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Thayer Public Library i slocated i na mxed area of civil, commercial andresidential
bui I dings. The 36'x58" onestory, rectangular building i ssited onabout oneacre
of simply landscaped grounds- The Renaissance Revival style structure hasa slate
hi pped roof andtwo chimeys. Thebrick masonry walls rise froma continuous,
finished granite belt above thegranite foundation, corners arequoined, and the
deep eaves and noul ded cornice aresupported by granite consoles rising froma
continuous narrow granite stringcourse.
The three bay wide facade faces east and i s domi nated by t hecenter entry. The
paired doors aretopped by amulti-light transomand set within around arch with key
and boss i nspandrels. Theentrance i sframed by projecting pilaster anda triangular
projecting pediment. Thefluted pilasters areinterrupted by three rusticated bl ocks
and set upon high bases. . .-, o o

Fenestration ont hefacade consists of paired, double tiered 2/2 sash framed by
granite pilaster andsegmental archwith key and boss i nt hespandrels. The top
pair of windows arecuttofit thearch. Fenestration ontheside elevatiions consists
of asingle double tiered 2/2 sash and framed by t he sane granite pilaster and arch
as t hefacade. -, . . , N

The rear elevation is" four bays wide. Thetwo end bays ar e conposed of paired 2/2
sash set ontopof longer paired 1/ 1sash. Above these flat arched wi ndows are single
width round arches with granite key filled nowwith brick. Thecenter bays arecom
posed of narrow, single round arched 2/2 sash set above, onthenorth a long 1/ 1sash,
and onthesouth amulti-light transom and door reached by a steel staircase running
against thebuilding, i nthepartially exposed basenent arefour sinmple segnental
arched openi ngs nowhboarded over.

The interior plan i sconposed of a central hall which i sflanked by two identical
roons andleads tothemin roomi ntherear half. Only oneinterior roomremins
substantially unaltered and contains original marble mantel, wi ndow shutters, noul ded
ceiling cornice and vaulted ceiling. Original finish i ntheother roons has been
removed.

The end bay wi ndows ont herear elevation have been replaced by the present paired
configuration; thecentral bay wi ndows have been replaced by a door.

oV.-.
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Thayer Ptiblic Library i ssignificant for itsarchitecture and as thefirst public
library i n Braintree.

Thayer Public Library was designed by Hammat and Joseph E Billings, [|heBillings
brothers were well known designers i nNew England i nthem d-19th century and often
collaborated. Joseph designed many of t heearly structures at t heCharlestown Navy
Yard as well as Grace Episcopal church i nLawence. Hammat i s known for the ol d
Boston Museum t heNational Mnianent t ooior forefathers at Plymouth, the original
Col l ege Hall at Wellesley College, and for t heearlier canopy over thePlymuth Rock.
He was also an artist and book illustrator. , SR ee

The Braintree Pliblic Library and this building were theresult of thegenerosity of
General Sylvanus Thayer, a Braintree native andretired officer of t heArny Engineers.
Thayer also endowed t he Thayer School of Engineeringat Dartmouth and t he Thayer
Acadeny of Braintree. Thayer donated $10,000 t ot hetown for construction of a
fireproof structure for thelibrary. He also lent thetown another $10,000 and gave

an additional $10,000 for support of the institution.

After Thayer's death, theaffairs of thenew free public library were directed by his
friend, theBraintree |awyer, Asa French. French had control of t heproperty transferred
to thetrustees and arranged appointments t oinsure that they would always be domi nated
by appointments of t he Thayer Acadeny. For over 80 years, t hetown of Braintree sup-
ported thelibrary, although thetown di dnot ow thebuilding or hold full control.

The town gained title i nthel1l950's when a larger building was bhuilt elsewhere as a
library. Since then, this building has been used as offices for t hemunicipal water

depart ment.
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