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In the fall of 1839, Capt. Wm. G. Dana, grantee of the Nipomo
Grant, began the building of the Dana Adobe known as Casa de Dang
The house was of 13 rooms, very large for that time. The Adobe
stood on an elevation, facing the east, and overlooking the
baronial acres of the New England sea captain.

The Adobe was second in size, only to Mission San Luis Obispo
de Tolosa, and was the stopping-place of all travellers. Mentiorn
is made of this in the early histories of the area and of Capt.
Dana' hospitality. :

A (Us,\v,
Of the two rooms which project:out in the:reary on either
\hﬁJV“S1de of the adobe, one was used for a carpenter shop and black-

e smithing and the other for a wedVery and store. Candles and soayq
were made at the adobe. The thrifty New Englander supplied his
own people, the neighboring ranchos,” and the missions of La
Purisima and Santa Ynez.

The adobe is now owned by the San Luis Obispo County Histor-
ical Society. The building is uninhabited with no public access|
The lovely grounds still contain many of the original trees and
shrubs. Though a new roof was put on under the chairmanship
of Miss Ruth Paulding and several other repairs made, the
historic building is much in need of repair and restoration. The
only reason that this is not done is because the Historical
Society lacks the funds to do so--not because of lack of interest
or knowledge.

Over the years the adobe has been the victim of: terrible
vandalism. The HiStorical ‘Society has attempted to reduce this
activity through the use of a permanent caretaker on the property
This proposal has failed, however, for there is no source of
water on the property - two wells have  been dug - and attempts
made to acquire more land in order to gain water, both have failed
Without a source of water on the property it is impossible for the
site to be occupied. Vandals therefore, continue to annihilate
the site.

SNOITLONALSNI

Recently the historic adobe was offered to the County as a
rest stop. The County has now included the adobe in the Recre-
ation Element of the General Plan (adopted February 1968) as
an hlstor1ca1 portion of a proposed Roadside Réststop and infor-
, ma%ibn center along U.S. Highway 101. When the County formulates
B plams\for restoration of the building the Historical Society hopes
rtlﬁ’w111 be with their advice. Several grandchildren of Captain
Dagg ‘are available locally for consultation for authenticity.
ok .
 '?“”” The. -Department of Architecture at California Polytechnic
 ICollege in San Luis Obispo is very interested in the architec-
tdral and historic value of the building. One architeclial group
has measured the entire building and forwarded the information
to the Library of Congress.

338



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[ Pre-Columbian|
7] 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] 16th Century
1 17th Century

[ 18th Century
X 19th Century

] 20th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal
[ Prehistoric
E’ Historic
& Agriculture
B Architecture
O Art
[[] Commerce
Communications

[T} Conservation

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Education

{71 Engineering

K] Industry

[ Invention

[ Landscape
Architecture

O Literature

O Military

] Music

&l Political o
[C] Religion/Phi.

losophy
[ Science

Sculpture

B 0O

Social/Human-
itarian

Theater

X0

X Transportation

[ Urban Planning
M thev (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

or three weeks.

riders,

sack of mail.
journeys.

Obispo),

are: John C. Fremont,

pouches at Casa de Dana.

Obispo and Santa Barbara:
thence 21 miles to Los Alamos,
Ynez Mission, then to Refugio and then on to Santa Barbara.

of the wrecked ship, Edith,

The Casa de Dana served an extremely important function in
the development of early California.
and services to local and nearby ranchos and missions.
the goods and services supplied were carpentry, blacksmithing,
candles and soap, woven goods and a store.

The Adobe supplied goods
Among

Captain Dana's adobe was the stopping-place of all
travellers and tales of its hospitality are recorded inmany of
the early histories of the area.

Important personages of the time who were entertained there
Edwin Bryant, Mayor Teschmacher and Capt.
Halleck (later to become a General), and the Captain and crew
the latter group remaining for two

Of additional historic interest is the fact that the ma11
from Northern and .Southern California exchanged mail
They spent ‘the night under the
hospitable roof of the adobe and then returned to their

original starting point the next day, carrying ‘the newly exchanged
They.were.given fresh mounts for their homeward

The adobe was one of four stopping places betwwen San Luis
Casa de Dana (24 miles from San Luis
thence 20 miles to Santa

R
,«\ R‘{XX"‘ X 1 ‘~.,\,
- 3&? ) )

-.'




History of San Luis Obispo County, 1883 - Myron Angel

San Luis Obispo County and Environs,

1917 Annie L. Morrison

"Parade of Our Golden Years"

» 1963

"Thirty-two Adobes of 0ld Adobes of Calif."

- Louisiana Dart

,» by Isabel Lopez de
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Norma Dengler - Associate Planner

ORGANIZATION DATE

Planning Department - County of: San.Luis Obispo- - July 6, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: "

Courthouse Annex

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

California

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this propertykfor inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated accot'di.ng to the criteria and prdcedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

Local

e

National

Name
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Title State Liaison Officer

Date August 3, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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