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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thayer Public Library i s located i n a mixed area of c i v i l , commercial and re s i d e n t i a l 
buildings. The 36'x58' one story, rectangular building i s site d on about one acre 
of simply landscaped grounds- The Renaissance Revival styl e structure has a slate 
hipped roof and two chimneys. The brick masonry walls r i s e from a continuous, 
finished granite b e l t above the granite foundation, corners are quoined, and the 
deep eaves and moulded cornice are supported by granite consoles r i s i n g from a 
continuous narrow granite stringcourse. "". 

The three bay wide facade faces east and i s dominated by the center entry. The 
paired doors are topped by a m u l t i - l i g h t transom and set w i t h i n a round arch with key 
and boss i n spandrels. The entrance i s framed by projecting p i l a s t e r and a triangular 
projecting pediment. The f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s are interrupted by three rusticated blocks 
and set upon high bases. . •-, „ ..j 

Fenestration on the facade consists of paired, double ti e r e d 2/2 sash framed by 
granite p i l a s t e r and segmental arch with key and boss i n the spandrels. The top 
pair of windows are cut to f i t the arch. Fenestration on the side elevatiions consists 
of a single double t i e r e d 2/2 sash and framed by the same granite p i l a s t e r and arch 
as the facade. • , ... . , ^ . ,,. 

The rear elevation is" four bays wide. The two end bays are composed of paired 2/2 
sash set on top of longer paired 1/1 sash. Above these f l a t arched windows are single 
width round arches with granite key f i l l e d now with b r i c k . The center bays are com­
posed of narrow, single round arched 2/2 sash set above, on the north a long 1/1 sash, 
and on the south a m u l t i - l i g h t transom and door reached by a steel staircase running 
against the bu i l d i n g , i n the p a r t i a l l y exposed basement are four simple segmental 
arched openings now boarded over. 

The i n t e r i o r plan is composed of a central h a l l which i s flanked by two i d e n t i c a l 
rooms and leads to the main room i n the rear h a l f . Only one i n t e r i o r room remains 
substantially unaltered and contains o r i g i n a l marble mantel, window shutters, moulded 
c e i l i n g cornice and vaulted c e i l i n g . Original f i n i s h i n the other rooms has been 
removed. 

The end bay windows on the rear elevation have been replaced by the present paired 
configuration; the central bay windows have been replaced by a door. 

•v.-: 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1873-74 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hammatt and Joseph E. B i l l i n g s 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thayer Ptiblic Library i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture and as the f i r s t public 
l i b r a r y i n Braintree. 

Thayer Public Library was designed by Hammat and Joseph E. B i l l i n g s , lhe B i l l i n g s 
brothers were we l l known designers i n New England i n the mid-19th century and often 
collaborated. Joseph designed many of the early structures at the Charlestown Navy 
Yard as w e l l as Grace Episcopal church i n Lawrence. Hammat i s known for the old 
Boston Museum, the National Moniament t o oior forefathers at Plymouth, the o r i g i n a l 
College Hall at Wellesley College, and for the e a r l i e r canopy over the Plymouth Rock. 
He was also an a r t i s t and book i l l u s t r a t o r . , - i * : >••« 

The Braintree P\iblic Library and t h i s b u i l d i n g were the r e s u l t of the generosity of 
General Sylvanus Thayer, a Braintree native and r e t i r e d o f f i c e r of the Army Engineers. 
Thayer also endowed the Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth and the Thayer 
Academy of Braintree. Thayer donated $10,000 to the town for construction of a 
fire p r o o f structure f o r the l i b r a r y . He also lent the town another $10,000 and gave 
an additional $10,000 for support of the i n s t i t u t i o n . 

After Thayer's death, the a f f a i r s of the new free public l i b r a r y were directed by his 
f r i e n d , the Braintree lawyer, Asa French. French had control of the property transferred 
to the trustees and arranged appointments to insure that they would always be dominated 
by appointments of the Thayer Academy. For over 80 years, the town of Braintree sup­
ported the l i b r a r y , although the town did not own the building or hold f u l l c o n t r o l . 
The town gained t i t l e i n the 1950's when a larger building was b u i l t elsewhere as a 
l i b r a r y . Since then, t h i s building has been used as offic e s for the municipal water 
department. 
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ENTRIES IN.THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE M^SACHDSETTS 

Date Entered JUL 2 1 1Q7R 
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Half Way House 

First Parish Church 

Capron House 

Newell Farm 

Locke, Capt. Benjamin, House 

Hawthorne Class Studio 

^^lliayer Public Library 

i 
-t 

7.. 
I 

• Location 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Duxbury vicinity 
Plymouth County 

Attleboro 
Bristol County 
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Essex County 

Arlington 
Middlesex County 

Provlncetown 
Barnstable County 

Braintree 
Norfolk County 
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State Historic preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Coiiimisslon 
294 Washington Street 
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