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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nineteenth century commercial buildings in the active south- 
central Minnesota city of New Ulm have with rare exception lost/there^ 
characteristics during two decades of urban re-development. One~o~f*x 
the exceptions is .the Melges.Bakery Building at the edge of the 
business district. It is the last remaining 1800 structure on 
Minnesota Street retaining its integrity.

Prior to the Sioux War of 1862 most buildings in New Ulm were 
of frame construction. After two battles fought within the streets 
of the young community only a three block area remained. Henry 
Spoerhase and John Spenner in 1865 erected on south 63, lot 11, < 
now 213 Minnesota Street to be used as a sausage_and-meat market. 
A few months after opening in December of(^T96othey sold to Francis 
Erd and the market was renamed the "Chicago Meat Market". It 
survived less than a year for before the end of 1866 the property 
was sold to Frederick G. Melges.

Melges converted the use to a bakery, ejected an addition to 
house his oven and baking equipment in 1871 'and operated the 
business until 1891. The property remained in the family until 1919. 
His son Julius continued the business until 1894. William Eibner and 
Isadore Heinen operated the bakery from 1894 to 1903 and F.G. Heinze 
until it closed in 1919.

It was used as a residence by the August Pufahl family for 51 
years and has been vacant for several years.

The Brown County Historical Society following res_ ration and 
stablization of the building is developing plans to restore the 
nineteenth century bakery operation of the Melges family. Period 
bakery items would be produced on occasion by the society and other 
organizations in the community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Melges Bakery building is structurally unchanged from original 
design and configuration and is 35' wide and 30' deep. The south 

- section was built in 1865 and the north addition in 187*. The whole is 
of the same brick manufactured from local clay by Otto Vill and is 
original. The mellowed brick has a soft pink-beige tone and is generally 
sound needing replacement in several small areas.

Identically designed curved brick arches over the center doorway 
and windows on either side of the original 1865 section constitute 
one of the structures prime architectural features.

Essentially the Melges Bakery Building is an original building 
in all details; of simple design, but representative of such structures 
once seen in communities everywhere. The brickwork details are offset in 
design and the cut sections of brick are varied which creates a very 
harmonious pleasing appearance.

A small frame lean-to was added to the rear of the building 
shortly after 1900.^

From the front, the building has a flat roof appearance as conveyed 
by a built up false front. Originally this was an unbroken line across 
the front facade but the cyclone of 1881 damaged the south half and it 
was repaired by a stepped-upped design to the roof ridge. It is not 
planned to restore the original line as historically the change is 
part of the building's past.

The interior has been divided into three small rooms in the addition 
and two in the original. A doorway through the north wall of the 
original connects the two. Research to date indicates the rooms were 
part of the original plan.
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Windows flanking the front door were six over six paned. 
still intact. Walls, woodwork and flooring are all original.

Some are

The Brown County Historical Society has acquired the building. The 
society plans to preserve the structure and have secured matching brick 
to replace where needed. The minor alterations that occurred through 
the years will be removed and restored to original. Window panes will 
be restored to match those remaining intact. The oven formerly housed 
in the north addition will be reconstructed with the assistance of the 
individual who directed its removal.
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