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1+ Name of Property
higoric name Hardwick Village Hi.storic District
other names/stenumber Hardwick Center; Hardwick
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street &nunter Pet ersham Barre, G eenwi ch, Ruggles Hill and N/A Inot for publication

city, towmn Hardwick N/IA | vicinity®

sate M assachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 zip code 02137
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Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X~| private I 1building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
Pn public-local [XI district 69 6 buildings
I | public-State | Isite 4 0 sites
I I public-Federal | Istructure 0 structures
I lobject Q - objects
LL Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register n
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Hardwick Village Historic District,

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary Structure
Commer ce/ General Store; Specialty Store
Gover nment / Town Hal |
Education/ School; Library
Religion/Religious Structure
7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
No Style
Early Republic/Federal
M d-19th Century/Greek Revival
Late Victorian/ltalianate
Late 19t hCentury Revival/colonial
Revival; Classical Revival
Late 19th Century American/Craftsman
Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Har dwi ck, Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling;, Secondary
Structure; Multiple dwelling
Commer ce/ General Store
Gover nment / Town Hal |
Education/ School; Library

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

The village of Hardwick, the meetinghouse and common center of the Town of
Hardwick, Massachusetts, is a significant cluster of well-preserved and

wel 1-documented
located in the rising central

Commonwealth.
including two churches, the town hall,

residences, stores and institutional
constructed in the period between the 1780s and the 1850s.
portion of the town, in the west central
Worcester County adjacent to the Quabbin Reservoir,
The cluster includes a large concentration of public buildings,
two town schools, a public library, a

former tavern, a shop, two former stores and one current store.

foundation Granite, Brick
walls Wood; Brick; Tile; Alum num Vinyl
roof Asphalt, Slate
other Cut Stone; Bronze; Slate; Marble
buildings nearly all
The district is
part of

in the heart of the

Its public

spaces include the Common, the adjacent Fairground and Burying Ground.
Twenty-seven historic residences and an important farm complex are also

located in the district.

The district's buildings are excellent examples of

the common forms and ornaments of the period and region, the majority

illustrating the Post-Colonial, Federal and Greek Revival
The exhaustive research on the town and its residents by Lucius R.

styles.

Paige for his 1883 History of Hardwick provides much information useful
historian, because so many of these houses have been dated and
In addition to the standing structures,

architectural
their occupants are so well-known.

architectural

to the

Paige's research and examination of period maps allows consideration of former

structures as well.

regional settlement form.

With little subsequent construction, replacement or
demolition the village presents an outstanding survival
The district contains 45 properties with 87

of an emerging

resources; these include 69 contributing and nine noncontributing buildings,
four contributing sites, six contributing structures and two contributing

objects.

Landscape and Settlement Pattern

The village is located near the geographic center of this rural

community; the

high upland portion of the town is located between the valleys of Muddy Brook

to the west.

Ware River to the south and Moose Brook on the east.

The

elevations here average 850 feet above sea level, with low areas near the
branches of the Danforth Brook on the south and the east and rising ground to

the north and the west.
town's Common here, the small

The district has been defined by the location of the
lot desighated in 18th century Massachusetts

towns as the site for the meetinghouse, burying ground and training field. It

m See continuation sheet
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Landscape/ Common; Street furniture/object
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was al so the site, inthe 19th century, of nuch construction as the town
expanded i n popul ation and as the econony becane nore conmercial. The density
of this Fart of the town becane distinctive at the end of the 18th century,
with smaller lots and | arger houses than in the surrounding areas.

The configuration of roadways and the buildings along themin the Hardw ck
Village Historic District reflects patterns of conmunity devel opment and
changing land use characteristic of the wider Central Massachusetts region,

yet distinctive to the Hardw ck experience. The village is located at the
intersection of the primary radial arteries that connect it tothe town's

other villages as well as its neighboring tows and, as i n nany Massachusetts
communities, they take their nanes fromtheir destinations. PetershamRoad

runs to the north and Gilbertville Road to the south, both nowparts of Route
32A the regional north-south state highway. Barre Road runs t othe east and
Geenwch Foad t othe northwest, both of these fornerly part of the Sixth
Massachusetts Turnpi ke establishedin 1799. Aremant of the Turnpike's
original path runs tothe west of Geenwch Road between the Marsh House (#18)
and the Fairground {#lc), abandoned in 1808. Ruggles Hill Foad, a secondary
road, runs tothe northeast. Approached along any of the arterials, this part
of the town is distinguished by the proximty of the structures tothe road,

as well astheir date and appearance.

In Hardw ck, the position of the Gonmen was the source of community discord,
and sothe first choice, |ocated out side the district on Geenwch Road, was
soon given upin favor of the current |ocation tothe south and west. Few
standing structures survive torecall this early settlenment period, but the
third generation of famlies and houses, dating tothe turn of the 18th to the
19th century, are well represented here. This area and the town at |arge was
nore densely occupied by this time, and increasingly substantial hones were
constructed along the main roads. Evidence of this pattern isclearly
denonstrated in the ol dest buildings along Barre and Petersham Roads. The
next generation of devel opnent in the second quarter of the 19th century
further intensified construction and expansion as widely scattered farnsteads
clustered into hanets and hanets becane villages. The site of the Gonman
becane the chosen |ocation for newcivic and conmercial endeavors such as
school s, stores, taverns and hones for artisans, nerchants and professionals
that proliferated during this period of rural prosperity.

The Hardw ck @nnon (#1) provides the visual and organi zing focal point for
the district and was a nagnet for subsequent devel opment. This area was
selected as the location of the town's second meetinghouse in 1741 after
several years of debate. The surrounding (nmen was then purchased in 1768.
Currently the Gomnen i s a park space of ageneral |y triangular shape measuring
about 300 feet fromits base toits apex inthe north-south dinension and
about 200 feet across the base in the east-west dinension. |t is borderedon
all sides by town roads and di ssected onits southern half by a throughway

(conti nued)
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connecting Barre and Greenwich Roads. The area is now largely a grassy lawn
with a number of trees on its borders and a monument at each end. The older
of these monuments commemorates Hardwick service in the Civil War, and is a
simple cast metal and stone pedestal listing the soldiers and battles and
topped by a statue of a Union infantryman. The monument was purchased from
the American Bronze Company of Chicago, lllinois. The more recent addition is
the Paige Memorial Fountain, a stone temple form with benches surrounding the
water fountain, the whole now surrounded with sculpted shrubbery. The
fountain was designed by Stowe Phelps, MAIA, and has recently been repaired to
working order.

West of the Common, at the corner of Greenwich and Gilbertville Roads, a
second town-owned parcel, the Fairground (# Ic), contributes additional

green space to the district. The sloping area is crossed by the upper reaches
of Danforth Brook and includes the Billings House at #19, purchased by the
Paige Agricultural Fund in 1911. The parcel was selected to meet the Fund's
requirement for land near the center of town for the activities of a revived
agricultural fair. The corner area has been used annually for the livestock
judging at the Hardwick Fair, and for this purpose green-painted, wooden
stanchions are permanently located here.

East of the Common, across the eastern Common Road, is another important
district landscape feature, the OIld Burying Ground (#800). The oldest

public cemetery in the town, it was designated probably about the time of the
relocating of the meetinghouse. The oldest stone dates to 1749. |Its original
dimensions are not known but in 1768, when the current Common was purchased as
the location for the third church, it measured 14 by 11 by 15 1/2 rods, with
an unknown dimension on the road, or 231 by 181.5 by 255.75 feet. Its size
was subsequently diminished by the subtraction from its bounds of the Town
Hall in 1836. Attempts to build the Calvinist Church here in 1828, Joel S.
Marsh's store in 1838 and the Universalist Church in 1840 were all rejected.
The present Burying Ground is a triangle measuring approximately 400 by 400 by
500 feet. It includes approximately 150 large and imposing stones from the
18th century period of its primary use. The majority are slate stones common
during the period with a smaller number of later marble stones. Concern over
the size and room in the cemetery began as early as 1804. The new parcel of 1
1/2 acres was purchased in 1815 from the Reverend Thomas Holt for a new
burying ground to the north of the Common at the intersection of Petersham and
North Roads. It was subsequently expanded through purchases of an acre on the
east side from John Paige in 1849 and of two acres on the south from Joseph C.
Paige in 1876. Still in active use as the town's primary cemetery, it forms
the northern border of the district on the east side of Petersham Road and has
been excluded from the district.

In addition to these publicly held open spaces, the village is surrounded by
open fields, many of which remain in use as portions of the town's remaining

(continued)
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dairy farms. Although the number of working farms in the town has been
significantly reduced recently, the acreage remains agricultural in use as the
smaller number of farmers required larger acreage of hay fields and acreage
for expanding herds. Most of those that surround the village have been worked
since the end of the 19th century as a stock-raising and dairy operation
assembled by the Mixter brothers, and, today, by the Goodfield family as
Guernsey Dell. Within the boundaries of the district are parcels that served
as the barnyards, rather than as fields and pastures for this extensive
operation. The area behind the Barre Road houses, on the southwest side, was
formerly the site of the main milking barns, on the other side of the road are
the horse barn sites. The adjacent fields extend to Ruggles Hill Road on the
northeast and to Gilbertville Road on the southwest.

Standing Structures: Public Buildings

The selection of this area as the new meetinghouse location in 1741 set the
pattern for locating primary town buildings here. The exact location of the
second meetinghouse is not known. Twenty-five years later, when the town
sought to construct yet another meetinghouse, the Common field was purchased
from its Boston owner. The 1768-1770 third meetinghouse stood here, probably
on the now open Common itself. This meetinghouse, a large towered frame
structure, stood alone in the village for nearly half a century until years of
theological diversity finally splintered the church in the early years of the
19th century. When the first parish divided theologically in 1828, the
withdrawing Calvinists built a new meetinghouse at the south end of the
Common. The appearance of this building is unknown but a pew plan indicates
the structure to have been built of brick, with a double-aisle and box-pew
nave plan.

The parish retained the third meetinghouse until it proved too large for their
diminished membership. The 1841 replacement Unitarian-Universalist Church
(#2 on the Comnon) is an excellent example of the Greek Revival churches
built in rural Massachusetts communities during the middle of the 19th
century. In addition, it bears a striking resemblance to the town hall built
four years before. It was located off the Common, on a hill to the north in
the period pattern of clearing and ornamenting the Common as a park. Its
orientation presents its gable end to the street and it is embellished by a
full Greek Doric columned portico. The portico screens a flushboard facade
pierced by two entries, each flanked by narrow pilasters supporting an
entablature. Between them a large center window takes the same form as the
three on each long wall, double-hung sash of 20/20 configuration. On the
ridge above the facade a low tower supports a two-staged belfry, botn treated
with matching entablatures. The spire is a replica of the one destroyed in
the hurricane of 1938. The sanctuary has pews divided by two side aisles,
while others are situated on either side of the pulpit in a perpendicular
orientation. The pulpit is located at the north end, fitted with an

(continued)
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apparently original Enpire furniture suite; the choir loft and organ are
| ocated at the opposite end.

Soon the Calvinists replaced their 188 building. The large Italianate
Trinitarian Congregational Church (# on Barre Road), built in 1860, is a
nearly isolated exanple in a town characterized hy Federal and Geek Revival
buildings. |t takes the form commonly associated with that style, a gable
front orientationwith itsshort wall as the facade, including an enclosed
narrow portico on the facade housing the entry, and a tower supporting the
belfry and spire that sits partially on the nain block and partially on the
For_ﬂco. Its ornanent is entirelyconsistant with the style including the
avish use of quoins at the corners, Corinthian pilasters in the portico,
flushboard across the facade and round-headed openings with |abels. The new
1920 spire is a sinple four-5|ded_{3y_ramdal form lower than the structurally
flawed original. Entry to the building is through the raised basenent story,
where a vestibule encloses a pair of curved stairs to the sanctuary; behind
this entry area the first floor is divided into a |arge neeting hall flanked
by smaller roons along the west and south sides. The sanctuary has pews
divided by a central aisle and canted at either end to direct worshipers
tonard the pulpit area at the south end.  The choir loft and organ are |ocated
at the north end.  The interior finish |nq|udes.naho(?any trimon the pew ends
and |abels on the large wndows; the furniture includes an apparently original
Gothic suite augnented by |ater classical pieces.

Probably the earliest surviving nunicipal structure isthe District Qe
School  (#3 on the Gommon). Schools net first in hones, and it was not until
late in the 18th century that separate buildings were constructed. [tis the
best one of the three remaining in the town and the only one constructed of
brick. A single story in height under a gable roof on a granite foundation,
the school has a four-bay, gable front orientation, with rtsentries on the
Ion? sidewal|s. The interior is divided into tw Iar%e roons separated by a
hall. Itsornanent is sinple, limtedto transomIiP ts over the door, a
nol ded cornice that extends around the gable end walls, and a belfrg wth a
low pyramdal roof and corner pilasters. B the third quarter of the 19th
century reform education principals dictated separate high school buildings,
even in small agricultural coomunities |ike Hardwick. Built in ca 188
across Petersham Road fromthe Universalist Church, the Hardw ck H gh School
ves a Victorian Gothic building, cross gable in formwth an octagonal tower
and corner entry. The site had been previously occupied by at |east one
residence, with a cheese factory located on the | ot next to the north. The
l'ast nunicipal building constructed here vas a new school necessitated when
the District e building was given over to court purposes. The Center

G amar School (#37 on Ruggles Hill Road) is a small. Cassical Revival
bui I ding, the third school to he located in the town's center village. The
wood-frane structure is a single story over a basenent with a hip roof. Its
center entry is covered by an open pedinented porch supported by a pair of

(conti nued)
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Tuscan col unms at the corners. [ tis flanked by a pair of |arge double-hung
sash w ndows on each side, continuing around the building to provide anple
natural [ight. The Center Gammar School was constructed in 1900 froma
design provided by the firm of Peters and Rce. The rear extension nay be a
1931 addition/renovationof playroons and classroons designed by TE Madigan
of Wdre. The siting of the school on Ruggles Hill Road reflects the absence
of a nore promnant | ot facing the GConmon, and was obtained by the town from
the Mxter famly in exchange for the pound | ot on Barre Road.

A long as a connunity retainedcontrol of itsparish neetinghouse, no

addi tional neetingi]places vere necessary. Vken ecclesiastical divisions took
pl ace, towns sou%ot nore neutral neetinghalls to maintain. The Hardw ck Town
Hal | (#4 on the Gonnon) i s an excel |l ent exanpl e of the Geek Revival town
halI's built inrural Mssachusetts after disestablishment in 1833. |Its
orientation presents its gable end to the street and it is enbellished by a
full Geek Doric columed portico. The portico screens a flushboard facade
with a center entry nmarked by narrow pilasters echoing the colums. O the
ridge above the facade a low tower supports an octagonal belfry under a
pyramdal roof. The building is deep, extending to five bays, and the
interior isdividedinto offices on either side of a center corridor on the
first floor with a large neeting hall above. A small shed addition inthe
rear acconodates the police departnent. Unattached sheds and a nodern garage
in the rear remain in use housing town vehicles.

Viden the high school burned in 1905 the town determned to relocate the high
school to Gilbertville, and build a sole-use library building. The Paige
Menorial Library (#33 on Petersham Foad) denonstrates the po,oul arity inthe
early years of the 20th century of the Classical Revival style for nuni CIPa|
architecture. The Paige Library, designed by Gy and Proctor, is a smll
exanpl e, coonmon in rural communities, conposed substantially of brick sitting
on a high stone foundation. The library is awde L-plan structure, sited on
the back corner of its parcel, its entry located at the outside corner facing
onto the Common. The frontisPi ece i s nonunentally treated with an unusual
Baroqui sh  pedi ment conposed of an oculus within a parapet, screening the
fanlit entry. The intersecting ridgelines are topped by an octagonal cupol a.
Together with these white frane el enents, the entry and the cornice are
trinmed incontrastingstone. The corner entry opens to an octagonal passage
under the building's done, opening to the circulation desk and stack room
straight ahead, the reading roomto the left and snall offices to the right.

Standing Structures: Wrkpl aces

Wth this concentration of public buildingsat the intersection of inportant
transportation routes, it is not surprising that conmercial and artisan
activities located here as well. As vas usual during the 18th century,
privately-owned service buildingswere |ocated near the nmeetinghouse, certain

(conti nued)
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of business from bi-weekly required religious services, as well as the
occasional town meeting and committee meetings held at the meetinghouse. The
frequent and lengthy visits to the meetinghouse by town citizens made a
convenient tavern a useful addition to the area, a source of food and drink as
viell as warmth. Soon stores for retail exchange and artsan's shops, most
often associated with the homes of their owners, located here as well.
Probably the first tavern and store were located within the Warner-Paige
property (#8 on Barre Road), though physical evidence is scanty. During the
early 19th century expansion of the village, separate tavern and store
structures were constructed and multiplied. The most ephemeral resources are
artisan shops, only one of which survives.

During the post-Revolutionary period of growth additional public buildings
were constructed about which more descriptive data is available. The Daniel
Ruggles Tavern (#10 on Barre Road), built in 1809, is an important period
survival of these rare resources. The Ruggles Tavern was executed in an
expansion of a regional center-chimney house form and with ambitious Federal
ornament. Its main block departs from other town period examples in the use
of a gable-on-hip roof, with a long integral ell extending its traditional
center-chimney main block. Its siting on a banked lot provides for the
addition of a deep cellar story under this ell, which appears to have an
additional chimney heat source. Ornamentation is found in the use of a fan
and sidelights in the entry which is echoed in the gable ends of the roof and
in the modillion blocks and dentils added to the cornice. A Doric porch and
small lateral ell were added at an unknown date. The associated barns were
removed in the 20th century. Its floorplan follows the standard with a small
entry before the chimney, large rooms on either side, a narrow rear pile
behind and kitchen and service rooms in the ell. The interior was once a
Masonic Hall and its barrel-vaulted ceiling is still in evidence in the
southeast portion of the second story, extending from the front through the
long ell.

Located next door is a reproduction of the Mixter Store (#269 on Barre

Road), designed to replicate the structure that burned ca. 1932. Comparison
to photographs of the original confirm an accurate reconstruction, a two and a
half story gable block form with simple ornament consistant with an early 19th
century construction date. Although other contemporary merchants are known to
have operated in the village, their stores are not known.

The Knight Store (#7 on Barre Road) is the oldest surviving store in the
village, built for the merchant whose business dominated the area in the
mid-19th century. Constructed by 1858, the building retains elements of Greek
Revival design. The large two and a half story gable block extends to eight
bays across the long wall that faces the Common, while the lateral walls are
five bays in depth. The current configuration unfortunately reflects little
of the building's function as a store, until recently divided into two

(conti nued)
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back-to-back sections with entries into the center of the gable ends. This
internal division is unequal and is reflected on the exterior in the first
floor windows, where the five western bays have floor length windows which are
treated with different molded board and corner block surrounds. The remainder
of this elevation, and the two second floor south windows on the rear, have
fluted board and corner block surrounds. The lateral and remainder of the
rear elevations have plain surrounds. Earliest views of the building show the
former recessed entry on the front and an exterior stair on the west end
giving exterior entry to both the first and second story apartments. Each
west-end floor has a central hall, with three rooms across the front and three
across the rear. The east unit has a center hall with two rooms across the
front and two in the rear. A rectangular bay window and a porch have been
added to the southern lateral wall, screening tne entry.

The Emmons Store (#5 on Barre Road) was the last store building constructed

in the village, dating to 1896. It is a small gablefront structure of two
stories with an enclosed second story side porch above a lateral ell and an
open porch across the north front. The facade of the main block includes two
large windows on either side of the main entry, lighting the public interior.
It houses on its first floor a general store and the Hardwick post office. In
the corner of the facade a second entry leads to an apartment on the second
floor. A garage is next door and gas pumps are located in the front.

While stores associated with the area's commercial development are well known,
the workshops of its artisans are not so well known. Shops located separately
from the owner's residence are mentioned in generalized locations, only the
blacksmith and wheelwright shops are illustrated on historic maps. The
blacksmith's shop, a frame gableblock, was relocated to Ruggles Hill Road in
about 1918-1919; it fell into disrepair and was demolished in ca. 1977. Next
to its former location still stands the small frame gableblock wheelwright's
shop (#271 on Ruggles Hill Road), of unknown ownership, which was constructed
between 1858 and 1870. Also constructed at this time was the town's
co-operative cheese factory, formerly located to the north of the library.
The two and a half story frame gableblock was subsequently converted to
apartments and removed after the period of significance.

Standing Structures: Residences

In addition to these institutional and commercial buildings the Hardwick
Village Historic District also includes twenty-seven residences and a
farmstead, most built in the late 18th and the early 19th century. Indeed
only one house appears to have been built between 1858 and 1870, one between
1870 and 1898 and five before the end of the period of significance in 1940.
Most of these houses and their outbuildings were examined for interior plan
and visible construction evidence during research in preparation of this
nomination. In general these houses attest to the durability of the

(continued)
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center-chimney form in this area, even among elite builders. Further, they
demonstrate the utility of popular Greek Revival plans and details, in small
and large homes, among the fashion-conscious and the plain. All of the houses
are in good condition, and though synthetic siding has been applied in several
instances, it does not sufficiently compromise them to warrant concern.

The Warner-Paige Farm (#8 on Barre Road) is the property of greatest
continuity in the area, having been purchased by Jonathan Warner, farmer,
merchant and innkeeper, in 1743. The house today appears to be the common
gableblock form of the second quarter of the 19th century, suggesting a total
rebuilding or significant expansion. The small wing extending to the south,
however, is probably the original hall and parlor house, further expanded to
one and a half stories in the early 19th century. Other early survivals
enclosed within later larger properties include the rear ells of the Eastman
and Kinsey-Mixter Houses at #13 and #16 on Barre Road and portions of the
Doty-Wesson House at #15 on Barre Road. These are described in fuller detail
below. More problematic is the Parker-Aiken House (#32 on Petersham Road).
This small one and a half story house appears from the exterior to be early in
date but phased in construction. Its visible structural members suggest the
late 18th century, its roof of the common rafter type with five-sided ridge
and collars and evidence of re-used timbers in the floor supports. Its
central hall plan, Greek Revival trim and foundation, probably rebuilt after
the mid-19th century, all indicate a substantial reworking.

The more easily recognizable early houses in the Common area date to the late
18th century and are large two-story forms named for their dominant feature,
the center chimney. The overall massing principal was for a rectangular block
under a gable roof parallel to the road. The arrangement of openings on the
exterior and of rooms on the interior was symmetrical, in the five-bay,
center-entry variation, with a second pile of rooms to the rear to create a
symmetrical end elevation. In the Common area, where prominant citizens were
making their homes, houses were usually constructed in the large

two and a half story form. The neighboring houses on Barre Road (#13 and

14) are believed to have been built ca. 1780 by Harvard-graduate merchant
Martin Kinsey and saddler Clark Lawton. In overall form the houses meet

the criteria listed above with the addition on each of a secondary entry along
the lateral wall. They are similar in ornament as well, adding a blocked
pediment with transom and sidelights at the front door. On the Lawton House
the cornice here and at the roofline are ornamented by guilloche while at the
Kinsey House they are modillion-block treated. Both houses enclose variations
on the center-chimney, lobby-entry form. At the Kinsey-Mixter House, many of
its cased corner posts are visible and the roof is the principal rafter type,
with the rafters lapped to one another without ridge. The interior finish is
best preserved in the southwest front room on the first floor, where
feather-edged panelling covers the fireplace wall, and ears ornament the
molding that surrounds the firebox. Evidence survives of kitchen facilities

(continued)
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in both the rear room of the center chimney block and in the ell, rumored to
be an earlier house expanded with the addition of the front block. The ell
extends to a carriage house ell in the rear, which has had its ornament and
function changed. Alterations were made when the house was converted to a
seasonal vacation home in the 1940s, including the installation on the rear
east corner of a curved corner window and a two-story living-space for the
full-time gardener, on the west side of the ell. The house formerly had two
barns in the rear; their foundations now form terracing and enclose a tennis
court. The Lawton House had its center chimney removed probably during the
1930s. Its plan includes secondary entries on each of the lateral walls, but
otherwise follows the standard center-chimney, center-entry plan. Its cased
corner posts are visible and its roof is a principal rafter and five-sided
ridge variety. Its best preserved interior space is also located in the
southwest room and includes feather-edged panelling with ears in the panels
above the fireplace. The Kendall House (#25 on Ruggles Hill Road) shares an
outstanding Post-Colonial entry, a modillion block pediment over a bolection

molding entablature. Its interior has been altered, but the original form was
apparently a hall-and-parlor, center-chimney house with a later center rear
ell. The Tyler-Alden House (#29 on Petersham Road) has a far simpler

facade, nearly devoid of ornament. |Its interior reveals the 18th century date
of the house in the presense of panelled fireplace walls, exposed bowed posts
and joists and the narrow stair in front of the chimney at the entry. Its
rear ell brought the plan to an L-shape, with the extension of the south rear
to two stories in 1918.

The housetype that became the choice of the wealthy, who made their homes
elsewhere in the town in the late 18th century, the Georgian-plan house, is
comparatively rare here. The hallmark of this type is the double pile of
rooms opening off a center-through passage, made possible in New England
through the substitution of paired chimneys, located one in each tier, for the
single stack. Few built these ambitious double-pile types, but some Common
area residents built houses that appeared on the facade to take that form,
which included a rear ell rather than a second pile of rear rooms. The
earliest example of this form is the variation found at the ca. 1791
Doty-Hesson House (#15 on Barre Road). The well-connected blacksmith, John
Doty, also chose the Post-Colonial entry. The overall form of the house, with
its uneven facade bay arrangement and complex rear pile configuration,
suggests phased construction and was confirmed in part by Paige and by
physical examination. The front pile of the house is center-through passage
in plan, with chimneys in an unusual location on the interior walls. All of
its major structural members are visible in boxed posts, joists and summers,
with panelled fireplace walls. A rear one and a half-story ell, separated
from the main block by a plank wall, extends from the center to form a T-plan
and has an exceptional Federal mantel. Later small additions extend in both
directions from this ell. The wood shed extensions have been converted to
garages, recently extended to three. The large horse barn includes grain and

(conti nued)
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tack rooms and stalls for seven horses. The house (#16 on Barre Road) built
about 1810 by lawyer Samuel Eastman employed a stylish Federal entry with a
half-round fan and entablature over the door. The center entry and stair hall
opens to parlors on either side and to the ell in the rear. These rooms
retain period finish, with entablature-style fireplace treatment, embellished
with paired flat pilasters on the west side. The rear ell is off center,
located to the east side of the front block and is said to be the original
portion of the house, dating to 1780. Its hall-and-parlor, center-chimney
form confirms this, but alterations over the years make confirmation difficult
without examination of its frame.

Full double-pile examples of the center-passage housetype are rare here as
elsewhere in New England. The exceptional Ezra Ruggles House at the corner

of Petersham and Greenwich Roads (#24) has received an Italianate-style
alteration since its ca. 1805 construction. Taking advantage of its corner
location the house has a deep, five-bay, center-entry elevation on three
sides. Evidence of its earliest appearance can be seen in the fanlights above
the exterior doorways and in the well-preserved interior. The generous center
hall holds the stair and opens to a large parlor on the south and an ample
dining room and a smaller sitting room on the north. The south parlor has
been altered with the removal of the interior partion walls on either side of
the central chimney which would have divided the chimney bay and created a
double pile of rooms. The kitchen is located in the low one and a half-story
wing that extends from the north lateral wall, and further connects to the
carriage house. The mid-century remodelling of the house apparently included
the replacement of an original low gable roof with the present high one, as
well as the addition of the deep bracketed cornice and porches on the east and
south sides of the house. The new roof of the house is heavily framed,
employing the principal purlin, common rafter roof system, further
strengthened by the addition of four pairs of canted purlin posts. The
four-bay deep carriage house is trimmed to match the house and also employs
the purlin post roof system. Recent alterations to the house include the
application of aluminum siding and shutters and the removal of the porches
from the east and south sides of the house.

A simpler example of this housetype is found further north on Petersham Road
(#28,) possibly built by Perley Hammond in 1815. Its entry retains the
Federal style fanlight and secondary entries are located on the center of the
lateral walls; the southern entry was replaced by a bay window in the 1950s.
Its diagnostic chimneys have been removed with only the south one being
replaced, and much of the interior has been changed during its 20th century
use as a multi-family dwelling. Still, the plan of a central stair hall and
four large rooms can be seen, and some period wainscotting remains. The rear
ell is an addition, probably dating to the mid-19th century, and encloses the
present kitchen, formerly a wood shed, connection to the former barn.

(conti nued)
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Certainly the most dramatic change in the outward appearance of houses in the
region was the reorientation of the house to the street to produce the Greek
Revival gablefront house. While retaining the rectangular gable roofed block,
the massing was significantly altered through turning the building ninety
degrees. This changed the roof ridge from parallel to perpendicular to the
front wall and the facade became the tall and flat gable end. It would appear
that the first example of this stylish reorientation was constructed by Jason
Mixter, retired storekeeper and moneylender, on Barre Road (#12) in 1834.

The primary and original gablefront block has a stylish colossal Doric portico
screening a flushboard facade. The lateral ell was added by 1857, and a
series of service ells and outbuildings, including the original and new
kitchen, a carriage house, converted into a guesthouse, and a barn, are
located in the rear. The interior of the original part of house included a
hall with curved stairs, flanked by paired parlors, with a kitchen and
probable office/sitting room in the rear; the new ell adding an additional
living room/parlor. The old kitchen was later converted into a dining room.
The exterior and interior detailing of this large and imposing house is of the
late and elaborate Greek Revival style.

An unusual brick example that retains Federal ornament, in spite of its late
form and date, is the gablefront house built by farmer James Browning on
Greenwich Road (#21) with an elliptical fanlight at the entry and in the
gable. The sidehall plan includes the standard entry/stair hall, a small room
behind it and flanking paired parlors on the right, with its kitchen in a
lower rear ell. The interior finish survives in excellent detail, with
fireplace frames in place, fluted pilasters and entablature mantels and pocket
doors between the parlors. Wood-frame Greek Revival houses are located on the
opposite side of Greenwich Road (Bridge-Morton House, #20), with the

addition of a lateral ell on Petersham Road (Knight-Spooner-Paige House,

#25), as well as a somewhat altered example on Barre Road (Charles C.

Spooner House, #11). The Knight-Spooner-Paige House was apparently a side
entry, paired-parlor plan house, with a small room behind the entry and the
kitchen located in a lateral ell. A barn was formerly located to the rear of
the house. A more anamolous example is the Gothic/ltal ianate William A.

Perry House on Petersham Road (#31), with a higher and narrower gablefront
block, labels at the openings and a bay window. Some regional builders
retained the traditional five-bay facade with center entry in the gablefront
form. The E.W. Robinson House located on Greenwich Road (#22), with an
unusually blank second story facade arrangement and recessed entry is such an
example. Examination of the interior reveals a floor plan with a center
stairhall that does not extend through the entire first floor and is
restricted to the center of the structure on the second floor. The front
chamber closets are in the party wall between the stairhall, and without an
opening, creates the blank space. The room arrangement in the rear pile was
subdivided into smaller rooms so the original configuration in presently
unknown.

(continued)
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In spite of the popularity of the gablefront form builderscontinuedto
construct houses wth the famliar gabled, rectangle block massing. An

out standi ng exanpl e of this t%pe I s the house of nerchant Joel Smth Mursh

on the hill overlooking the Cor at the corner of Glbertville and

G eenw ch Foads (#18). Built in 1846 the house includes a | arge main bl ock

of twoand a half stories, with unequal |ower wngs of one and a half stories
extending from each rear corner. [Itsfully developed Geek Revival ornanent
includes a single story Doric porch on the facade of the main block and wings,
a wde Doric cornice, transomand sidelights at its entries and triple hung
sash wndows across the first floor. The main block encloses a variation of
the Georgian plan, with acentral hall extending hal fway through the bl ock,
and including acurved stairway. The paired parlors oneither side are
separated by panelled roomdividers that enclose closets on each interior wall
and small lobby entries for each secondary entry, which hold doors to
partition the large space behind the front stair hall. Theinterior trims
In excel I ent condition, includi n% fireplaces and mantels in each parlor and
w de pedinented treatnent of each interior door and wndow Asimlar plan is
found on the second floor, as well as four chanbers inthe raised attic

story. The right wing encloses the former kitchen and laundry, as well as a
wood shed and stall that has been converted and extended as a | ong garage.

The left wing encloses two smaller roons, probably once heated with stoves
like the second stor%. Each wing has a high garret above these roons, but
only the right roomhas been finished in natchboard. The current form of the
VMrner-Pai ge Farmi s closely related tothis exanple, but with the porch
limted tothe facade and paired interior chimmey flues. Two sinpler
variations of this housetype are located inthe village on Ruggles Hill Road
(#34 and #35).

Swall one and a hal f-story exanpl es of these Geek Revival houses are also
found inthe village. The house on Geenwich Road (#19) built by farmer and
justice of the peace Dwight Billings also has a Doric colummed porch. Its
interior retains anbitious detailing and plan. Itscenter entry encloses a
circular stair, with dining roomtothe left and parlor tothe right, each
extended by a bay wndow Alterations have been nade t othe rear pile, and an
ell extension encloses the kitchen and connects tothe barn. The house nas
served as housing for the farm co-operative nmanager, financed by the Paige
Fund, and has recently been covered invinyl siding. The Foster House on
Ruggl es Hill Road at the Gonmon (#9) has al so been recently sided, and now

i ncl udes onI?/ one of the three former small wndows under the eaves. The
interior configuration has been altered but sone of the anbitious fluted trim
remains. In each of these houses the second floor plan includes a single full
hei ght chanter on one side and two smal | er chanbers with sloping ceilings on
the opposite side. [t was houses |ike these that served as nodels for the
changes nade t othe Parker-A ken Hbuse (#32) on Petersham Road, alteringits
18th century look t o one nade popul ar by pattern books of the era.

(conti nued)
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Only one residence was constructed in the years between 1858 and 1870. The
Joseph Ruggles Robinson House (#27) on Petersham Road, above the

Universal ist Church, appears to date from this period but only survives as a
fragment of the original house. The core of the present configuration is
three rooms with trim of thick moldings suggesting this date. Single story
additions obscure the age of the house, and oral history contends that a
portion of the house was removed and relocated on the site of the creamery at
the Mixter-Goodfield Farm where it subsequently burned. The large dairy barn
in the rear served as a chicken house for some time, when the rows of windows
were added and expanded by three bays. This site is the probable location of
one of the district's first houses, of unknown appearance but in place by the
middle of the 18th century.

The Doctor Myron Davis House (#26) on Petersham Road was built between 1870
and 1898, with interior finish that suggest construction toward the end of
that bracketed period. The house consists of a large two and a half-story
gabled block with a secondary ell of the same height set towards the rear of
the block on the north side. Porches, added in the 1930s, are across the
front and formerly extended around the south wall. Its interior plan is a
double-pile, center-hall type, though that hall does not extend through the
rear pile. The southern rooms are separated by sliding pocket doors and are
said to have been the location of the doctor's offices. A sitting room with
fireplace is located in the northeast corner with the dining room in the
northwest corner extending across the entry hall bay. The ell encloses the
kitchen. This property includes a period carriage house unconnected to the
house; it retains a small winch and elevator. The Emmons House (#17) on
Gilbertville Road of 1905 has a more contained version of this plan within
its nearly square block. Its center stair hall divides paired parlors on the
south from the dining room and rear kitchen on the north; pantry and batn are
located at the rear of the hall bay. A gable-roofed variation of the
foursquare plan was constructed ca. 1910 for Addison Marsh (#36) on Ruggles
Hill Road. Its plan includes an entry with a winding stair in the front
corner, paired parlors on the right and a kitchen in the rear. Its woodshed
and barn were recently rebuilt as a large ell. More common foursquare
housetype can be found on Petersham Road (#30).

The most significant addition to the village in the early 20th century was the
rebuilding at the east end of Barre Road of the Mixter-Goodfield Farm

(#270), after fires destroyed first the existing farmhouse and subsequently
the associated barns. The result is a complex of up-to-date housing and
agricultural buildings associated with the height of the Mixter's Guernsey
milk and breeding operation and still operated today as a dairy farm by the
Goodfield family. The main house is a 2-story structure constructed of clay
tiles covered in stucco under a tiled hip roof in a form associated with the
Mediterranean variations of the Second Renaissance Revival. The building was
constructed as a boarding house for Mixter Farm workers and now is divided

(continued)
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horizontally into a two-family residence. The first floor is entered through
the projecting entry porch, opens into a central hall with the stairs to the
second floor donnitory space recessed within its side hall. An office with a
separate door is located to the west of the hall and a living room to the
east. Behind these are three bedrooms in the rear pile. Further east is the
ample dining room, extending the full depth of the building and the kitchen
and pantries situated beyond. The present garage has been rebuilt but
formerly included extensive lavatory facilities for the farm hands.
Constructed in matching stucco in 1907 is the Mixter-Ritter Creamery (#270a)
to the west, a gable block raised to allow milk transportation trucks to drive
up and be easily filled. The timber-framed heifer barn is located between the
dairy and the house. The gambrel barn across the street was built in 1937 to
replace three burned barns. Measuring 184 by 36 feet with two 60 by 30 foot
wings, the barn is constructed of concrete walls four feet thick with a sawn
lumber truss gambrel roof above. Each barn has a circular masonry silo.

Archaeological Potential

The archaeological potential of this district is moderately important:
although many of the buildings remain standing on small original parcels, the
large amount of open space with known former buildings could prove rich in
depositions. The Common was the location of the town's second and third
meetinghouses, the Paige Memorial Fund Fairground once included a blacksmith's
shop and the rear portions of many lots were fonnerly the locations of
multiple barns and associated yards. Other parcels are believed to have
included craft shops, the rarest of the district's resource types.
Surrounding these houses as well are ample yards with the potential of trash
deposition and sheet refuse associated with daily activities of the 19th
century. No village sites are known from the Prehistoric or Contact periods,
but information from adjacent towns confirm transient travel and resource
gathering potential for the area.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wiile noprehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district or in the
general area (wthin one m'Ie%, It is possible that sites are present. The
physical characteristics of the district, well-drained soil terraces bordering
Danforth Brook, itstributaries and related ponds and wetlands form the
headwat ers of an extensive drainage network tlowing to the Vére, Chicopee then
Connecticut Rivers. The locationof the district within this areanay
indicate favorable locational criteria for native subsistence and settlenent
activities. In addition, while sites have yet to berecorded in the Hardw ck
Vil lage/ Danforth Brook |ocal e, several sites have been recorded in simlar
environmental | ocations along Wninusset Brook to the east and along the Vdre
Rver. dven the above information, the large size of the district (75 acres)
and the anount of open space within the district, ahigh potential existsfor
locating significant prehistoric renmains.

There is also ahigh potential for |ocatingsignificant historic

archaeol ogi cal remains within the district, ile nost of the buildings
constructed within the district still remain, structural remains are [ikely
present from several inportant buildings dating from the md-18th through 20th
centuries. Mbst archaeol ogical remains probably cluster around the Conman and
Fairground. Structural remains of the town's second and third neetinghouse
are reported on the Gxmon. The exact |ocationof the second neetinghouse
(1741) is not known. Thethird neetinghouse (1768) is reported on open Conman
ground. The renains of the 1828 Cal vini st neetinghouse is also reported at
the south end of the Conmon. Theremains of the Doty Blacksmth shop is also
reported on the Gomon. M| king barns remains are reported on the west side
of Barre Road southwest of the C%mm

The second |arge open area within the proposed district is the Paige Menorial
Fund Fair?round | ocated west of the Coman at the corner of G eenw ch and
Gilbertville Roads. Therenains of ablacksmth shop are reported for this
area on the western side of Glbertville Road. The remains of several barns
are also reported for this area. The fairPround | ocal e has al so been
identified as the possible [ocationof craft shops, the rarest of all resource
types within the district. Archaeological renains of the town's first tavern
and store nay belocated within the Vérner-Paige property, #8 Barre Road,
although little evidence existsto suEport this location. Acheese factory
vas reported at the northern end of the village on Petersham Foad al though i t
I s unknown whether these remains | ie within the proposed district. Further
docunentary research nay help locate structural remains of 18th century

resi dences, schools and commercial structures once |ocated around the Conman
in the district. GQecupational related features étrash its, privies, wells)
also likely survive around structures still standing and those no | onger
extant. These resources can provide information specific to residences,
taverns and agricultural operations, particularly dairy operations.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally O statewide [K] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [XHA Q B {X]C 1 ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [XHA QC 0D =«¢£ I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agchtukttuuee 1741- 1940 NA
Commrer ce
Conmmuni ty/ Pl anni ng and Devel opment
Social History Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

AN Carter, A; Peters and Rice;
Gay and Proctor; Phelps, Stowe;
Madi gan, T.E

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Village of Hardwck Historic District includes the center village of the
town of Hardw ck, Massachusetts, inportant as an historic gathering place for
the townspeople. Chosen for the |ocation of the neetinghouse in 1741 i t
becane the institutional focus for frequent church services, town and

sel ectmen's neetings and for the burial of the dead during the 18th century.
During the post-Revolutionary era comercial and artisan activities becane
increasingly inportant elements inthe [ocal econony as well as nore popul ar
l'ivlihoods I nthe changing comunity. Stores and shops, and the residences of
their owners and operators, were added, slowy during the 1780s and subsequent
four decades, and quite rapidly during the decades of the 1830s, 1840s and
1850s. Foma small unfocused hamet the area grewinto a bustling village,
the first town center. The village sustained another phase of growh an

| nprovenent duri n% the first two decades of the 20th century. These three
distinct growh phases resulted i na renarkably cohesive 3roup of classically
ornanented structures, with key public buildings clustered around the
attractive Gxmon, and the whole encircled by fine exanples of Massachusetts
houset ypes. The excel | ent survival of resources and existing docunentationon
the town nake possible a close exam nation of the unfolding of this inportant
historical process. The Hardw ck Village Historic District retains integrity
of design, location, setting, materials, workmanship, feelingand

associ ation. For these reasons the district iseligible tothe National
Register of Historic Places, fulfilling Criteria Aand Cand Exceptions A and
D at the local level.

Foundi ng t he Town of Hardw ck

The Tomwn of Hardwi ck i s located i nVWrcester CQounty on Massachusetts' central
plateau, situated between the coastal |ow ands to the east and t he wde
Connecticut Valley tothe west. Mst of Wrcester Qounty was N pnuck country
when the first English settlers arrived i n Nw England. The Npnuck arenot a
wel | -known Native Anerican subgroup. The natural environnent of the central

pl ateau supported a sparser popul ation than the coast and fewdescriptions of

m See continuation sheet
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face-to-face encounters between English colonists axd N pnuck have survived.
At the plateau's western edge, where Hardw ck is | ocated, the elevations are
hi ghest, the land characterized as hilly, itssoils sonewhat stony. Both the
Vdre Rver and fornerly the Swift River, part of the Chicopee drai na?e, flow
from the east and north to the west and south, orienting novenent ai/ay from
occupi ed areas. The En?Iish settlers filled the coastal and broad Connecticut
Rver valley area, but teared encounters with the occasionally mlitant groups
that remained powerful inthe north and west of the Nw England region. iy
a smll nunber of English settlers had entered N pnuck country, crossing the
south and the east as an extension of the westwardly noving |ine of
settlement, along the Connecticut path from Boston to Harttord. Violent
encounters between the occupants and the newconers increased during Kin
Philip's Wr of 1675 and a fatal encounter between col onials and N pnuck took
place in Wnnimsset Saanp i n nearby Nw Braintree.

Mich of the Wrcester area vas then abandoned by both English and Native
Anericans, and would remain so for another f|ftydyears until this portion of
Massachusetts vas organized into colonial tows during the second quarter of
the 18th century. Nny of the Npnuck had noved or had been renoved to MNative
Anerican comunities inthe eastern part of the Massachusetts Col ony and chose
to transfer their rights to central Massachusetts lands to groups of Nw
English. In 1686, four Native Anericans, acting as representatives to two

N pnuck sachens, transferred rights to the land of Hardwck to a group of nen
from the town of Roxbury. John Mgus and Law ence Nassawanno acted as
attorneys for the sachemof the Vénbnesi secook, and Janes and Jnon acted as
the heirs of Back Janes, the sachemof the N pnuck. The nen from Roxbury
were Joshua Lan, Nathaniel Paige, Andrew Gardner, Benjamn Ganblin, Benjamn
Tucker, John Curtiss, Rchard Draper and Sanuel Ruggles. My of these sane
i ndividuals were also involved in the purchase of Leicester to the south
during the saneyear. The eight paid tv\enu{ English pounds for their land, a
| arge rectangul ar parcel nmeasuring ei Pht mles on itsnorth/south bounds and
twelve mles on itseast/west bounds located "near Quabog." Qains |ike this
to large, but anorphous, areas were common in Central Massachusetts, where
Gol ony desire for [and exceeded know edge of regional geography. Equally

i mportant, colonial legislation prohibitedthe purchase of [and from Native
Anericans, seeking instead to control acquisitioncentrally. Small wonder
then that the purchasers delayed public acknow edgenent of their purchase.

B/ the 1720s the sons and other heirs of these purchasers grew anxious to take
advantage of their claim For the lucky few wo could obtain permssion to
establish a plantationfrom the General Court, clains to land rougfht | arge
parcels at low expense. The petitioners had already been successful in
attaining township status for the Leicester parcel and had encouraged
settlement by Scots-lrishinthe area known as the Hbows, inwhat is now

Pal mer, the southerly portionof this claim The petitioners were initially
unsuccessful , apparently the political climte did not favor them Finally in

(conti nued)
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1732, after much debate, their claim to Lambstown was confirmed, a far smaller
parcel that was to measure six miles on a side, consisting of the northeastern
part of the earlier purchase. In the interest of "the public benefit" they
had agreed to give up rights to the remaining two-thirds of their purchase.
When the proprietors gathered in Roxbury in December of 1732 to plan the
settlement, their number had expanded to fifteen, as shares were divided among
heirs, and additional shares granted for assistance in the General Court. The
colony government made several requirements of proprietors to assure that the
communities were settled and that life in them was godly and orderly. First
they must have a surveyor measure and draw a plan of their land. Next they
were required to establish sixty settlers, here specified to be New England
born, in the area within five years. The Lambstown proprietors followed a
fairly standard method of assigning land to shareholders and settlers. They
chose first to divide a portion of the town into 100 acre lots, choosing to
divide some, but not all of the town, and to allocate land in single large
parcels rather than divided among field types. The first division included
111 lots, including four for each of the proprietors, sixty for the settlers,
and one lot each for the minister, the ministry, and the schools. The
remainder of the town was subsequently divided among the proprietors. Each of
them was further required to find five settlers for the town, but Rev. Timothy
Ruggles was outstanding in this area.

New settlers moved to the western and northern frontiers of New England in
search of low-cost land and fully expected to establish themselves on ample
productive farms. The Massachusetts General Court had long ceased to assign
towns large quantities of land in new plantations, preferring instead to
reward service to the colony, through political connections or military
service, as the method for land distribution. The undeserving had to rely
upon proprietors, need for settlers, or more callously, on the open market,
for land. Thus while the proprietors were self-selected from among the
colony's ambitious citizens, the settlers were more likely to have been pushed
forward from the more extensive middling yeoman population. Many were the
third generation of their families in New England, and whether or not their
hometowns were actually crowded, their father's and grandfather's rights to
town lands were no doubt nearly spent. Groups of newcomers to Hardwick came
from three areas of long-term English settlement, from the northern portions
of Middlesex County to the east, from the central portion of the Connecticut
Valley to the west, and from the bayside southern portions of Plymouth, the
Old Colony. A smaller number came from other towns in the region that had
only just been formed as Worcester County in 1731. After stops in nearby
Brookfield or Grafton or Southborough they relocated in Hardwick as one in a
series of short stops. For some of them their Hardwick stop too would be
short, and their sons and the sons of more stable residents would continue
this pattern of rural mobility.

(continued)
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to the founding of the town were the legal requirenments of the Established
Church. Al Massachusetts towns were required to provide both a neetinghouse
and an orthodox mnister fortheir town parish church, and town citizens were
subsequently required to attend its services unless certified to another
society or church. The First Church of Christ i n Lanbstown was gathered in
1736 under the first settled mnister. Rv. David Wite (1710-1784). Its
first neetinghouse was |ocated on 10 acres originally laid out for this conmon
purpose, as well as fora training and burying ground, located to the west of
the ﬁresent Geenw ch Road, between Geenwch Road and the earliest town path
to the neighboring town to the northwest. nearb% Sessions Road, at the
corner of Petersham Road, was the lot assigned to the mnister on which he
built hislarge hone. The neetinghouse and its |ocation had only been i nuse
for one year when discussion began about constructing a new neetinghouse, but
a long and acrinonious quarrel over its location continued until 1741. The
controversy divided the town into broadly geographic factions, divided into
east and west at the Middy Brook. The west faction proposed to remainin the
original location, the east suggested a |ocation on the present Church
Street. Finally an outside conmttee was brought i nto settle the dispute and
the present area was selected as a substitute.

The province required residences as well as neetinghouses. Before five years
were out each settler nust "build a good and conveni ent dwellinghouse, of one
story high, eighteen feet square at |east " The eighteen foot square

requi rement seens snall but corresponds far nore closely tocolonial and early
national era common housing than is generally believed. The hone at the
center of the fannstead remained small insize, with roons that serveda
nunber of functions. Evidence for this region suggests that gable bl ock
houses of only one or tw roons and a ?arret renained i nuse. Arrangenent of
two or nore roons i s believed to have favored a |ateral arrangement of a

mul ti-purpose hall and a nore fornal parlor on either side of a central
chirmey bay. Inthe small nunier of early houses with nore first floor roons,
notably the Rev. Thonas Holt House just outside the district, they were nost
coomonl y arranged as a tier or pile of service roons behind. Survivals of
these settlement era houses are rare i n Hardw ck, as they are el sewhere i n the
Gommonweal th.  Mst are traditionally identified as rear ells of structures
expanded i nthe efflorescent post-Revolutionary era.  Exanples of this pattern
in thedistrict include the Warner-Paige Farm (#8 on Barre Road) the Sanuel
East nan House (#13 on Barre Road), the Kinsey-Mxter Huse (#16 on Barre Road)
and the Doty-Vésson House (#15 on Barre Fbadf Hawn tinber box framng
characterized the construction of these early buildings, visible i nthe cased
posts and beans on the interiors and i nthe all-rafter roofs visiblein
unfinished garrets. At this time [ittle i s known about the specific formof
out bui | dings, nor about their arrangement within a property. Hardw ck
bui I ders |ocated these houses close to the roadways of the town, with their
associ ated out bui | di ngs nearb%/. Settlers choose either English barns with
entry into the long wall of the gable block or Nw England barns with entry

(conti nued)
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into the gable end. Barns were conparatively smaller since nany farners
provided no shelter for their livestock and relied nore on pasture grazing
rather than hay and grain feeding.

The proprietors were also required to demonstrate that their settlers were
working to establish a productive agricultural community for their farm
famlies. The province thus required themto "clear and bring to four acres
fit for inprovenent, and three acres nore, well stocked wth English
grass..." Settlers next set about clearing the trees and brush from their
parcels to allowfor fields of grain, gardens for vegetables and neadow and
pasture for cattle and sheep. Mbst farnmers held a S|n?|e contiguous parcel,
contributing to a | andscape of dispersed farns. Each farm had different
proportions of tillage, pasture, neadowand woodlot, and nany mght not have
any acreage of one or nore of these basic land types. The land closest to the
house vas the working farnyard and garden, not grassy lawns. Surrounding the
farnstead core, fields were fenced to distinguish their function and to
control stray animals. Particularly stony areas were |eft to pasture after
clearing. Llow and wet areas provided natural neadows, while cultivated
grasses were sown inother fields. Wthout the [and appropriate to grow ng
grain, grazing aninals, nowng hay or gathering wood, these farns were

I nconpl ete, and could not operate without outside assistance. These farners
depended on an exchange systemwith neighbors and storekeepers to obtain the
itens they needed but could not produce. Through an el aborate system of
barter and of |abor sharing, known at the tine as "changing works",

i ndi vi dual s exchanged surﬁl us crops and nanufactured itenms, as well as the use
of oxen or assistance at harvest, raising a structure and other tasks that
required the [ abor of nany people.

Individuals with large famlies had strong networks for exchange, inportant to
the difficult task of making a living and to the delicate task of makin
alliances. My settlers cane to Hirdwck with kinfolk and former neighbors,
,orow ding al 1-inportant networks of obligation and assistance that nade daily
ife easier. Athough famlies cane to the town at nany ages, ol der couples
with nature sons and daughters or groups of newy married couples were the

nost  conman docunented famlies. Proprietors’ kinnay have had the
| argest nunber of connections, but other famlies mgrated together to the
town as well. The list of taxpayers for 1771 shows six taxpayers each with

the surnanes Johnson and Nve, five naned Bangs, and four each naned Billings,
( eavel and, (obb, Fay, Haskell and Véshburn. These kinship alliances proved
i nportant when factions were drawn later in town history, when ge\?&_raphy gave
vay to theology and ecclesiology as the source of discord. Rev. Ite served
the town for nearly thirty years but during that tine the peace of the church
ves occasional |y disturbed. In 1749 nenfers of the congregation synpathetic
to the growing Nw Light novenent of the Great Aaakening began to w thdraw
from services here, and in 1750 forned their om Church. They received a
smal| portion of the original Cnman and constructed a neetinghouse there.

(conti nued)
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This group later removed from the town altogether in 1761 and became the core
of settlers in Bennington, Vermont During the later years of the 18th century
many other town immigrants chose Vermont as their destination, with organized
movements to Barnard, Vermont as well in 775. In spite of these removals the
town grew. As this portion of the colony became recognized for its available
pastureland, its water power sites and its newly established town government,
it attracted more settlers from more densely occupied areas. Hardwick's
population expanded quite quickly during this time, with both immigrants and
expanding families of first settlers. , By 1754 the town included about eighty
families, or approximately 500 persons, and the number doubled in the next ten
years to reach 161 families and 1,010 persons in 1765, and to include 1,393
persons in 1776.

Although scattered information is available about 18th century land owners in
the Common area, the family most closely associated with it is the Warners.
Jonathan Warner (1704-1763) came to Hardwick from Hatfield and in 1743 bought
a large farm on the southwest side of the Common. He was a prominant public
servant, serving as selectman and treasurer, traded in real estate and ran a
store and tavern, probably the town's first. His prominant role in town
affairs, his eclectic mix of business and farming and his operation of key
commercial enterprises in close proximity to the town's primary meeting place,
established the dominant pattern of town leadership well into the 19th and
20th centuries. He was succeeded by his namesake Jonathan Warner (1744-1803)
who followed in his footsteps and exceeded him, serving the Colony and
Commonwealth as well as the town, and rising to general in the militia.

During the first quarter century of the village's history it was hardly
recognized as a place at all. Besides the meetinghouse the only certainly
known buildings in the area were those belonging to the Warners. Here in the
geographical center of the town these small buildings stood adjacent to the
scruffy open space of the training and burying ground. Side-by-side the
community's most prominent meetingplaces, its tavern and its meetinghouse,
stood in representation of the primary sacred and profane activities of its
citizens. Past these important, but physically inconsequential, buildings ran
the town's only major roads, extending from the east along the present Barre
Road and moving to the west before dividing into three roads to Greenwich, the
town neighbor to the west, as well as the single route to Petersham in the
north. By 1767 the town found its meetinghouse again in need of replacement,
perhaps to improve the appearance of the town-defining center. The large
meetinghouse was said to have been "one of the most elegant in the county",
apparently taking the form of a two story gable block with a single tower at
one narrow end. The house itself was funded through the sale of pews, while
the cost of a steeple, over and above the basic cost of a stair tower, would
be paid by the town. The cost and payment of this item would be a source of
debate for several years. The meetinghouse was seated according to the age
and tax paid by the household head in 1770, and the old house was sold in

(continued)
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1772.  Alot of land for the neetinghouse adjacent to the burying ground was
purchased fromJohn Fowe, Esqg. of Boston f or 6-13-4 English pounds.

evi dence suggests that this rectanﬂle includes the current Universalist Church
lot, the approxi mate |ocation of this third neetinghouse. The construction of
this new neetinghouse heralded a newera of [arge and anbitious architectural
designs inthe village.

M BEwerging Village of Hardw ck

As scholarly research on the devel opnent of the New England village has shown,
nuch of the inpetus for greater clusteri n? of buildings and peopl e cane from
the qui ckening of the cormercial econony [ate inthe 18th and early in the
19th century. InWrcester Gounty this pattern was assured- and augnent ed-
because of related el ements associated wth a community's life cycle, as
Hardw ck' s experience illustrates. The density of occupation i nthe town
increased and nore |and was cleared and brought under cultivation as the town
acquired a nore settled and polished appearance. As the second generation of
settlers cane to maturity and their children cane of age, their town was
changing froma small, struggling nunter of farnsteads to a growing and

di verse assenbl age of farmers, artisans, manufacturers and gentle folk. As
life becane sure it becane nore textured, differences between rich and poor
nore pronounced. Interests based inlocation and culture were au%nented by
those of wealth and power. The focus of these changes i n Hardw ck, political,
eclolnonic and material, and their clearest manifestation, was i nthe center
village.

Wi le nost towns were governed by nen of substance and | ong- st anding
inportance i nthe tow, Hardwck had, as well keyallies of the col on?/
overnor, nen of standing and influence at the county and state as well as the
ocal level. Tinothy Ruggles apparently used themlitary as hisladderto
weal th and influence, serving inthe French and Indian Vars, eventually rising
to Brigadier General, the highest rank i nthe colony. K represented the town
in the General Court where he was a | eader of the party supportingthe
interests of royal governnent i nthe col ony and even served as Li eut enant
Governor. Wthin the town clustered a nuner of hiswealthy allies. Not
surprisingly, when patriot activities quickened i nresponse to the tightening
of control over the colony, Hardw ck's response was cautious and

conservative. Soon advocates of the patriot cause took control of the town
governnent and nen of all ages served i nactive and defensive mlitia units.
Timothy Ruggles and his sons, and nany of their Tory associates, emgrated to
Nova Scotia. Asign of howfar the political climate had turned was t he
strength of Shaysite support inthe tow during the 1780s. As early as 1782
the town was presenting petitions about debt suits tothe legislature, and nen
shoved reluctance t osupport the governnent when a call went out for mlitia
nen tokeep the public order and the courts open. Townsnen served i n

| eadership positions within the rebellion and after its conclusion, sixty took

(conti nued)
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advantage of the offer of ammesty. These patterns of political activity
reflect the changing economc conposition of the town as well.

Wthin the village the energence of the newy powerful can be traced as well.
The Wérners were replaced inthis area by a nunier of anbitious individuals
wo specializedin portions of the multi-facetedposition they held in the
conmunity. The Paige farm #3 on Barre Road, was taken over by successive
nenters of the Pai %e famly, Qark (1789-1831), son Frazier (b. 1822), and
%r)andson Tinothy (b. 1851). Frazier's brothers went to California during the
@l d Rush and nuch of their wealth was donated to the town and its cul tural
institution inthe early 20th century. A new tavern vas built on the opposite
side of Barre Road (#10{. This tavern was constructed i n 1809 when Dani el
Ruggl es (1755-1838) noved from his hone on Ruggles Hill to begin a seventeen
year career as an innkeeper. The Munt Zion Lodge of Misons, which had net at
the Wllis Tavern at the corner of Sessions and G eenwich Roads sinceits
founding in 1800, relocated to the speci aI.IY fitted roomhere wth nuch .
ceremony. The rising inportance of the village attracted this inportant elite
institution. They remained throughout the troubles of the 1820s and 1830s
before relocating to Barre in 185. VMen he retired in 1826 his son Gighton
(1793-1858) succeeded him for sixyears. |tremained inthis original use
until early inthe 20th century, and subsequent owners included Frazier Paige
in 1858, Andrew C Record in 1870 and Fred L Sturdevant in 1898.

Jason M xter (1772-1850) apprenticed with and then took over the Vérner

whol esal e and retail business, operating a store at the corner of the Conman
and Barre Road. Late inlife he built the nost anbitious house of the
md-19th century, #12 on Barre Road. During his adulthood M xter took over
the domnant economc role formerly occupied by Vérner and through shopkeepi ng
and nortgage |ending becane far the town's weal thiest citizen. A his shop
Mxter played an inportant role as mdd enan for the expanding narket for hone
manufactures. Tw products were of particular interest inthis tow, the
manuf acture of straw braid and, later, palmleaf hats and the processing of
mlk into cheese and butter. The availability of a market for these products
ves of particular inportance to the _chang| ng dormestic work of wonen inthe
town. As nechanized textile production brought a dimnished role for spinning
and weaving i n the househol d, these handcraft and dairy pursuits acted as
their substitutes. FBEven nore inportant they provided a source for
increasingly inportant cash within the changing econony. After retiring from
storekeeping Mxter turned to noney |ending, again providing the financial
assistance required for farmers and artisans to nake inﬁrovenents to their
neans of ﬁ_roducu on. Mxter's surviving store records have been studied hy
research nistorians of Qd Sturbridge Village, elucidating the transform n%
process from barter to cash econony and adding historiographic weight to the
town's historic experience and appearance.

Bven as the Vrners' operations were being redefined and expanded the village

(conti nued)
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was attracting members of the growing artisan and service community. Many of
the earliest known owners and builders of houses in this area were craftsmen
and professionals, who also built homes along Barre Road. Jonathan Warner's
daughter Mary (b. 1737) married blacksmith Zurishaddai Doty, whose shop was at
the southwest corner of the Common, and their son John built a Barre Road
house in 1791 (#15). The house was longest occupied by members of the Wesson
family, including William Brigham (1777-1836), who served as minister of the
First Church between 1805 and 1824, and his son William Culter (b. 1814).
Lawyer Samuel Eastman built a house here (#16) in 1809, and served as
selectman, town clerk and State Senator; he was followed by Martyn Tupper
(1800-1872), pastor of the Calvinist Church between 1828 and 1835 and between
1852 and 1870 and by Ezekial Lysander Wesson (b. 1823). Saddler Clark Lawton
(b. 1749) built a house here also (#14) subsequently occupied by John Smith,
cabinetmaker and Elijah B. Harmon, hatter. A second group of early residences
was located on Petersham Road north of the Common. In houses no longer
standing at or near #28 lived minister David White late in life; physician
Challis Safford (b. 1733) and his wife Lydia (b. 1740), another daughter of
Jonathan Warner; and teacher and physician Cyrus Washburn (b. 1774). On the
present site of the Library lived cordwainer Samuel Hinckley (1757-1849), who
served the town as deputy sheriff, selectman, assessor and town clerk; the
property was later the home of Henry H. Granger (1817-1864), a painter who
died during service in the Civil War. Shoemaker and bell ringer Samuel Parker
(1782-1869) and later his widow Hannah Fay Parker lived in the house nearest
to the new cemetary (#32). On Petersham Road (#29) lived carpenter Pliney
Alden (1792-1877).

Although Mixter was the village's most prominant merchant, a number of other
residents followed the trade, including Marting Kinsey who built the house
Mixter first occupied in the area (#13) in about 1780. Joel Smith Marsh, who
operated a store selling English and West India goods until 1850, built the
area's most handsomely sited house, an ambitious Greek Revival house
overlooking the Common from the terraces to the west (#18). Also responsible
for a large house facing the Common (#24) was Ezra Ruggles (b. 1780), member
of one of the town's long-standing families, and also a public servant as
selectman and militia captain. He was succeeded in the house by his uncle,
innkeepr Daniel Ruggles, and by merchant Moses Smith (ca. 1802-1881) and his
widow.

Albert Knight (b. 1816) succeeded Jason Mixter as the village's primary
storekeeper in the middle of the 19th century. His new store was constructed
by 1858 as the area's second store, probably replacing the former store on the
west side of the Common and competing with the former Mixter Store. Knight
had served in both of these other establishments, in Mixter & Delano and its
successor Delano & Company, and was owner of the other parcel and/or building
where he built his gablefront house (#25 on Petersham Road). He served in
many town offices, including postmaster, town clerk, treasurer, justice of the

(continued)
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peace and representative. In 1870 Knight advertised himself as a dealer in
dry goods, groceries, hardware, boots, shoes, crockery, meal flour, paints,
oils, etc. Other retail establishments, including millinery, were located
here as well. By 1898 the building was owned by Timothy Paige, and was later
owned by the Goddard family, owners of the successor store nearby when it
served as a boardinghouse.

A final key commercial building that no longer survives in the village was the
cheese factory located at the north end of the village on Petersham Road. The
rise of productive dairy farming in the town was the second key economic
change wrought in the region during the early national period. The town was
located within a belt of communities that produced outstanding amounts of
cheese. This centrally located building served as a marketing center for
products from the surrounding farms. When the town was linked to
farther-flung cities by the railroad, this system was transformed, as more
perishable butter and finally fluid milk were sold. The cheese factory was
then transfonned into a creamery, and eventually the operation was relocated
to Furnace Depot and Mixter Farm.

In keeping with their roles as innovators, as mediators between the country
and the city, and as the towns' newly wealthy, the residents of the Common
area chose mostly large and ornamentally ambitious homes. Builders in the
1780s and 1790s chose the two largest housetypes for their homes, the two and
a half story center chimney house traditional to rural 18th century New
England, and the Georgian house popular among the rich and ambitious
throughout the colonies. Their choice of ornament was consistant as well.
Post-Colonial doorways were the first overt demonstrations of interest and
knowledge of urban architectural fashions that we can see in the town.

Federal detailing that followed these in popularity became even more popular
in the town at large as well as in the village. AIll but one of the town's
large fully articulated Greek Revival homes can be found within the village as
well. Although housewright's names are associated with the town's early
meetinghouses, this period also witnessed the emergence of full-time
builder-designers and later architects. The important Jason Mixter House (#12
on Barre Road) has been attributed to Abialbon Carter, believed to be a
brother of the better-known Elias Carter. This house is believed to have
introduced the new style and the important new gablefront form to the town.
Also distinguishing the mid-century was the broader use of stylish ornament,
on farms as well as village buildings, on small as well as large houses. With
the help of accessible builders' guides and pattern books, simple and
elaborate mantles, door surrounds and cornices were added to most new and many
old buildings during the period. As architecture increasingly became a method
of distinguishing townspeople as wealthy or poor, modern or traditional, town
or country dweller, the village was the chief location for the leading
architectural examples built by rich new businessmen and aspiring clerks and
professionals.

(continued)
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During this era of change, the theological views of the church members and the
town at large became increasingly divergent, bringing more discord to the
church. The church and parish found it increasingly difficult to hire and
maintain a minister that would satisfy the factions within the town and the
theology of the neighboring ministers. Repeated but unsuccessful attempts
were made to settle a minister after Rev. White's death. The next settled
minister, Thomas Holt (1762-1836) was plagued by difficulties meeting his
inflated expences with a salary that the town refused to raise. When he
called for a council or an honorable dismissal over the issue, the town
surprised him with the latter. Rev. William B. Wesson was ordained in 1805,
but was eventually forced to resign by the Brookfield Association of ministers
whose Hopkintonian views he was at odds with in 1824. Finally the minority of
the orthodox and trinitarians withdrew to form the First Calvinist Church,
taking with them the majority of Church members and all the Church records.
They purchased a lot near the Common and constructed a meetinghouse the same
year. The minority of Church members, the majority of the townspeople,
retained the old meetinghouse and held the views of the emerging unitarian
perspective calling themselves the Congregational Society. The majority's
numbers were diminished by this separation, as well as by the formation of
other religious societies in the town. After an unsuccessful attempt to share
the maintenance of a minister with neighboring communities, and brief services
by John M. Merrick and John Goldsbury, the Congregationalists united with
town's Universalists to build a new meetinghouse on the site of the old in
1841, then said to be "by no means equal to the former edifice in size and
general magnificence".

With the division of the town's First Parish in 1828, disestablishment in 1833
and the felt need for more office and meeting space, the Town meeting of
Hardwick voted in 1836 to build a Towmn House for $1500. The surplus federal
revenue funds distributed the next year were used to finance the project,

obviating additional taxation. It served as a general meetingplace for town
organizations and as the location of the high school prior to the construction
of a separate structure later in the 19th century. It remains in its original

use today. Another important elaboration of the town's municipal services was
the upgrading of the schooling and school houses during this period. The town
began to allocate funds for rotating schools in 1744, but nothing is known of
the slow process of adding separate school buildings to the town's school
districts and increasing the number of districts with the growth of the town
population. The date of the first school building in the village is not
known, but the brick District #1 School was the town's finest and best,
attended until the end of the 19th century. At the time of the construction
of this building in about 1835 there were nine other districts including a
high school meeting in the town hall. The town consolidated its ownership of
school houses in 1867. This school is presumed to have changed its use after
the construction of the Center Grammer School in 1900; in 1931 it is labelled
as a courtroom; it is currently the headquarters of the Hardwich Historical
Society.

(continued)
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Thus at the same time that ambitious residences were being constructed around
the Common, the institutional and commercial buildings of the town were
multiplying and taking the same Greek Revival forms. The new Calvinist Church
was built in 1828, and was joined by the school house by 1832, and Town Hall in
1837. The new Universalist Church replaced the old First Parish building in
1841, and the Calvinist Church was replaced by a fashionable Ital ianate
building in 1860. By the middle of the century the Common was surrounded by
these large, white buildings, with a full complement of building forms and
styles, and was well served by genteel and middle class services. Soon the
town turned their refining attention to the Common itself, as well as to the
burying grounds. Under the leadership of Joseph Ruggles Robinson the Village
Improvement Society planted trees and strove to achieve a park atmosphere in
these public spaces. In keeping with this goal, the Common was ornamented by
a monument to Civil War dead through the generosity of Col. Louis E. Granger,
whose family resided nearby on the site now occupied by the Library, and whose
father and brother died in the war. The cast metal design was provided by the
American Bronze Company of Chicago, Illinois. In 1911 another monument was
added to the Common, a marble temple fountain dedicated to benefactor Calvin
Paige, designed by the archictect, Stowe Phelps. Still the Common/Fairground
retained some of its early functional character for many years with the
presence of a small blacksmith's shop on the west side of Gilbertville Road
throughout the 20th century period of significance.

During the height of growth of the area in the middle of the 19th century, the
residents in the area were closely aligned through marriage, as residents
chose their partners from among their neighbors. Many of the interconnections
emerged from the marriages of the next occupants of the Warner farm. Warner's
niece Rachel and her husband Joseph Robinson (1782-1854) were the next to
cultivate the farm. Their son Elijah Warner Robinson lived at #22 and their
daughters married area residents and builders: Harriet Jane married first
William Browning, son of James of #21, while Sarah married Joseph Ruggles
Robinson, a distant kinsman, of #27. William died young and his widow Harriet
Robinson Browning married Albert Knight as his second wife. Knight occupied
#25 and built his store #7 in about 1850 and the two raised their children
together. Knight choose locally again when he married for the third time the
daughter of Pliny Alden. Knight's sister Mary Ann married Dr. Amon Orcutt and
lived at #11. William Browning's half-sisters also married locally, Lucy to
William Perry of #31, while Harriet married Harmon C. Spooner, who occupied
#25 after Knight. Harmon's uncle, Charles C, operated a store in the area
and built #11. His wife Anna Maria was the daughter of Lucy P. Trow and her
first husband Orin Trow, the owners before the Mixters of the farm at #270 on
Barre Road. Lucy's second husband was James Browning, also his second spouse,
and their children were William, Lucy and Harriet. The Warner farm was then
bought by Clark Paige, whose son Frazier Paige stayed in town on the farm and
married Albert Knight's sister Wealthy. Their daughter Fanny married Frank J.
Browning, son of William and Harriet Robinson Browning, and their son Timothy

(continued)
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married his sister Ellen Maria Browning. A large portion of area residents in
1870 can be accounted for in these interlocking circles, confirming the
pattern of compounded kinship networks of "those who stayed behind” in New
England hilltov®*ns in the end of the 19th century.

Agricultural Equilibrium in Hardwick

By 1870 Hardwick's era of agricultural expansion had passed, giving way to a
period of farm consolidation and the concentration almost exclusively on dairy
and fluid milk sales. Where scholars once focused on poverty and abandonment
during the late 19th and early 20th century, recent work has shown this
decline to have been an illusion. As farming practices and profitable produce
changed. New England farmers changed too, adapting by purchasing more land,
fertilizing and otherwise improving the land they owned and choosing new crops
and animals. In Hardwick this is confirmed by large milk sales, as farmers
specialized further within dairy farming, shifting from solid and preserved to
fluid sales, made possible by new railway connections to urban centers.
Wholesale facilities relocated to the rail stations while the village retained
only retail commercial activities. The development of textile manufacturing
at Gilbertville and paper manfacturing at Wheelwright, both along the Ware
River and the rail lines, meant that new construction within the town shifted
from the village and the surrounding farms to these new villages. Indeed in
Hardwick Village only three new buildings were constructed betv/een 1858 and
1898 and each replaced an earlier building.

An important pattern associated with these trends that can be glimpsed in the
same map of 1870 is the expanded holdings of certain families. Already the
Wessons owned multiple properties, including the family homestead on Barre
Road and its neighbors, #14 and #16, and the Hinkley-Granger House that
formerly stood on the site of the library. The Paige family, too, began to
purchase additional properties in the area. The family that came to own the
largest part of the village, however, was the Mixters. Jason Mixter's son
William still owned two Barre Road houses though he wintered in Boston
continued to serve the town government. His son George, and then his son
Samuel, greatly expanded the family's holdings in the town as they developed a
famous dairy and stock herd of Guernseys. The scale of the operation was
enormous; including at its height 300 head producing over 1000 quarts of milk
daily, and over 1000 acres of land. The high quality of their pure-bred stock
and the high butterfat content of Guernsey milk brought fame and respect to
the Mixter Farm and its products. The family owned all the Barre Road houses
with the exception of #16 during the early 20th century. In addition, they
owned the Ruggles House at #24 on Petersham Road and the Trow Farm next to the
east along Barre Road, which was rebuilt of stucco-covered brick tile as a
boardinghouse for farm workers (#270, the Mixter-Goodfield Farm). Outside of
the district the Mixters also owned the house known as Fox Run or the
Rice-Paige Farm on Paige Road, the main house of the Eagle Hill School on Old

(continued)
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Pet ersham Road, and a sunmer house, Boul derfield, of f Barre Road to the
southwest of Qd Furnace but since noved to North Road. In 1925 after the
death of George M xter, the prinmary famly nenber interested i ntheoperation,
and when the farm suraerintendant was hired anay and brother Sanuel tired of
it, the stock was sold. The great auction yielded over $250,000 and attracted
breeders and dairy farners fromacross the country. After the sale thelarge
dairy barns behind the Wrner-Pai ge Farmwere taken down. The farm acreage
was rented for a tine until 1937 when Chester Goodfield rented a |arge portion
of the land. Wth the boarding house and its associated barns asits
centerpiece, he rebuilt the largedairy barn after a fire, and then purchased,
in 1955, a 450 acre portion of the |arger acreage. Hs son and grandson
Egerate the dairy farmtoday, with a herd of Quernseys, Ayershires and

i steins.

The presence of the large M xter farmoperationwas inportant to the |arger
econony of the town, as farns were already consolidated and had reached their
naxi numcarrying level for the soil and topographic conditions of the town.
The farm had |arge | abor requirenents; for the constant task of mlking,
feeding and noving the nany cows; maintaining the buildings and fences;
growing feeds, and processing and transporting the mlk. Town residents, wo
were [oath to take enploynent inthe textile mlls inGilbertville or the
paper mlls in Weelwight, could find work i n sone capacity for the Mxters.
The presence of these nultiple enpl oynent opportunities neant that the town
experienced sone growth inthe early 20th century, neaning additional
residences inthe village areas. ese new houses continued the pattern of

| arge hones for service workers, and included [arge two and a half story
houses in the persistant Georgian configuration. Dr. Mron Davis built his
Pet ersham Road House, #26, in place of tw smaller residences about which
little is known, while storekeePer Bmans built his large related house around
the corner fromhis store on Gilbertville Foad, #17. Addison Marsh built a
gabl efront house on Ruggles Hill Road, #36, but the builder of the foursquare
on Petersham Road, #30, i s unknown.

Expansi on and upgrading of the area's public buildings also continued into the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The village becane the |ocation of the
first town high school in 1870, a Victorian Gothic building. The town added a
modern prinary school, the Central Ganmar School, in 1900, constructed froma
design provided by the firm Peters and Rce. The best-known nenoer of this
firm Arthur Vllace Rce (1869-1938) was trained at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and in Parisianateliers; he returned to Bostonin
1896 and entered a partnershipwith WlliamC Peters. This school is the
early work of a firm better known by their later nane, Parker, Thonas, & Rice,
constructing commercial bl ocks in Boston and suburban hones for the weal thy.
The rear extension nay be 1931 addition/renovation of playroons and classroons
desinged by TE Madigan of Vdre.

(conti nued)
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After the high school burned in 1905 and the town decided to rebuild in
Gilbertville, the Paige family made a generous donation to fund the
construction of the present Classical Revival library the following year. The
Paige Memorial Library was constructed on an important corner position in the
center village. The town had a subscription library as early as 1802, but it
soon disband and its collection dispersed. Later, in the 1880s, a group of
women renewed the effort, and by 1898 it was housed within the town's high
school. The town conmissioned Gay and Proctor, architects, to provide the
building design. Joseph P. Gay and William Proctor practiced out of Boston
between 1895 and 1945. Other examples of their work include residences and
apartment buildings in Boston, Brookline and Salem; they were also associated
with the Robert Treat Paine House in Waltham. Other examples of their work in
Hardwick include the Wheelwright School and the Wheelwright Social Club.
These 20th century public buildings' plans are preserved at the State Archives
among the Public Safety documents. A new store was built to compete with
Knight's successors in about 1896, the last in a long sequence of stores to be
located in the village. Like the others it served the joint function of
store, post office and gas station. Herbert Emmons ran the store until 1921,
followed by Harry Bungham until 1950, L.F. Blackmer until 1953 and Wayne
Goddard until the late 1970s.

The legacy of the Paige family in the town intensified during this same
period. Calvin Paige (1827-1909) made a fortune in California with his
brother Timothy, selling mining supplies during the gold rush. At his death
his estate was valued at over 6.5 million dollars and he used a portion to
honor and serve his home town. He bequested four funds to the town: $100,000
to form the Paige Agricultural Fund, $30,000 for the maintenance of the Common
and the cemetery, and $25,000 each for the Center School and the Universalist
Church. The Paige Agricultural Fund had probably the greatest impact on the
town, calling for assistance in the diversification of agricultural practices
in the town, the revival of the fair, and as later administered, the
establishment of the Farmers Co-operative. The Fund briefly owned an
experimental farm on Ruggles Hill Road, purchasing the Billings House, #19, on
Gilbertville Road, near Greenwich Road, where the Fund and co-op manager
lives. Mixter's store was the home of the Farmer's Co-operative for many
years and, after a fire ca. 1936, a replica was constructed. It then was
known as the Calvin Paige Building and served as a town meeting place. More
recently the co-op moved to larger facilities on the Lower Road.

The efforts of these wealthy families can also be credited with the early
efforts at preservation in the town of Hardwick. Few towns were served as
well by their town historian as was Hardwick by Lucius Robinson Paige. Born
in Hardwick in 1802, youngest son of Timothy and Mary Robinson Paige, Paige
was educated in the town and at Hopkins Academy in Hadley. He was ordained as
a Universalist minister in 1825, and served in Rockport and Cambridge before
ill health made him limit his activities. A resident of Cambridge, he

(continued)
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regularly published theological tracts and subsequently received a Masters
degree from Harvard in 1851 and his doctor of divinity from Tufts in 1861.
Most relevent however, are his efforts as a local historian, begun as the town
approached its bicentennial in 1839. Paige patiently transcribed the fragile
records of the First Church as well as of the town meeting. Beginning with
gathering information on his own town ancestors, he eventually compiled an
extensive register on a large number of town families. Displaying an
exceptional interest in social geography, he keyed families to homesteads as
well as more short-term residences and linked this register to physical
locations, and in many instances standing structures or cellarholes, in the
town. While at work on these ambitious schemes he also researched Cambridge,
publishing a History of Cambridge in 1877. His efforts on behalf of the town
of Hardwick culminated in the publishing of the History of Hardwi(:k.... in
1883, recently reprinted for the town's 250th anniversary. Paige's efforts
were important to the town's preservation efforts in several ways: townspeople
had ready access to reliable information about town properties, standing and
not; rare town and church records were recognized for their historical
potential and preserved; and most importantly, an exceptionally high standard
of scholarship was set for subsequent historians to emulate.

While Paige focused on a literary embodiment of the town's past, others
focused on its material culture. As in so many communities of rural
Massachusetts, much of the survival can be attributed to the remarkable
preservation power of depression-era poverty. Early 20th century building
came to a halt and with it demolition, replaced by abandonment and minimal
maintenance in many properties. In this atmosphere, the passion for
"modernizing"”, bringing with it varying degrees of alterations to historic
fabric, was a rare occassion. In the district, in fact, alterations were in
many instances accomplished with a comparatively high degree of attention to
that historic fabric. One family with the means to conduct lavish remodelling
efforts, the extensive Mixter clan and their summer resident associates, did
in fact do so, in the spirit of more is better and with the period convention
of salvaging elements from other properties. The many Mixter-owned properties
underwent renovation and the full extent of alterations conducted at this time
is still not known exactly. As mentioned in the description of district
properties, panelling was added from other buildings, circulation patterns
were "improved", and views, lighting and ventilation were brought into keeping
with 20th century elite conventions. The craftsmen who undertook this work,
attributed in most cases to Ellis Barnes, Patrick Carroll and the Romanowski
brothers, demonstrated over and over a willingness to closely follow existing
fabric in their alterations, if their clients so desired.

As Paige stimulated interest in town history, several generations of well
informed and helpful local historians followed in his footsteps. In 1965 the
Hardwick Historical Society acquired the District #1 School house, a move that
provided space for collections as well as a new use for the surplus town

(continued)
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property. Prominant town families, including Paiges, Mixters and other early
residents' descendants, donated furniture, glass, ceramics, kitchenwares,
tools, books, manuscripts, scrapbooks, photographs, drawings and even town
records, to form a rich and useful body of research materials. Since the late
1970s interested townspeople have gathered together to study and record the
resources of their town, including the early steps of preparing an inventory
of historic resources. The late 1980s saw a revival of these efforts, when a
newly constituted Historical Commission began the work that includes this
evaluation work. The Commission successfully received from the town meeting a
budget of $10,000 to complete a comprehensive inventory with the help of a
professional architectural and social historian and this work was completed in
1989 by the author. With the financial assistance of the Massachusetts
Historical Commission and the Ware Community Development Department, which
administers the housing rehabilitation work for the town, the Commission was
able to take the next step in preservation planning with the selection of key
town villages for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The
town's response to these efforts has been positive and the profile of the
Commission raised in the conmunity. Hardwick also has an extraordinary number
of contemporary knowledgable local historians who have immeasurably assisted
and inspired the author. The expression of interest by outsiders and the
renewed and heightened interest in the town's history has encouraged them as
wel 1.

The Hardwick Village area has experienced little intrusion or alteration in
the post-War period. No new buildings have been constructed within the
bounderies designated here, focusing instead in areas at the village's edges
and therefore excluded from the district. The largest concentration of new
structures is along the west side of Petersham Road, where the town has added
its new garages, salt storage and fire stations, and where a modern gas
station is located. These form the northwest border. The greatest change
made to any building after the period of significance is the conversion of two
barns to residential use, adding needed residential space to the area with no
substantial alteration to streetscape or massing. Indeed the alteration of
carriage houses, barns and sheds into garages has been accomplished with
sensitivity to massing, demonstrating the community's long-standing respect
for this cultural resources.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of the prehistoric occupation in Hardwick are poorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area can
provide valuable insights on settlement and subsistence models for
interior/headwater Connecticut River drainages as well as potential
information on trade within that area and possibly socio-political boundaries.

Historic archaeological remains described above could fall into two broad
categories. The features related to former structures within the village,
providing structural remains or evidence of construction methods and form,
would add to scholarly understanding of the area's vernacular architecture.
Because the former buildings are primarily dated to the 18th century they are
exceptionally rare and would contribute to knowledge of modest residential
forms of the period, as well as of earliest residential forms in the region.
Information on mid-18th century public buildings of the period is even rarer
and examination of early meetinghouse and tavern sites would be very
significant. Data about shop and outbuildings exists almost exclusively as
part of the archaeological record. Features related to the daily functioning
are especially important (so-called occupational features like privies, trash
pits, and sheet refuse), and with the features related to the expanding data
available on daily life in these historic periods. Ongoing archaeological
examinations by OIld Sturbridge Village in the center village of nearby West
Brookfield and earlier investigation in Bare Four Corners would provide
excellent points of comparison for any sites and/or features in this area.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Village of Hardwick Historic District are shown on the
attached assessors nap. They correspond to the property |ines of the parcels
with the follow ng exceptions: lots of over six acres were divided toinclude
only the house yard rather than field portions by draw ng |ines of convenience
or by including portions of large and nerged parcels that were visible on the

nap

Boundary Justification continued

The boundaries of the Village of Hardw ck Historic District were drawn to
include itsnost conpact portion adjacent to the Gxmen, and extending alon
the intersecting roadway tothe visual and functional edges between clustere
settlement, newconstruction, and farmand. [tincludesthe o
conmon/ neet i nghouse site, the current sites of subsequent nunicipie buildings
and of clustered period residential buildings. The boundary on the north side
of the village on Petersham Road corresponds t othe beginning of nodern

muni ci pal burldings onthe west side and the current cenetery on the east.

The boundaries tothe northeast on F\Ug%es Hill Road, tothe south on

G| bertville Road, and t othe west on Greenw ch Road correspond to the

begi nning of nodern construction at these edges of the villages. The boundary
to the east on Barre Road i s narked by the property line of the working dairy
farm and t othe beginnings of open parcels and roadway.
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VILLAGE OF HARDWICK, HARDWCK MA National Register District Data Seat pate 2

Map # MHC # Name Style Date Status
Greenwich Rced
19 19 Billings-Paige Fund House & Barn Greek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
20 20 Bridges-Morton House & Barn Greek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
21 21 James Browning House & Shop/garage Federal btw. 1832-58 C
22 22 E. W. Robinson House & Barns Greek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
Petersham Road
24 24 Ezra Ruggles House and Carriage House Italianate ca. 1810 C
25 25 Knight-Spooner-Paige House Greek Revival ca. 1830 C
Garage NC
26 26 Dr. Nlyron Davis House & Carriage House Craftsman ca. 1895 C
27 27 Joseph R. Robinson House & Barns btw. 1858-70 C
28 28 Hammond House Federal by 1832 C
29 29 Tyler-Alden House & Barn 18th century ca. 1780 C
33 33 Paige Memorial Library (Qassical Revival 1906 C
30 30 house & garage Qaftsnan after 1898 C
31 31 William A. Perry House Gthic btw. 1832-58 C
32 32 Parker-Aiken House, Barn, Geek Revival by 1832 C
Garage NC
Ruggles Hill Road
9 9 Emory B. Foster House Geek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
271 * Wheelwright Shop btw. 1858-70 C
34 34 James M. Riddle House & Barn Greek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
35 35 Waldron-Sherman House & Barn Greek Revival btw. 1832-58 C
H H Addison Marsh House Craftsman ca. 1910 C
37 37 Center Grammar School Classical Revival 1900 C
272 * Kendall House Post-Colonial ca. 1790 C

C- Contributing
NC- Noncontributing

Resource Totals:
69 Contributing Buildings
6 Noncontributing Buildings

B- building
OB- object

87 Resour ces

- structure
S- site

4 Contributing Stes
6 Contributing Structures
2 Contributing (bjects
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

October 17, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find the follow ng nom nations:

Hraw ck Village Historic District, roughly Petersham Barre, G eenw ch,
Ruggles Hill and Gilbhertville Roads, Hardw ck (Wrcester County),
Massachusetts 02137;

Gilbertville Historic District, roughly Main, Church, Hgh, North, Broad and
Bridge Streets, Hardw ck (Wrcester County), Massachusetts 01037.

There have been no owner objections for the propertieslisted above.

The nomnations have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QGaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neetingand
\é\ere afforded the opportunity toconment. Nbo comments have been received to
ate.

Sincerely,

ith B MDonough
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commssion

Encl osure:
cc: Claire Denpsey, Consultant

Chai rperson, Hardw ck Historical Gonm ssion

M assachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. y\2VKmo\x®, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



