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1. Name

historic Spaulding Block

and/or common Same

2. Location

Sreet & number 141-"MA43 Main Street

For HCRS use

recaived
NV 3 19D
date entered

EE3 r

not for publication

city, town Webster vicinity of congressond didrict  Second
state Massachusetts code 025 county  Worcester code 027

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture
y building(s) X private unoccupied A commercial
structure both work in progress educational

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment

object in process X yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial

no military

4. Owner of Property

name Guy Laverdiere

dreet & number Upper Gore Road

city,tonn  Webster, vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of deeds etic. = Worcester County Registry of Deeds

Srest & numba 2 Main Street

city, town Worcester,

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

State

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

M assachusetts 01570

sae M assachusetts

titte Inventory of the Historic Assets of hasthis propety bean determined eegible? yes no

t he Gormonveal th

date 1979 federal

depogtory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

citytown 294 Washington Street, Boston,

State

county local

M assachusetts 02108
State



7. Description

Condition Checic one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered X original site
good ruins atered noved date
X far unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located onthe north side of Main Street, onel ot east of Davis Street, in\bster's
central business district, the Spaulding Bl ock i s arectangiilar plan conneicial

bl ock whi ch covers most of itsnarrowlot. Theblock's facade (south elevation) i s
built out to the sidewalk, the west elevation faces anarrowalley, the north ele-
vation has anattached one-and-one hal f story wooden shed facing arear court, and
the east elevation is concealed by a closely built (but not connected) wood-frane
structure. The Spaulding Block is athree-story brick buildi ng, the rear portion of
which (901 of the structure) wasbuilt in 1866, while the facade was added i n 1897.

The facade i s symretrical, having two store fronts with paired center entries at

the first stor}/; al though nowcovered with nodemmterials these store fronts are
framed at the facade's conmers by two iron piers viiichrise to anetal com ce. The
facade's uEper sl;ories are faced with a Fl emsh bond of red brick stretchersand

bl ackened headers; trinmmngs are of dressed |inmestone. Fenestration of the second
and third stories is identical, each containing a central w ndowof paired 6/1 sash
set inaquoined surround wtli an arched head; each central wndowis flanked by two
recessed bay w ndows, each of which is nade up of three sets of 9/ 1sash, A steep
gable with alinestone copi n% rises above the third story; centered onthe gable is

a W ndow nade up of four eight-pane casenents.

The west elevation rises froma base of rock-faced granite above which the wall is
faced with coomon red brick, except for the elevation's southernnost bay where the
bri ckwork matches that of the facade. Fenestration is asymetrical; all w ndows
(except as noted) consist of &6 sash set in anundecorated brick surrround with a
granite sill ad alowirched head. ' At the first story, near the building's north-
west coner are three w ndows separated by a doorway and by a six-pane [ight, both
of which have rectangular granite lintels. [Irving fromnorth to south at the second
story, there are four w ndows, a three-sided oriel V\indow(§9/1 sash) and tw nore

W ndows; at the third story there are seven unevenly spaced w ndows. At the roof

Is aprojecting brick com ce.

The rear (north) elevation is symetrically arranged and contains a shingle-covered
addition with a shed roof at the basenent andfirst story; above, the second story
contains five w ndows, the third story four wndows and the gable tw w ndows, al |l
ti)den|t(ica| to the wndows of the west elevation. Thegable is triimed with aprojecting
rick comce.

The east elevation isnot fully visible, former wndows have been bricked over, but
retain their arches and sills. Alterations to the block since its 1897 enlargenent
have b(feen mnimal and are confined to nodemmaterials applied to the building's
store fronts.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- . communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1866, 1897 Bui | der/Architect Unknown

Staterment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Spaul ding Bl ock possesses integrity of design, location and materials as well

as historical associations with several local businesses and fratemal organizations.
Now the ol dest brick conmercial building extant i nVébster, the Spaul ding Bl ock i s

the product of two periods of construction. |n 1866, the largest portion of the
bui | ding was constructed, a three-and-one half story block of sinple Italianate/
utilitarian designwth |owarched w ndow heads, rock-faced granite trimand, perhaps,
a facade of pressed red brick. 1n 1897, the original facade was renoved, an addi-
tion of approximately 10' depth was nade, and the current late Queen Anne/ Tudor
facade was constructed. Faced with a Flemsh bond of red and bl ackened bri cks,

this facade retains recessed hay w ndows, quoined w ndow surrounds and a hi gh

central gable with a stone coping; the only significant alterations to the building's
1897 design are the coveringof original store fronts with nodemmaterials.

Built for Gyrus Spaul ding, the Spaul di ng Bl ock originally housed Spaul ding's hardware
store, a business which had been founded by Spaul di ng's father, Erastus, I n 1834.
The bl ock al so housed the jewel er' s shop of John Hnds unti| 1894 (ground floor),

the printing office of the Wbster Tines after 1867(§se_cond story), the \ébster
Masoni ¢ Lodge (third story) andthe Vbster Sigel Lodgej a late nineteenth century
Gernan-Anerican fratemal organization. |1n 1902, the gpaul ding Bl ock was soldt o
Rosebr ooks ~ Gunmangs Who mai nt ai ned Spaul ding' s hardware business until 1928, after
which it was operated by Wite's Hardware Gonpany until 1978, when the business

cl osed permanent|y. The Spaul ding Bl ock i s one of the fewrenaining structures
which reflect the [ate nineteenth century conmercial character of Railroad Square.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Leavens, Charles. Notes on theHistory of Wbster, Vol. |I. at Wbster Public Library
The Veébster Tinmes. Cctober 1866; July 6, 1873.
Assessor's Records. Vebster Town Hal | .

10. Geographical Data ACREAGE HOI mm

Acreage of nominated property 6, 000 square feet
Quedrange nare Webster L]Vl N]- \Ez@m . 1:25000

UMT References QuadrangTe !
LKkIJ 1261 216,d 14]6]5]9 0| 30|
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
CL_L oLd I lellel T TTTII
JoL F R
GLL 3-J. iJ H J J L

Verbal boundary description and justification _ _
nom nated property includes only that |and and bui |l di ng shown on Vébst er Assessor's

Mp #1, Block F, Lot 8

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

date oode ocounty ocode

state ocode oounty code
11+ Form Prepared By

Richard W. R. Dery §8 B.R. Pfeiffer, Webster community ueveiopmem:
nameftite for Candace Jenkins, Evaluation Director

oganization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae July 1930
dregt & nurbe 294 Washington Street telephone (617)727-8470
dgty ortomn  Boston state  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state i*:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlvby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature/

fitle Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commision date

For HCRS use only
I herebycertify that this propemivis Incltfiediin the National Register

1 date
Keeper of fhi& National Rewistar Pt

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 B35
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE

Date Entered

Naae

Hol yoke Canal Systea
Tack Factory, The

Eddy Bl ock

Vt er Shops Arnory

@unn and Hubbard Bl ocks

Spaul i ng Bl ock

Shunnay Bl ock

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte
Honorable Gerry E Studds
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and

NR  Byers/bjr/1/6/81

For further information, please cal

ilv3SY\CirJSETTS

Location

Hol yoke
Hanpden (ki uuty

Norwel | vicinity
Plynmouth County

\ébst er
Wrcester County

Springfield
Hanpden County

Springfield
Hanpden County

\ébst er
Wrcester County

\ébst er

Wor cester County

state Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Patricia L. Weslowsk

Esacutive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \Wshington Street

Boat on, Massachusetts 02108

the National Register at (202)343-6401.



