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The former I.O.O.F. Hall in Blackfoot is a two-story structure, facing on the

northeast side of West Bridge Street. It stands in mid-block between West 
Main and Broadway, its side to the alley. There is a striking contrast between 
the rough lava-rock structural fabric, which is left exposed on the rear 
wall, and the extremely refined treatment of the brick facade, which survives 
above the remodeled shopfronts on the ground floor in adequate condition to 
be mentally reconstructed. The facade would not originally have been white, 
for when the First National Bank was given exterior walls of light terra­ 
cotta in 1914, its bright appearance was reported as a first for Blackfoot. 
Also, the windows of the hall have been closed over in recent years. However, 
the disposition and character of the original design are still discernable. 
Its features are a large round central window, trimmed with cut stone, in 
which the Oddfellows' emblem originally appeared; two tall rectangular flank­ 
ing windows with stone lintels; a flat pilaster on either margin; and across 
the top a galvanized iron cornice in which a series of geometric and floral 
patterned friezes has been created by repousse.

The Idaho Republican, Blackfoot, Idaho, 24 July 1914, p. 5, p. 3.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former Oddfellows' hall in Blackfoot is one of the most independently 
interesting and attractive pieces of early architecture in that city. It 
was built late in 1905 with the upstairs fitted as a hall, approached from 
steep stairs on the alley, and the lower level rented as commercial space. 
(Kinney and Sons' mercantile business was an early and long-term occupant.) 
Although the ground floor has been completely re-surfaced and the upper 
floor is no longer used as a hall, both the typical and the unusual fea­ 
tures of the building are still fully visible. The contrast between the 
structure, which was not intended to be apparent, and decoration, which 
presented a public face to the street, is typical of early commercial 
architecture in Blackfoot as elsewhere in the West. The boldness and scale 
of the surface design is unusual among Blackfoot's older buildings, where 
more conservative dispositions of smaller and more strictly geometric 
decorative elements predominate. The metal cornice, finally, is remarkable 
among older buildings in Idaho for its state of preservation and its hand­ 
some repousse patterns. The character of these designs, some of them 
distinctly floral, suggests mass-production of classical decorative de­ 
vices, such as acanthus and anthemion.
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