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The Bow Street District i sconprised of seventeen buildings i na densely settled,

ol der section of theCity of Somerville. Thedistrict i samxture of religious,
muni ci pal, commercial, andresidential buildings which exemplify the atmosphere
and character of Somerville'snost prosperous eraof econonic devel opment, thelate
nineteenth century. Thestructures i nthedistrict include both brick buildings
with granite trim andcl apboard buildings with brackets and other details typical
of thelate nineteenth century.

he of thehighlights of thedistrict i stheProspect Hill Congregational Church,
designed by Henry S MKay i n1887. Responsible for having thechurch built were
H P. Hood, whose original dairy was situated i n Somerville, and John North, owner
of theNorth Packing Conpany i nCanbridge (thelargest meat packing operation east
of Chicago). Conpleted theyear after architect H H Richardson died, thechurch
shows t hecharacteristic features of t heRi chardsoni an Ronanesque style: rounded
arches andsem -circular forms, theuse of polychrony, anda square tower at one
corner. Thebrick building i strimmed with rusticated granite which i sused along
the ground level andfor thearches, lintels, sills, string course, and transons.
The arched entranceway contains short, stylized Doric colums oneither side which
support a slightly recessed arch within thelarger arch. Thew ndows are primarily
| eaded gl ass (with sone stained Sjlass) andareset with deep reveals. The square
hell tower totheleft of theentrance rises toa pyramdal roof. Thetower has
enbedded i nit aturret andgranite pilasters which continuevisually as undul ations
in thetower roof. Ontheinterior, themin auditorium situated onthe second
floor has an open, mahogany trussed ceiling anda circular seating arrangement.

Typical of theresidences i nthedistrict i sthelanbert House (1879) which i s one
of sixremaining fromthenineteenth century "Doctor's Row" Theasymmetri cal

plan, massing,and roofline aretied together with horizontal andvertical "stickwork"
which frames t hew ndows. Thefront entrance has a transom supported by posts and
finely detailed knee-braces. There arefront and back second-floor porches. The
deep eaves ar e supported by brackets, andt hethree gables andsi x dorners are
further articulated with scroll work andvertical board and batten. The two chimeys
have corbelled and panelledbrick detail. Theinterior of thehouse alsohas

fine craftsmanship and materials i nits nmahogany panelling, tile fireplaces, and
stained glass w ndows.

The First United Methodist Church (1856-74) defines theedge of thedistrictin

its location at thecurve of BowStreet. Thebrick Gothic Revival churchi s
accented v/ith granite which appears onthebuttresses, sills, andfoundation. The
first floor openings are segnental pointed arches, andt heupper ones are |ancet

in form Thew ndows ar e |eaded, dianond-shaped stained glass. A steeple, which
once reached ninety feet, was renoved after it was damaged i nt hehurricane of 1938.

The SomervillePolice Station (nowused as a Boys' Club and American Legion Post) was
built i n1874 and was one of thefirst projects of thenew y-charteredCity of Soner-
ville. Thedetailed brickwork, paired wi ndows, segmental-arched lintels, andnow

di sassenbl ed mansard roof indicate sone later Italianate andSecond Enpire influence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The BowStreet Historic District i ssignificant for itsstrong comunity of
nineteenth century mxed-use buildings, itsremaining early thoroughfare, itsrole
in the American Revolution, and it sensuing inportance as a center of Somerville's
devel opnent .

Somerville's settlement began i n 1630 when a branch highway (cart track) was
built, extending from Union Square "along t hesoutherly side of thetown and
curving around across the westerly portion tili tjoined theroad t oMnotony."
(This is nowBowStreet, Somerville Avenue, and El mStreet.) A 1740 map shows
that t hefewbuildingsi nthearea were clustered around BowStreet, thus indi-
cating itsearly inportance asthecenter of t hecomunity's devel opnent.

"Charl estown Lane" (BowStreet and Somerville Avenue) was wel | -travel edduring
Revolutionary times, andthe district played anational role i n1775. Q0 April 18,
1775, Paul Revere "started out across Charlestown neck . . . and up Canbridge

Road (Washington Street) bent onskirting Somerville's hills tothesouth, heading
up Milk Row (Somerville Avenue) and over Lexington Road."

Somerville was also the first town traversed bythe British ontheir wayt oLex-
ington and Concord. They stopped at t hehouse of Henry Adans on BowStreet for
water (at thesite of thepresent Methodist Church), then proceeded up Charlestown
Lane ont olexington. Union Square near BowStreet wasthesite of their retreat
and of several small skirmshes with the colonists, nowknown ast he "Skirm sh

of M|k Row "

Bow Street took its "bowed" form by skirting marshland toitssouth. Between 1830
and 1850, Milk Street continued straight through into Union Square, replacing

Bow Street asthe main thoroughfare. Thus a spatial integrity andvisual rhythm
have been allowed t opersist, with fewnodern intrusions t odisrupt the streetscape.

The first street railway i nthe Boston area began just before theCivil War, and
ran between Harvard Square i n Canbridge and Union Square i nSomerville. Street
railway transportation thrived and opened up Somerville as a prime location for
peopl e working in downtown Boston. Somerville becare referred toproudly as the
"city of homes." | twasduring this period that BowStreet became known as "Doctors'
FRow" Doctors Wite, Wiite, and Couch, t hefounders of Somerville Hospital, nade
their homes and offices on BowStreet. Mre than a dozen doctors had thriving
practices there, and a nunber of physicians arestill located there.
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#7 - Description;

Anot her building which serves todefine thedistrict i stheFaulkner Apartment

Bl ock. This handsone Federal Revival structure was built before 1900 and its
crescent shaoe reflects thecurve of theoriginal seventeenth century road.

The brick building has granite sills and lintels and granite keystones i n the
brick arches over thethree entrances. The recessed doorways have sinple fanlights
and arethree steps above ground level. Beneath thepaired windows on the third
story thebrick forms an interesting checkered pattern, projecting fromthe
building surface by several inches. The white shutters have been added i nrecent
years.

#8 - Significance

The Police Station on Bow Streets stands as one of thefirst building projects
of thenewy chartered city of Somerville. The police headquarters were noved
to a newer building i n1932, and t heoriginal building i scurrently being used
by theBoys' Club and t he American Legion.

In terms of twentiethcentury devel opment, with many buil dings on Somerville
Avenue having undergone maj or destructionor defacing. Bow Street has remained
a relatively well-protectedpocket of nineteenth century buildings. Alongi t
one finds a comfortable m xture of fruit markets, dwellings, churches, apart-
ments and shops.
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#8 Significance

The architectureof theBow Street District represents a valuable
record of theperiod of Somerville's greatest growth, the late
nineteenth century. A variety of stylesare represented
Romanesque Revival, stick style, mansard, Gothic Revival,

Queen Anne — which provide an important document of con-
struction i nthelast quarter of thenineteenth century. The
Doctor's Row grouping on thesouth side of Bow Street i sa fine
collection of stick style cottages, and other buildings such

as t he Faul kner Apartment Building aredistinguishedby their
curvilinear design, reflecting thebend i nBow Street. MWhile
sone of thebuildings, such as Henry S MKay's Prospect Hill
Congregational Church, were designed by professional architects,
others illustrate fine vernacular work of theperiod. As a
whole thearchitectural integrity of thearea remains intact,
and thedistrict represents one of thebest late nineteenth
century groupings i na city which has undergone many changes

and alterations.
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1. Prospect Hill Congregational Church, 1887

17 Bow Street
2. Lanbert House, 1874
26 Bow Street
3. Orcutt House, 1874
30 Bow Street
4, Robert Sanborn House, 1874
34 Bow Street
5. S N Plumrer Residence, 1874
36 Bow Street
6. Market Building
38- 40 Bow Street
7. "The Ri chnond", 1892
33-37 Bow Street
8. First United Methodist Church

Intersection Wesley Park, Summer Street, Bow Street

9. Crunbl e House, 1874
42 Bow Street

10. E C Munn House, 1874
46 Bow Street

11.  Faul kner Apartment Bl ock
39- 49 Bow Street

12, Somerville Police Station, 1874
50 Bow Street

13.  Arnol d House, 1874
56 Bow Street

14,  Bow Street Hotel, c. 1900

58-68 Bow Street, 365-379 Somerville Avenue

15. 25-29 Bow Street
16. 21A and 23 Bow Street
17. 19 and 21 Bow Street



















































EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

MRS. MAUREEN S. MILLIARD S.LESTER RALPH
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MAYOR

October 15, 1975

Dear Somerville Resident/Community L eader:

Mayor S. Lester Ralph and the Somerville Historical Com
mission are pleased to send you this copy of Union Square Revisited.
Tills booklet, a brief history and suggested walking tour, is a by-T)roduct
of research done this summer in nominating buildings in that area for
the iJational Register of Historical Places.

V& hope youare inspired totour Union So uare as veil as
otuer sections of Somerville, nmore aware of architectural cluesto
Somerville's history.

Sincerely,

Historical!Projects Coordinator

ALL AMERICA CITY
SOMERVILLE.MASS.









































































































Gmmonweal th of Massachusetts Office of the Secretary

Massschusats Higorical Commisson

29 \dshi ngton St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108  (617) 727-8470

11 Decenber 1975 yA
REKHEVED

M. Ward Jandl DRC 22 1965

Revi ew Uni t

National Register Office AATIONAL

National Park Service REGISTER

S Department of thelnterior
18th and C Streets, NV
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Jandl:

In answer t oyour telephone request today for further information on
the architectural significance of theBow Street District i n Somerville,
Massachusetts, | amenclosing a Continuation Sheet with an elaboration
of this point.

It yourequire further information, please do not hesitate t ocontact ne.

Sincerely yours.

s\rudy D Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure
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