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The Golden Sheaf Bakery was built in 1905 and designed by a prominent California 
architect, Clinton Day of San Francisco and Berkeley with the terra cotta ornamentation 
fabricated by Gladding, McBean of Lincoln, California. Clinton Day was the 
architect for such notable buildings as the City of Paris and the Union Trust Company 
in San Francisco and the Memorial Chapel at Stanford University. '. Further­ 
more, he was the architect for many of the original University of California at 
Berkeley's academic buildings which have since been demolished.

The architectural character of the bakery is a classically inspired two-story brick 
building with Tuscan ordered pilasters. Each of the four two-story high pilasters frame 
three weM proportioned, ten foot wide vertical bays which support the simple, 
unornamenteted entablature above. The brick facade, endowed with a rich, reddish- 
brown patina, is harmoniously divided into two horizontal levels. The lower story 
consists of three rectangular portals spanned by flat arches and centered with an 
ornamental keystone. In the upper story, each bay contains two arched, double- 
hung, wooden sash windows (one over one light) with each framed by Tuscan ordered 
pilasters and topped by decorative, corbie-I ike arches. At the top of the building, 
terra cotta ornamentation by Gladding, McBean adorns the Golden Sheaf motif and 
volute design as well as the bakery's name. Further use of terra cotta is found on the 
pilaster's base and capitals and on the cornice. A high quality, Roman-shaped brick 
is used for the rest of the exterior facing.

The interior consists of two floors with eighteen and thirteen foot ceilings, respectively. 
All the walls are faced with common brick and the only openings are those facing the 
street. On the first floor, there are three large structural steel columns located along 
the center line of the cement slab floor. The second floor is a column free space, 
sixty feet wide, spanned by four steel riveted Fink trusses. The wood joist flooring 
system is in a state of deterioration and would have to be replaced. The original gas 
lighting system has since been converted to electricity.

The bakery has a rectangular plan of 5T x 59' and a total area of 6000 square feet. 
The primary construction consists of load bearing brick walls, fifteen inches thick at 
the base and four Fink trusses sheathed over by a wood and tar roof.

The major alteration for the bakery consists of a brick infilled portal bay on the side 
adjacent to Kress Department store. Kress uses this entrance for delivery runs and as 
a fire exit. Other alterations and disfigurements include a hand operated, sliding 
garage door, white painted pilasters and portals, a fluorescent lighting system and a 
mecury-vapor, exterior light standard in front of the bakery.
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The Golden Sheaf Bakery was founded by an Englishman, John G. Wright, in 1877 
and became Berkeley's first wholesale/ retail bakery. The original bdkery was a 
two story, wooden frame building located at 2026 Shattuck Avenue which housed 
the Wright family, student bcffders, a public dining room and the bakery, (see 
attached plan). From its very beginning, the bakery became known for its large 
selection of high quality pastries, breads, pies, cakes, puddings, jellies and ice­ 
creams. Evidence of J.G. Wright's uncompromising, steadfast attitude toward 
quality and purity can be found in his world-wide search for the finest baking 
ingredients, for example, Italian lemons and currants and Australian wheat, to name 
a few. He also offered baking courses to his staff by skilled bakers brought over 
from Europe.

As the bakery's reputation grew, its popularity and sales dramatically rose and 
extended from Sacramento to San Jose. J.G. Wright and his son, J.C. Wright, 
continually expanded the bakery's capacity and physical plant to keep up with 
demand. F.H. Wheelan opened a block away a steam-powered flour mill in 1881 
to support the Golden Sheaf's large production output. The Wright's used the most 
innovative facilities available at the time, oil-burn ing stoves instead of oak-fired, 
brick ovens and the first gasoline powered delivery trucks in the area. Furthermore, 
the Wright's provided living quarters for their cooks and bakers which numbered 
fifteen in 1903 and a large barn which housed their fleet of horse drawn delivery 
trucks and motor cars that numbered forty by 1905. It was on the second floor of 
this barn, known as the Golden Sheaf Hall, where alternative school instruction and 
"radical" groups such as Temperance Societies and Woman's Suffrage groups met. 
During the Golden Sheaf's peak production years, 1903;- 1908, it produced twenty- 
six varieties of bread, twelve types of cakes and pies and had a regional wide 
catering service; including the University of California.

Since the Golden Sheaf was the largest bakery in the entire region, Mr. Wright 
became a significant actor in organizing and bringing support for a baker's union. 
The official establishment of such a union was signed into existence in 1904 at 
the Golden Sheaf Bakery. Soon after the union's formation, many of the traditional 
family bakeries were taken over and modernized by large baking companies; an era 
of bakery history was Soon to end.



Daily Berkeley Gazette: October 14, 1905 and February 20, 1905
Pettit, George, Berkeley: The Town and Gown of It, Berkeley, CA., Howell-North Books, 1964,
Richey, Elinor, The Ultimate Victorians, Berkeley, lA., Howell-North Books, 1970.

Interviews: Ms. Carol Wright Purdie (daughter of JiC. Wright-owner) 
Mr. Louie Stein (local historian) 
Mr. Harry Haimovitch (owner)
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In 1905, J.C. Wright commissioned Clinton Day of San Francisco to build an 
addition to the bakery proper for a storage and loading zone. With the addition 
of this building, the feolden Sheaf became one of the largest bakeries in the 
state of California. When the 1906 earthquake and fire hit San Francisco, the 
state drafted the bakery to feed the great numbers of homeless people, since most 
of the local bakeries wece destroyed and the Golden Sheaf's facilities were 
adequately large enough to meet the demand.

The bakery was sold by the Wright family in 1909 for 250,000 dollars to the 
Wonderbread Bakeries. Shortly afterwards, the bakery moved and had the 
2026 Shattuck Avenue bakery torn down and replaced with a commercial 
building. The Clinton Day addition was first converted into shops and offices 
in 1911 and latter in 1927 into a garage which it still maintains. In the early 
'50's, Kress Department Store, located next to the Golden Sheaf, bought an 
easement to use one of the ten foot bays on the first floor as a fire exit and 
delivery entrance; it subsequently infilled this bay with brick.

The significance of the Golden Sheaf Bakery lies in the preservation of the 
exterior of the building, one of Berkeley's very few extant brick commercial 
structures in > its downtown center. Furthermore, the bakery is a ve*ry fine 
example of a classically inspired commercial building dating from the early 
20 th century. There is major significance in preserving one of the few 
surviving Clinton Day buildings left from his prominent San Francisco practice 
which axjfHved the 1906 earthquake and fire and reckless demolition.
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