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The Old Public Library, constructed in 1890-1892, is located in the center of the 
City of Lawrence on a site bounded by Haverhill, Hanpshire and Bradford Streets. 
I t has frontage of approximately 70 feet on Haverhill Street and the lot extends 
125 feet on Hampshire Street. The site is set off by granite curbing and by a 
sinple iron picket fence along the Haverhill and Hampshire Street edges of the property. 

With the exception of the southeast elevation, the exterior walls are constructed of 
rough-faced reddish brownstone. A large wing was added to the southeast elevation in 
1902 but was demolished in 1969 due to structural unsoundness. A wood frame wall 
sheathed with wood shingles was erected at that time as a temporary end closure and 
has not yet been replaced by a permanent masonry wall. On the other elevations 
arches, lintels, s i l l s , beltcourses and other trimmings are enphasized by the use of 
contrasting light colored Ohio sandstone and North Conway granite. The foundation 
walls and water table are also of granite. 

The massing of the library is irregular, the floor plan asymmetrical and the roof 
heights varied. Functionally and visually i t consists of two sections. The northem 
section which includes the main entrance, central staircase, reference room, reading 
room and lecture room is two stories in height and is covered by a complex ridged ^ 
slate roof. The rear southem section is 1% stories in height and is covered by a 
gabled slate roof and contains the stacks. 

The northem section contains the most prominent architectural feature of the building 
vdiich is the 75 foot octagonal stair/entrance tower located on the northeast elevation. 
The tower has a steep eight-sided, pyramidal, slate roof with a wide foliated terracotta 
band beneath i t . The entrance, which projects from the north side of the tower has a 
Syrian ardh with wide voussiers and heavy archi volts. Over the arch is a stone panel 
with the inscription "Public Library MDCCCXC." To the southeast of the tower is a 
lower semi-circular tower with a conical slate roof attached to the main plane of the 
wall which has a triple arched window in i t s gable. Extending from the north side of 
this secondary tower is a one story projection capped by a low parapet with a turret 
and l i t by a large round arched window. The northwest elevation is dominated by a 
projecting five-sided block. The center of the five sides has a large round arched 
window with elaborately glazed sash at the second story and a large rectangular window 
now boarded in at the f i r s t story. The two flanking sides have triple arched glazed 
windows divided by slender columns at the second story and paired rectangular windows 
now boarded in at the f i r s t story. A one story wing with a gabled hip roof is attached 
to the southwest elevation. This section is l i t by a continuous band of windows near 
the roof line and contains a t a l l rectangular chimney located at the intersection with 
the five sided block. ,̂,,5; 

The southem stack section is nearly square in plan and in contrast to the northem 
section, is in tempted only by a low round tower with a conical roof attached to the 
eastem end of the northeast elevation. This elevation is l i t by t a l l narrow rectangular 
windows and is the only one of this southem section to retain its original appearance. 
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The southeast elevation is now shingled as has been described, and a one story wing 
constructed of concrete blocks imitating brownstone was added to the northwest elevation 
in 1938 masking it s original appearance. The f l a t roof of this wing which is l i t by 
t a l l rectangiilar windows, merges with the gabled roof of the original core. Chimneys 
rise from both ends of this section. The basement of the entire building is l i t by 
windows contained beneath a continuous belt course. 
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The Old Public Library is significant for several reasons. The handsome building is 
a fine exanple of the Richardsonian Romanesque style, and is one of the best works of 
the prominent Lawrence architect George G. Adams (1850-1932). While in use, the 
library was an inportant cxoltural institution in Lawrence. 

The Old Public Library was conpleted in 1892 at a cost of $50,000. A free public 
library had existed in Lawrence since 1872 but did not have a home of it s own until 
the construction of this building. Money to erect the library was donated by Mrs. 
Nathanial G. White and her daughter Miss Elizabeth White. The land tpon vAiich the 
library stands is a plot saved from the original Judge Daniel Appleton White tract. 
This noted Lawrence citizen was a resident of the area before the city was founded. 
He was the owner of several acres of land which were among the few parcels not i n i t i a l l y 
conveyed to tlie Essex Company. In 1852, Judge White donated the property to the City 
to sell for the purpose of creating a fund, the income of which was to be used to 
establish a free lecture series and to purchase books for the library. The fund 
s t i l l exists today. 

George G. Adams, (1850-1932) the architect of the library, was the designer of an 
extensive number of significant buildings. They included a variety of public, 
commercial, and residential structures in Lawrence, as well as numerous public buildings 
throughout New England. During his long architectural career, he made use of the 
Queen Anne, Romanesque Revival, and Neo-Classical styles in his designs. The Old 
Public Library stands out as one of his finest achievements. I t is both the best ,;'. 
example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style in Lawrence, and one of the most note­
worthy exanples of Victorian architecture in the City. The north section is 
especially fine with i t s monumental scale rooms, outstanding decorative and structural 
woodwork, and exterior carved details contrasting to the bold stonework. 

The Old Library building continued to be used as a library until a new structure 
on Haverhill and Lawrence Streets was conpleted in 1973. New uses for the now vacant 
Old Library are being considered, aiid i t is hoped that in the near future the structure 
w i l l once again have a -vital function as a cultural center for the community. 
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