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The Miami County Courthouse at Paola was designed by one of Kansas'
best known architects, George P. Washburn. It is Victorian in concept
but with extensive Romanesque detailing. The exterior presents much the
same appearance today as when it was constructed; however, there is
no clock at present in the clock tower at the ssgjheast corner. Some
interior remodeling of offices was done in 1958w

Measuring 71 feet wide and 101 feet long, the courthouse is built
on a foundation of Carthage limestone extending approximately five feet
above the ground. At that point a band of cut stone defines the first
floor line. Although the floor plan is basically a square with a tower
at each corner, it seems much more intricate because of the varying roof
line. The major entry axis is defined by porches on the east and west
facades. These porches employ square brick columns with stone bases,

capitals, and intermediate bands. The first floor windows are rectangular

with stone sills and rough cut lintels that continue around the entire
facade to the porches. The second story windows are similar but have a
continuous sill. Semicircular windows with arches of stone, or both
brick and stone, complete the major fenestration. A sense of unity is
developed in the upper story by the continuation of these stone arches
in a band effect. This seems to be one of the strongest elements of
the design. Even though the structure has several strong horizontal
elements, a feeling of balance between vertical and horizontal movement
is maintained by numerous vertical lines formed by the towers, slight
changes in the wall line, and the shadows resulting from these changes.

The hip roof over the basic square lends itself well to the gable
ends and hip roof towers. Even the taller clock tower at the southeast
corner of the courthouse falls into place, especially when viewed over
the west facade. This building immediately impresses the viewer with
its sense of rhythm and balance and the fine stone and brlck work is
apparent 'as one moves nearer.

The courthouse presently needs some repair work and the county
commissioners have agreed to cooperate with the Miami County Historical
Society in planning emergency repairs and subsequently in a complete
restoration of the building.
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The Miami County Courthouse at Paola was constructed in 1897-
1899 from plans drawn by George P. "Washburn of Ottawa, Kansas.

Land was purchased for the courthouse site by the county commissioners

on April 27, 1897, from M. A. Schroeder for $4,100. The contract

b/;ar building the courthouse was let in September, 1897, to L. W.
D

ivelbiss of Olathe, who built a number of Kansas courthouses. By

terms of the contract the new courthouse was to be ready by October
1, 1898.

The cornerstone was laid Wednesday, July 27, 1898, during a day
long celebration which attracted a crowd of 8,000 to Paola.

On February 1 and 2, 1899, the county commissioners heard
from architect Washburn that the contractor, L. W. Divelbiss, was
not fulfilling terms of the contract. The commissioners then
took steps to relieve him of the work and decided to supervise
the finishing projects at the courthouse themselves. County
officials apparently moved into. the. new fac1llty in April, 1899.
Cost of the structure is. varlously glven at from $45,000 to $90,000.

The Miami County Courthouse is regarded as one of the most
outstanding works of George P. Washburn, who was one of the best
known 19th century Kansas architects. Courthouses were one of
Washburn's specialities, and his symmetrical courthouse designs
gave unique character to 13 Kansas county seat towns.




County Courthouses in the State of Kansas (National Society of Colonial

Dames in Kansas, 1966).
Paola Western Spirit, April 30, 1897-April 28, 1899.
Wallace, Berenice Boyd, compiler, History of Paola, Kansas (n. p., 1955).
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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National Register.
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Title Executive Director, Kansas
State Historical SOCiety & offhe National Register
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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