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DESCRIBE THE F‘R\ESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
1824 frame, single story plus attic on exposed llmestone

footIngs; exterior dimensions 31 x 28" random width_clap-
board siding; simple helm roof with ridge E-W; double
entrance door centered on South front flanked with two

4 x 3 light double hung wilndows; two gsimilar windows on
main floor on three remaining sides, plus two windows 1in
each gable for attic; entrance porch with flat pedlment and
Doric columns. Interlor comprised one room on mailn floor
(Meeting room) with stair to single attlc room used for
Womern's 3usiness Meeting etc. Interior finish wood walnscot
(random horizontal boards) with plaster above. Door and
window shutters paneled one side, plain board on other.
Hardware Norfolk import type.

1885: building extended 14 feet to the East keeping
same Ilnes but using regular width clapboard and leaving
01d corner moldings etc.; small (8 x 11') library wing
added on North, and 9 x 10' entrance vestibule on West,
gs well as shed with two toilets on East side of main
extension. 013 window and door frames were reused in
new locations but new double window placed in South facade
of main addition. New exterior door (Library & Vestlbule)
glazed in modified ogee arch pattern. Library wing had
central round window with thin keystones 1n each quadrant;
entrance vestibule has rounded shingle end with strilp
casement windows over a single ledge. Corbelled chimneys
appear at the ridge at East and West ends.

Interior alterations 1nvolved removal of the attic and
extenzion of Meeting room into truss space with iron tie-
rods revplacing wooden members (see interilor photograph).
Tireplace of simple eclectlic style with Tudor feeling .
placed centrally at East with facing benchs bullt-in along
remainder of that side in usual Quaker manner. Orilginal
wainscot continued using regular tongue and groove boards.
Additional mahogany benchs appear to be reproductions of
the earlier type.

A basement was provided under the main additlon housing
a furnace.

¥* 3*

The building has sustalned wminor alterations over tlhe
years with some loss of exterlor detail (doors, columns,
keystones of the round window, some of the original .-

clapboarding). A large space heater intrudes ovenﬁfn‘ﬂﬁjli
fireplace, and lighting has been modernized. The "b&i‘?@i{@
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is a unique example of a Friends' Meeting
Hougse in the American _Queen Anne Revival gtyle. It is
almost certain that the 1885 alterations of the earlier
handsome but not unusual structure were after the designs
of Wilson Eyre, Jr., of Philadelphia, one of the most
Imoortant and creative practitioners of that architectural
manner, The building has many representative features of
the style, and 1g iIn total a most pleasant experience
outside and inside, well reflecting the sense of conmfort-
able siwmplicity which marked the Hickslte aspect of
Quakerism by the 1880s. Eyre's unique sensitivity as a
designer 1lg evident in the detalling, in the tasteful
application of simple decoration and variation of
materials, and iIn the sense of asymetrical balance which
place the Meeting, as all his buildings, well above the
commonplace. The manner of the alteration itself, with
its respect for preservation of original fabric while
stlll creating a new and contemporary whole, reflects
the value in endigenous "colonial' work which was a
part of American Queen Anne Revival taste.

In addlition, the Meeting traces its origins to the
founding of Camden in 1679 and 1is the oldest religious
structure extant 1n Camden city. The Meeting grounds
(comprising about half of the original plot) also
provide an appreclated sylvan refuge within the downtown
area,




Edward Teitelman, "Some Early Urban
Jr.", Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians-

Edward Teiltelman, "A Queen Anne Quaker Meeting House,"
Quaker Hlstory XXZXXV (1966), pp 104-110.

Work of Wilson Eyre,

for publlication late 1970 or early 1971.
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Camden County Historical Society
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [ Local [)

The recommended

RTCHARD J. SULLIV

Title' CCMMISSIONER, Department of
Environmental Protection

Date April 7’ 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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