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1. Name of Property

historic name Kanab Post Office

otiier names/site number Old Kanab Post Office, US Forest Service Office, Spencer Building

2. Location

street & number 22 N. Main Street not for publication
city or town Kanab vicinity

state Utali code Ul county Kane code 025 zipcode 84741

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _X_nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national /o statewide A X local

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property Is:

entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

ether (explain:)

¥ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Kanab Post Office
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

private X building(s)

public - Local district

public - State site

public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic and Architectural Resources of Kanab, Utah

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: Post Office
GOVERNMENT: Office
COMMERCE/TRADE: Office Building

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style
LATE VICTORIAN

Category of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Kane County, Utah
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
district
site
structure
object
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

HEALTHCARE: Clinic
COMMERCE/TRADE: Office Building

RELIGION: Religious Facility
DOMESTIC: Apartment

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: STONE
walls: BRICK

roof: BUILT-UP

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Kanab Pogt Office, circa 1900, is a two-part commercia block located & 22 N. Main Sireet in Kanab, Utah." The
two-gtory building is constructed of brick on a gone foundation. The built-up roof dopesto the rear behind a cascading
pargpet. The faBade features modest dements of the Late Victorian and Early Twentieth Century commercia styles. The
building hes a one-pat Succo-covered concrete-block annex to the south (built circa 1940). The mgority of
modifications to the building occurred in the 1930s or 1940s, within the historic period (circa 1900 to 1950). The
building takes up most of the goace on its 0.04-acre parce. It adjoinsa 1948 two-part commercia block building on the
north. There is an agphdt right-of-way on the south with parking in the rear. The building is part of Kanab's historic
Main Street commercia and government corridor.

Narrative Description

The Kanab Pogt Officewas built on arock-face ashlar sandgone foundation. The reddish sandstione blocks dso acocent
the main level of the faBade (west eevation) a the comers and flank the front entrance.  The storefront wes originally
symmetrical with adightly recessd front door and transom. The current wood sagh storefront windows are not original,
but are from the historic period when an exterior entrance to a sscond floor stair was added on the south side, which
replaced the south window with adoor and smdler window.® The original storefront had awood bulkhead and divided-
light transoms above the windows. These aress are currently covered with stucco (circa 1980s). The front door isa four-
pand historic door, but the original door gppearsto have been three-quarter glass in a historic photograph. The sscond
floor door is a haf-glass wood door (circa 1940s) with concrete stoop. The full-width wood cornice above the transom
level isorigina. The gone has not been painted. The doors and wood trim are painted rust red and the succo istan
(circa 1980s).

The upper levd of the fafade and sscondary eevations are built of red-orange brick laid in a running bond with light-
colored flush mortar joints. There are two courses of rowlock brick a the ssgmentd-arched window heeds. The brick
extends to include the cascading pargpet.  The historic iron tie rods show where the roof line is located. There is one
extant origina one-over-one double-hung wood-sash window on the main level of the rear (eet) elevation. The extant
seoond floor windows were replaced with four-light metal-saeh windows with one vertical casament. These replacements
may have been within the historic period, but may date to the early 1960s One of these windows, on the sscond floor
south eevation, has been replaced with a full-light window, circa 1990s  The north elevation originally had one upper
and one lower window, both blocked by the adjoining two-story building in 1948. The two windows on the upper level
of the south elevation are visible. Two main floor windows and a sSde door were blocked by the circa 1948 annex. The

" The building historically ussd adoresses baween 20 and 24 N. Man Srest. The current eddress of the legdl pared is22N. Main
Sret. The main floor uses 24 N. and the uppe floor is 22 N. The amex uses 20 N. for an address The currant Main Sredt in Kaneb
wes Frg Esgt when the building wes congructed.

A The acudl condruction date is uncartain, with various sources giving sevard detes batvwean 1890 (family higtory) and 1922 (tex
record). Thephysicd evidence, auch s the gone foundation, suggests a tum-of-the century date, but Kaneb builders continued to uee
done until the 1920s  The latet probeble date is 1914 when the land wes officially acquired by thefirstowner, but there is evidence
de hed dther a frame building or this building condructed on the parcd before purchesing the land. S Sdtion 8 for more
information.

A Higoric phatogrgphs and newvgogpar reports sugoedt the original daircase wes aooessad from the interior until the 1930swhen it wes
moved to the beck. Aninterior dosad dair with exterior aooess wes rebuilt inthe 1940s  Today there is dso anonHhigoric
replecamat for the regr exteior dair.
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rear (east) devation featureswindows on the south half and doors in the north half. The lower level door is a five-panel
wood door and the upper level door is haf-glass. Both are historic and possibly original. The wood exterior aircase hes
been recently rebuilt (circa 1990s).

The footprint of the original building is 20 feet by 40 feet. The one-gory annex was built circa 1940 aong the south
devation." The footprint of the annex is 10 feet by 40 feet. The annex is built of concrete block laid in a running bond.
The block is currently painted sdmon pink. The faQade (west devation) is covered intan stucco. The ten-foot wide
fagade hes a sngle-pane wood saeh gorefront window (original) and a circa 1980s pand door. The wood hes been
painted orangeto metch the older building to the north. The south eevation featuresa cascading pargpet that mimicsthe
older building. One course of brick is located under the tile coping. The roof is built-up and dopesto the rear. The
south devation hes three sats of three wood sssh windows (one blocked, one replaced). There isapainted sringcourse
above the windows. On the rear devation of the annex, there is one door (currently blocked by a plastic sorage cabinet)
and one two-over-two square wood window (original). Interior access between the two-gtory building and the one-gtory
annex is in the southesst comer through a door that was cut from a window opening when the annex was built. The
center door on the south elevation may have provided acoess during the historic period, but is no longer visible from
indgde the pogt office building.

The interior of the Kanab Pogt Office has a combination of historic and non-higtoric features. The back rooms of the
main level of the older building include some wainscoting, which may be original. The back hall and offices gppeer to
have woodwork from the 1940s or 1950s The front half was remodded inthe 1990s The main floor is currently a
chiropractor's office. The frontis alobby and waiting area. The north rooms are used for a retroom and gorage. The
south rooms are patient rooms. The second floor was officelbusiness gpacein the historic period, but is currently finished
& an officein front and gpartment inthe rear. 1t hes bean vacant for severd years. The annex is being ussd as a meeting
place for the local Christian Science congregation. Historic photogrgphs show the post office building with very little
dgnage. Sgnage has changed frequently over the years, including a large meta awning in the 1970s (removed circa
1990s). The current backlit Sgn is removable.

The Kanab Pog Officeis located on a 0.04-acre parce, which includes the main building and annex. In the front thereis
no landscaping, just a public Sdewak and 90 degree parking dong Main Street. Along the south side of the annex isan
agphalt driveway to the bank on the comer and some parking behind the building, which mostly beongsto the property
adjoining on the north. Near the rear (eest) elevation is atree and somebushes The old pog office and the adjoining
building are the only historic commercid buildings left on that block of Main Street.  The buildings face the public
guare where the higtoric Kaneb LDS Church medtinghouse is located. The county offices are further north on Main
Stret. Main Stredt is fairly quiet, compared to Center Strest, which runs perpendicular, and is dso Highway 89, the
main transportation and commercia corridor through town. The old pogt office is one of the few historic commercid
blocks left in Kanab. The building hes excdlent historic integrity and medtsthe registration requirementsfor the Historic
and Architectural Resources of Kanab, Utah, multiple property submisson. The Kanab Pog Officeis an important
architectural and historic resource in Kangb, Utah.

" The tax records give a condruction date of 1948. The concrete blodk building mey have bean earlier as recorded in newgogper
aooounts to enlarge the main floor of the podt cffice in the 1930s
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the properly

for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions.)

POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

P i i ith ts that have made a
roperty is associated with even COMMUNICATIONS

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

e B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1900-1950
individual distinction.

Period of Significance

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1900, 1914, 1919, 1930, 1934, 1950

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only If Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from lIts original location. Cultural Affiliation

N/A
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder
Architect: Unknown

F mmemorative property. .

a commemorat property Builder: Unknown

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significanceis circa 1900 to 1950, which coversthe time period that the building was used as a pogt office.
% ' y .
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Kanab Post Office, built circa 1900, is locally significant under Criterion A for its association with the devel opment
of Kanab, Utah, in the first half of the twentieth century. The Kanab Post Office is significant in the area of
Palitics/Government, and Communications. Prior to the constmction of the building, post office duties were carried out
in various residences or businesses in the town. The building at 22 N. Main Sreet is acknowledged asthe first building
in town dedicated for use as a post office.  The period of significance begins circa 1900, when the building was
constructed, to 1950, when the post office was moved to the adjoining building. The Kanab Post Office was constmcted
for Persis A. Spencer, who served as the town's postmaster from 1899 until her death in 1919. The building was the
communication center of the town for many years, housing both the telegraph office and the telephone exchange. The
second floor of the building was used by the United State Forest Service for many years, but also had a beauty shop and
other businesses within the historic period. The building is eligible for the National Register under the Historic and
Architectural Resources of Kanab, Utah Multiple Property Listing. The period of significance for the building spans
three contextual periods. Community Building, Farming, and Ranching Period, 1884-1909, Twentieth-Century
Community Development and the Beginning of a Tourist Industry, 1910-1921 and the "Little Hollywood," the Expansion
of Tourismand Other Industries, 1922-1950.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Within a few months after entering the Sdt LakeValley, Brigham Young, leader of the Church of JesusChrist of Latter-
day Sants (LDS or Mormon Church) sent companies of settlers to explore southern Utah. The Mormons had three
reesons for settling southem Utah: 1) to st up a saries of settlement outposts dong routesto Califomia and Arizona; 2)
to find aress auitable for grazing and agriculture; and 3) to perform missonary work among Utah's Native American
tribes. Due to confrontations with the native Paiutes, severd atemptsto settle the Kanab areg, near the Utah-Arizona
border, inthe 1860sfailed. Inthe soring of 1869, an abandoned fort was reoccupied. Brigham Young visited the fortin
April 1870 and established an LDS ward. In Sgptember of 1870, the town Ste of Kanab was surveyed with each block
divided into four lots of two acres Each family receved a& least one lot on which to build a houss, ban and
outbuildings.

The two lots on the south half of Kanab's Block 22 were first deeded to Jacob Hamblin in 1885, who held title for only a
year before sdlling to Mandana R. Johnson. Mandana R. Johnson, and her husband, Nephi Johnson, probably had a
frame house on the property in the late nineteenth century, but may have dso built a generd gtore on the property by
1900. During this period the economy of Kanab wes basad on farming and ranching, primarily ranching because water
was a scarce commodity. The population grew from 409 in 1890 to 710 in 1900. The inhabitants of the town could not
raise enough food to medt their needs, and the arriva of freight wagons and dageswith saples from communitiesto the
north was an dmog daily occurrence. Inthe early twentieth century, the streets south, west, and eedt of the town square
were devdoped commercidly, mostly with generd gores. The Johnsons sold the southwest comer (Lot 2) to their
daughter, Lovinia A. Johnson Famsworth, in July 1909." Lovinia Farnsworth's daughter, Vinnie, married Lewis Jgason
in 1897. With a few years of the marriage, Lewis Jgoson built a subgtantial mercantile block a the southwest comer of
Block 22 (now Center and Main Streets). Around 1914, the Jgoson block was sold to John Glazier and became the
Stockman's Store. On Decamber 23, 1914, Lovinia A. Famsworth sold a 20-foot by 50-foot section of Lot 2 with Main
Street frontage to PardsA. Soencer. A month later, the Stockman's Store granted Perds A. Spencer aright-of-way dong
the north dde of the tore property. At the time she was deeded the property, PardsA. Soencer, Kanab's posmedter, had
been operating the town's pogt office on the property for gpproximately fifteen years.

Lovinids name in some records gopears & Yodled Lavinia or Lovinie.
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Perss Ann Brown Spenocer was bom on December 23, 1855, in Dreper, Utah. Her parents, Josgph Gumsey and Harriet

Maria Y oung Brown were among the first settlers of Draper inthe south part of the Sdt Lake Valley. When Pards was
six years old, the family moved to the remote settlement of Kanab near the Utah-Arizona border. As ayoung woman,
Perds Brown taught school to hep support her family. She was one of the first teechersto teach inthe one-room school

house built after the Kanab fort bumed down. When she was nineteen years old, Perds Brown acoepted a proposa to
become a polygamous wife from Howard Orson Spencer who had been cadled to be the bishop and president of the
United Order in Orderville, Uteh”* Perds and Howard were married on March 22, 1875. Howard O. Spencer married a
third wife, Asenath Emmeline Carling, in 1877. Howard O. Spencer's first wife, Louisa Catherine Cross Spencer,

initially did not want to leave Sdt Lake City, but dhe later moved her family to Orderville. All three wives were living
together inthe same household in Orderville according to the 1880 census enumeardion® For atime, Pards A. Spencer

was one of saverd women in charge of the boarding house and the communa meds for the Order. She was d<0 the
telegraph operator in Orderville.

As a polygamous wife, Perds Soencer often had to move her family around southem Utah to avoid federd authorities.
Se hed five children, Harriet, Josgph Gumsay, Nabbie, Besse and Homer (bom in Orderville and Kanab). A biography
of Howard O. Soencear dates that Perds "left the order and moved to Kanab" before Howard Spencer and his other
families left in 1883-1834~ Although they left the Order, Howard, Louisa and Asenath Spenocer chose to remain in
Orderville for the rest of their lives. Itisundear when Pessmoved to Kanab. Her youngest child was bom in Orderville
in 1888. Soitislikely ghe moved to Kanab permanently after polygamy was disavowed by the LDS Church in 1890.'
Establishing her indegpendence in Kanab, Pergs purchased a house for hersdlf and her children. The property hed a
garden plot, orchard, corral and chicken coop.'®

Perds Spencer took in boarders and taught school to help support her family. A biographical sketch by her daughters

describing her life in Kanab dates that "For many years, [Perdg was the town's telegraph operator.  In a two room

building on the 'Square’ she kept schoal in one room and the telegraph key inthe other. Between times she did knitting,

etc., and dried fruit in season."" The two-room building on the square is likely the frame storefront that gppearsinthe
History of Kanab with the caption "Early Pog Office."'* Although its exact location is unknown, the storefront gppears
to face Main Strest with alarge bam inthe background.”® PeardsA. Spencer was gppointed as the official postmeder for

Kanab on July 10, 1899. Her name gopearsthree times inthe 1899-1900 Utah gazetteer: once as the postmader, once as
the County Recorder, and once as the owner of 80 acresof farmland in Kane County

Prior to the gopointment of Pards A. Spencer, pogt office duties in Kanab were usudly performed in the county
courthouse, or the resdence/business of the acting postmedter.  This arangement was typical for rural Utah in the late-
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As a budnesswoman, Persiswas known for keeping her "business life separate
fi-omher home and rdigious duties"™ She likely used the frame building as the town's pogt office until the brick

* Thetown of Orderville, twenty-two miles north of Kanab, wes edablished in 1875 by anumber of sattlers in the area who wished to
live the United Order, aprogram of commund living egooused by Brigham Young. The community wes conddered a modd exanpe
of the United Order until the Order wies completdly dissolved in 1885.
" The 1830 housshdd indudes five of Louisals seven children and Parss ddegt of five. Asanath Emmdine Spanoe eventudly gave
birth to sixtean children.
* Hatie Eolin, Higories of Early Fionears of Orderville and Kane County, Utah, (TMs[dirca 1950)).
" Given the ages of her children, it is likely e moved to Kaneb to provide them mee educationd opportunities.
** Jamie Brown Hollist and Imogane Brovm, Boenezer Brown and His Desoandants ([Utah?]: Gam Printing Compeary, 1979): 24.
" 1bid: 25. Rards A. Spanog hed previoudy operated the tdegrgph in Orderville.

Hsa Chambaian Caradll, ed.,, Higtory of Kane County, Kane County Daughters of Uteh Flonears (St Lake City, Utah: Utah
Printing Compary, 1960): 164.
" The bam in the phatogrgph mey be the same bam that remains on the property of the Parry Lodge on the eest dde of Blok 22. This
would put thef ramebuilding fiirther north and doser to the canter of the block then thebrick Pogt Office building.

Boanez Brown: 25.
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building was completed.”* The brick building iswidely acknowledged as the first dedicated post officein Kanab. Julius
S Dalley, a subssquent postmadter, described the facility a 22N. Main Street in abrief history of Kanab mail service:

Hers [Mrs. Spencer's building] was the first red pogt officein Kanab's history in which provisions were
mede to carry on the work efficiently. Letter boxes were instaled and convenient window-ddivery and
receiving goaces provided. A service dek was placed in the lobby, and there was dso floor goece
sufficient to mest the nesds a that time. Other provisons included parcd post scales which heped
congderably in handling the mail, Snce parcd post mail wes increasing rapidly. The building provided
office room for the next two succeeding pos magters

The exact congtruction date of the Kanab Pog Office is unknown, but there are references to the " Spencer building” that
appear to predate 1914 when she acquired the property a 22 N. Main Street.  Compared to other buildings constructed as
pogt officesinrura Utah at the tum of the twentieth century, Mrs. Spencer's building wes large and well-appointed. The
building hed a larger lobby and more room in the back than wes typical for the period.”® The two-story building
resembled a commercia block with office goace provided on the sscond floor. The builder is unknown. PerdsA.
Spencer was among an increasing number of femae postmaders in Utah in the early twentieth century.” She was listed
as the pogtmadter, rather than pogmigtress, in gazettears and historic records.

Reliable mail service was particularly important to the residents of Kanab, which has been described as the "mogt
inaccessible place in the United States"" Teegraph lines reeched Kanab in 1871 and the tdephone in the 1890s
However, the nearest railroad sop was 132 milesto the north & Marysvae (reeched by the Denver & Rio Grande in
1900). Perds A. Spencer continued providing teegrgph service from her building. The 1900 census enumeration for
Kanab listed Persis Soencer as the heed of the household employed as the pogmedter. At the time, her daughter, Harriett
was employed as atdegraph operator. Her son Josgph was aday |aborer and the three youngest children were in schoal.
According to her biographical sketch, Perds Spencer's sons, Josgph and Homer, built the first telephone line from Kanab
to Marysvdle. Peads Soencer had a switchboard ingdled in her building and with hired help operated the town's
tdephone exchange. Julius S Dalley records that Mrs. Spencer employed severd young womento work as clerksin the
pogt office, including Emily Riggs McDonald, Fannie Y oung Lundquist, and her daughter, Besse Spencar Bateman. The
Spoencer building was the communications center of Kanab housing the pogt office, tdegraph and telephone office. In
addition, acirca 1919 photograph shows the building with severd fliers in the window for community events.

The second floor of the Spencer building was used for office goace. The mogt notable early tenant was the United States
Forest Sarvice (USES). The USES was established in 1905 for the protection of timber and watersheds.  Between 1908
and 1913, the first two supervisors of the Kaibab National Forest hed offices in former storefronts™' Lee A. Harris
moved the office to the sscond floor of the Spencer building in 1914. His succesors, John C. Rogk and Wdter G. Mann
dso had officesinthe Soencer building.™ Millie Young, who was the typist for the Forest Service office, can be ssn a

The 1924 Sanbom mep of Kaneb shows the Soanoa building with a amdler "sorage’ building in the reer.  The dorage building
mey be the origind framebuildingmoved to therear. It wes likdy demdished by the 1940s

Carall: 129-130.

Many of Utah'srurd post offices remained in homes or busnesses well into the early twentieth century. Mot exames from the
ealy twentieth century are onegtaryframegorefronts with a shdlow lobby and aneroom in therear.

PadsA. Soaa wes the podmede in 1912 when Kaneb mede higtory by decting a feamde mayar and dl famde city coundil.
Waomen gopeer to have aSfrong economic presancein Kaneb a the tum of the cantury. In the 1900 caas few women weare smply
liged & "kegping house" the mogt common designation for aduit women in aaaus recards during this period. Mogt list some type of
occupdion. May are dressmekas seamdresses and miilliners. Nurses and midwifes are represented, and afew are liged as atigs
ad muddans
" Carradl: 36.

Supavisor Hougon Clark openad the first USES office in the former McAlligter's drug ore. The seoond suparvisor, Bmes L.
Pdton, moved the office to the old Blephant generd dorein 1911
N Carroll: 161.
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the sscond floor window of acirca 1919 photograph of the building. In the same photograph, Edna Johnson, who worked
as apodd derk for Perds Spencer, is standing in the doorway of the pogt office™

In her later years, Perds A. Spencer sold her home and moved her family into her parents home to care of them. Her
father died in 1907. On the 1910 cenaus, Perds Spencer wes listed as the heed of household living with Josgph and
Homer, both working as farm laborers, Besse, who was a school teacher as the timer; and Pards Spencer's mother,
Harriet M. Brown. Perds A. Soencer wes actively serving as the posmegter when she died of pneumonia on June 12,
1919. Her son, Josgph Gurnsey Spencer, acted as pogmadter until Julius S Dalley was appointed in 1920.

Pergs A. Spenocer wias the podmedter in Kanab during its transformation from an agricultural outpost to a thriving
ranching community and tourist town. On June 29, 1909, two automobiles sopped in Kanab as part of a promotional
tour from Sdt Lake City to the Grand Canyon, aremarkable feat consdering the condition of existing roads and the fact
gesoline was not readily available south of Provo, 250 miles north. The trip was under the direction of Kaneb resdent,
E.D. Woolley, who et the next decade campaigning tirelesdy to build automobile roads to Kanab and the scenic
wonders in the vicinity.

In the 1910s and 19205 a growing number of Kanab resdents began promoting the community's amenities and its
proximity to the recently established National Parks Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and Zion's. In the sscond decede of
the twentieth century, the population of Kanab saw its largest increese from 733 to 1,102, much of the increese directly
tied to the increase in tourist related industries. Roeds were improved dramatically and the road that would eventualy
become part of Highway 89 (the main north-south thoroughfarein the state of Utah a the time) was paved by 1921. Most
of Kaneb's Center Strest was on Highway 89 and the dtreet becamethe city's commercia district. I1n 1922, anew erafor
Kanab began when a Hollywood film crew gayed in town during the filming of Deadwood Coach, a westem starring
Tom Mix and his Wonder Horsee. The Spencer building wes located just south of the town's opera house, which later
became the movietheater.N' The heirs of PerdsA. Soencar owned the building together until 1928 when it was desded to
her daughter, Nabbie Spencer Mace.

Julius S Ddley was gppointed pogmager on February 20, 1920. Julius Sylvester Dalley (1877-1953) was bom in
Summit, Iron County, Utah. He was trained as ateacher and atended the University of Utah. He taught school around
southem Utah. He married Rachel Woolley (1880-1960) in 1912 and eventualy settled in Kanab in 1914. He sarved as
the pogmadgter from February 20, 1920, to duly 12, 1934. Julius S Dalley oversaw an increese in mail service, mainly
due to improved roadway in and out of Kanab: "Good roads, parcd podt increese because of zoning and charging
according to distances shipped, together with sze and weight increases in parcd, and insurance for parcds, mede the
mails a way of safe ddivery, chegp and convenient."N" As a result he employed numerous clerks, including Edna
Johnson, Bemice Pdmer Pugh, Laura Pratt, Wilmirth Johnson Jones Emily Brown Brinkerhoff, F. A. Lundquist, Hoyt
Chamberlain, and adaughter, Lesh Dalley.

The USES office moved to a new location in June 1930/ According to newspgper accounts, a month later theinterior
darcase was moved to the exterior and rear of the building. The vacated second floor was remodded into two separate
rooms by Frank Rider and Casgy Jones ElvaMace, a granddaughter of Pards Soencer, subsequently rented one of the
rooms for abeauty parlor™ InApril 1934, the owner of the building raised the rent for the pogt office oece Julius S
Dadley tried to find another suitable goace for the pogt office, but ultimately decided the Spencer building was still the

2
Edha hren Danids Through the Years the Autobiography and Parsond Fictorid Reoord of BEdnan Johnson Danids

(Unpublished MS, April 2, 1958, Kaneb, Kane County, Utah).

The building wes deamdlished after it wes shoan on the 1924 Sanbom map, but probebly daser tol 948 when a newv commeardd
building wes built in its place

Ddley, 287.

Kane County Slandard: June 20, 1930. The artide migekenly says the office moved on Tuestay, July 17, indeed of Jne 17.

Kane County Standard: duly 18, 1930.
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beg facility. He paid the difference from his sdary and was eventualy reimbursed when the postd service decided to
accept the rate increese™  Julius S Dalley ended his tenure as Kangb postmegter on July 12, 1934. He retumed to
teaching.

AsaClair Ford (1894-1965) succesded Julius Dalley as posmeder.  Within afew months of his appointment, Clair Ford
hed the pogt office building remodded and repaired. 1n September 1934, the local newspgper reported that "The front
pat which hes dways been too smal to accommodeate the crowds which gather when the mail come in, is being
enlarged."™  In January 1937, Nabbie S Mace sold the building to Clair Ford's wife, Alvira B. Ford. The desd was not
recorded until 1940, after a 1939 land exchange and right-of-way transaction with Viola S Glazier, who owned the
property to the south. The one-gory annex may have been built during the 1934 transaction, or may have been built after
the 1940 transaction; but in either case gopearsto have functioned as an annex to the pogt office in the historic period.
On June 29, 1946, Clair Ford retired as posmeagter due to failing eyesight. He and Alvira Ford continued to hold the title
to the pogt office property after hisretirement. Clair Ford was replaced by Claud Glazier (1913-2003).

Under the leadership of Claud Glazier, the pogt office was moved from the Soencer building to the recently congtructed
two-story Bybee-Watson building adjoining to the north (built 1948). The locad newspaper reported "The new location
gives Kanab another fine bood for its progressive growth and with some new office equipment and fumiture, dong with
the much nesded Sde entrance, the office can be consdered as fine as any in Southern Utah."" The Spencer building
continued to have avariety of commercia uses mostly office goace for attomeys, insurance agents, etc. The annex was
used for atime as amusic studio. The updtairs was partially remodded for resdentia use sometime after the 1970s
Clair and Alvira Ford sold the building to William O. and Catherine R. Knudsen in 1955, The Knudsens sold the
property to Robin L. and Paity |. Wilcox in 1987. The current owner Eve Levrae Lissner purchesed the building from
Robin and Patty Wilcox in2004. The ssocond floor is currently vacant. The main floor of the annex is occupied by the
loca Christian Scence congregation. The former post office goece inthe main building is currently the office of Aaron
Cluff, a chiropractor.

The Kanab Pogt Office is significant as the communications center for the remote town of Kangb during the historic
period between circa 1900 and 1950. Between 1914 and 1930, the second floor of the building served s the United
Sates Forest Sarvice office. The building islocally significant in the arees of PoliticsGovemment and Communications.
Prior to the congtruction of the building, post office duties were carried out in various resdences or busnesses in the
town. The building was condructed for PerssA. Soencer, who sarved as the town's postmeder between 1899 and 1919.

Mrs. Spencer's building a 22 N. Main Stregt is acknowledged as the first building in town dedicated for use as a post
office. The building is€eligible for the National Register under the Historic and Architectural Resources of Kanab, Utah
Multiple Property Listing. The period of significance for the historic post office building soansthree historic contexts:

Community Building, Farming, and Ranching Period, 1884-1909, Twentieth-Century Community Development and the
Beginning of a Tourist Industry, 1910-1921 and the "Little Hollywood," the Expanson of Tourism and Other Industries,

1922-1950 contextua periods. The Kanab Pog Office played an important role in connecting Kanab to the outlying
communitiesin Utah and Arizona as the town devedoped during the three historic periods.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
9. Major Bibliographical References

Ddley: 288-289. The rate increese to $20 par month was a return to a previous rate after the rate hed bean decressed
Kane County Standard, Sgtambe 7, 1934.
Claud's name gopears as Caude in some records
7 Kane County Sandard, Octaber 27, 1950, The post office wes eventudly moved to a new building, ane block south on Main Strest
in Novamber 1961.
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recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #
IHistoric Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 0.04 acres
(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage.)
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
1 » 364160 4101140
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

BEG AT A PTWHICH IS97.0FT NOF T THE SW COROF LOT2 BLOCK 22 PLAT "A"OF THE OFFICIAL SURVEY OF
KANAB TOWN SITE & RUNTH ES55.0FT; THN 10.0FT; THW 50FT; THNZ20.0FT; THW 50.0FT; THS30.0FTTO

THE PLACE OFBEG.
(Property tax serial number: K-22-5)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The current legal description of the property describes the parcel that is nearly filled by the historic building.

11. Form Prepared By

Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource

nameftitle

organization prepared for Kanab Heritage Council CLG date

street & number 4874 Taylors Park Drive telephone

city or town Taylorsville state Utah
e-mail

October 4, 2010
801-913-5645

zip code 84123
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6. South and east devations of building and annex. Camera facing northwes.

Photo No. 7:

6. South and west devations of building and annex with view of adjoining building and parking lot. Camerafacing
northwest.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Eve Levrae Lissner

name
street & number PO Box 2303 telephone 831-566-5706
city or town Santa Cruz state CA  zipcode 95063

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours perresponse including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Perfonnance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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National Regigter of Historic Places

FROM: Cory jensen. National Register Coordinator
Utah State Historic Preservation Office

SUBJECT: National Register Nomination
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for the nomination of the Kanab Post Office
to the National Register of Historic Places:
1 Origina National Register of Historic Places nomination form
Multiple Property Documentation form
7 Photographic Prints
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J Gold Archival CD-R w/Image Files& Nomination PDF
J Origina USGSMap(s)
2 Sketch Map(s)/Figure(s)
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Other
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