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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Arizona
COUNTY:

Yuma
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

[lliiiil

Old Presbyterian Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Mcave Indian Presbterian Mission Church

STREET AND NUMBER:

Second Ave. (NE1/4 of NE1/4 of NW 1/4. Section 23,T9N,R 2QW
CITY OR TOWN:

Parker Zip 85344
STATE

Arizona 04
COUNTY:

*uma 027

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSH.P STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

n District X~l Building

D Site rj Structure

D Object

EX Public

D Private

D Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

D Occupied
If-i ii • j ft-l Unoccupied
i— i D . i ED Preservation work

in progress

Yes:
XD Restricted•ê ->
D Unrestricted^

< — 1 ^°

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 I Agricultural 

[~~1 Commercial 

Q Educational 

ED Entertainment

| | Government

f~l Industrial

ED Military

ED Museum

I I Park

| | Private Residence

Q Religious

ED Scientific

ED Transportation

CS Other (Specify)

TLQM-

ED Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Colorado River Indian Tribes
STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 1, Box 23-B
CITY OR TOWN:

Parker
||||;|i|i|||||i||||i||:i|||||||||i;:;

Arizona u

Arizona

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Colorado River Indian Tribes Reservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 1, ^ox 23-B
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Parker Arizona 04

Tl TL.E OF SURVEY:

none known
DATE OF SURVEY: Fed State CourityjV L ^ LovceH

^
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION

(Check One)

d Excellent S Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated

(Check One) 

n Altered jX| Unaltered

n Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

HI Moved [3§ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally, the Mission occupied a site of ten acres which 
had been set aside in the records of the -Bureaji of Indian 
Affairs as "Church Reserve" status. The ten acres has been 
returned to the Colorado River Indian Tribes. 
The actual historical site occupies approximately two and 
one-half acres of the original reserve.
The structure is constructed of timbers and plastered adobe 
brick. The timbers were from an earlier building which 
stood on the reservation, a_ school. The timbers had been 
carried up the Colorado Aliver by steamer prior to 1877. 
The building itself is extremely simple and unpretentious. 
It has a length and width of ,43 feet and 24 feet, respective 
ly. Five windows on each side of the church are double hung 
types with sills and trim af wood. A louvered opening at the 
rear (west) end of the church serves as a ventilating device

The roof structure is a simple saddle type with a b£l£ry of 
wood located at the east (front) end. A brick chimney rises 
above the roof to the south of the belfry. 
In plan, the Church is a rectangle without wings. The in­ 
terior is basically one room. At one time, there existed 
in the rear of the Church a residence for the Indian minis­ 
ter, but this 'has been removed.

The building is structurally sound. However, vandals have 
broken out the glass in the windows and marred the exterior 
with paint.

rn 
rn
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | CD l°th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEts) (It Applicable and Known) 1917
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [ | Education [ [ Political 

j | Engineering 

| | Industry 

| | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

I | Literature

(P] Military 

n Music

Q Prehistoric

|C] Historic 

[~~{ Agriculture 

|~1 Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

[~~| Communications 

| | Conservation

g Religion/Phi, 

losophy

I | Science

| | Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

[~| Theater

| | Transportation

j | Urban Planning

D

:A
y

lit
TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

u
ID

a:
H-

LJLJ 

LU

The Mojave Mission is severe, in architectural style; it 
represents no vestige of a building type which once was 
numerous over the landscape. There are certainly better 
and older examples of atiojbe structures t^rou^hout the 
State of Arizona. Therefore, the Mission is not being 
nominated for any of these reasons.
It is being nominated as an element which influenced the 
lives of the Mojave Indians and which playe3~an~impbrtaht 
part of the Country's early Indian policy. Its signifi­ 
cance lies within the "historic aboriginal" and the 
"religion/philosophy" areas of significance.

On prn 28, 1907, the Presbyterian Church made its first 
contact with approximately 500 Mojave Indians living at 
the Colorado River Agency near Parker, Arizona. In 1909, 
a Moiave boy with -Bible school training, Randall Booth, 
was secured to take up the work of missioning at Parker 
and in 1910^ a crude mission of mud and stick was erected. 
On oeptemBer 17, 1912, a council was held with the Parker 
band of Indians and Araquath, a i^ojave chief. The purpose 
of the meeting &as to request the Federal government to 
approve a church allotment in order to erect a new and 
permanent building at the Agency. This request was granted 
and a school building at the Agency was purchased by the 
Presbyterian Board of Missions to provide materials for 
the "new" church. The second church for the Mojave Indians 
was organized and in the summer of 1917 the building was 
completed. The mission served not only as an instrument 
of Christianity but also as a community center which was 
the heart of Tribal activity. All this ocurred before the 
formation of the Colorado River Indian Tribal Souncil 
which was jiade possible by the Indian Reorganization Act 
of 1934.

The ten acres on which the Old Presbyterian Church is lo­ 
cated has been set aside by the Tribal ^ Ouncil for use 
as a historical monument and park. The entire ten acres 
of the proposed park is nominated to .the National Register,



1. Minutes of the Session of the Mo nave Presbyterian Church
April 8, 1903 through March 15, 1914 ,by~ Ai;
first Presbyterian missionary to the Indians 
rado River Indian Reservation 

2. Letters and Reports sent by the Agents of tl
ver Reserve Agency, microf
India.n Tribes Library 

3. Letter to the Session of th

Cfea G. Bdgar, 
3 of the "Colo-

le ^olora^do Ri-
ilm copy at the Colorado iViver 

e Parker Valley United Presbv-
terian Church, September 30, 1969 from vvallcice Edgar

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C 

————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— f
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 34° 6' 48 " 114° 18' 52" 
NE 34° g' 43 - 114° 1S - 44-
SE 34° 6' 42 " 114° 18' 44" 
w "34° 6 ' 42 " 114° 10' 52"

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
I DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
j OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • *

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPER-TV: T_Q 3Q2?@S '

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o »

.--..

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 6*O:uJ^O>iRI^S ,-

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

, '•& * J", CODE

*^° ^ Ll-j
<"^\^\^<\ ' ' CODE

S>^\3XV1 ,-^'
C'^"f .-'••^': CODE

--••--.-- -v\vv
. : ! 'Y -"""'* CODE

NAME AND TITLE: ^^ f^ prepare d ^y D.H. Hall, Hus euro director 8/2£ 
EobpTt, iMnlc, iiistnric ^>it p tS Preservation Qif^^^^

ORGANI ZATION

Arizona St.at.p PprVc; Board
STREET AND NUMBER:

____ 1 68R West Adams —————————— , —————————————
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix
^^M^Mi^^MMM^^i^Wl^^iP^^li

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [J State Q Local \3f

Title State Parks Direct >r

M l(/t*l 1Date ft ' ' / j j*

STATE

Arizona

[DATE 

10/9/TO-

CODE

04

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office .of Archeology and Historic Preservation

%flfW o trt""M

Date

ATTEST:

(/V ^Keeper oi"tfh£ National Regjstet 

Date /HAS/ ^*^ "fit
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OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Old Presbyterian Church
uounty, AZ

Nomination/Type of Review

County change from Yuma
to LaPaz County - Approved

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group
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NFS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82)

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

OMB Wo. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87

Page

Correction to Old Presbyterian Church, listed 6/3/71

Previously listed as being located within Yuma County, this property is now 
located in La Paz County. The La Paz County code is 012.

This change is the result of the creation of La Paz County, which became a 
separate entity from Yuma County on January 1, 1983.

Signed
Donna J. Schober
Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer


