INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

STATE:

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VermOnt
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Rutland
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER 4 “\E_)[I;TE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) o R A BT R

OMMON:

Gorham. Covered Brldge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

"Town-Toad across-Otter Creek;

2.1 milesa&outhwest

CITY OR TOWN:

Pittsford - Proctor townwhoundafy

/’!:'\ & 2.0

of- Plttsford"v11}age~and~0 5 mlle‘west of- Vermbnt Route .3 -

SATR O o

STATE

Vermont

CODE COUNTY:

50

Rutland

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CATEGOR . - N - ACCESSIBLE
(Check Onej OWNI?RSH‘P STAT‘-JS. TO THE PUBLIC
[} District D éuilding X Public Public Acquisition: == Occupied Yes:
[ Site E Structure |[L] Private © -~ ¢ [ tn Process [ Unbdccupied : [7) Restricted
[] Object [ Both (] Being Considered (] Preservation work Unrestricted
i * : - PR in progress O Ne
.///le S

O Agricultural O Government O Pcrk [® Transport lon \/mm ms_
] Commercial [ Industrial 0O Private Resndence [ Other (sge \'f!{) )
O Ed‘ucuﬁonul} . O Military O Rehglous yA

O Emenainm_en} (3 Museum ‘ ;‘ [ Scientific _\”

Nar

OWNER'S NAME

Towns of Pittsford and Proctor

STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street numbers)

CITY OR TOWN:

P1ttsford and Proctor

STATE:

Vermont

t3LVLS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Offices of Town Clerks

STREET AND NUMBER:

(no_street numbers)

STATE

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE

pueraIny

TALNNOD

TLE OF SURV

Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1977% [ Federal

S} State

{:] County [] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Vermont Division of Historic Sites

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pavilion Buildin

CITY OR TOWN:

Montpelier

STATE:

CODE

H3IEGWNN AY¥LNI

pigy 2 7 834

Vermont 50 _

3Ilva

ATINO IS SIN ¥O4




(Check One) . .
] Excellent v [Xj Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated ] Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION

(Chieck One) _ (Check One)

K1 Altered [ Unaltered ] Moved [X Origiral Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . .

The Gorham Covered Bridge consists of a single span supported
by two flanking timber Town lattice trusses. Two laminated
stringers have been tie-bolted to the underside of the floor
beams parallel to the trusses to reinforce the structure; each
stringer comprises a number of shorter timbers which have been
“tie-bolted together., Steel knee braces have been added to the
upper cross bracing for lateral support. The abutments are
constructed of stone slabs W1thout mortar' they have been over-
laid with concrete caps. -

‘The Gorham Bridge measures 114 feet along the bottom of the
trusses. The upper ends of the trusses extend outward so that
the gable ends overhang the roadway seven feet at each portal.
The bridge is 21 feet wide, with an 18-foot roadway. The wood
floor begins five feet inside each portal, and consists of
planks laid flat and diagonal to the trusses.

On the exterior, the large planks pegged together diagonally
to form the trusses (and side walls) of the bridge are
sheathed with flush boards hung vertically. Similar siding
protects the ends of the trusses immediately inside the
portals. There are no windows in the side walls, though the
siding stops short of the eaves to leave a strip opening along
the top of each side of the bridge. The gable ends are also
sheathed with flush vertical boards. The gable roof is now
covered with corrugated metal sheeting.

338

SNOITLONAY LS NI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 Pre-Columbian} [ 16th Century {0 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century [] 17th Century K7 19¢h Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S} (If Applicable and Known) 1841
AREAS OF SIGNI FICA&CE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal [0 Education ] Political (I Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric X Engineering {71 Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specify)
{1 Historic [ Industry losophy
O Agriculture [ Invention [} Science
X1 Architecture (O Landscape 3 Sculpture
[ Art Architecture [1 Social/Human-
[J Commerce [ Literature itarian
[J Communications 1 Military [ Theater
[ Conservation [ Music X Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

One of four covered wood bridges remaining in the town of
Pittsford, the Gorham Bridge was built in 1841 by Abraham
Owen and Nlcholas M. Powers. Powers, who became '"Vermont's
most famous covered bridge builder,'" served his apprentice-
ship under Owen.l The Gorham Bridge represents later
collaboration of the two master builders. Of the many
bridges which Powers built during a career of more than
forty years, only the Gorham and two other bridges survive
in Vermont.

The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.? Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural'environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered
until recently. However, extensive highway construction pro-
grams are now drastically changing the historic environment
of the state. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites wishes
to extend the recognition and protection of the National
Register to the majority of the surviving covered bridges,
including the Gorham Bridge.
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Allen, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast,

The
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1957.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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