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CD Preservation work 
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OWNER'S NAME:

Christian Church - Disciples of Christ in Kentucky
STREET AND NUMBER:

190 Market Street
CITY OR TOWN: STAT

Lexinoton

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Fayette County Courthouse
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Main Street
CITY OR TOWN: STAT

Lexington
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DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 D Federal [X1 State Q (ht;Wty A^tO Local/^ { 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
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CONDITION

(Check One)

| | Excellent S Good

(Check

]J2 Altered

One)

D

D Fair

Unaltered

a Deteriorated a Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One)

D Moved [3j Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ridgely House, a J\vo_,sjua>ry..l3rickx^§idence on the southeast 
corner of Market and Second Streets faces Gratz Park, Lexington's 
oldest residential area. It was built_between 1794 and 1 $0(3 for Dr. 
Fredesrick Ridgely who was a surgeon in the Revolutionary War and 
a veteran of Mad Anthony Wayne T s Campaign.

In Ante 3Bellum Houses Of The Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster describes the 
house as eighteenth century in style having a basement stringer, steep­ 
ly pitched roof, and small narrow windows, the original width of which 
is indicated by voussoirs. In addition to having a belt course on both 
the front and the rear, the belt course continues on the side wall that 
faces Second Street. The hoi^sejs^wq^oms deep-and the flues, of 
both the back rooms on the rear side rise to a single chimney. Accord­ 
ing to Clay Lancaster, "the interior has suffered many changes... oit 
seems to have had a narrow transverse hall with the stairs off to the 
side, here accessible from Second Street."

The Ridgely House, which has uiidej^one_r.eatQratiQri now houses the 
office of the Christian Churches of Kentucky.
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20th Century
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D Prehistoric Q Engineering
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n Agriculture Q Invention
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n Communications r-j Military

D Conservation Q Music

CD Political
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losophy

(~1 Science

I | Sculpture

I | Social/Human­ 

itarian

f [ Theater

[ | Transportation

Urban Planning

^x^_W

In Historic Kentucky, J. Winston Coleman, Jr., states maTtRe Ridgely 
House was built for Dr. Frederick Ridgely, "a native of Maryland, ... 
who served as^a surgeon *in the- Revolutionary War and was a veteran of 
'Mad Anthony' Waynes's Campaign. He emigrated to Lexington early in 
jb792, practiced medicine and opened (with Dr. Basil Duke) a large 
'apothecary shop'... He was an early member of the Translyvania 
Medical faculty and one of the founders of the Lexington Public Library."

Dr. Elisha Warfield purchased the Ridgely House in 1806, then sold it in 
1811 to two Philadelphia merchants, Lewis Neil and Thomas Hurley, Jr. 
Two years later the Pennsylvanians sold it to John W. Hunt, the "first 
millionaire of the West," who lived there for several years. According 
to Coleman, "other owners and occupants have been General Thomas 
Bodley, Thomas H. Pindell, John D. Clifford and John T. Mason, Jr., In 
the 1820's the Reverend John Ward, rector of Christ Episcopal Church!,! 
conducted his academy, a select school for boys and girls. Among the 
pupils was Mary Todd Lincoln, future wife of the 16th President." The 
house has been used recurringly by physicians and is presently the office 
of the Christian Churches of Kentucky.

The Ridgely House plays an important part inthe architectural integrity 
of ^aj:z^Eaik^_Lexington' s oldest residential area.- In Ante Bellum Houses 
Of The Bluegrass, Olay Lancaster describes the original campus of 
Transylvania University as being symmetrically arranged/'"The symm­ 
etry of the group extended to surrounding buildings. The similar fronts 
of the Hunt-Morgan and Bodley Houses balance each other across the 
university green at Second Street. The Ridgely House, on the corner 
south of the Bodley House, balanced the former Colonel Thomas Hart 
House(1798-demolished 1955) across from the Hunt-Morgan residence... 
The formal arrangement of this square bears witness to a cooperation en 
deavor achieving a harmonious ensemble which may be, said to mark the 
culmination of the early period of Kentucky architecture."



Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster, 1961,
pp. 22, 23, 38, 39, 50. 

Historic Kentucky, J. Winsto

^
n Coleman, Jr., 1968, p. 92.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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