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Bethel Methodist Church is a Southern rural church similar in design and 
construction to many country churches which once dotted the southern landscape. 
With the advent of centralization, many of the structures have been left aban­
doned to decay. Bethel Methodist has been not only physically maintained, 
but is today still functioning as a religious institution. It is, therefore, 
a prime example of a past genre of Southern building. 

--! 

The 1901 structure is a 20' x 40' rectangle with 6" pine siding. The 
entrance is marked only by a set of double doors. Sides are divided into 
four bays. The sanctuary end is marked by three irregular spaced openings. 
The roof is a tin gable. On the interior the ceiling and wall surfaces are 
finished in beaded pine s iding ~ The ceiling is cove-like in 
configuration. Carpets cover pine plank flooring. Furnishings are simple 
with a storey and Clark reed organ and wooden pews. 
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Old Bethel Methodist Church and School Building, located at the old Finch 
Community, typifies the simple, rural vernacular public building that was built 
before or just after the turn of the century in Arkansas. The history of this build­
ing illustrates well the history of the small community of Finch, as well as the 
history of most small rural communities in Arkansas. It is significant both archi­
tecturally and historically as the sole visual reminder of a part of Greene County's 
history, which is rapidly being forgotten. 

The original Bethel Methodist Church was constructed in 1880, a small, one­
story, white frame church. In 1900, a storm destroyed this building and in 1901 an 
almost identical building replaced the original structure. George Russell, a local 
carpenter, built the building using native materials of cypress and pine. It 
measures 20 feet by 40 feet and has a high pitched roof covered by tin. Exterior 
walls are covered with six inch beveled pine siding, while interior walls and ceiling 
are beaded pine wall board. Adjacent to it is a cemetery that dates to 1886. 

Primarily a Methodist Church, Old Bethel also served duty as a school for the 
Finch Conn,unity un·t:il 1926. Finch once was a ·tl"lriving farming comr:mnity, but soon 
after the first World War, Finch met the same fate as many other rural Arkansas 
eommuni ties. People left the small com..."'rtuni ties to settle in ncc::.rby towns. A. cor.- · 
solidation of the Finch School District #57 into the Walcott School District ended 
the educational service of Old Bethel. However, it had been an illustrious career, 
culminating in the production of five doctors and several other locally prominent 
persons. 

Near the same time, the Methodist Church ceased having services in the build­
ing also. The building was used irregularly until 1941 when it was permanently 
vacated. 

The years of emptiness and neglect seriously deteriorated Old Bethel. In 1973, 
the building was in poor condition with missing windows, rotted flooring and part of 
the west elevation missing. 

A concerned group, many of whom had worshipped or attended school in the 
building or had family in the adjacent cemetery,began restoration of the structure. 
Today, Old Bethel looks much as it did at its completion in 1901~ It is used for 
church services when the weather is mild, and has become a source of great community 
pride. 
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"Old Bethel Methodist Church & Country School." Article on file at the Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program. 
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Old Bethel Methodist Church is one of the few historic buildings which has 
survived in Greene County. As such, it is significant as a link with the rural 
heritage of Greene County which contributed heavily to Greene County's history. 
Architecturally, it is an excellent example of a simple, frame one-room church and 
school building of vernacular styling. Historically, Old Bethel illustrates the 
story of the decline of rural Arkansas farming communities just after the turn of 
the century. Located in a beautiful, natural setting o£ two acres with old pine 
trees framing it, Old Bethel Church and cemetery present a serene and graceful 
appearance to the world. 
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August 5, 1977 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Mr. Landis Smith, Truste 
Old Bethel Methodist Chu 
Route 1 
Knobel, AR 72435 

AU 16 1 77 

.NATJONA~ 
&G1$.IER Bethel Methodist Church 

Dear , Mr. Smith: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for the Old Bethel Methodist Church which will be presented to 
the Arkansas State Review Committee at their September meeting. If approved, the 
nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for 
final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings, 
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Cbuncil 
on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects 
that might affect a National Register property. 

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124 
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination. 
please contact Donna DuVall of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and 
return the original to our office. The copy .is for your files. We would appreci­
ate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this prop­
erty. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

~~w~~ 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above property 
to the National Register of Historic Places Yes No 

comments: One 1 ! last remaini~ reetere& Country httl - Church iuil&i re-

\l 
Date 

naini~ in •re•n• County ca.ncl Arkanab&. hia ty • iuil&in4 wae cor.en;on 
i n latter cent~..ory tf l.SC<J ' s n& early century t! l iuu ' e. 

et 1~, ~77 
I . ' f 7 ;/ ~ 
/~ • ~ --<J. r' , ~/,t.-~.?/'Z. 

Signature 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL Ill CULTURAL HERITAGE 
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The Reverend Robert H. Peacoek 
First Assembly of God 
20tb and Lyon Streetl 
p .o. Box 2751 . 
~~m~t.~ . 
Dear Mr. PeaCO<!la 

"''hrulk you for jour letter of January 2'1, 1981, expressing your thoughts on the 
inclusion of religious properties In the ationnl ~egtster ot IDstorlc Plaeea. We 
apologize lor not responding sooner. 

The criteria for evaluating potential entries for the , tional Register state that 
ordinarily properties owned by religious institutions or used for r llgious purposes 
are not considered elibible for the National Register. Hot ever, a religious . 
property whfeh derives primary signUieance from architectural or artistic 
distfnetton or hfstorleallmportanee does qualify for listing tn the National 
Register. The Impact on soefety of religion and religious institutions Is reeognlzed 

·by the· National Register criteria and provides a basis for the Usttng or many 
. religious properties. There are a number or reltgious Institutions In Arkansas 

whieh nre listed In the National Register, ineludinr 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Conway·County. 
:fount OUve United Methodist Chureh, Crawford County. / 

Selma Methodist Ctwrch, Drew County. · 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Franklin County. ,./: 
Old Bethel Methodist 9hureh, Green County. /. . 

. __.,-:"' 
Enclosed are copies of the "Federal Register.,, whfe~ llst..all properties entered In 
tbe National egfster prior to Deeem 1980 am1mtormatfon on the atlonal 

_ Register program. 

Onee again e appreelate your taking the tlme to share your thoughts with 1L If 
we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Cu-o! D. Shull' lSgtl. T 

Carol D. ShuD 
Chfet of Regf tratloo 

- ... -::.. 

• 

. 
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