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DESCRIPTION
2 story commercial block on
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high basement w/shopfront CONST, c. 1896
Romanesque Revival

R°und arcned
OUT FFATURPS

AlTFRATifm Arches filled in to hold rectangular sash
SITF ft PFI ATFP ST» Within small commercial row in CBD
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This Romanesque Revival commercial block is particularly noteworthy for the ;x/ 
basement- level shops that are reached by steps down from sidewalk level. *; A • ; :; 
This results in the "main" floor being reached by comparable flights of steps •&,; 
up. Only two other buildings recorded in the survey area display this\:; :,>f^*|^^^ 
feature - ( 3-W628, 2-W526 ) which is also exceedingly unconnnon^,'..::^^^^. 
elsewhere in Iowa. The facade, with its large round arches, is well preserve^.)
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DESCRIPTION
This building was probably built in 1896 by James P. Donahue, head of the Davenport 
Water Company. The company's offices were located here. By 1912 the Water Company 
sold the structure to Patrick Walsh and it became the offices for the Walsh-Kahl 
Construction firms. Walsh Construction Company under the direction of Patrick Walsh 
formed in 1899. Associates and heads of related construction firms included W.J. 
Purcell, Henry Kahl, J.H. Hass, William Edwards, W.v Vander Veer and Thomas J. Walsh.

Walsh Construction was one of the major construction firms in the country from the 
turn-of-the-century through the 1930*8. Projects undertaken included the American 
Commercial and Savings Bank Building and the Kahl Building (both Davenport); Union 
Station in Buffalo, New York; Penn Station in South Bend, .Indiana; Memorial Bridge 
in Wilmington, Delaware; Union Depot in Erie, Pennsylvania; and the Metropolitan Water 
District's series of 300 miles of tunnels to bring water from the Colorado River i-n 
SOURCES southern California. The company eventually moved to New York ~
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