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The Old Scott County Jail is an imposing building located in the center 
of Huntsville. The front of the building, with its rounded arch doorway, 
faces the courthouse, and the back slopes off steeply leaving an almost 
unobstructed view of the ragged coal and timber bearing hills of the 
county.

The rough red sandstone exterior is composed of block 5' x 4' x 3' which 
came from nearby quarries and were cut in blocks at the town spring. 
The castellated roof line contributes to the fortress-like appearance of 
the jail. The building is circumvented by four belted courses of stone, 
generally coinciding with the various window levels. Built in 1907, the 
blocks were hauled to the site by oxen and mules were used to hoist the 
blocks into place. In 1922 the second floor caught fire and gutted the 
entire floor. It was decided that a third floor should be added during 
reconstruction. This floor contained the maximum security cells and the m 
second floor was used to house minor criminals. The first floor contained 
living quarters for the sheriff and jail keeper.

Use of the jail was discontinued in 1963 and thus the interior has 
deteriorated in recent years. However the basic structure still seems 
in good shape and the building remains a fine example of fortress 
architecture.

TO

C

n



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

Q 15th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable andKnown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

n Prehistoric

n Historic 

| | Agriculture 

[Xl Architecture 

D Art 

[ | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

I | Education

I | Engineering

| | Industry

| | Invention

|| Landscape

	Architecture 

Q Literature

Q Military 

Music

KD Political

Q Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

[) Science

[ | Sculpture

[~~l Social/Human­ 

itarian

Q Theater

Q Transportation

|| Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)

u

LJJ 

LJ

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in an area where the sparsity of important buildings is evident, 
the old Scott County Jail is the oldest and most significant building 
remaining in Huntsville, which in recent years has undergone major 
facelifting and is dotted with several new buildings. The jail is the 
only visual reminder of the turn of the twentieth century when Scott 
County, which had been laid out in 1850, was beginning to realize its 
coal and timber resources. Its distinctive fortress architecture is 
unusual in the area. The jail is also significant in that it was 
apparently one of the first buildings in Scott County to be totally 
designed by an architect, J. G. Barnwell of Chattanooga.

Scott County, and Huntsville in particular, has a distinguished history in 
political areas, contributing a number of prominent figures to the 
political scene. Among the more distinguished political personalities who 
lived in Huntsville include Millard Caldwell, a Congressman and later 
governor of Florida; Howard H. Baker, who served in Congress for seven 
terms; his wife, Irene Baker, who succeeded him; John Duncan, who is now 
serving his second term in Congress; and Howard H. Baker, Jr., who is 
Tennessee's first Republican senator.

An important building in an important town of the sparsely-populated 
mountain country, the old Scott County Jail is worthy of preservation, 
and studies are being made by officials in the area to determine an 
adaptive use for the building.
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Unpublished paper on the Old Scott County Jail, by Huntsville Mayor 
Mil ford Chambers, 1973.

Sanderson, Esther S. , County Scott and Its Mountain Folk (Nashville, 1958)
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