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Square. From the tower to Centrd Stret, the windows
of the south facade increase in sze from narrow three pane double windows with smple bar lintelsto
fully enframed 9-pane double windows. Running between the basement and first floor windows isa
granite belt course which is intermpted a the sscond bay from Centrd Street by a shadlow. Above this
entrance is an oriel window, which, in tum, is surmounted by a narrow, three pane window whichis
enclosed by a deeply pitched gable.

In generd, the sash sysem of the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building'swindows is a common,
ded frame casement window which represents saverd  types of fenestration, including: narrow single
windows containing eight panes of glass, dandard szefifteen-panewindows; thirty- and forty
two-pane double windows and forty-five pane tripartite windows. The sseheshave been glazed with
multi-paned inner frames made up of amal pands of glassjoined and edge wrgpped in athin shegt
metd grid made from a soft, folded sheet lead, soldered a all sections.

With the exception of the bank of four windows to the right of the tower entrance, the windows of the
Town Hall wing's first floor are trested as multi-pane, transom-topped double openings with degp
mullions and labe lintel moldings. The sscond floor is pierced by tripartite windows. Four
pedimented dormers gppeer on the section of the south roof dope between the tower and the entrance
bay. Rising from the roof dopejust to the estt of this entrance bay is a corbeed chimney.

The three-bay Central Strest or esst devation of the Town Hall wing is beow the grade of
Washington Street; a center entrance on the eest wall provides acoess to afull basament. This
entrance isflanked by double windows and is surmounted by an omamental plague containing a
shidd, which intum, istopped by atwo sory oriel which lightsa stair hall. Fanking the oriel on the
first and seoond floors are double and tripartite windows, respectively. The eedt elevation culminates
in an off-center gable with a double attic window. Rising from ether sde of this gable are tall
corbeled chimneys.

To the north of this geble is a pedimented tripartite dormer. Briefly, the 3 12 gory north eevation of
the Town Hall wing overlooks an employees parking lot. Five double window bays are flanked by
broad (eest) and narrow (west) gable roofed bays. Window and entrance treatments are identica to
those featured on other devations, with the noteworthy exception of the sepped tripartite window that

(continued)
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lights the main gairway. Four dormers are ranged adong the north roof dope between the projecting
gables.

Norwood Memoria Municipal Building:Noteworthv Interior features

The Norwood Municipa Building encompasses five interior goaoes noteworthy for their architectural
dements and omamentation, including: The Memoria Hall, Memorial Hall's foyer, main stair hall
(first and seoond floors) and the Sdectmens Chamber.  In generd, the rogter of original architectural
dementsis extendve. These five public goaces ae remarkably intact, retaining original fumiture, ok
multi-panel wainscoting, memoria plagues, murds, lighting fixturesand plaster comice and ceiling
omament. The interior feature mog in nesd of immediate attention are segments of plagter walls
around windowsthat have been gained by rain water filtering through loose enframements and saeh.

Interior Features. Foyer, Memoria Hall Wing

The Memoria Hall wing condgsof afoyer and chapd-like hall. Accessto the foyer is gained from
the dreet viaan entrance on its south wall. The foyer's floor is composad of green, purple ad gray
daes The original ok bendhesrendered in an English Medieva manner still fumish this goece Full
length, panded osk walls exhibit plagues bearing the nermes of Norwood citizens who fought and died
in wars from the Revolutionto World War |. Thee panded ok wallsterminate a an omate plager

\Y comice exhibiting shidds and Tudor roses intertwined with leafy vines in low relief  The celling is
finished in fairly rough stucco from which is sugpended a wrought iron chanddier rendered in the
Spanish Colonia Reviva manner.  The architect hes heightened the drama of entering the bright,
expandve, high-ceilinged Memoria Hall from the foyer by rendering this ante chamber-like goeceas a
dark, intimate and low-celinged goace

The Memorid Hall isalong rectangular goece charecterized by multi-pand oek trestments which
extend from the gray, green and purple date floor to the window sills; the windows are set high on the
plager covered walls. Oak pew-like sedting, evidently designed specificaly for this hall, is st outin
rows, on ether sde of a center aide. The hall's north wall festures an dcove containing aplatform;
this dage is st within a great pointed arch and lit by the tall, broad and Gothicized north window.

During the 1980s colorful red, orange and gold glassreplaced the opague panes of the north wall's
large Gothic Revival window. In generd the window saeh in this room contains opagque glass.

The North Window's Enframements with Sculpturd figures by Cyras Edwin Dallin
Hanking the center ssgment of the north window, just below the gpex of the north window's arch, ae
full length sculptura figuresby Cyrus Edwin Dallin (1861-1944). Carved from limestone, the figure to

the left of the arch depicts a Civil War soldier while a World War | infantryman gppears on the right;
both figures are Stuated atop tall piers with comers acoanted by collonettes. A Civil War soldier is

(continued)
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depicted wearing a Union Army uniform complete with cgp, half length coat with a cgpe covering his
shoulders. He holds a gun in avertical position with both hands. Hisright hand is bent a the ebow
and extends across his chest to hold the rifle while his left hand is a his Sdetouching the rifle. The
sculpturd figure benegth and  to the right of the arch's gpex depicts an American World Wer |
infantryman whose right hand hangs down a his sdewhile his left am is extended across his lower
torso. A gun in a holster hangs from his wide belt againg his left hip.

A narrow omamental band benesth the north window, exhibits an inscription in Medieva style
lettering, rendered in low relief which reeds "ThisMemorial Window Has Bean Erected in thisHall as
the Gift of Frank Gilman Allen To Honor those who Served the Country in Time of Wa. " pands.

This band isflanked by angled piers which rise unintermpted through the roof line.

Frank Gilman Allen was a leading loca busnessman, in-law of Norwood's prominent Wingdow
Tannery family and political figurewho served as Lieutenant Govemor and Govemor of the
Commonwedth of Massachusatts during the 1920s Above the north window's gpex is a Sonecarving
of an eagle with fiilly extended wings.

Three tall double windows st high on the wall overlook the Memoria Hall's west or Washington
Street wall. The eest wall is pierced by two tall windows which overlook the parking lot, whilethe
third bay, dtuated neer the intersection of the hall and tower components, exhibits atall murd in lieu
of awindow. Benegth this mura commemorating Norwood soldiers killed during the Civil War isa
subgtantia, boldly carved limestone fireplace mantle reminiscent of the mantles of French Renaissance
chateaux .

Jeen Jecques Hafner's Civil War Memoria Murdl

Briefly, Hafner's murd festures a sanding figure of a femae angd dressed in white robes, her ams
outstretched horizontally. 1n eech hand dhe holds a laurd wreath which hovers above the heeds of
women portrayed standing in profile, arms outdretched, nearly touching eech others hands These
femde figures evidently symbolize the reconciliation of the Union and Confederate sates of America
The southern figure is depicted wearing a aun bonnet whilethe northem women is hatless and wears
heavier garments. Above the heed of the angd is an eegle with afully extended wing Soread.
Benegth the angd and itsflanking femae figures are Union soldiers carrying bayonets over their
shoulders. At the lower right, the wives and mothers of the soldiers bid their men farewell as they
march off to war. The lower border of the mural bears a painted inscription which reeds “*Presented
by the GAR Musaum Association Composad of the Daughters of Union Veerans Womas Relief
Corps, Sonsof Union Veeaansand Sonsof Union Veeransauxiliary in Memory of the Grand Army
of the Republic". Flanking the pand are the dates of the War's commencameatt and conclusion: 1861
and 1865.

(continued)
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The mantle piece benegth this mura is composed of limestone with heavy scroll brackets which
support the mantle shelf  The fireplace's interior is extremey degp and the overdl stylistic sendhility
of the mantle is French Renaissance Revival. (Further resserch might determine this mantl€'s origins).
The inscription on the shiedld omamentation of the mantdpiece reeds "Presented by the GA.R.
Memoria association composed of the Daughters of Union Veterans Women's Relief Corps, Sons of
Union Veegansand the Sonsof Union Veeaans Auxiliary. In Memory of the Grand Army of the
Republic. 1861-1865. "

Above the entrance to the foyer on the south wall of this room is a bacony with ok railing and
turned balusters. The loft behind this railing was originally open and was endaosed during the early
1990sto creste a Town Retirement Office. The new succo covered wall, with its smal and narrow
02k bordered window hes been sendtively rendered to complement the original surface treatments of
the meeting hall. Particularly noteworthy is the exposad horizontal and angled osk truss work of the
roof Still intact are wrought iron Soanish Colonial Revival chanddiers.

The Main Stair Hall (first floor) is Stuated within the tower, adjacent to the memorid foyer to the
west and the first floor hall of the Town Hall wing to the eest. The portion of the main gair hall
adjacent to the tower entry is endosed by a low celling which openson to a gracefiil, curving stairway
which risestwo gories from a date d&b floor to the sscond floor landing; this Sairway features
granite treads as well a wood, wrought iron and bronze railing dements. This stairway is lit by three
tall and narrow gepped windows.

The Main Stair Hall's Revolutionary War and World War | Memorial Murds by Jeen Jaoques Hafner

On ether dde of these windows are murds by Professor Jeen Jaogues Hafner of Harvard University's
School of Architecture depicting soldiers of the American Revolution (upper murad) and World Wer |
(lower mural). Effectively utilizing muted primary colors for these commemorative works, Hafner
printed his name a the lower left comer of each mural. The Revolutionary War mural, depictsa
danding figure of a patriot soldier with left hand pointing heavenward while in his right hand is an
unfurling American flag. Inthe lower foreground ae three compatriots whose gere is directed a
British Red Coatswho ae portrayed retreating toward tall ships moored in a harbor visible in the
mural's background. Rising above His Majesty's ships ae gray and pink tinted clouds in the form of
the Statue of Liberty.

A amadl bronze plague under the murd reeds "gift of Arthur C. Tilton and Mabd Tilton Coolidge."
Arthur and Mabe were the children of Wadter Tilton, the Norwood banker who donated the carillon
bells to the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building. The World War |1 memorid murd over the
lower portion of the stairway depicts American World War 1infantrymen or "dough boys' Stuated
within a composition which subtly cdebrates the circular form. The infantryman sandsat the center
of the canvaswithin a circular goeceformed by the artist's placament of soldier comrades in the lower
foreground.

(continued)
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A hdmeted American soldier gands a lower left with hisright arm extended in the direction of the
centrd figure; am bent a the elbow, he holds arifle in hisleft hand. Dressed inthe distinctive
uniform of an American dough boy, this figure is shown holding awide-brimmed het in the hand of
his outdretched arm; the circular opening of the hat's undersde is clearly visible. The soldier's left
am hangs a his sde; he holds arifle in hisright hand. Behind and to the right of the center soldier
isapartialy unfiirled American flag. Hafner hes depicted a French, Notre Dame-like Cathedrd in
the background; rising behind the cathedrd are pillars of anoke wrought by war. A smadl bronze
plague is located benesth this murd; its inscription reeds " Gift of George H. Morrill*.  Mr. Morrill
was the president of the Norwood-based Morrill Ink Manufacturing Co., one of the world'sleading
producers of ink during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

On the ground floor of the gtair hall, a handicgpped accessramp leads into the Memoriad Hall's foyer.
The wallsof the main gair hall exhibit multi-pand osk woodwork. The plager omament of the Sair
hall's comices depict an unusud juxtaposition of rosettes and rope moldingswith symbols of war:
aosxd revolvers, swords and even hand grenedes with cartridge belts. Lighting fixtures inthemain
dair hal surviving from the late 1920s include a wrought iron chanddier and an degant lantern of the
same materid which hangs above the daircase

The second floor gtair hal isrendered identically to that of the main stair hall's first floor in terms of
floor, wall and ceiling treatments. This area contains a framed watercolor rendering for a ssgment of
the main gtair hall containing the Hafner murds rendered by William G. Upham, this building's
architect.

Interior Features: Town Hall Wing

In generd, the offices of the Town Hall wing are located on the north and south sSdes of the first and
soond floors, bordering center halls. These passageways are characterized by terrazzo floors, bese
boards of marble and wood, chair rails, multi- pene door transoms, plaster wallsand wooden picture
moldings. The remaining office rooms of the Town Hall wing retain their original configuration
dthough many of these goaces have been subdivided by removeble partitions and/or have hed original
ceiling heights lowered by the ingtalation of acoudic tile cellings.

The Sdectmens Chamber, located a the northeest corner of the Town Hall wing's second floor is
noteworthy for its solid oak doors, full-length, multi-paneled ok walls, ornate comice with floral ad
vine detail rendered in low plater relief as well as arich, densdy omamented ceiling featuring raised
and interlocking geometric pands. Still intact are the origina solid oak doors and the ceiling's bronze
lighting fixtures.

(continued)
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Alterations

Over time, the Norwood Municipal Building hes sugtained relatively minor dterations.

During the 1980s cdosat goece between the Memoria Hall and main stair hall was transformed into an
devator shaft. The devator, together with aramp between the Memorial Hall foyer and main stair
hall were installed to comply with handicapped accesscodes. The devator heed house on the roof is
amost completely invisible except (just barely) from the rear parking lot on the north side of the
building.

As previoudy noted, the large Gothic Revival window of the chape-like Memoriad Hall's north
devation had its opague glass replaced by colored sained glassin recant years. The loft behind the
Memorial Hall's second floor bacony railing, originaly intended for additiona seating, wasrarely
utilized for that purpose.

During the 1990s the loft was endosad to creste an office. The new plager wall and narrow, osk
enframed window complements rather than cdls attention to this change and in fact looks like it could
have been part of the original design.

The basement's old Police Station or detention room was adapted for the purposes of town office
goacein 1964. 1t was noted in aNorwood Messenger article dated July 10, 1928 that "the detention
room isnot to be used as a prison and unruly breskers of the law or anyone who mugt be held for
sometime will be placed in the lock-up”. Additionally, in recent years, a gore room in the basament
hes been transformed into the Walter Ryan Meeting Room.

Alterations such es acoudic tile "drop" cellings and office partitions are eadily reversble. During the
19605 a modem H-VAC sygem was ingtaled throughout the wing of the Norwood Municipal
Building; great care was taken not to deface any ornamenta plagtered ceilings.

Other resources

The Norwood Municipal Building's lot encompessesa rectangular, c. late 19th century stucco covered
dructure located a the northeest comer of the property. Situated dose to Centrd Stret, this small,
rectangular, one and one half gory "lock-up" gandswith its narrow, two-bay main facede facing the
dredt, while its 7-bay sde walls and one bay rear wall overlooks agphdt paved parking arees. The
main facadeswindow and front door are surmounted by raised, succo covered, segmentd arch lintels
with tabs and wooden sills. Shdtered by the roofs clipped geble is a narrow, double attic window.
Like the main facade's first floor window, the south facades two sandard Sze windows exhibit raised
sgmentd  arches whose tabs create a drip molding effect. The stucco covering of the walls hes bean
usd to cover the moldings. To the left of these windows are three smal square windows st high on
the wallsand covered with vertical iron bars which provide a due as to this ssmcture's original
purpose as ajail. Thewestem end wall exhibitsthe type of smooth stucco wall surface common

(continued)
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throughout along with "shadows' of a no longer extant center door and attic window, built between c.
1875 to 1888.

The north wall features four small square windows sat high on the wall and, like those of the south
wall, exhibit wood sillsand iron bars. Near the northwest comer of this facade is atall window,
which like the smdler windows, is covered with bars The structure is endosed by an agphdt
shingle-covered clipped gable with Itdianate saw-cut wooden brackets.

The interior of the "lock up" hes been completely gutted, its interior currently ussd by the Town as a
garage and doregefacility.

Norwood's "lock-up" is evidently a unique smcture within the town and possibly within Norfolk
County. Indeed, few examples of this building type survive in Massachusetts

Situated a the Nahatan and Washington Street comer of the property is a gun and mount
manufactured by the Kmpp Works in Germany. This gun and mount condtitute the significant object
asodaed with the Norwood Memoria Municipal Building property; it is sad to have been captured
by American troops in France during World War 1

The municipal building's mog famous possession isthe 50 bell carillon, a gift to the town by
prominent loca busnessman Walter F. Tilton. One of the first carillon's in the United Sates, Tilton's
bdls continue to be played for the enjoyment of the town's people, (ss2 more detailed description of
the carillon in the significance section).

Archaeological Description

No prehigtoric stesare currently recorded on the nominated property or inthe generd area (within
one mile). Locationa characteridics of the parcd, particularly its excessive digance from wetlands
(over 1,000 feet) ae not favorable for mogt prehigtoric dte locations. Giyen the above information,
the smal sze of the parcd (0.82 acres) and impacts from congruction of the Municipal Building,
garege (former lock-up or jail) and parking arees the potentia for recovering significant prehistoric
archeeologica resources is low. The potentia for recovering significant historic archaeological
resources is dso low. While the nominated property was part of an area of nondescript wooden
commercid and utilitarian buildings called the Hook, no specific historic properties can be identified
for this parcd prior to the late 19th century use of the presant gerage as ajail or lock-up.
Condruction of this building, the Municipa Building in 1927-28 and parking arees would have dso
impacted any earlier historic resources, if they existed. Shedt refuse pattems may dso exist, however,
this resource type would be of limited ressarch potentid.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Marl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ART

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance
1927 - 1946

Significant Dates
1927-1928 date of construction

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
William G. Upham, architect

Edward Miner, builder
Arthur A. Shurcliff, landscape architect

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 35,806 sguare feet

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 318310 4673530 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftitte Edward W. Gordon, preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1996
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Norwood
street & number 566 Washington Street telephone

city or town Norwood state MA zip code 02042

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This property encompases the Norwood Memoria Municipal Building, alate 19%th century jail or
"lock-up" and aWorld War 1 German cannon. By far, the Norwood Memorial Municipal Building is
the mogt important of the three historical components of this property. Built between 1927 and 1928
from plans provided by loca architect William G. Upham, the Norwood Memorial Municipa Building
undoubtedly represents the crowning achievement of Upham's architecturd career, rendared as it is in
a compdlling interpretation of the English Medieva and Jacobethen Revival styles. The war memoria
agpects of this building include sculpture, murds, and the memorid foyer's teblets which beer the
names of the town's fallen heroes. Above al, an entire hall serves as a fitting memoria to Norwood
veterans of American wars. Furthermore, leading early-to-mid-20th century American sculptor Cyrus
Edwin Dallin provided sone sculptura figures of soldiers for the north window's enframments.
Additionally, the talented, lesswell known artist Jeen Jeoques Hafner arested murds for the Memorid
Hall and main gair hall. The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building owes its exigence to George
Willett, the Norwood entrepreneur and philanthropist whose visionary plans for a new Norwood

Center during the 1910s included the creetion of parks as well as goece st adde for atheater and a
Town Hall. The Norwood Memorial Municipal building's grounds were part of a larger landscepe
plan by the noteworthy American landscgpe architect, Arthur Shurcliff for Norwood Center.  The
tower of the Norwood Memoria Municipal Building contains one of the earliest carillons in the United
States, the only undtered bells manufactured by the Gillet and Johnson Company of London in this
country.

The second historically significant building on the Town Hall's parcd is a small, stucco-covered jail or
"lock up" congructed between 1875 to 1888 a the northwest comer of this property. Utilized as ajail
until as late as 1964, this diminutive gructure currently sarves as atown garage and sorage facility.

It is probably fair to say that sructures of this age, scdle and original ussge ae not extant in gret
numbers in Massachusetts. As arare example of a Victorian era pend facility, Norwood Center's
"lock-up" lends fiirther higtorical interest to this property.

Additionally, a German, Krupp-manufactured cannon mounted on a wooden carriage is a significant
object on this property, serving as a memoria to Norwood citizens who mede the suprame sacrifice in
World War 1L

The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building, "lock up" and Gaman cannon retains integrity of
location, design, setting, materias, feeling, association, and workmanship, and is of loca sgnificance,
fulfilling criteria A and C of the National Regiser of Historic Places

The Norwood Municipal Building: Historical Significance

The significance of the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building is a lest fivefold. First and foremogt,
the Memorial Hall component of this 1927-1928 building serves as a moving tribute to Norwood

(continued)
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citizens who mede the supreme sacrifice in defense of their country. Secondly, this public buildingis
a key component in early 20th century philanthropist George Willet'svisionary plan to transform the
center of town. Thanks, in part, to Willett'sguidance, Norwood Center acquired an architectura
identity befitting atown transformed from an agrarian backwater to a dynamic focus for industry in
eaedern Massachusetts by the tum-of-the-century.  Thirdly, the Norwood Municipa Building is
significant as an example of Late Gothic Revival municipal architecture desgned by the important
Norwood-based, southeestem Massachusetts and Rhode Idand architect William G. Upham. In
addition to Upham, the taents of other credtive individuasare evident within this mgjor landmark on
Norwood's "skyling'. For example, the prominent Boston landscape architect Arthur A. Shurcliff was
responsble for the siting and landscegpe treatments of the Norwood Memorial Municipa Building
within the larger context of his redevdopment plan for the old "Hook™ section of the downtown.
Additionally, the murds of the Memoria Hall and tower dair hall represant the work of Jeen Jeoques
Hafner, Harvard University architecture professor and muralist. The figures of soldiers incorporated
into the enframements of Memoria Hall's north window were rendered by the important Arlington
Heights, Massachusetts-basad sculptor Cyms Edwin Dallin (1861 - 1944). Furthermore, this building
poss=s=s one of the first carillons in the United States; a carillon is an assambly of tuned bells that
can be played, as opposed to merdly rung.

Located in the uppermost ssgment of the Norwood Municipa Building'stower, this 50-bell carillon
was produced by the English firm of Gillette and Johngon and donated to the town of Norwood in
1928 by Walter F. Tilton, alocal banker and philanthropist. Four yeers eaxlier, the first carillon in the
United States had bean ingtdled in . Stephen's Episcopd  Church, Cohasst.

Norwood is a Bogon commuter suburb and Norfolk County commerciad hub located in southeastem
Massachusetts. Originally part of the town of Detham Massachuseits South Dedham as it was called,
was incorporated as a separate town in 1872,

English settlement in Norwood, or Tiot as Native Americans called this areg, dated to 1678. First
stlement was concentrated in the fertile lands bordering the Neponsat River, in the southeestem
sction of the town. In 1776, the esteblishment of Aaron Guild's tannery on Hawes Brook represents
the beginnings of Norwood's rise to prominence as an indudtrial center. The introduction of the
Norfolk County Railroad to the town in 1850 resulted in the expandon of older industries such as the
tanneries of the Windows and Smiths and the introduction of new manufacturing concams such as
Samud Morrill's ink works and the Everett Fumiture Company. During the early 1870sthe car repair
dhopsof the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad rdocated from Readville to Norwood,
giving a boog to the local economy during atime of severe recesson. Farming continued to be an
important part of the town's economy until as late as the 1830s During the 1890s, the Ambrose
Brothers, owners of the loca newspaper, the Norwood Advertiser, waged a successtiil campaign to
dtract new businessto the town. The Norwood Pressand The Plympton Pressrdocated to Norwood,
lured, in part by Advertiser articles depicting Norwood as an ided place to live and work. More
importantly, the town fathers offering these companies land bordering the railroad for reesonable Sums

(continued)
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AsNorwood grew as a amndl industrial community, o did its population; the town's population
increesed from 1,744 in 1875 to 10977 by 1915. Pat of the growing community included a large
number of immigrants who cameto work in the town's various manufacturing concems.  Norwood's
turn-of-the-century ethnic composition included a dynamic mixture of industrious Irish, English,
Canadian, Garmen and Scandinavian newcomers. During the 1910s Norwood absorbed a large influx
of Greeks, Lithuanians, Poles and other eestem European groups.

The success of Norwood's expanding older manufacturing concems and new indudtries resulted ina
transformation of the town center from a country town of mixed use wooden sructures to a more
urban commercid district of masonry busnessblocks. Beginning with the constmction of the red
brick Bigelow Block during the 1890s and continuing with the constmction of the Norwood Asodiates
and Senbom Blocks during the early 1900s Norwood Center continued to be built up with masonry
blocks into the 1910s  The constmction of the Norwood Memorial Municipal Building, Norwood
Theater and Norwood Sguare (Veterans of Foreign Wars Park) during the mid-1920s in the "Hook"
section of Norwood Center represents the culmination of George Willet's effortsto redesgn
Norwood's business district.

According to Bryant F. Tolles . in Norwood's Centennid History, George Willet "is credited with
revamping Norwood from a small rough-cast industrial town into a modem community aong the lines
of modem civic betterment.” Willet amassed a fortune in the wool busnessduring the late 19th
century, eventudly reuniting the Window and Smith Tanneries under his leaedership. Between 1909
and 1920 he directed his energies and own money toward the implementation of sweeping civic
improvements a Norwood Center and dsawhere in the town.

As early as 1912, various town committees discussed the desirability of creating a more impressive
gpopearance for Norwood's busnessdistrict. During the 1910s George Willet bought land in the area
between Nahatan, Washington, Cottage and Centrd Streets for the purposes of creating a park and an
impressve dte for a new town hal. The Norwood Memoria Municipal Building is significant within
the annds of Norwood community development as the final component in the Willet Plan for the
"new" Norwood Center. The Town Sguare (Veterans of Foreign Wars Park) and Norwood Thedter,
on the Centra Street dde of Square were extant by the mid 1920s  The Willet Plan, &s refined ad
implemented by Arthur Shurtcliff aso called for an omamental green goece a the southem end of the
Ceater which was cdled Guild Park. Willet's town planning interests were not confined to the center
of town. During the sscond quarter of the 20th century, Willet promoted a planned suburban
resdentid community called Westover a Norwood's southwestem comer.

The Norwood Memorial Municipal Building'slot was part of a "hardscrabble’ area of nondescript
wooden commercia and utilitarian buildings cdled the Hook. The term Hook refers to the original
path of Market Strest which "hooked" through the town center following a northeast-southwest
diagond path through the center of what is now the Veerans of Foreign Wars Square. Located & the
Hook was the Norwood House, a famous old hogtelry built during the late 1790s By all accountsthis

(continued)
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well known old hogtelry was a favorite "sop over” for farmers on their way to Boston markets viathe
early 1800sNorfolk and Bristol Tumpike. By the 1910s the Hook's motley collection of poorly
maintained buildings contragted unfavorably with the new commercid blocks to the south bordering
Washington Street, between Cottage and Guild Strets With the exception of the Norwood House,
which was moved from the Hook ¢. 1920 and eventualy destroyed, the remova of these dilgpidated
buildings did not represent a significant loss of the town's historic architectural fabric.

More specifically, lae 19th and early 20th century Norfolk County and Sanbom Insurance Company
Atlasss provide evidence of g¢mctures on the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building's parcd prior to
its 1927 congtmction. Accordingto the 1876 Norfolk County Atlas, this lot was occupied by a
dructure of irregular form which gppearsto be the "foot print" of a resdence rather than acommercid
building. It islabded "Smith Brothers', presumably referring to the sonsof Lyman Smith, a
prominent mid 19th century Norwood tanner and red edate speculaior. At some point between 1876
and 1888 the small, masonry jail or "lock up” that is till located a the north eest comer was
congmcted as the Town's temporary detention facility.

Located directly behind the Smiths' building is awooden smcture constmcted between 1876-1838 to
sxve the Town as a centrd fire house, complete with comer hose drying tower. This boxy, wood
shingle covered hip roof stmcture, with its distinctive, narrow tower served Norwood &s afire house
until the early 1900s when it was adgpted for reuse as atemporay Town Hall; afinenew fire gtation,
currently housing a restaurant, was built acrass the sreet a the comer of Centrd and Nahatan Stregts.

The
1908 Sanbom Atlas does not identify property owners but does indicate the configuration, materids,
ussge and number of gories of amctures. By that time, the Smith Brother's building was no longer
extant. A one gory wooden stmcture labded "fumishings' is shown a the southwest comer of
Nahaan and Washington Streets, covering the Ste of the present Germian cannon. Anchoring the
outheest comer of this parcd was a one and one-hdf gory barber shop numbered 203 Market Stret
(later Central Street). Next door, to the north, was a free standing, two story wooden stmcture which
was gpparently aresdentia property.

By 1903, the one and one half story "lock up" and the two and one half sory fire house were linked
by awooden, one gtory "tool houss'. Thesethree buildings good as a U-shaped municipal complex
until the fire gtation and tool house were demolished c¢. 1927-1928 to accommodate a parking lot for
the new Town Hal employees. Interestingly, the late 19th century "lock up” remained in ue & ajail
until as late as 1964. At that time, the "lock up" was incorporated into the presant police sation on
Nahatan Street. It is probably fair to sy that few c. 1830 townjails were usad for as long a period of
time as the one on the Norwood Memorial Municipal Building'slot; for that metter, few jail house
dructures of this diminutive scde are still extant on their origina location, having been ether moved
or demalished to accommodate more modem pend facilities. Additionally, the "lock up™" on the
municipa building's lot represents the last remnant of the old Hook areds collection of buildings.

(continued)
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The beginnings of the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building may be traced to Norwood businessman
and civic minded visionary George Willett's acquisition of land for the Town Square (Veterans of
Foreign Wars Park) in 1914-1915. On Jeanuary 1, 1916, the property bought by Willett was tumed
over to the Norwood Housing Association. 1t was noted in a Norwood Messenger article dated June
10, 916 that "there is no better advertissment that a town can have than a beautiful park inthe midst
of its busness section which commands the attention of passardy, it fumishes a bregthing goece in the
midgt of presant and future busnesses, it d o provides a meansto st forth more clearly the municipal
building of the future, it presarves for all time the one possible view of these sructures, the Catholic
and Universalist churches both too large to be seen intheir right proportions from the short distance
alowed on the width of the street.”

Arthur A. Shurcliff was active as a Bogon-basad landscape architect from the 1890s until his degth in
1957. Shurcliff was the first "junior" member dected to the American Association of Landscape
Architects (ASLA) by the founders in 1899.

In severd ingances, Shurcliff completed projects that Frederick Law Olmated hed begun prior to his
degth in 1896, including: the baustrading of Charlesgate Eagt @& Commonwedth Avenue in 1900,
designs for the completion of park land bordering Fleasure Bay in South Boston and Dorchester (early
19009 and the constmction of afield house in the Fensneer Feway Court (c. 1920). Norman T.
Newton in Design onhe Land notesthat Shurcliff s work in Colonial Williamsburg in collaboration
with the Boston architectural firm of Perry, Shaw and Hepbum, (funded by John D. Rockefdler) "is
generdly regarded as the grestest of his many achievements'. Neadlessto say, for the siting of
Norwood's Municipa Building to have been part of a Shurcliff-designed plan is highly significant in
ad of itself before even considering the fineNeo-Gothic architectural design of the building.

By 1923, Shurciliff provided Willet with a plan for the Hook's redesgn, complete with dtered srest
pattems and lots desgnated for a park, theaeter and town hall. Originally, this megter plan caled for
the Town Hall to be located on the eest Sde of Norwood Square on the lot now occupied by the
Norwood Theeter. Eventualy, the plusss of prominent siting and proximity to older Late Gothic
Revivd landmarks leed Shurcliff to revise his original plan, choosing the corner of Washington and
Nahaan Stret as the dte for the Norwood Municipa Building. The 1923 Shurcliff plan doesnat,
however, provide any detail regarding plantings, being confined to the basc configuration of the Town
Sguare, Norwood Theater and Town Hall parces as well as the new dregt plan for the arean In terms
of the present landscape trestments of the Town Hall's grounds, it is difficult to determine how much,
if any, of the original Shurcliff desgn survives. A colored drawing of the Town Hall on a post card
daed 1928 depicts the main (south) facade. This post card view shows a lawn extending from the
shrubbery dose to the south facadeto a high retaining wall a the southeestem comer of this parcd;
shrubbery, lawn and retaining wall still corregpond to their locations in the late 1920s drawing.
Unfortunately, more detailed Shurtcliff landscape plans for the Town Hall property have not surfaced
during the course of research for thisnomination.

(continued)



@8 66)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Norwood Memorial Municipal Building
8 6 Norwood (Norfolk County)
Section number Page Massachusetts

Little information exists conceming this design project beyond the mention of Shurtcliff s involvement
in newgpaper articles and the sketchy 1923 Shurtcliff plan for the Town Hall area Until further
information surfaces, it is difficult to asoertain the degree of integrity reflected in the current Town
Hall grounds.

William G. Upham, architect of the Norwood Municipal Building, began his architectura career in
1903, in the office of Frank A. Boume. Receiving "practica experience' in the office of noted
Bogton theater architect Clarence A. Blackall, Upham entered Harvard University's School of
Architecture in 1909. By 1912, Upham hed his own practice in Norwood and by the time of the
Norwood Municipa Building'sconstmction in 1927-1928, Upham hed "built up a good practice in
Norfolk County by his energy, thoroughness, good judgment and good taste’. Apparently, Upham
weas a specidig inthe desgn of Masonic temples. Sevard examples of this building type credited to
Upham are located in Rhode Idand communities, including Eagt Providence, Woonsocket and
Lonsdde. 1n Norwood, he designed the Masonic Temple & 76 Day Street in 1914. Other examples
of Upham's work in Norwood Center include the Tabot Block (1912) and Norwood Thester (1925);
he probably assiged Clarence Blackall, one of his mentors, in the design of Norwood's Odd Fdlows
Building (1913).

A thorough study of Upham's work would undoubtedly place the Norwood Memorial Municipal
Building a the pinnacle of his achievements as an architect. Upham's design for this building
artfully marties a 122 foot tall Neo Gothic tower inspired by English churches of the 15th century
with Memoria Hall and Town Hall components that looked to Tudoresque and Jacobethan design for
ingpiration.

Upham tempered the highly ecclesiagticd, cathedrd-like gppesrance of the tower with laterd and
perpendicular wings that have a decidedly domestic gppearance with their casemant windows, date
covered gable roofs, dormer windows and corbeed chimneys.

In other words, this building artfully blends the lofty, poetic and symbolic requirements of awar
memoria with the more prosaic fiinctional nesds of town govemment.

The Norwood Memorial Municipal Building was congmcted by the Edward F. Miner Building
Company of Worcester. It was noted in the loca newspgper a the time this constmction company
wes hired by the town of Norwood that "the Edward F. Miner Company hes built many fine sone
buildings similar in character to the proposed Memorid Building including buildingsa Smith College,
Wheaton Seminary, Milton Academy, Trinity Chapd and Parish House a Springfield, New York and
the addition to the State Capitol & Concord, New Hampshire'.

Judging by newspgper accounts, and photographs from the period of 1927 to 1928, the Norwood

Memorid Municipa Building's tower. Memoria Hall and town office building components were built
a the sametime. Asit neared completion, the entire building wes open to the public in July, 1928.

(continued)
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Ground was broken for the Norwood Memoria Municipa Building in August, 1927. Dedicated on
November 11,1928, the building committee was presant for the Armistice Day dedication ceremonies.
Composed primarily of prominent members of Norwood Center's business community, the building
committee included: Francis F. Foley, chairman, Nellie P. Morrow, Gladwin M. Nead, Alfred N.
Ambrose, Frances E. Bemier, Clifford B. Sanborn and JamesA. Hartshorn.  Following a parade,
Norwood resdent and Massachusatts Governor Frank Allen gave the dedication speech. Govemor
Allen "shared a platform with members of the clergy and all branches of the military". The dedication
was atown-wide cdebration atended by nearly 10,000 people. Dedications of war memorids in the
decade following World War 1 were both profoundly ssd and enormoudy hopeful occasions as mogst
Americans beieved they had withessed "the war to end all wars'. Allen's soeach was preceded by the
unveiling of the Kmpp-manufactured gun and mount captured from the Garmeans in France during
World War 1 and donated by the American Legion.

The gun is till extant on its origina location & the comer of Washington and Nahatan Stregts. The
dedication was followed by the inaugura concert on the carillon donated by Water F. Tilton, a& a cost
of over $50,000.00. Before discussng Wadter F. Tilton and his gift of the carillon to the people of
Norwood in 1928, mention should be mede of the murd artist and sculptor whose work is represented
within the Norwood Memorial Municipa Building.

Two of the principal public goeceswithin the Norwood Municipa Memorid Building's interior
poss=ss murds and sculptura work by Harvard professor Jeen Jeoques Hafner and Cyrus Dallin,
respectively.

Harvard School of Architecture Professor Jeen Jaoques Hafner was responsible for the Norwood
Municipal Building'smuras depicting soldiers of the American Revolution and World War 1in the
main gair hall and Civil War in Memoria Hall. He wes active as a murd painter from thel910s until
his retirement from Harvard University's School of Architecture in 1936. During the 1920s he wes
asodaed with the Boston architectura firm of Perry, Shaw and Hepbum, specidists in Georgian
Reviva architecture and historic restorations, including Colonia Williamsburg. 1n1924 Hafner,
together with Perry, Shav and Hepbum were unsuccessful entrants in a competition to design the
Harvard Business School.

Cyms Edwin Dallin (1861-1944) ranks among the most important American sculptors of the late 1%th
to mid 20th century. The sculptura figures of Civil War and World War 1 soldiers in the Norwood
Memorid Municipa Building'sMemorid Hall represent a lesswell known agpect of Dallin'swork.
Begt known for his equedrian datues of Native Americans, Dallin drew on memories of a childhood
growing up with Ute Indians and horsesfor artistic inspiration. Early in his carear he achieved
recognition for his sendtively rendered imeages of "Indians' and horses sculpted in clay, gonead
bronze. Born in 1861 in Springville, Utah to pioneer parents, he discovered that he hed atalent for
fashioning portrait bustsfrom the soft white clay of his father's mine.

(continued)
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In 1830 he began a course of sudy with the sculptor Truman Bartlett in Boston, subsequently opening
his own studio and somehow managing to fund further sudy in Europe. By 1888, Dallin wes
gudying a the Academic Julien and with the French sculptor Chapu. Whilein Paris, Dallin's interest
in the Native American was rekindled by aviewing of Buffalo Bill's Wild Wes Show. He wes
ingpired to sculpt "The Signd of Peecg' (1889), the first of four great equedrian monuments.  Dallin
initially cameto the attention of the American public in 1893 when he exhibited "Signa" a the
Chicago Colombian Exposition; this great, early still gandsin Chicago's Lincoln Park. In 1898,
Ddllin unveiled "Medicine Man", another milestone in his Native American equedtrian series. It wes
Dallin's ability to movingly convey the dignity and heroiam of Native Americans, that eamed him
lasting recognition.

During the mid-1890s Cyms Dallin was back in Utah working on severd high profile sculpturd
commissions for the Territoriad Govermment, including part of the "Fioneer Monument and dso the
"Angel" on top of the Mormon Temple;, both of theseworks ae in SAt Lake City. After years of
wandering the American West and Europe, Ddllin settled in Arlington Heights, Massachusdts, in
1900. For the next forty years he worked as en at ingructor a the Massachuseits College of Art and
continued work on sculptura commissons such as a gatue of Sir Issec Newton (1900) for the Library
of Congressand "Apped to the Great Spirit" (1908), one of his mgjor bronze Native American
Equedtrian monuments.  The latter sculpture graces the front lawn of the Musaum of Fine Arts Boston.

During the 1910s, Dallin continued to pay tribute to heroic figures including works depicting Native
Americans such & "Indian Hunter" (1911) on the grounds of the Arlington Town Hal and " Scout"
which was exhibited a the San Francisco expostion of 1915. Another well known work from
Dallin's mid-career was the datue of "Anne Hutchinson" (1914) erected on the grounds of the
Massachusetts Stiate House in 1920 in honor of the woman who wes forced to flee Puritan Boston
because of her unpopular religious beliefs.

Dallin's Norwood sculptura figures of U.S. Army soldiers of the Civil War and World War 1 were
aregted near the end of his carer. By the time he was working on his late 1920s Norwood Memoria
Municipal Building commission, Dallin had won many awards, including medds from the Pearis
Sdons. Indeed, by the 1930s Dallin was sometimes referred to as "the dean of American sculptors'.

Norwood's sculpturd figures are representative of a lesswell known agpect of his work that dedt with
the American military. Included within this agpect of his at were the "Cavary men" of 1905,
degtined for Hanover Pennsylvania and the "Soldiers and Sailors Monument” for Syracuse, New
York. The Norwood works goegk to Dallin's ability to memorably portray the stoicism and heroic
dance of the warrior. The only example of Dallin's work in Norwood, these sculptures dso saveto
omament the great Gothicized north window of the Norwood Memoria Municipa building's memorid
Hall.

(continued)
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Norwood's Memoria Municipa Building hes the distinction of housing one of the first carillons inthe
United States Located near the gpex of the tower, this 50-bdl carillon remains one of the larger such
ingmments in North America. Accordingto Assgant Town Manager Bemard Cooper, the first
carillon inthe United States wes inddled a St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Cohest in 1924,

Mogt of the carillon's built after 1960 were st up in open air sructures as opposed to the earlier
endossd Norwood type.

The=e bronze bells were cast in 1927 by the Croydon, England foundry of Gillett and Johngton, a
busnesswhose facilities were destroyed during the Blitz in 1940. Fortunately, the archives of Gillett
and Johngon survived World War 11 After two of the smdler bdls were solen during the carillon's
restoration in 1982-1983, exact messurements gleened from the original foundry's records enabled new
bdls with tones identica to those of the originalsto be reproduced by Taylor Bell Foundries.

During the restoration work of the 1980s the bells hardware, orings and other features of its
mechanical sysem were replaced with virtually identical components, a process required periodically
as areault of ua  Additionally, the Gothicized wooden window enframements on the north face of
the tower containing the carillon hed to be replaced with all the work being executed by hand.

Ingtalled in Memorial Tower and dedicated on Armistice Day, 1928, Norwood's carillon isthe only
undtered Gillett and Johngon ingmment remaining in this country, and is one of a handful of
undtered G & Js left world-wide. It is &so one of only two carillons installed in municipal buildings
in the United States (Albany, New York isthe other); municipa carillons have been and remain very
much atradition in continental Europe (especidly in the Low Countries) dnce the 1500's. The actud
pedds and wooden knab "key board" of Norwood's carillon ae located in a chamber directly bdow
the bells which are located within the uppermost segment of the tower. The dacked sysem of bronze
bdls with their hardware and mechanicd sygem is a memorable sight representing Norwood's mogt
unique historic resource; a treesure mede accessible to the public by the town via 100wesk summer
"Carillon Concerts on the Common™ a well as tours. The Norwood Municipal Building's carillon
represents the mogt unusua of Walter F. Tilton's many philanthropic giftsto the town.

During the late 19th century, Walter F. Tilton amessad a large fortune as a partner in Clapp and
Tilton, Inc., wholesde milliners of Summe Street, Boston. At the tum of the century he becamea
banker in Norwood. He was a member of the original board of directors of Norwood's first banking
institution, the Norwood National Bank, organized in 1907. By the time this bank was incorporated in
1917 as the Norwood Trugt Co., Tilton was among the best known bankers in the date. He was a
founder of the Norwood Municipa Light Company and was one of the incorporators and major
benefactors of Norwood Hospital. For many years he sarved the town as a Sdectman.  All of this
background information on Tilton is necessry to s&t the sage for his most enduring civic-minded
contribution to Norwood.

(continued)
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Thanksto Tilton's philanthropy, the Norwood Municipal Building's tower became hometo a
beautifully tuned st of English carillon bells. Shipping adone for the 50 bells cost upwards of
$60,000 in 1927 dollars. Tilton aso mede another mgjor contribution to another Upham-designed
building, funding a lighting sysem for Norwood's Masonic Building. Tilton lived for many years a
49 Beech Street in Norwood. Despite his Republican politics, Tilton entertained severd members of
Presdent Franklin D. Roosevet's family, friends of his children, in his Besch Sirest home. He died
in August, 1950, age 93.

The Norwood Municipa Building is unique in Norwood in its design and dua purposss s aveteran's
memorid and town hall. It represents one of the great achievements in the carer of loca architect
William G. Upham &as well & a collaborative effort of artists that included murdist JJ. Hafner and the
important American sculptor Cyms Edwin Dallin. The Norwood Municipal Building's tower contains
ore of the first carillons in the United States and is the mogt higtorically intact of the early enclosed
carillons in this country. The Norwood Memoarial Municipal Building continuesto sarve Norwood as
a town office building.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description
The Norwood Memorial Municipa Building is bounded asfollows:

on the west, by Washington Street (date route |A), and old Colonial Post Road mnning north
to Dedham and Bogton and south to Providence,

on the south, by Nahatan Street, the aredls only through esst-west artery, mnning from Route
109 in Westwood, acrass Routes A, aand 1:95, to Canton Center;

on the eest, by Centrd Stredt;
on the north, by a publicly-owned municipa parking lot, acoessed from Centrd Street

This parcd of land is represented as lot #1 on the Town of Norwood Board of Assessors mep
#1, et 8.

Boundary Justification

Boundaries represent the full extent of the Town Hall property currently and historically associated
with the Norwood Memoria Municipal Building.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Conunonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

9 September, 1996

Carol Shull

Kesper

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Norwood Memoria Municipa Building, 566 Washington Street, Norwood
(Norfolk County), Massachusdtts, 02062

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to coimnent.

Sincerely,

RECEVED 2280
Betsy Friedberg U
National Regigter Director SEP »3 lyyb

Massachusatts Historical Commission
NAT REGSTER CF HSTORC PLACES
NATIONAL PARK SERWCE
enclosure

CcC: Carol Sensone, Chairperson, Norwood Historical Commission
Thomas A. Riolo, Chairperson, Board of Sdectmen
Edward W. Gordon, Preservation Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



