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and stretches from Fort
Popham at the mouth of the Kennebec River to the Canadian border at Coburn 
Gore, Maine. The Arnold Trail we are concerned with here is the actual route 
of Benedict Arnold and his men. This trail starts at Popham Beach and runs 
north and northwest up the Kennebec River, past Bath, Gardiner, Hallowell, 
Augusta, Winslow, Waterville, Skowhegan, Solon, Norridgewock, Bingham, through 
Wyman Lake along the path of the 'Great CaRKHNG Place" through Flagstaff Lak 
along the Dead River, through Eustis, along the Chain of Ponds and into 
Province .
Because Arnold's army followed awater route through Maine, it is possible to 
trace its steps today. The Kennebec is still there. So are portions of the 
Dead River. The three ponds on the link between the Kennebec and Dead Rivei 
still exist. So do the Chain of Ponds extending from the uppe~ end of the 
Dead River to the present Maine - Quebec border.
Much of the countryside through which the army passed looks much as it 
in the fall of 177!?. Except for areas around Augusta, Winslow, Waterville, 
Skowhegan, and Madison there has been moderate urbanization or commercializ 
The banks of the Kennebec from its mouth to Bingham are a patchwork of farm 
and woodlands. Above fiingham the agriculatural section ends, the land gets 
more hilly and rocky, and the forest closes in. Virtually no virgin timber 
remains along the trail from Bingham to the Canadian border, but the entire 
region does give the appearance of a vast, hostile wilderness, as it did in
177$,
A few of the buildings that the army passed are still standing. At Court
House Point in Dresden stands the old Pownalborough Court House, a large,
square, three story frame structure, it was built in 1760.
Further upstream, near pittston, stands the home of Major Colburn, the man
who constructed the batteaux and gathered supplies for the army.
At Augusta is Fort Western. It is historically important, for it was the
real starting point of the expedition. Arnold made it his headquarters froir
September 23 - 29, 177$. Eighteen miles above Augusta / in Winslow, one block­
house of old Fat Halifax still stands. A number of Arnolds troops s^tefnt at
least one night there. Spc/m"
The rivers have been altered more than anything since 1775>. The tidal secti
of the Kennebec below Augusta are probably little different than when the
Army coasted up them to Colburns.
The long reaches of salt marsh and tidal estuaries are unspoiled. But,
above Augusta, the Kennebec has an entirely different aspect than it did in
177!?- Dams have been constructed at 1CW5 mile intervals up the river,
the stream a rather placid appearance, far different from the quick flowing,
shallow and treacherous Kennebec that the batteaux men knew.
Above the great carrying place the creation of Plaggstaff Lake has covered
many historic spots such as the point where Arnold's Army first struck the
Dead River. The Maine State Park and Recreation Commission has set up 33
interpretive panels at 9 different sites along the trail which have been
well received. These panels are located at Fort Popham, Hallowell, Skowhegs
Solon, Moscow, Stratton, Sarampus, Chain of Ponds and Coburn Gore.
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STATEMENT OF SlGNI FICANCE (Include, Personages. Dates, Events, Etc.), I
In the late summer of 177p^General George Washington ordered Colonel Benedic-p
Arnold,to lead an expedition of 1,050 men to attack Quebec City.
General Richard Montgomery was to lead another expedition at the same time
against Montreal. The stratgey was to either contain or split Sir Guy
Carleton's forces.
It was generally believed that Carleton had fewer than 800 regulars under hi£
command and with the British bottled up in Boston he could not hope to recei
reinforcements until spring. By that time Washington hoped that Montreal ancjl
Quebec would have risen against the English and that a British southern
invasion would be forestalled.
Washington selected some troops who were not needed at Boston for the missioiji
and selected the 3h year old Arnold to lead them. The route up the Kennebec
along the Dead River to Lac Megantic and down the Chaudiere was considered t
be the best and shortest way to attack Quebec at that time. A map was available
but its limitations proved to be a hardship to Arnold.
Arnold hastily arranged for 200 light batteaux to be built by Reuben Colburn
of Pittston, Maine.
On September 2f>, 1775, Arnold's group set out from Fort Western in Augusta
for the journey that was expected to take 20 days and cover 180 miles. From
that time until Arnold reached Quebec U5 days later Arnold and his men
endured many hardships including portages of the UOO pound batteauxs, floods
snows, cold weather, lack of food, sickness, etc.
In the end Arnold's march was a failure in that he failed to capture Quebec
but it did serve to delay for over a year a British buildup for a southern
invasion.
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