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" DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i
) "Bagle's Nest", the Edwards Johnson estate, is a large late Federal--
~ early Greek Revival house located just south of Stratford Avenue (U.S.
"Route 1lA) in the East End of Bridgeport, Connecticut. The property is
bounded by Logan, Alex, Kelsey, and Hewitt Streets, all of which were laid
out through its former grounds in the early 20th century. B
, The surrounding land has undergone an almost complete metamorphasis
since the time of its construction. Originally, the house was-the center
_of a 300-acre working farm that covered a good part of the present East
End of Bridgeport (the area was part of the town of Stratford until 1889).
A tide mill was located nearby on Johnson's Creek from which kiln-dried
"meal was shipped to the West Indies. The mill pond formerly extended to
 within 300 feet of the house in the vicinity of Davenport Street and sus-
tained an extensive commercial oystering operation. G
. Today, the neighborhood is primarily a residential district of mostly
one- and two-family homes. McKinley Elementary School is located on the
opposite side of Logan Street. There are some industrial and warehouse
, stiuctures scattered to the south in the vicinity of the Connecticut Turn-
: pj. €. ’ S
' - In the 19th century the house was set back approximately 100 yards
 from Stratford Avenue amid flat, well-cultivated fields. It was built
almost underneath the so-called Johnson Oak Tree, a white oak that measured
29 feet in circumference at the time of its destruction by lightning in
August, 1978. As the area was being intensively developed in the beginning
" of the present century the house was turned one-quarter of the way around
- {still on its original cut-granite foundation) to face the newly-construc-
- ted Logan Street. , -
- 'On the exterior the house retains most of its original detail, in-

~ cluding unusual tripartate windows across the front and centers of the

side walls on the second floor. In the pedimented side gables, new rec«
" tangular jalousie windows have been installed within the past few years,
~ but the outlines of original fanlights with their keystone mouldings are
 gtill visible. There is a heavy classical cornice around the house with
anthemion decorations at the corners. Notches remain where triglyph moulg-
ings once protruded. . There are verandas across the front and rear; both
~ retain dentil courses across their wide entablatures. The columns on '
the rear porch have been replaced, but heavy, fluted Doric columns remain
~ on the front. The main doorway's Grecian key mouldings apparently were
~ recycled from the original when it was divided and turned into a double
doorway. Windows on the first floor have been shortened by one-quarter
across the top to accomodate lowered interior ceilings. = -

Inside, the house underwent considerable remodeling when it was con-
verted into a four-unit apartment house. The central hall and staircase
- were divided in half; chimneys (and fireplaces) were removed. The first
floor, which had consisted of double parlors separated by arched openings
on either side of the hallway, became two three-room apartmerts. The second
- floor, however, retains basically its original-room layout and ceiling
height. There are elaborate Greek style mouldings around the windows and
doorway openings. o

See Continuation Sheet 2 for site plan
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Eagle's Nesgt" is an exceptional example of late Federal--early
Greek Revival architecture. The stately, massive structure with its Doric
order piazza and tripartate windows is the only remaining elaborate example
of its style in Bridgeport and was once considered among the finest country
seats on the North Shore of Long Island Sound. B ‘

In 1830, Edwards Johnson, oyster cultivator and gentleman farmer, gran
son of William Samuel Johnson of Stratford, married Susan Edwards, daughter
of Pierrepont Edwards of Bridgeport and granddaughter of Jonathan Edwards.
On June 27 of that year he wrote to his brother in New York:

",..I will bring the plans of my house down with me that you may
suggest any improvements that you may think of as I am about to
employ an architect to make out the plans to build from. I found
a young man in New Haven that draws beautifully and will do it for
me. I have also spoken to a builder there who says that he will
build the house so I think I am in a fair way to get it well done”.

The house was completed in the summer of 1832. After apparently fail-
ing in a venture to subdivide some of the land into houselots to accomo-
date Bridgeport's expanding population, Johnson sold the house to Don Jose
DeRivera in 184L. DeRivera was a wine and sugar merchant from Puerto Rico,
probably Bridgeport's first immigrant from that island. He subsequently
anglicized his name to "Revere". The house was purchased after the Civil
War by David F. Hollister, a Bridgeport attorney, who rebuilt the tide mill
planted an extensive peach orchard, and intensified efforts to carve house-
lots from the surrounding croplands. The Johnson, Revere, and Hollister
families are all memorialized in local place names (Johnson's Creek, Revere
Street, and Hollister Avenue). ‘

The Bates family, who acquired the homestead in the 1890s, were the
last farmers to reside there. Around 1910, they built the one-family house
standing just to the south as their new residence and turned the old man-
sion into income apartments. ~ '

Today, the Johnson - DeRivera House is one of the most deteriorated
structures in its neighborhood of mostly well-kept homes. The surrounding
land has recently been purchased by the City of Bridgeport using Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation funding for the development of a Johnson Oak Park. It
is being suggested by neighborhood residents that the house also be acquires
by the city and restored, at least on the exterior, because of its position
as the historical basis of the development of the East End of the city. It
is one of the last remainders of the aristocratic salt water farms that
once lined the Western Connecticut coastline, a value that is only intensi-
fied by its urban environment.
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"Eagle's Nest"
Bridgeport, Connecticut

Fagle's Nest is considered the basis for the development of the
East End of Bridgeport because it was the center of the Johnson Farm,
which occupied much of the area. Several of the 19th-.century owners

of this farm attempted to develop this property to accomodate Bridge-

/A ,
as yet undetgrmined, was offered for sale by Edwards Johnson in an

B

port's bu?ééqging population. A seventy-lot subdivision, its location

advertisement appearing in the Bridgeport Republican Farmer of 5 April

1837. The DeRivera family apparantly opened Revere Street, shown lined
with small houses on an 1867 map of Stratford®.
After the Civil War real estate speculator David F. Hollister ac-
quired the house and land. He laid out many of the present neighborhood
streets; from Central Avenue east to Bishop Avenue. Bridgeport news- |
papers of the early 1870s contain numerous auction notices for these
building lots. Hollister was instrumental in getting a horse car line

built down Stratford Avenue from the city's center, thus laying the

groundwork for the neighborhood's present development.

1Beers! Atlas of New York and Viecinity
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"Eagle's Nest"
Bridgeport, Connecticut

AN
Fagle's Nest is considered the basis for the development of the

East End of Bridgeport because it was the ec=nter of the Johnsaﬁ Farm,
which ocecupied much of the area. Several of the 19th-century owners
of this farm attempted to develop this property to accomodate Bridge-
port's burgeoning population. A seventy-lot subdivision, its location
as yet undetermined, was offered for sale by Edwards Johnson in an

advertisement appearing in the Bridgeport Republican Farmer of 5 April

1837. The DeRivera family apparantly opened Revere Street, shown lined
with small houses on an 1867 map of StratfordT.

After the Civil War real estate speculator David F. Hollister ac-
guired the house and land. He laid out many of the present neighborhood
streets, from Central Avenue east to Bishop Avenue. Bridgeport news-
rapers of the carly 1870s contain numerous auction notices for these
building lots. Hollister was instrumental in getting a horse car line
built down Stratford Avenue from the city's center, thus laying the

groundwork for the neighborhood's prresent development.
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