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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Order of Significancei First 

Recommended Treatment; Preservation 

Description:

Present. A narrow, single-file, twisting, and occasionally slightly 
abraded trail over fields of cooled, hard, tough lavas; some fields being 
rough and scoriaceous and others smooth and billowy; above 11,600-foot 
elevation; leading up the broad southeast flank of Mauna Loa volcano to 
and along the east side of Mokuaweoweo, the major summit crater. The 
trail along the crater's edge is above the 13,200-foot elevation. Inter­ 
mittent , and in places infrequent, stacks of loose lava boulders (each 
stack called an ahu in the Hawaiian language) line its sides to mark the 
trail. Abraded spots occur only on the rare surface types subject to 
pockmarking by metal blows, and this has been done by iron-shod hoofs 
since the 1870's, when mounts began to be used.

Original. Same as above, except without the abraded spots. Bare 
feet and feet protected by leaf sandals or leather boots, leave no marks 
on the lava surfaces. Some rock stacks may have been added and others 
destroyed since 1870, and some cracks filled in 1913 to permit easier 
horse and mule passage.

Length of trail above 11,600 feet to near "Jaggar's Cave," approxi­ 
mately 11 miles.

Actual boundaries are 200 feet on each side of the trail, which in 
places may be wide. The trail, in places, consists of numerous twisting 
alternate routes leading across a broad sloping area of billows and 
hollows of comparatively smooth-surfaced pahoehoe lavas. Other parts 
may be a stretch of narrow path through clinker-lijke aa lava, jumbled 
massive lava blocks, or winding between irregular and odd-shaped hillocks. 
Areas of multiple-choice routes are usually marked by rock stacks to 
indicate the general direction, but such stacks may be widely spaced and 
visible only on the horizon, if weather permits. The stacks are usually 
placed so as to be visible against the skyline to travelers going upslope. 
Some of the trail is obvious and forms the only practical foot route a- 
head in the desired direction. Rock-stack markers are less frequent in 
obvious trail areas.

The portion of the Ainapo trail covered by this nomination is the 
upper (and still visible) portion of the principal Hawaiian route to the 
summit of Mauna Loa. That portion of the trail below 11,600-foot eleva­ 
tion is not included in this nomination; much of it is not visible in 
1973, having been disturbed through ranching operations and vegetative
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7. DESCRIPTION

changes in recent historic tiroes. A portion of the trail included in this 
nomination lies outside the boundaries of Hawaii Volcanoes National Park; 
this portion being the stretch between the 11,600-foot elevation and the 
boundary of the National Park at approximately the 12,560-foot elevation.

Date of construction. Prehistoric. Improved for horses in 1913.

Cost Estimate (for level of treatment); $1,000 initially; then $100 
annually to maintain..

Brief Description of Work; Rebuild rock cairns which mark trail for appro­ 
ximately 7 miles, starting at Wilkes campsite at 13,2^0 feet above sea 
level and going down upper slopes of Mauna Loa, until trail disappears at 
about 11,600-foot elevation. Note; Extremely remote, barren, and water­ 
less location above 11,600-foot elevation. Transportation and support by 
helicopter.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From prehistoric times through 1916, the Ainapo trail was the customary 
route to the summit crater of Mauna Loa volcano. The trail was 3U-miles 
long (almost 55 km); rose from 2,000 feet to 13,200 feet above sea level; 
and supplied shelter, water, and firewood to Hawaiians. Foreigners also 
used it afoot after 179_i, and after 18?0 rode horses and mules over it. 
Only the portion above the 11,650-foot elevation remains intact.

Q Prehistoric Hawaiians laid out the Ainapo foot trail to assure availabi­ 
lity of shelter, drinking water, and firewood between their nearest per­ 
manent settlement, Kapapala village, and Mbkuaweoweo, the summit crater. 
Kapapala village could be reached over easy-grade trails from the coastal 
Hawaiian settlements. Most Mauna Loa ascents by Hawaiians were made 
during summit eruptions, when the volcano goddess Pele was present, to 
honor her with chanted prayers and offerings; and perhaps at other times 
to honor a site she frequented.

From the records left by early foreigners, the Hawaiian Ainapo trail 
practices have been reconstructed. The Hawaiian style of ascent to 
Mokuaweoweo lay in moving upslope in easy stages to lessen fatigue and 
permit acclimatization to the increasingly rarefied atmosphere. The 
major stages were a series of overnight camps, each complete with small, 
warm, thatched houses and well supplied with food, drinking liquid, and 
firewood. In each camp, the elite were supported in the style of Hawai­ 
ian high chiefs. The lesser stages consisted of frequent rest stops, 
perhaps in natural rock shelters, warmed by fires as necessary.

Hawaiians utilized two key campsites on the Ainapo* one at the upper 
edge of the forest (Camp 2), and one further upslope within a large 
lava tube (Camp 3) in the barren area. Camp 2, a temporary village of 
thatched houses built for each royal trip to the top, was in an area 
of high grass with timber adjacent. Gamp 2 f s altitude was approximately 
6,500 feet above sea level, and furnished house timbers, firewood and 
grass for thatching and ground insulation (under sleeping mats) for 
the subsequent higher camps. Camp 3, in the large lava tube at about

(continued)



Apple , Russell A., "Mountain Trails: the Ainapo and Mauna Loa," mss., 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

it was the shortest access to the top both in time and distance. Pack 
animals shortened by days the round-trip time over the Ainapo and elimi­ 
nated the supporting cadre of human porters. It took more than 100 
Hawaiians to place Menzies atop Mauna Loa in 179U*

\S
In 1916, the U. £>, Army pioneered a new trail to the summit to suit the 
needs of volcanolegists headquartered at Kilauea volcano. In 1916, the 
summit of Mauna Loa, the Army-built trail, and the summit of Kilauea 
volcano were incorporated within Hawaii National Park, established by 
Congress that year. This gave the volcanologists and the public a fed­ 
erally controlled route to Mokuaweoweo. After 1916, for the next half 
century, there were two trails to the summit, but the Ainapo received 
diminishing usage and was not maintained. Below the barren lavas, the 
savannah-forest areas through which the Ainapo passed became ranching 
country private land through which public passage was discouraged. The 
Ainapo trail now lies abandoned, unmaintained, overgrown, blocked by 
barbed-wire cattle fences, and almost forgotten. The 1915 Army-built 
trail now handles the rare traffic and is the trail shown on the newer 
USGS quadrangle maps. The Ainapo trail is now out of business, except 
for the portion above 11,600, most of it within Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park.
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