
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

B 31 

Reading 

38 Salem Stf«et-

; Name 

iginal dwelling 
v.. 

K T r \ ' A 
^-esent dwe 11 ing 

- ."-'yV̂ ip: EI Private individual 
^ ""̂  Private organization 

^^iJU- 7 Public 

iocanon j.u xei.a>..LW4t -c-j"^ 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

.,2̂ -»Tv<wĉ >* y^jj-iginal owner Washington P. Damon 

,»TI0N: 

Date 1839 Deeds and mortgages; maps 

Source o f 1030 and ISg'f 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings figHd> 

Major alterations (with dates) Extended to 
to n o r t h , f e n e s t r a t i o n on east, 
C o l o n i a l Revival ha^^l•Q^raHp anH 
Pal lad ian window, a l l probably 1906 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 13,125 Sq. f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservat ion Setting Faces south on ancient road 
Associates 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l on top o f s lope. 

Date • 'V3Z7Ato0/i^7/o/^ 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within coiranvinity) 

Ih is house, although now i n poor condi t ion, was once remodeled in to a 
high-style residence featur ing a wealth of c lass ica l d e t a i l . I t was 
b u i l t , gable end to the s t reet , i n a r e l a t i v e l y simple Greek Revival 
s ty l e . The side-gable wings appear to be of that period, based on 
the i r granite foundations and the fac t that they bear o r i g i n a l decor­
at ions, such as Greek keys serving the capitals of t he i r doorway 
p i las te rs . Ihe corner pi las ters date from the ear ly period, as wel l 
as the wide cornice, which continues across the f r o n t gable to form 
a pediment; that i s faced wi th flushboards. (con ' t ) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
( and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Wailhington P. Damon was a member of the large clan of Parkers descended 
from Amos Parker, and part of the Damon family that owned large tracts of 
land. He was a cabinet maker, but apparently did not prosper, as his 
property was continuously subject to mortgages. In 1855 he was running 
a boarding house wi th family members and cabinet workers l i v i n g there. 
Af t e r the death of Damon, Galen Parker (a cousin)--the mortgage holder — 
was assessed f o r the property i n 1900. 

Joseph Temple was responsible fo r the extensive remodeling i n the 
Colonial Revival s tyle i n 1906. He was an or ig inator and partner i n 
the necktie manufacturing f i r m of Damon, Temple Co. la te r the J.S. 
Temple Co., which operated to the mid 1950's. Joseph was tlie son of 
Calvin Temple, who l ived across the street at 43 Salem Street where 
Joseph had been born. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 map W. P. Damon (Washington P.) 
1875 map W. P. Damon 
1889 map W. P. Damon 
1894 Directory 

Reading Chronicle, Sent. 1. 1906 
Deeds, property of Reading Antiquarian Society. 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTWISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

Reading 

Form No: 

Property Name: „ ^ , 
^ ^ 38 Salem St. 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAnCE 

E x t e n s i v e remodelin.p; i n the C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e i n 1906 seems 
t o have been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a d d i t i o n o f the o n e - s t o r y veranda 
t h a t v/raps around the f r o n t p a r t o f the house. T h i s has a wide 
c o r n i c e t o match t h a t o f the e a r l i e r house, and b e a u t i f u l l y d e t a i l e d 
f l u t e d , I o n i c co lumns . A pedimented p o r t i c o j u t s o u t f r o m the west 
s ide o f the ve randa . V / i t h i n the ve randd a t the sou theas t co rne r 
o f the main b l o c k i s a b a y - l i k e en t rance e n c l o s u r e . The enc losu re 
p r o b a b l y dates t o the r emode l i ng , a l t h o u g h i t does bear the same door -
vray snd v/indow a r c h i t r a v e s v / i t h c o r n e r b l o c k s seen on the f r o n t o f 
the o r i g i n a l house. A n o t h e r C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l e lement f r o m 1906 i s 
the P a l l a d i a n des ign window i n the tympanum o f the f r o n t gable end. 

h.is ^ r o n e r x y i s 
-ir'-'in--: t r r c ' e ; (2 ) 

s i . - n i f i c r . n t ( l ) f o r i t s r o l e i n n e r d i n - ; ' s cn .b ine t -
f o r i t s c o n n e c t i o n - / i t h the l o c , - l l " ' i r .~or t s .n t Par'-er 

r n d Dsron f ? . r : i l i e s , .-and v/it 'ri n e o l ' t i e ^r.a.nuircturer Jose-:h ' ^o r - i l e ; snd 
(2) ""or i t s e b u l l i e n t C o n o n i ^ l - ' ^ e v i v r . l re node l i n ~ . I t ret.-^'ins i n t e g r i t : 
o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i - n , s e t t i n c ; , n a t e r i a l s , and - /o rknansh in , and r.eets 
C r i t e r i a A, D, and C o f the . " "a t ionr l r e ~ i s t e r . 

S t a p l e to Inventory form at bottog 



NPS Farm 10-900-a 
( M 2 ) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ¥"7-/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading M u l t i p l p . Rp.cimirfp Ai-pa 
State Middlesex County, MA.SSACHTTSKTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Damon, Joseph, House 
Entered I n the 
National fiegiater 

Date/Signature 

eeper ^X^^-'^^-^/^*^^^^-^ 7A/9AM 

Attest 

32. Damon, Washington, House Entered i n the 
Natioiuil Register 

33. Dewey Place 

34. Durgin House 

35. Eaton-Prescott House 

36, E l l i o t t , Luther, House 

37. Ha l l , Stephen, House 

i l . i l L t i r c Cl i l i L i i Q 

i f a t ioml Eeglster 

Entered i n the 
^at-U^ia.\Eo^st ar 

i^nii-ied in tiie 
ifatlonal fiegistar 

National Register 

in the 
ifatl.oiiiia Eeglster 

38. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered i n th3 

39. Hartwell House 

40. Highland School 

t i iuc ieu i.n the 
Hatlonal fieglster 

Entered in the 
^atio^wa fieglster 

' f ^ e p e r /O^^^cX-^^.W'^*;^^^^ 

Attest 

^/Tfeeper (ALA^^-^.^,^A^y^ ^ 

Attest 

Attest 

/rteeper /AA^^-tc^S^^^^.cyc^ y/l'f/fs 

Attest 

"^Keeper ^ X^^^^^-^^A^^ > vA/fA^ 

Attest 

fKeeper /X^^^-'^^U.*-/^^^*^^ ^^^^A. 

Attest 

^epev ^p(A-^-'^''-^A'^'^c^ 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

S L - T ^ O 

Damon, Washington, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government ^ 
C I owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. _  
Fed. Reg. Date  
Date Due: 7-5~ -^^Y 

JUN 4 1984 
<^AAAk 

AZ-L 
t i o n : 
I S 

Acti( 
j ^ r e d In the 
national Hegister 

.ACCEPT. 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

n appeal r n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

[ m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CZl completeness 
CU clarity 
[Zl applicable criteria 
CZl justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
CZ context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CZ Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


