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The Durand Free Library is a modest building measuring approximately 61 feet 6 inches
long by 23 feet deep with an entrance wing 19 feet deep and projecting 12 feet centered
on the main (northeast) facade. A small wing projecting 11 feet and 19 feet wide,
extends to the rear containing a reference alcove. The first floor is raised above
grade to enable the basement level to receive natural light through generous windows,

in a design type referred to as an "English" basement. The style of the building has
been referred to by its designer, Claude and Starck, architects, as both "English Gothic"
and "English Colleglate Style,"l Contemporary stylistic definition might define the
style as "American Gothic" (Andrews) or "Gothic Revival" (Whiffen).

The building exterior is constructed of a base of broken range rusticated ashlar
limestone, locally quarried from the Dunn County Quarry at Colfax, and capped by a
dressed stone watertable with a steeply pitched surface. The watertable surrounds

the building at the height of the first floor window sills. The balance of the
vertical wall surfaces are constructed of a red brick obtained from the Durand Brick-
yard and laid with a natural sand colored mortar. The wall sections above the windows

and entrance door and continuing to the gable peaks are of stucco, natural cement colored,

with a rough textured surface, and contain white painted wood trim placed vertically in
the stucco panels. The steeply pitched roof is clad in French red clay roofing tiles,
from Ludowici-Celandon Company.

The steep slope of the roof eaves extends low on the long walls requiring dormer gables
over the two windows on each long wall breaking through the eave line. Windows are
white painted wood double hung, one over one. Basement level windows have a stone
lintel. Those on the first floor have a fixed light above. The front entrance doors
are of oak, with white painted frames. Both doors and frame are flat pointed arch

in design. The front doors are set in a recess created by extending water table and
brick wall to create a pilaster, supporting the stucco panel above and brackets on the
front supporting the gable ends. All of the gable ends for entrance, main roof and
dormers are carried on brackets, and the bargeboards are heavy and strong. Rafters
extend beneath the eaves and are decoratively cut.

Much of the interior remains as originally designed with the main circulation desk
(delivery room) located in the center of the first floor and collection shelving on
all walls. A fireplace is located in the reference alcove to rear and contains a
plaster replication of the Chariot Races found in the ruins of Herculaneunm, Italy.2
Local controversy was stilled by adding a cast fig leaf to the nude male figure.

The lower floor contained several rooms for library and community activities.

The building is in good repair, is 1in steady use within the community and a source
of pride to the residents.

1Bibliography No. 1
2Correspondence at Library from Claude and Starck of December 8, 1906
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Durand Free Library represents the work of a regionally important architectural firm,
that of Claude (Louis W.) and Starck (Edward F.) of Madison, Wisconsin, and possesses
artistic merit as an example of public architecture in an "English Gpthic" style. The
library must- number among the most significant examples of any architectural style in
Durand.

As early as 1886 the Durand Library Association was formed to establish a local library.
The Library was first housed over the Huntington Feed Store until 1898 when it was
relocated to the Hutchinson Drug Store and adopted the name of the Durand Free Library
Association., The City of Durand assumed the financial responsibility for the library

in 1900, moved the collection to the Durand State Bank Building, adopted the name of
Durand Free Library and hired Mrs. E. M. Dunlap as a librarian. Correspondence commencing
in 1902 resulted in a grant of $7,500 from Andrew Carnegie in 1906 to comstruct a new
library. The desi&n was completed on June 7, 1906 and the building dedicated on

February 19, 1907,

Three architectural firms were considered by the Library Board and the selection of Claude
and Starck was made. Thirty-nine examples of small public libraries have been identified
as the work of the firm in the states of Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, Michigan and
Washington. Several of these are already listed on the National Register; the T. B. Scott
Free Library, Merrill, Wisconsin (NRHP-WI-1974); the Tomah Public Library, Tomah, Wis-
consin (NRHP-WI-~1976); the Kilbourn Public Ljibrary, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin (NRHP-
WI-1974); the Flagg Township Library, Rochell, Illinois (NRHP-IL-1973); Eager Free
Library, Evansville, Wisconsin (NRHP-WI-1977); and the Detroit Lakes Library, Detroit
Lakes, Minnesota (NRHP-MN-1976).

The William Collins House (NRHP-WI-1974) and the George A. Lougee House (NRHP-WI-1978),
both in Madison, Wisconsin, demonstrate the competence of this firm in residential designs.

Claude and Starck developed a strong interest and reputation in the small public library.
They received commissions from 1903 until 1925 designing these buildings, often financed
with grants from the Carnegle Foundation. While their most Innovative architectural
design was in several variatlons of the Prairie School, they were still most adept at
small classical libraries and variations on an "English Collegiate Style" or "English
Gothic Style" and "California Mission Style." The Durand Library, a design of 1906,
represents one of their earlier library designs, and one of four known to be in the
"English Gothic" or "English Collegiate Style,”" as they were so described by their
designers.5 Others exist today in Darlington, Richland Center and Kaukauna, Wisconsin.®

(continued)
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Few non-residential buildings exist in Durand that exhibit such fine design charac-
teristics that they become a focus of community interest. While not located in the
center of the city, the library occuples a generous site and remains without detract-
ing additions or debasing alterations. The building stands as a testament to good
taste and a community concern to express its public image in distinguished architecture,
though of a very modest scale.

Mr. Claude was quite proud of the design of this library and s§id of it, "We think
you will have the prettiest library of its size in the state.”

1Drawings in the LouisW. Claude Collection and at the Durand Free Library,

dated June 7, 1906.

2prawings and Bibliography (1), and (2).

3Correspondence at the Durand Free Library.

4Records at Durand Free Library - Unpublished Manuscript listing of Library.
5Bibliography 1)

6Bibliography (2)

TLetter of Louis W. Claude to Mr. S. B. Tarrant, Durand, Wisconsin, June 10, 1906.
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