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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1893 the Chicago, -Rock Island and Pacific system completed a railroad
_line"tnro 1incotn,~During the Same year, the building now being
nominated to the National Register was completed for use as a passenger
depot by this railroad system. The building was begun in October, 1892,
and the grand opening of the depot was celebrated on May 7, 1893. The
building is located on its original site at the northwest corner of the
junction of this railroad line with "0" Street, Lincoln's main street. The
present appearance of the depot is virtually identical to the original
~ appearance - - few alterations having been made to the building over the
years. The walls are composed of red sandstone and brick, and several
contiguous roofs of various shapes and dimensions project upward Trom the
‘Tow, bracketed eaves. o T e o

- The Rock Island system discontinued its passenger service through Lincoln
several years ago. Although the Rock Island continues to use its Lincoln
trackage for transporting freight, the depot structure was sold by the
Rock Island to. the City National Bank of Lincoln in 1968. During the
following year, the bank invested considerable money in repairing and
partially restoring the depot exterior and converting a portion of the

- interior into a drive-up banking facility. This facility, a branch bank
known as the “Citibank Depot Drive-up," celebrated its grand opening on
June 23, 1969, Exterior alterations made to the building in 1969 include
the removal of wall paint through sandblasting and the installation of new
roofing material. The remodeled bank interior retains (and capitalizes on)
much of the original decor and includes many railroad furnishings obtained
from other old Nebraska depots, including a potbelly stove from the
Chicago and North Western depot at Exeter and a waiting room bench from
the Burlington depot at Wilbur. In 1970 a portion of the interior unused
by the bank was converted into rental space now occupied by a gift shop.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN{FICANCE -

Early railroad stations are rapidly disappearing in America - - and
Lincoln's Rock Island Depot, despite its modest scale, is viewed as

one of Nebraska's finest remaining examples of nineteenth century
railroad architecture. The building is also viewed as a Finé Tocal
example of the Francois I (or Chateauesque) style of architecture, as
introduced to America from France in the late nineteenth century and
reinterpreted and popularized by Richard Morris Hunt and other
architects. Few_exterior alterations have been made to the depot since
its construction in 1892-93." The building was partially restored and -
adopted to new commercial uses in 1969-70 and stands today as one of
Nebraska's most successful examples of a “living" restoration project.
During the original construction of the depot, Eugene Woerner of Lincoln
served as general contractor. While it is known that plans for the
building were prepared under the direction of Chief Engineer R. W. Day
of the Rock Island 1ine, it is unclear whether Day shouid appropriately
be referred to as the architect of the stucture. o
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