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The dd Public Library, constructed in 1890-1892, is located in the center of the

Ci t% of Lawence on a site bounded by Haverhill, Hanpshire andBradford Streets.

It has frontage of approxi mat E|T¥1 70 teet onHaverhill Street andthe | ot extends

125 feet on Hanpshire Street. The site is set off by granite curbing and by a

sinple iron picket fence along the Haverhill and Hanpshire Street edges of the property.

Wth the exception of the southeast elevation, the exterior walls are constructed of
rough-faced reddi sh brownstone. A large wing was added to the southeast elevation in
1902 but was denolished in 1969 due to structural unsoundness. Awood frane wal |l
sheat hed wi t h wood shingl es was erected at that tine as a tenporary end closure and
has not yet been rePI aced by a permanent nasonry wall. Qn the other elevations
arches, lintels, sills, beltcourses andother trinmngs are enphasized by the use of
contrasting Iight colored Chio sandstone and North Gormay granite. The foundation
walls and water table are also of granite.

The massing of the library isirregular, the floor plan asymmetrical andthe roof
heights varied. Functionally andvisually it consists of tw sections. The northem
section which includes the nmain entrance, central staircase, reference room reading
roomand | ecture roomis twostories inheight andis covered by a conplex ridged A
slate roof. The rear southemsection is 1%stories inheight andis covered by a
gabl ed sl ate roof andcontains the stacks.

The northem section contains the nost promnent architectural feature of the building
vdiich is the 75 foot octagonal stair/entrance tower |ocated on the northeast elevation.
The tower has a steep eight-sided, pyramdal, slate roof with awide foliatedterracotta
band beneath i t. The entrance, which projects fromthe north side of the tower has a
Syrian ardh with wde voussiers and heavy archivolts. Qver the arch i s a stone panel
with the inscription "Public Library NBS3I>C™" To the southeast of the tower isa

| ower sem-circular tower with a conical slate roof attached to the nain plane of the
wal | which has atriple arched wndowin itsgable. Extending fromthe north side of
this secondar?/ tower is aonestory projection capped by a [ow parapet with a turret
and |itbyalarge round arched wndow The northwest elevation is domnated by a
projecting five-sidedblock. The center of the five sides has a large round arched

w ndowwi th el aborately glazed sash at the second story and a | arge rectangul ar w ndow
now boarded i nat the first story. The twoflanking sides have triple arched gl azed

w ndows divi ded by slender colums at the second story and paired rectangul ar w ndows
now boarded i nat the first story. Aonestorywngwth agabled hip roof is attached
to the southwest elevation. This section is |t by a continuous band of w ndows near
the roof line andcontains atall rectangular chimmey located at the intersection with
the five sided block. M

The sout hem stack section is nearly square inplan andin contrast to the northem
section, is intempted only by alowround tower with a conical roof attached to the
eastemend of the northeast elevation. This elevationislithbytall narrow rectangular
w ndows andis the only one of this southemsection to retain itsoriginal appearance.
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The sout heast el evation i s now shingled as has been described, and a one story wing
constructed of concrete blocks imtating browstone was added t o the northwest el evation
in 1938 maskingits original appearance. The flat roof of this wing which is|it by
tall rectangiilar wi ndows, nerges with thegabled roof of the original core. Chi nmeys

rise fromboth ends of this section. The basenent of theentire building islit by
w ndows cont ai ned beneath a continuous belt course.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ad Public Library is significant for several reasons. The handsone buildingis

a fine exanple of the R chardsonian R)nanesgue style, andis one of the best works of
the promnent Lawence architect George G (1850-1932). Wile inuse the
library was an inportant cxoltural institution in Law ence.

The Od Public Library was conpleted in 1892 at a cost of $50,000. Afree public
library hadexisted in Lawence since 1872but did not have a hone of i ts own until
the construction of this building. Mney to erect the l[ibrary was donated by Ms.
Nathanial G Wite and her daughter Mss Elizabeth Wite. The land tpon vAich t he
library stands is aplot saved fromthe original Judge Dani el Aﬁpl eton Wiite tract.
This noted Lawence citizenwas aresident of the area before the city was founded.
He was the owner of several acres of |and which were anong the few parcels not initially
conveyed to tlie Essex Gonpany. I n 1852, Judge Wite donated the property to the City
to sell for the purpose of creating afund, the incone of whichwas to be used to
establish afree lecture series andto purchase books for the [ibrary. The fund
still exists today.

Gorge G Adans, (1850-1932) the architect of the library, was the designer of an
extensi ve nunber of significant buildings. They included avariety of public,
comercial, andresidential structures 1n Lawence, aswell as nunerous public buildings
t hroughout NewEngland. During his long architectural career, he nade use of the

(Queen Anne, Ronanesque Revival, and Neo-d assical styles inhis designs. The Ad
Public Library stands out as one of his finest achievenents. |t is both the best ,;'.
exanpl e of the R chardsoni an Fonanesque style in Lawence, and one of the nost note-
worthy exanples of Victorian architecture inthe City. Thenorth section is

especially finewith itsnonumental scale roons, outstanding decorative and structural
woodwor k, and exterior carved details contrasting to the bold stonework.

The Ad Library building continued to be used as alibrary until anewstructure

on Haverhill and Lawence Streets was conpleted in 1973 Newuses for the now vacant
Ad Library are being considered, aiidit 1s hoped that in the near future the structure
wi || once again have a-vital function as acultural center for the comunity.

y Nohey -
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