
1.SITEI.D. NO NAER INVENTORY U.S. Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

2. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION

Bridges, Trestles, and Aqueducts
3. PRIORITY 4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 

(SPECIFY THREAT)
D YES DNO QUNKNOWN

5. DATE 6. GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT

BEAM: concrete
1936 7. OWNER/ADMIN

City of Tumwater
8. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 9. OWNER'S ADDRESS

Capitol Boulevard Crossing

ICOUNTY NAME

Thurston
CITY/VICINITY

Tumwater
CONG.

IDIST.
11 li

STATE 

COUNTY

Engineering Department 
City Hall, Second and Bates 
Tumwater, Washington 98502

I j^JcouiCOUNTY NAME CITY/VICINITY
CONG. 
DIST.

11. SITE ADDRESS (STREETS NO)

Crossing: Deschutes River 
S.T.R.: 26 18N 2W

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS

QNR QNHL QHABS QHAER—i QHAER QNPS QCL6 

QCONF Q STATE n COUNTY Q LOCAL Q OTHER
13. SPECIAL FEATURES (DESCRIBE BELOW) 

n INTERIOR INTACT QEXTERIOR INTACT n ENVIRONS INTACT

4 I 5lO
NORTHING

NORTHING

SCALE Ql:24

nOTHER.

ED 1.62.5
QUAD 
NAME

Olympia, Washington
SCALE Q1:24

DOTHER.

1:62.5
QUAD 
NAME

15. CONDITION. 70 D EXCELLENT 71Q GOOD 72 D FAIR 73Q DETERIORATED 75QUNEXPOSED 76DALTERED U:Q DESTROYED 85QDEMOLISHED

16. INVENTORIED BY

Lisa Soderberg
AFFILIATION

I HAER/Washington State Bridge Inventory
.DATE

February 1979
17. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S), HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ENGINEERS, ETC.

An 18 span concrete girder carries the 48 foot roadway of Capitol Boulevard across the Deschutes River. The 
maximum span length of this 1100 foot structure is 100 feet. The concrete girder, which has evolved entirely in the 
20th century, is a predominant feature in the landscape of the American highway.

The Capitol Boulevard crossing was constructed in 1936-37 as a primary State Highway by the Bureau of Public Roads, 
Clark H. Eldridge was the bridge engineer. The bridge construction was funded as a Federal Aid Project. When Interstal 
5 was built through Olympia in the late 1950's, the ownership of the concrete girder bridge was transferred to the City 
of Tumwater.

The clean, simple lines of this commonplace structure provided an appropriate medium for the chevrons, zigzags, an< 
rectangular forms molded in low relief in a series of setbacks on the railings and columns of the bridge. The (CONTOVER)

18. ORIGINAL USE

vehicular
PRESENT USE

vehicular
ADAPTIVE USE

19. REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

State Department of Transportation files.
Carl Condit, American Building Art, 2 Vols., (New York, 1961) 2:207-213.
Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780, (Cambridge, Mass., 1969), pp. 235-240.
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20 URBAN AREA 50,000 
POP. OR MORE? QYES £]NO

21.

m in
22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY Q YES, LIMITED ^YES. UNLIMITED

DNO D UNKNOWN
24. LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

DYES HNO NAME DISTRICT I.D. NO

23. EDITOR 

INDEXER



Description (continued)
linear, angular ornament typified the Art Deco style of the 20's and 30's. The salient angular composition was accen­ 
tuated through geometric curves which are reflected in the robust, rounded forms of the railings at the entranceways 
of the bridge, and in the subtle arch of the concrete girder. The linear composttton was also emphasized through the 
use of vertical forms. The vertical thrust of the lamp posts is repeated in the vertical motifs on the railing below 
the post, as well as in the series of vertical, linear setbacks in the columns, emphasizing the vertical form of the 
column itself. The vertical focus is blatantly manifested in the four protruding totem poles. The polychromed totem 
poles and lamp posts are also characteristic of Art Deco ornamentation.

The Capitol Boulevard Crossing is one of the best examples within the tate of the influence of Art Deco or 
Modernistic Architecture on bridge design. The concrete viaduct which exemplifies the way in which decoration was used 
to transform an ordinary structure into an entranceway into the Capital City, demonstrates the concept that Art Deco 
or Modernistic Architecture was not achieved through stylistic structural design, but through the application of 
decoration.
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25. Photographs__________________________________________Capitol Boulevard Crossing
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