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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Savannah, Georgia, 
is a U-shaped marble building -which fronts Wright Square on the east. 
Covering a downtown city block, its boundaries are defined by State 
Street on the north, Whitaker Street on the west, and York Street on the 
south. The three-story structure is built in what would be termed most 
correctly the Second Renaissance Revival style.

When first built, the Federal Building, then the Post Office, was less 
than half the sise of its present-day appearance. President Street ran 
into Wright Square at the time of its construction in the l890 f s. The 
main facade of the Post Office, with its five arched entrance doors with 
leaded and stained glass and its centrally placed square tower, opened 
onto President Street. Mien the building was enlarged in the early 1930's, 
President Street was closed and the structure extended north to State 
Street.

The 1930*s addition successfully reproduced not only the style but also 
the details of the ealier section. Wall surfaces are white marble. On 
the rusticated first floor, stone has a slightly rough texture to contrast 
with the smoother walls of the upper stories. Elevations are symmetrical 
and have very slight projecting and receding planes.

A variety of openings have been used. All those on the first floor have 
rounded arches, including the two main entrances now located on the east 
facade. Second floor openings are flat across the east front and on the 
end bays of both sides. Other openings on the second story, as well as 
those on the third floor, are arched. Openings are often grouped in two's 
and three's. Openings in the central mass of both sides and in the en­ 
trance bays on the east front are recessed and pillared with balconies, 
creating a loggia or gallery effect. Second floor windows are connected 
by a stringcourse. There is elaborate carving over many openings, in­ 
cluding one fa£e of "Uncle Sara" with the initials "US", "CI", and »PO".

The cornice is both heavily carded and inset with medallions of .< 
colors of marble. Shading* the cornice is a projecting, bracketed eave. 
The roof has only a slight pitch.

At the rear of the building on whitaker Street is the covered loading 
and service area.

When completed in 1899, the Post Office had thirty-two rooms occupied 
by various federal agencies. It was heated by steam and open fireplaces 
with gas logs. Due to extensive renovations, few evidences of the early 
appearance of the interior are visible, although some of the original 
oak paneling and mantels remain intact. The courtroom has been altered 
considerably.

The building dimensions are 154 '0" x 154 '0".
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Savannah is 
prominently located on Wright Square in the downtown section. Al­ 
though "historic" Savannah is identified generally with an earlier 
period, the Federal Building makes an important visual contribution 
to the city architecturally, A notable representation of its period 
and built in the Second Renaissance Revival style, it is one of the 
more distinguished and imposing structures of the late nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries in Savannah.

The site of the Federal Building is historically important. James 
Edward Oglethorpe, the founder of Georgia, erected a courthouse on 
the site, where, among other events, John Wesley preached during 
1736 and 1737.

According to a government printed history, work on a post office 
at the corner of York and Abercon Streets had begun in 1889, but 
was suspended because Savannah citizens wanted "a more suitable 
structure." Congress was persuaded to appropriate more funds and 
on June 1£, 189U* a local newspaper reported that excavations had 
begun the day before at the President Street site. It noted that 
local men were being employed for the project. On July 31 f 1&99> 
the paper announced that the following day all departments of the 
post office were to be in the "new government building," which is 
"an ornaSment and a pride to the city." It also housed the United 
States Courts, the United States Engineers, and the Weather Bureau. 
The building was probably designed in 1893-1 &9h when W. J. Edbrooke 
was Supervising Architect.

The building was enlarged between 1930 and 1932, when President 
Street was closed and the structure extended to include a full 
city block. Today, it serves as a postal station as well as offices 
for numerous federal agencies. /""C\



A History of Public -Buildings under the Control of the Treasury Department
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Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc. File on the Federal Building and Unite 
States Courthouse. 

Records of The National Archives, Atlanta Regional Office of The National 
Archives, Federal Records Center. Record Group RG121, Accession Number 
68A1 380. 
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