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United States Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCRS use only
National Register of Historic Places received SEP "
Inventory—Nomination Form + entereC
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections .-
1. Name
historic Fields Qorner Minicipal Building
and/or common same
2. Location
street & number 1 Arcadia Street, corner 1% Adans Street not for publication
city, town Boston (Dorchester) vicinity of congressional district Ninth
state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public " occupied agriculture museum
X-building(s) private v X_ unoccupied commercial park
structure both work In progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object In process X yes: restricted X_government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation >
no military _X_other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

name City of Boston Public Facilities Dept. Attn: Michael Kill ion
street & number 137 Milk Street

city, town Boston vicinity of state Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description
Suffolk Qounty Registry of Deeds

Fenibert on Square

Gity, town Bost on State Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number

title 1) Inventory of Historic Assets of has this property been determined eleglble? yes X _no
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
date 1977 federal K. state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston 02109 (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) State



7. Description Field Comer Municipal Building

Condition Clieck one Checl( one
excellent deteriorated Aunaltered X original site
good .ruins altered moved date

X fair .unexposed

Describe tlie present and original (if known) physical appearance

7. Description

The F|eIds Qx ney l\xunlclglS BJlldIn islocatedinthe Fields Grner
section of Dorchester tons ar gest nel ghborhood, at the corner of
Abls cadia Sreets. IS sHuatedmasrraJi, sparsel y | andscaped
lot near tge m%ersectlon of the nai n thoroughfares of Dorchester Avenue
ree . .. ST

The Minicipal Buildingis aZ's-stary brick structure, erected in_1874

and nast probably designed by dty Architect Qoree A Qough. The LR
building Is H-shaped in plan, with gabled wings and High Victorian

Gthic styling. Linestore trimis used extensively inwndow|intels -
ad stringcourses. Lhifying the various nasses of the structure are

fenestration detailing, anarcaded brick stringcourse at the cornice,

parapeted dor ners, amlaslate t||ed roof. Paired wndoss enphasi ze the

synmiryof the bui | di ng first andattlc floors have pointed arch K
ndovs, while the second storyéahas str|ct y rectangul ar openings; bad
Ilnestone architraves ornanent

The Als Sreet facade of the Mjn|C|pal BU||d| ngist ree bays Iong, ,
wth athree-story central pavilion feaIurlng a par apet ed (tg e ad 2
pointed arch entrance. The corresponding. western wing of the bU|Id|n U
di stinguised by acupda wth its original veather A decoratlve

st iron"fence runs aong the peringter of the |ot andtpthe hi gh
ight of stairs to the facade entrance.

S
cas
fli
J

i Thr e { AN cn (TPJ .



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Clieck and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_5C_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1874-1875 Builder/Architect George A. Clough (?)

Statement of Significance (in one paragrapli)

8 Sonificance : 5

Tre Fields Gxrner Minicipal Building retains mtegy”of | ocation, design, naterials and var k-

nanship. It issigificant as afine exanl M ctorian Gthic styleaml s a unoue
exanple of thisstylein the chester area Addltlonally, the Wilding |sane)x eof the

vark of Boston's first dty htect @xge A Qough, adissignificant for itsrolein

Ac r
comoni ty devel opnent.  The property thus néets Criteria Aand Cof the Nitiona Ragst
At the building

i

ey ingi

draftlncT; fromhls athe
ir

permts ad records no longer exist for the Mnicipal Building, it i
Oa&ch (1843-ca. 1916) - an desi gni ng schools for the"dty in
rst Jty Architect in 1873 - ne building™s architect. Cough |earned
r, Wo ves a Mire shi bwlder amlstudl under @orge Snell of the

Gegerson. H gpered his om firmin 1869,

&

01@'3 nast pronnent bwlglrrégs are the Qffolk Gunty Gurthouse in Renberton Suare
( 89) Boston Lat lish Hogh Shod (1877). Hewerked jn a nunber of
eclectic’styles adis cr d wth introducing "the CErrmsstem vhch pr \ desfor con
structing. t bU|Id|ng around goen courts, thus affording anpl ellget ventilation to all
o o built around an open court ™ as were the Qurthouse ad th
cipal Bilding does provide generous |ight and ventilation through its Hpan

, t n. ryandbal ance—of plan, scale, ad nassing —also charac-
terize nost of Gough' s var I's credited wth designing ovef 25 school's for
the Jty of Boston, “several IocaJ chu rches and nunerous other nunicipal buil dings and public
ad charitable institutionsin the Boston area.

Besi des bangea nificant for its archltectural nerit and association wth the first dty.
Architect, t nicipal Buildin |S|nﬂ)ortant or itsstrong cmmntpll dentity ad for' its
contribution to the civic and cultural history. of D)rchester Tre bui I'di ng Wss or|g| nalll—gmock
constructed as areplacenent for the old District 11 Police Sation that Wss ocat

Sreet. Theeastern wngof the Mnicipal Building, facing Adans Sreet,

police station, wth jail” cells (still renaining) Inthe basenent. The rear (V\estern) Whng Ves
desi gned as the Dorchester branch of the Boston Rublic Library, the first such branch'system
int U1|ted Sates. Thebuilding also served for atine as"adistrict court.

Tre Minicipal Biilding isalso significant for itsvisual inpact onthe neighborhood, ad its
preservation |sseengry he Aty of Boston as a key to the revitalization of Felds Gorner.

—




9. Major Bibliographical References
See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 7,500 square feet
Quadrangle name. Bost on Sout h ALa”glQuadrangle scale 1: 25,000
UMT References I I I

‘~LLSJI 1313i0lli4i0l 14i618i5]1i5i0] JL I
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting - Northing

cUJ 1T lel o L1 1111 .11 DLJ 11 1e.1 |
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Verbal boundary description and justification

P ease refer to the attached nap.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Gandace Jenkins, National Register Goordinator/by Boston Landnarks Gonmission and

nee'title / by Nei ghborhood Devel opnent Agency

. Massachusetts Historical Commission July 1981
organlzatlon date

294 \Mshi ngton Street 617 727-8470

street & number telephone
city or town Boston state  Massachusetts ertom
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the statejs: ' T

national state ~  local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. >jriid SIli

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
jijjrMEwMjweDigettor. Mass Historical Comnmision date %,
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

udifu-<iJd )"M»e-i-« i7atloaal’ Beglateg

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835



HR 8- 300A

Cl1/78)
UN TED STATES CEPSRIMNT O THE | NTER (R R MRS LE OLY

HER TAGE CONERVATI N AND REREATT AN SR B

R=H VD FPr «V

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES oy yEm

INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER PAGE

6.

(cont i nued)

2.

Representation i nExisting Surveys -
1 * *I
o
Dor chest er/ Mat t apan Preservation Survey
Boston Landnarks Gonmassion, Boston Gty Hall, Boston, M

1977
Y ' Do e e NpAyyAykSEANTX, Y.y, Y. f\-

Bi bl i ographi cal Ref erences
Herndon, R chard. Boston of Today, Boston, Boston Post Publishing ., 1892, p. 186.

King, Mses. Kng s Handbook of Boston. Boston, 1878, p. 118 119.

National Gyclopedia of Anerican Biography, Janes T. Wite &@., 1892, Vol. 7, p. 48C
"Proceedings at the Dedication of the Dorchester Branch Library," January 18, 1875,
Aty unent #24, Gty of Boston.

Whitehill, Wlter, M Boston Public Library: AGCentennial Hstory, Ganforidge, M
1956, p. 134-138.

Wthey, Hry E &Hsie R Biographi cal Dictionary of Averican Architects
(Deceased), Los Angel es, 1956, p. 127.

Wb Vs Wb inAnerica, THEAN Mrquis @., Chicago, 1943, Vol. 1, Gypy 3, p. 232
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dnr-3
Name r™JllILu  (MJ

State, County mi”, Fed Nom of Reguest—Agency

Working Number /7.7 A Federal Register Date

«*Nomination j"S!_dg(s) Withinl: -
Determination of Eligiblity _Site Multiple Resource Area

L Object Thematic Group
Qn Nomination Form Structure

M apsJj] + District

Photo? #

Nomination prepared by: Action: Check if Appropriate:

-'State Staff _ApCEPT State Request for Review
L ocal fANTURNTyw/ Kegper's Decison to Review
Other REJECT 2nd Return

|. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination
Good
Adequate
Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format  Yes No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format Yes No
3. ConceptdIntegrity
4. Concepts/Criteria
5. ConceptgBoimdaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date See Attached

National Park Service U.S. Department of the Interior



) _ dnr-la
United States Department of the Interior

fational Park Service,
Name of Property

State, County IVA-
Federal Agency

The above nomination is bang returned to you because of praoblems in the areas checked bdow and/or m the
back of thisform. Please return this form when the nomination is resubmitted.

Technical Review .om e o.y.-.mx\
Name
L ocation
Classfication
Present Use
Category Ownership Satus

Owng of Property
L ocation of Legal Description
" Represntation in Existing Surveys

Decription o
Condition Original SteMoved (w/date) '
Significance 3
Period Areas o Significance Specific Dates

Maar Bibliographical References

Geographical Data
Acreage Quad Name Quad Scale UTM
Verbal Boundary Description and/or Site Plan or Tax Map

Form Prepared By

NCertification

I/hevel of Significance SHPO Signature Federal Sgnature
Phatographs
Missing Not Adequate in Quality
Maps
UGS Map Site Plan/Sketch Map _ Higtoric District Mg
Comments

Subgantive Review Problems (s reverse)

Sgned L



Subsantive Review dnr-lb

Description
I ncomplete/l naccur ate:

Alterations:

Dates:

Boundary Selection/Justification:
Other:

Significance
Too Week or General:

Poorly Related to Resour ce:
Confusing/lncomplete:
Context:
Integrity:
Period of Significance Unclear:
' Exception(s) to Criteria not Justified:
Other: .
Bibliography: Xt

Geographical Data
Acreage:

VBD:
Certification:

Photographs
Inadeqtjate Coverage:

Poorly Labeled/N ot Keyed to Map
Other:

Maps
USGS Sketch
Missng
L ocation of Resource(s)
Boundary Lines
Discrepancies
Other T

Comments AR COR yVV':-'

Reviewer Chief, Branch of Registration Date
tel: (202) 343-6401



_i/nMdg(s) Within:

_ Detrrniriaticn of Elijiblity Site Multiple Resource Area
" OnNomination Form Object - Thematic Group
Structure
MapsljJ /[ J district
Entered in tKgV,
Noraination prepared by: Aci0?T: national Eegister Ci;eck if Appropriate:
_"Stete Staff JXACCEPT//Iy™*W/ State Request for Review
RETURN / ' Keeper's Decision to Review
REJECT 2nd Return

[. hvciluation of Resource (cont. cn back if necessary)

n. Evauation of Ncmination

Adequate
Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format Yes No

2. Sgrrificance Statement
Short Format Yes No

3. Conceplg/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. ConceptsBoundaries
6. Coiicex'tua Ev"duseon

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary}

Ftevicrver/Dtte S Attached

Nationai Park Service U.S. jjecartment of theInterior




































MASS. HIST. COMM.

Septeiriloer 8, 1981

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street
Boston, tossachusetts 02108

Attention Patricia L. Vslov/ski

Re: Fields Conmer Minicipal Buil ding nNoe X

To Whoml t May Concem yiX. -
For the record, the Public Facilities Departnent sufportsthe

City's nomnation of the Fields Comer Minicipal Buildingto the

National Register of Historic Places.

Vert |E}tsiyiyours,
Donald B. Manson

Director

MKr | v

Kevin H. White, Mayor/PUBLIC FACILITIES DEPARTMENT/147 Mik Street/Boston, MA 02109



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T n f 1 Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street
HISTOR 10AI Boston, Massachusetts
NiOH~ANniVAMI- 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Cctober 22, 1981

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of tke Interior S
Vashington, DC 20243 J n
Dear M. Shul |l : 'X.

Encl osed youwil| find thefollow ng noraination forns:

Fall River: Fall River Vter Wrks (local) AN g
Northfield: King Philip's Hill (local) resubm ssion

/ Boston: Field s Comer Municipal Building (local) resiib-
""A M ossion

Al'l have been voted eligibleby theState Review Board and
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Candace
Registr

CJpb Enclosure

N/ 5 1Bl

NATIONAL
\X>n REGSTER



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
state  HASSACHUISETTS

Date Entered lem
Nare L ocation
9lit<U aocamx mnUxIpAl Building Bost on
Sut i ol k Qaantf
Al'so Notified
Honorable Edvrard tU Kennedy
EoaOKADble faal «£+ 'S8§m8M St«t« Hl«toric Pr«««rvcKiM officer
Mrs« Vatricim L* Voalowski
Mid-Atlantic Region, NFS Sx«cuciva Dife~cter "
MastachUMttfl HIfltorical Qom&ititm
294 VathltK~too Stroae
Bogon® ljaasachuaatts 02109
| NR_ Eady/ts/11.17.81

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202> 343-6401.-

2172- 3504



