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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\The architectural style of Belle Mina follows the general form
suggested by the Richmond Capitol of Virginia from a design submitted
by Thomas Jefferson. Several of the quadrangle buildings of the
University of Virginia suggest themselves as prototypes for the build-

ing form. 2 I ‘-I

Lhe front full portico of the house has six Doric columns not
regularly spaced because of the use of a late Georgian entrance which
influenced the column spacing. The detail and trim of the interior
and exterior of the house is also in the late Georgian (Federal Period)
style of the locality in this period. The basic design form and
decorative detail is very similar to that which exists in the State Bank
building of nearby Decatur, and it is likely the bank building was
erected by some of the same workmen.™

There exists an oral tradition that the structure was erected with
a balustrade at the top of its hipped roof; however, no trace of this
is now evident.

\‘The structure of the house is load bearing brick masonry interior
and exterior walls with wood intermediate framing. The portico columns
and return pilasters are timber-cored brick masonry. \

The house is formally planned with a broad axial hallway on the
first and second floor from front to rear. The most outstanding
architectural feature of 'the plan is'the introduction of a semi-cir-
cular exterior wall which receivs-the main stairway and forms the rear
west wall of the lower and upper hallway. This wall required the
construction of a complex stair frame and double-hung sash and frame
conforming to the radius of this wall. The service rooms were located
in a single story "ell" to the left of the formal axis of the plan and
perpendicular to it. There was no interior -access to these three
service rooms which were joined to a secondary first floor stair hall
by a covered veranda running in front of the service rooms. The
terminal room of this service wing was the kitchen.

The house has undergone minor alteration and minor restoration.
The partitions between the service rooms have been removed and an
interior doorway has been cut through the masonry wall connecting a
modern kitchen which was added between the original dining-room and the
exterior wall of the first service room. The front veranda of the
service wing has been rebuilt. Baths and closets have been added
within the interior of the second floor bedrooms. A small amount of
trim and shelving with wainscot paneling has been added to the left
front room of the first floor. Otherwise, the interior trim, mantels,
and wainscoting are well executed examples of the late Georgian style
common to early 19th century houses of the Tennessee River Valley.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE,

Thomas Bibb, owner and builder of Belle Mina, was a native of Amelia
County, Virginia. He was the son of William Bibb who played an important
part in the early history of his country, having been a member of the
Committee of Safety of Prince Edward County in 1775, and a captain in the
Revolutionary Army.

In 1808 Bibb made his first trip through Alabama via Mobile and the
inland river transportation system. On his return from New Orleans, he
stopped in Limestone County and purchased 2500 acres of land. He married
Pamelia Thompson in 1811 in Huntsville and soon after returned to Limestone
County, where, in 1826, he built Belle Mina.

The territory of Alabama was authorized by Act of Congress on March
2, 1819, to form a state constitution, and when the constitutional Conven-
tion met in Huntsville on July 5, 1819, Thomas Bibb represented Limestone
County. He was also a member of the 15-man committee selected to draw up
the constitution. N »

The Alabama Territory held its first state elections. in September,
1819, in anticipation of Alabama's admission into the Union. William
Wyatt Bibb, formerly the territorial governor, was again selected to hold
the state's highest office. His brother Thomas was selected to represent
Limestone County in the Senate, and was afterwards elected to the presi-
dency of that body.

William Wyatt Bibb was inaugurated on November 9, 1819, and Alabama
gained statehood on December 14 of that year. On July 10, 1820, however,
the governor died of tuberculosis following a riding accident. Thomas
Bibb, by virtue of his office as president of the Senate, became the
second governor of Alabama. Bibb held this office until December, 1821,
and did not choose to run for re-election. In 1828-29 he was elected as a
representative to the State legislature.

He died on September 20, 1839, was buried at the family cemetery at
Belle Mina, and was moved twenty years later to the Maple Hill Cemetery in
Huntsville. His will stated his wish that the house be given to the eldest
son in each generation. This was the case until 1940 when the house was
sold out of the family. ‘
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