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1. Name of Property 

State Almshouse a t Monson, State Primary School a t Monson, Mass. H o s p i t a l 
historic name f o r E p i l e p t i c s 

other names/site number Monson Developmental Center ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 

street & number ?.nO S t a t e A v e n u e 

city or town Mnn.qnn 

_N0not for publication 

N/E] vicinity 

state Ma.q.qaphi ispt- t-s COde_MA_ county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01069 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 13 norhination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
^ meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property t>e considered significant 

I nationally Q statewide [ 3 locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additioneU comments.) 

Jfgn̂ ure of certifying officiaimtlejujjith *iB. McDonoughD^'® Execut ive D i r e c t o r 
^I55sachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. ( G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 

" ( ^ „a Mat!en;-1 i t e ^ j s t e f I hereby certify that the property is: 

Bentered in the National Register. 
G See continuation sheet. 

G determined eligible for the 
National Register 

G See continuation sheet. 

G determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

G removed from the National 
Register. 

G other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Monson Developmental Center 
Name of Property 

Hampshire County, MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

G private 
Q public-local 
S public-State 
G public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one tiox) 

G building(s) 
0 district 
G site 
G structure 
Q object 

Nunrriser of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

A6 20 

6 

7 8 

59 28 

buildings 

sites 

Structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Ma.ss. State Hospitals & State Schools 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
In the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
l-llstoric Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

HKAT.TH TARE/HOSPITAL; mental hospital 

EDUCATION; state primary school 

AGRICULTURE: storage, f i e l d , animal  

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

DOMESTIC ; almshouse 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
HEALTH CARE/HOSPITAL: mental h o s p i t a l 

VACANT 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials <• 
(Enter categories from instructions) v - (Enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th 5, ?nth ^^^rUr^lf^ - C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s , foundation f i e l d s t o n e , g r a n i t e , concrete 
C l a s s i c a l Reviva ls 

walls JrcLck. 

t T.ate 19th & 20th American - Craftsman 

Other - U t i l i t a r i a n 

wood - s h i n g l e , c lapboard 

roof stone - s l a t e , asphal t 

< \ Other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

m y \. • -Cf 
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DESCRIPTION 

Location/Surroundings: The 671-acre Monson Development Center campus 
\ i s s i t e d immediately south of the Palmer town center and the 

Massachusetts Turnpike/State Route 32 interchange. Route 32 runs east 
of the campus and provides access v i a H o s p i t a l Road. The tra c k s of 
the Vermont Central R a i l r o a d p a r a l l e l Route 32 and pass through the 
northeast corner of the campus. The Quaboag River forms p a r t of the 
campus boundary, w h i l e Chicopee Mountain and Bald Peak d e f i n e i t s 
eastern and western edges. The campus i s centered on a narrow v a l l e y , 
which i s t r a v e r s e d by Upper Palmer Road. The o r i g i n a l s i t e was 185 
acres, and the campus had reached close to i t s present extent by the 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century. Major land purchases were made i n 1898 and 
1903 w h i l e the f a c i l i t y served as the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r 
E p i l e p t i c s . 

Site/Landscape: The Annual Report of 1898 described the charms of the 
s i t e thus: 

. .. ( i t i s ) a b e a u t i f u l s i t e , shaded by an o l d growth of elms and 
maples, on a h i l l s i d e overlooking one of the most picturesque 
v a l l e y s of the Commonwealth. The farm of two hundred and t h i r t y 
acres can be made very productive." 

I n a c t u a l i t y , the s i t e was selected f i r s t f o r i t s p r o x i m i t y t o water 
sources and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , second f o r i t s f e r t i l i t y , and f i n a l l y f o r 
i t s beauty and views. The requirement f o r water was f u l f i l l e d by the 
Quaboag River and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s , w h i l e the need f o r r e l i a b l e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was met by the Vermont Central Railroad, which cut 
through the northeast corner of the campus. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , the v a l l e y provided f e r t i l e s o i l s t o support the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s t h a t were an important component of the 
treatment program and campus economy u n t i l the mid-t w e n t i e t h century. 
The o r i g i n a l 185-acre core of the campus was noted as hard and rocky, 
but l a t e r a d d i t i o n s were more produc t i v e . That o r i g i n a l core i n c l u d e d 
the 155-acre farm of Gideon Merrick, as w e l l as a d j o i n i n g lands owned 
by Mr. Fay; i t was p a r t of one of the town's f i r s t land grants, t o 
David K i l l i a n (Moulton 1960: 108). .„ , ,».-̂  ' v-i .., • 

• •• ''"'^yy -. 

t . 
The o r i g i n a l farm group was s i t e d opposite (W) the present 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g (#44) on the east bank of the t r i b u t a r y , and 
was l a t e r moved northward t o i t s present l o c a t i o n near the confluence 
of the Quaboag. Several t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y farm b u i l d i n g s (#21-28) 
s t i l l stand, although many are i n severely d e t e r i o r a t e d c o n d i t i o n , and 
open f i e l d s (#85) remain along the east bank of the t r i b u t a r y . Two 
other, and perhaps e a r l i e r , barns (#37, 39) remain i n b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n 
on H o s p i t a l Road. 

(continued) 
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H i l l s i d e s i t i n g provides dramatic views f o r many of the extant 
b u i l d i n g s devoted t o p a t i e n t s and s t a f f . The main b u i l d i n g group i s 
loc a t e d southeast of Palmer and Ho s p i t a l Roads on a steep s i t e t h a t 
climbs the lower northwestern slope of Chicopee Mountain. This area 
i s accessed by a loop road t h a t incorporates the e a r l i e r Macomber 
Road. Development i s concentrated a t the n o r t h end, near H o s p i t a l 
Road, where the o r i g i n a l 1850s almshouse stood. The r a t h e r haphazard 
s i t i n g of b u i l d i n g s r e f l e c t s the long and v a r i e d h i s t o r y of the s i t e . 
Although the landscape appears t o have evolved r a t h e r than t o have 
been designed, pleasant grassy areas are o f t e n formed between 
b u i l d i n g s . I n some cases, these are t r e a t e d as playgrounds. Mature 
t r e e s , e s p e c i a l l y hemlocks, cedars, arbor v i t a e , and white pines are 
pl a n t e d along the roads and around many of the b u i l d i n g s , a c t i n g as 
windblocks and h e l p i n g t o c o n t r o l erosion. A stone w a l l remains along 
the southern end of Macomber Road, which i s also l i n e d by mature white 
pines. 

A secondary b u i l d i n g group, c o n s i s t i n g of the former Superintendent's 
House (#2), a group of s t a f f bungalows (#4-11), and a c h i l d r e n ' s 
colony (#15-19) are loc a t e d t o the west on Upper Palmer Road. Behind 
them, an extensive wooded area r i s e s sharply t o Bald Peak. Much of 
t h i s area was developed t o supplement the h o s p i t a l ' s e x i s t i n g 
a g r i c u l t u r a l component i n the f i r s t h a l f of the 20th century. 
Remnants of t h a t use remain i n several f i e l d s , and the s i t e s of former 
a g r i c u l t u r a l colonies (#12, 83, 84), as w e l l as one extant d w e l l i n g 
(#3). Some f i e l d s , shown on h i s t o r i c maps, have r e v e r t e d t o woodland. 
Bald Peak Road r e t a i n s the character of a narrow, unpaved c a r r i a g e 
road l i n e d by overarching t r e e s . P r i v a t e a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s are 
s t i l l very much i n evidence i n the v a l l e y , south of the campus. 

B u i l d i n g s : Although the s i t e was i n i t i a l l y developed by the s t a t e as 
an almshouse i n 1852-1854 and served as the State Primary School 
throughout the l a t e nineteenth century, i t s present masonry and 
wood-frame b u i l d i n g s date p r i m a r i l y from i t s conversion t o the 
Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s i n 1895-1898. Most of the 
b u i l d i n g s are two- t o t h r e e - s t o r y , r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s e x h i b i t i n g 
elements of the popular Craftsman or Co l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s . The 
older Craftsman-style b u i l d i n g s are g e n e r a l l y s i t e d on the r i d g e of 
Chicopee Mountain a t the eastern edge of the campus. Macomber Road, 
which runs through the center of the main b u i l d i n g group, i s l i n e d by 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e b u i l d i n g s . Several 
mid- t o l a t e - t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g s , which are g e n e r a l l y l a r g e r 
i n scale and s t r i p p e d of d e t a i l , occupy the western and southern 
perimeters. ^ 

Support/maintenance s t r u c t u r e s , which are g e n e r a l l y b r i c k , and the 
wood-frame farm group are l o c a t e d t o the n o r t h . Some of these are 
be l i e v e d t o date t o the e a r l y almshouse/primary school p e r i o d . The 
s t a f f bungalows (#4-11) and former Superintendent's House (#2) on the 

(continued) 
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west side of Upper Palmer Road are the only other wood-frame b u i l d i n g s 
of note. The steepness of the s i t e creates f u l l y exposed basements on 
one side f o r many of the b u i l d i n g s and has l e d t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l s , most notably the high g r a n i t e block w a l l (#75) behind 
the main k i t c h e n (#66). This i s i n the l o c a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l 
almshouse b u i l d i n g , so i t i s tempting to speculate t h a t i t may be p a r t 
of t h a t foundation. Nevertheless, i t s appearance i s s i m i l a r t o the 
foundations of several e a r l y 20th century b u i l d i n g s , so i t probably 
dates t o t h a t p e r i o d . 

I n t e g r i t y : B u i l d i n g c o n d i t i o n s range from e x c e l l e n t t o extremely 
d e t e r i o r a t e d or completely gone. I n general, b u i l d i n g s i n the l a t t e r 
category are l o c a t e d on the west side of the campus. On the east 
side, many of the older p a t i e n t wards and s t a f f d o r m i t o r i e s have been 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i t h new 1/1 sash, concrete handicapped access ramps, 
e l e v a t o r s h a f t s , and i n t e r i o r improvements, w h i l e others have simply 
been w e l l maintained. To the west, the former Children's Colony 
(#15-19), the former s t a f f bungalows (#4-11), and a former farm colony 
d w e l l i n g (#3) behind the well-maintained former Superintendent's House 
(#2) have been neglected to the p o i n t where p r e s e r v a t i o n seems 
u n l i k e l y . A recent (1993) f i r e has s u b s t a n t i a l l y damaged one b u i l d i n g 
i n the Children's Colony. The farm group (#21-28) i s also l a r g e l y i n 
r u i n s . Major b u i l d i n g losses include farm colonies (#12, 83, 84) i n 
the v i c i n i t y of Bald Peak Road, and the former Men's Asylum (#41). 
There are no b u i l d i n g s t h a t appear t o predate s t a t e ownership. The 
landscape s e t t i n g f o r b u i l d i n g s remains r u r a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l , 
although some of the f i e l d s have received new b u i l d i n g s and some have 
r e v e r t e d t o woodland. 

Representative buildings are described below: 

Central Group: Macomber Road 

#44: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g (1898; f i g u r e #2) 

The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g i s a r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e of simple 
r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n r i s i n g three s t o r i e s from a high basement w i t h 
g r a n i t e w a t e r t a b l e t o a s l a t e h i p roof w i t h pedimented dormers and 
chimneys. I t i s trimmed w i t h b r i c k quoins t h a t r i s e from the 
w a t e r t a b l e to the second-story b r i c k b e l t c o u r s e . A double-leaf e n t r y 
w i t h fan and s i d e l i g h t s i s centered on the three-bay west facade where 
i t i s p r o t e c t e d by a one-story Tuscan porch. At the second s t o r y , the 
en t r y i s surmounted by an o r i e l , r e c a l l i n g b u i l d i n g s a t Taunton State 
H o s p i t a l (see form). Windows are segmentally arched and c o n t a i n 2/2 
sash. The b u i l d i n g i s four bays deep. 

(continued) 
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#42, 50: Berkshire and Hampshire (1899-1900; f i g u r e #2) - ' " ' ' 
Berkshire and Hampshire are probably the d o r m i t o r i e s shown f l a n k i n g 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g on the Bird's Eye View of 1900 ( f i g . 2 ) , 
although the arms of t h e i r H-plan are considerably s h o r t e r than i s 
shown, extending by only one b r i c k wyeth on the south. They are two-
s t o r y , r e d - b r i c k b u i l d i n g s enclosed by s l a t e gable roofs w i t h boxed 
cornices above b r i c k entablatures. Door and window openings are 
segmentally arched. Inconspicuous e n t r i e s are lo c a t e d on the side 
e l e v a t i o n s . The ten-bay west facades are centered on four-bay 
pedimented cross p a v i l i o n s . The cross p a v i l i o n s and wings c o n t a i n 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e o c u l i i n t h e i r pediments. A recent 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n added new 1/1 window sash, e l e v a t o r towers between the 
n o r t h side wings, and concrete handicap ramps a t the southwest 
corners. 

#51: Wayside (1906-1907) 
Clough (#41) and Wayside were also i d e n t i c a l wards t h a t f l a n k e d 
Berkshire and Hampshire. Clough has r e c e n t l y been demolished and 
replaced by Alexander Lolas Memorial Park. Wayside i s a r e d - b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g whose long, 26-bay rectangular mass i s broken i n t o three 
p a r t s by gabled cross p a v i l i o n s t h a t extend n o r t h t o embrace the main 
e n t r y , and south as rear e l l s . The t h r e e - s t o r y v e r t i c a l mass i s 
s i m i l a r l y d i v i d e d w i t h the f i r s t s t o r y t r e a t e d as a basement set o f f 
by a g r a n i t e w a t e r t a b l e . I t i s enclosed by a s l a t e gable roof w i t h 
chimneys and v e n t i l a t o r s . Segmental-arch windows w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s 
c o n t a i n new 1/1 sash. O r i g i n a l e n t r i e s have been replaced by a f u l l -
l e n g t h porch between the n o r t h wings. Oculi are lo c a t e d i n gable 
f i e l d s , w h i l e the n o r t h cross p a v i l i o n s are defined by quoins and 
f i r s t - s t o r y r u s t i c a t i o n . Clough and Wayside were constructed as 
d o r m i t o r i e s f o r "excited" p a t i e n t s . 

#70: Quabbin (1902) 
Quabbin was constructed as a Nurses' Residence soon a f t e r Monson was 
converted t o the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s . Like many 
other b u i l d i n g s of t h a t p e r i o d at Monson and elsewhere i n the s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l system, i t i s constructed of red b r i c k and di s p l a y s elements 
of the Craftsman and C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i s 
one of the most i n t e r e s t i n g on the campus. B u i l t on a rect a n g u l a r 
p l a n w i t h a l a r g e rear e l l a t the southwest corner, i t r i s e s 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s from a high b r i c k foundation w i t h g r a n i t e w a t e r t a b l e t o an 
overhanging s l a t e h i p roof w i t h exposed, carved r a f t e r ends. Two 
v e n t i l a t o r s are centered on the roof r i d g e . Five h i p - r o o f w a l l 
dormers are evenly spaced across the nine-bay f r o n t and rear 
e l e v a t i o n s , w i t h one on each of the three-bay side e l e v a t i o n s . Windows 
w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s and splayed l i n t e l s c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. The 
symmetrical west facade i s framed by two bay cross p a v i l i o n s and 
contains the main e n t r y , which i s p r o t e c t e d by a one-story, six-col\amn 
Tuscan porch w i t h balustrade. The large nine-by-three-bay rear e l l i s 
p u r e l y C o l o n i a l Revival and i s s i m i l a r t o 193 0s b u i l d i n g s constructed 

(continued) 
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elsewhere i n the s t a t e h o s p i t a l system. I t r i s e s three s t o r i e s from a 
h i gh basement set o f f by a molded b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e t o a h i p r o o f . A 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d e n t r y w i t h a l a r g e f a n l i g h t i s centered on the south 
e l e v a t i o n . Windows, w i t h cast-stone s i l l s , c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. 

#43: Quaboag (1930) 
Constructed as a Male Attendant's Home, the C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e 
Quaboag i s s i m i l a r t o contemporary b u i l d i n g s at other campuses. I t i s 
a fifteen-by-one-bay, r e c t a n g u l a r - p l a n s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s three 
s t o r i e s from a h i g h foundation w i t h molded wat e r t a b l e t o a s l a t e h i p 
r o o f . A recessed e n t r y w i t h a fan and s i d e l i g h t s i s centered on the 
east facade. Windows w i t h cast-stone s i l l s and f l a r e d b r i c k l i n t e l s 
c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. ,. 

Western Ridge ^ 

#68, 69: Hampden and H i l l s i d e (1900; f i g u r e #2) 
These two adjacent Craftsman-style b u i l d i n g s form another i d e n t i c a l 
p a i r . Both are eight-by-four-bay, r e c t a n g u l a r - p l a n s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
r i s e two s t o r i e s from g r a n i t e foundations t o overhanging s l a t e h i p 
r o o f s w i t h exposed carved r a f t e r ends. They are constructed of red 
b r i c k . Windows w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s and l i n t e l s c o n t a i n new 1/1 sash. 
E n t r i e s , which are centered on the south e l e v a t i o n s , both d i s p l a y 
recent b r i c k porches and concrete handicap ramps. They o r i g i n a l l y 
served as p a t i e n t cottages. 

#67: Bavpath (1900) *• 
Constructed at the same time as Hampden and H i l l s i d e , Baypath shares 
many of t h e i r f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g g r a n i t e foundation, r e d - b r i c k w a l l s , 
s l a t e h i p r o o f w i t h carved r a f t e r ends, and windows w i t h g r a n i t e 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s . I t i s a l a r g e r twelve-by-six-bay b u i l d i n g , 
constructed on an H-plan w i t h b r i c k e l l s extending northward and ..„ 
screened porches t h a t c o n t a i n the e n t r i e s on the south. I t has also •. " . 
been r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i t h single-pane sash. I t o r i g i n a l l y served as a ' '; 
p a t i e n t cottage. ' 

#71: Ledges (1900) .• •«•- . x-. •«-.-«.. .- ... ^ 
The five-by-three-bay Ledges shares many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w i t h i t s ^ 

A: contemporaries described above, i n c l u d i n g g r a n i t e foundation, red-
.1 b r i c k w a l l s , s l a t e h i p roof w i t h exposed r a f t e r ends, and windows w i t h 

g r a n i t e l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The e n t r y w i t h a simple wood-frame porch 
i s centered on the east facade. Windows conta i n the same new 1/1 
sash, and a concrete handicapped-access ramp has been added on the 
south side. I t o r i g i n a l l y served as a p a t i e n t cottage. 

#65: Personnel (1908) * 
This Craftsman-style b u i l d i n g was constructed as female s t a f f housing * 
and i s the only wood-frame b u i l d i n g on t h i s p a r t of the campus. I t i s 
a a simple s h i n g l e - c l a d s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a h i g h 

(continued) 
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f i e l d s t o n e foundation to an overhanging h i p roof w i t h carved r a f t e r '•••'''y''' 
ends. 

South End 

#72, 73, 74: Valleyview, Longview, Hodskins (1930, 1932, 1949) 
These are three s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t on the double-Y p l a n t h a t -v. 
became popular i n the 1930s f o r i n f i r m a r i e s . A l l are r e d - b r i c k 
s t r u c t u r e s enclosed by gable r o o f s w i t h c e n t r a l cupolas. They face 
west over the valley and display center entries with varied Classical A 
R e v i v a l - s t y l e surrounds. 

Valleyview and Longview r i s e one s t o r y from h i g h basements, w h i l e the 
l a t e r Hodskins i s two s t o r i e s . A l l have been r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i t h the 
1/1 sash seen on many of the other b u i l d i n g s . v -. 

#53: Buckley (1957) 
Buckley i s one of the few large-scale modern s t r u c t u r e s t h a t were ^ , 
constructed i n the post-World War I I p e r i o d . I t i s a long, 29-bay '' 
r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s three s t o r i e s t o a f l a t r o o f . The 
s t o r i e s are separated by wide bands of cast stone t h a t take the place 
of t r a d i t i o n a l beltcourses. The main entry, w i t h five-bay enclosed . 
porch, i s centered on the west facade. A large e l l extends from the 
center of the rear e l e v a t i o n , w h i l e smaller screened e l l s extend back 
from the ends. 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Buildings 

#37: Vegetable Storage Barn (pre-1898; figure #2) A' y 
This barn was p a r t of the e a r l y farm group t h a t faced the o l d 
Almshouse and the present A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g ( Fig. 2 ) . I t was 
probably moved to i t s present s i t e near the Greenhouse (#36) ca. 1907. 
I t i s a simple s h i n g l e - c l a d vernacular s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s two .,• 
s t o r i e s from a stone foundation to a s l a t e gable r o o f . Windows 
co n t a i n 6/6 sash. Vehicular e n t r i e s are lo c a t e d on the west gable end 
and the south side. 

#39: Barn/Farm O f f i c e (pre 1898; f i g u r e #2) 
*' This i s another e a r l y barn t h a t served as the farm o f f i c e i n the e a r l y 

t w e n t i e t h century. I t i s a one-story clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e 
^ enclosed by a gable roof w i t h pedimented dormers and a v e n t i l a t i n g 

cupola. Windows co n t a i n 6/2 sash. A pedestrian e n t r y w i t h bracketed 
hood i s l o c a t e d on the south side, w h i l e a v e h i c u l a r entry^occupies 
the east gable end. I t was probably moved to i t s present s i t e ca. -
1907. '•: ^; - • ".' ' 

• y. • ' ' • . - ' • > •* ~ y * > ^ V 
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#36: Greenhouse/Cold Frames (1900) 
The greenhouse i s i n very poor c o n d i t i o n w i t h the wood-frame headhouse 
at the n o r t h and west ends i n a s t a t e of collapse, and the glazed roof 
of the hothouse area completely gone. Concrete foundations w i t h a 
jumble of pipes remains as do the concrete foundations of coldframes. 
The greenhouse forms the northwest corner of a l e v e l grassed yard t h a t 
i s s h e l t e r e d by rows of hemlocks on the other sides. 

#21, 22, 23: Barns (ca. 1907) * 
S i t e d behind the power p l a n t (#29), near the Quaboag River and former 
c u l t i v a t e d f i e l d s , these are s i m i l a r clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
r i s e 1 1/2 s t o r i e s from stone and concrete foundations t o asphalt 
gable r o o f s . Most windows are boarded, but some reveal remnants of 
6/6 sash. They are used f o r storage and remain i n f a i r c o n d i t i o n . 
They stand on the n o r t h side of the rear entrance road. 

#24-28: Barns/Sheds (ca. 1930) " ' • • 
Adjacent t o the stream i n t h i s area on the opposite s i t e of the road, 
the remnants of a l a r g e cow barn remain i n c l u d i n g the concrete 
headhouse, foundation of a large rear e l l , and b u l l pens formed by 
concrete posts and i r o n bars. The headhouse i s s t i l l i n use as a 
r i d i n g s t a b l e . Two clapboard-clad barns w i t h shed roofs are l o c a t e d 
i n an overgrown t h i c k e t t o the rear, w h i l e a wood-frame shed and l a r g e 
corrugated metal shed are s i t e d on the opposite side of the r i v e r . 
A l l of the b u i l d i n g s i n the woods are i n a s t a t e of collapse. 
Foundations of other b u i l d i n g s may e x i s t as w e l l , as several more 
o u t b u i l d i n g s appear on e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century maps. 

#55: Piggery (ca. 1930) 
The piggery i s the only farm b u i l d i n g s i t e d at the south end of the 
campus. I t c o n s i s t s of a clapboard-clad headhouse on a concrete 
foundation, w i t h 6/6 sash, and a long concrete rear e l l enclosed by a 
gambrel r o o f w i t h f o ur evenly spaced v e n t i l a t o r s . I t i s dated a t 1950 
by c u r r e n t s t a t e records, but appears t o be e a r l i e r , perhaps from the 
1930s . 

Support Group 

Portions of these b u i l d i n g s may date t o the almshouse/primary school 
p e r i o d as i n d i c a t e d by the f o l l o w i n g 1898 quote from an Annual Report 
d e s c r i b i n g the conversion of the f a c i l i t y t o a h o s p i t a l f o r 
e p i l e p t i c s : 

Most of the o l d b u i l d i n g s , being considered u n f i t f o r h o s p i t a l 
purposes, were sold, t o r n down, and removed. The b r i c k power and 
laundry b u i l d i n g s were preserved and renovated f o r the c e n t r a l 
h e a ting, e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g and power p l a n t s , machine shop, 
laundry, bakery, s t o r e , and sewing rooms. An e x t r a s t o r y was 
added t o the o l d carpenter and p a i n t shop, thus f u r n i s h i n g a l a r g e 

(continued) 
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- i n d u s t r i a l room f o r male p a t i e n t s i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
accommodations. 

#63: Grounds B u i l d i n g s (1898; f i g u r e #2) 
Grounds may once have served as the power p l a n t , and p o r t i o n s may 
predate 1898. I t c o n s i s t s of two s i m i l a r three-by-four-bay b u i l d i n g s 
set a t r i g h t angles t o one another. Both are one-story, r e d - b r i c k 
s t r u c t u r e s enclosed by s l a t e h i p roofs w i t h exposed r a f t e r ends t h a t 
are surmounted by l a r g e , glazed monitors. Paired windows, set i n 
segmentally arched openings, c o n t a i n 12/12 double-hung sash. The 
south end appears o r i g i n a l l y to have been connected t o another 
b u i l d i n g , as shown on the 1900 Bird's Eye ( f i g . 2 ) . 

#62: Engineering (ca. 1898; f i g u r e #2) ' 
Engineering may once have served as the laundry, and p o r t i o n s may 
predate 1898. I t i s s i m i l a r t o the Grounds B u i l d i n g (#63). I t i s a 
l a r g e r , three-by-six-bay b u i l d i n g w i t h p a i r e d 6/6 sash i n segmental 
surrounds, but r e t a i n s the r e d - b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n , overhanging r o o f 
w i t h exposed r a f t e r s , and glazed monitor. A l a t e r wing extends 
northward, and d i s p l a y s shingle s i d i n g on i t s n o r t h face. 

#29: Power Plant/Central Supply (1938) 
The Power Plant i s a l a r g e , r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h cast-stone 
Moderne-style t r i m . I t consists of a t h r e e - s t o r y power generation 
area a t the east end w i t h a two-story storage wing w i t h loading bays 
extending t o the west. The east end features a tower a t the northeast 
corner and a t a l l smokestack at the southeast corner. Both sections 
d i s p l a y l a r g e windows w i t h multipane sash. B r i c k p i e r s t h a t r i s e 
through the cast-stone coping of the roof d i v i d e the bays. I t was 
constructed w i t h WPA funding. 

East Side: Upper Palmer Road 

#2: Superintendent's House/Pine Ridge (1922) 
The former Superintendent's House i s s i t e d on a high k n o l l a t the 
n o r t h e r n edge of the developed campus overlooking Upper Palmer Road 
and the Farm Group to the east. I t i s an unusual clapboard-clad 
d w e l l i n g r i s i n g two s t o r i e s from a high stone foundation t o a h i p r o o f 
extended on carved brackets. An i n t e r i o r chimney r i s e s through the 
south r i d g e , w h i l e an e x t e r i o r chimney i s located on the n o r t h w a l l . 
The house i s trimmed w i t h paneled corner p i l a s t e r s and a d e n t i l a t e d 
cornice. The asymmetrical four-bay facade features p a i r e d and s i n g l e 
windows w i t h 8/2 sash, an e n t r y w i t h s i d e l i g h t s , and a p r o j e c t i n g bay 
w i t h a curved r o o f . The house i s f r o n t e d by an open t e r r a c e and 
framed by one- s t o r y sunporches. 

(continued) 
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#4-11: S t a f f Bungalows/Garages (1924/1930s) 
These former s t a f f cottages are of more a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r e s t than 
most of t h e i r counterparts a t other s t a t e h o s p i t a l s . T y p i c a l of the 
bungalow s t y l e , they are small, one-story s t r u c t u r e s of simple 
re c t a n g u l a r plan, enclosed by overhanging cross-gable r o o f s . They are 
stuccoed, w i t h s h i n g l e d gables and porches. Sash i s double-hung w i t h 
three v e r t i c a l panes over s i n g l e panes. These e s s e n t i a l l y i d e n t i c a l 
houses are d i f f e r e n t i a t e d p r i m a r i l y by t h e i r porch d e t a i l . For 
example. Bungalow #4 disp l a y s p a i r e d Tuscan colo n e t t e s , w h i l e #3 
features the f l a r e d p i e r s commonly associated w i t h the bungalow s t y l e . 
The garages appear t o postdate the cottages by about a decade. 

#15-17: Children's Colony (1910) 
The c r u c i f o r m p l a n d o r m i t o r i e s of the c h i l d r e n ' s colony were modeled 
a f t e r the wards at the Wrentham School (1907; see form) and were 
designed by the same a r c h i t e c t s , Kendall & Stevens. They are two-
s t o r y , r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s r i s i n g from high g r a n i t e block basements 
to overhanging h i p r o o f s w i t h center v e n t i l a t o r s and chimneys. As was 
the case at Wrentham, one of the c r u c i f o r m arms i s t r e a t e d as an e n t r y 
p a v i l i o n w h i l e the others are glazed w i t h l a r g e double windows. The 
windows are separated by panels w i t h burnt headers arranged i n a 
c r u c i f o r m p a t t e r n , also derived from the Wrentham b u i l d i n g s . The 
former A d m i n i s t r a t i o n / H o s p i t a l (#17) B u i l d i n g i s a simple three s t o r y 
s t r u c t u r e of r e c t a n g u l a r plan. I t s windows have g r a n i t e s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s and 6/6 sash. A l l three are i n very poor c o n d i t i o n , w i t h 
broken windows, missing doors, and d e t e r i o r a t e d r o o f s , l e a v i n g them 
open t o the weather; one of the b u i l d i n g s r e c e n t l y sustained damage i n 
a f i r e (1993) . , . 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n ' ; .. • , .. 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are c u r r e n t l y recorded on the s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l p r o p e r t y , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t s i t e s are present. Five s i t e s 
are r e p o r t e d i n the general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . The p h y s i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the h o s p i t a l grounds, l e v e l t o moderately s l o p i n g , 
w e l l - d r a i n e d terraces i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the Quaboag River, 
Chicopee Brook, an unnamed brook and r e l a t e d wetlands, i n d i c a t e 
favorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native subsistence and settlement 
a c t i v i t i e s . Each of the above streams are t r i b u t a r i e s of the 
Connecticut River v i a the Chicopee River. These f a c t o r s combined w i t h 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of open land on the s t a t e h o s p i t a l grounds i n d i c a t e s 
a h i g h p o t e n t i a l f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t p r e h i s t o r i c 
resources. S e n s i t i v i t y f o r p r e h i s t o r i c resources i s the highest i n 
the n o r t h e a s t e r n p o r t i o n of the h o s p i t a l bordering the Quaboag River, 
Chicopee Brook, and a d j o i n i n g f l o o d p l a i n s . P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are 
l o c a t e d i n s i m i l a r l o c a l e s i n the general area. P r e h i s t o r i c 
s e n s i t i v i t y i s also h i g h around the unnamed t r i b u t a r y stream t h a t 
flows n o r t h through the center of the h o s p i t a l t o the Quaboag River. 

(continued) 
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A h i g h p o t e n t i a l also e x i s t s f o r l o c a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains on the s t a t e h o s p i t a l p r o p e r t y . At l e a s t two 
19th century farms and p a r t of a t h i r d were purchased at d i f f e r e n t 
times f o r the e n t i r e 671-acre h o s p i t a l . A p o r t i o n of the h o s p i t a l 
grounds was also included i n the f i r s t land grants given i n the town. 
No s t r u c t u r e s s u r v i v e from these e a r l y farms and land grants, 
i n d i c a t i n g a high p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r l o c a t i n g s t r u c t u r a l remains 
from 19th and p o s s i b l y 18th century farmhouses and a g r i c u l t u r a l y -
r e l a t e d o u t b u i l d i n g s . 

Occupational-related features ( t r a s h p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) may also 
s u r v i v e i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h each of these s t r u c t u r e s . Farmsteads and 
r e l a t e d features t h a t f o r m e r l y e x i s t e d on s t a t e h o s p i t a l land and are 
no longer extant may survive a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y i n the main core area of 
the s t a t e h o s p i t a l and i n the area west of Palmer Road. S t r u c t u r a l 
remains and associated o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features also probably 
s u r v i v e from the state-owned land use h i s t o r y at the h o s p i t a l , 
beginning w i t h i t s use as one of three s t a t e almshouses i n 1852 
through i t s redesignations as the State Primary School i n 1866 and as 
the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s from 1895 t o 1909. 
Archaeological remains may survive from numerous s t r u c t u r e s associated 
w i t h the almshouse, i n c l u d i n g the o l d almshouse b u i l d i n g demolished 
sometime du r i n g the l a t e 19th century. Most b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h 
the Almshouse/Primary School p e r i o d have been sold, t o r n down, and 
removed d u r i n g the conversion to the H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s . Only 
#63, the Grounds B u i l d i n g , and #62, the Engineering B u i l d i n g , may 
predate 1818. They may have served as poor p l a n t and laundry f o r the 
e a r l i e r p e r i o d ; however, t h i s e a r l i e r use has not been documented. 
Some barns, e s p e c i a l l y #37 and #39, may also date t o the e a r l i e r 
Almshouse/Primary School p e r i o d . Each of the above s t r u c t u r e s s t i l l 
e x tant, which may predate the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s 
(1895-1898), l i e s along the western and southern perimeters of the 
h o s p i t a l grounds. Structures and o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features 
s u r v i v i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y from t h i s p e r i o d may also be present i n 
these areas. Archaeological s u r v i v a l s may also e x i s t f o r several 
s t r u c t u r e s associated w i t h 20th century land use at the s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l . S t r u c t u r a l remains may survive from the farm colony l o c a t e d 
across the Palmer Road on the western slope of Bold Peak. Only one 
dormitory of four remains i n the area. S i m i l a r remains may also 
s u r v i v e f o r the former Men's Asylum (#41). Several barns ( i n c l u d i n g . 
Map #s 21, 22, 23, 37 and 39) may have also been moved i n 1907, 
l e a v i n g a rchaeological remains at t h e i r o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n s . A ' •" • 
cemetery (#30) also survives from the h o s p i t a l use as the State 
Almshouse. Unmarked graves may e x i s t i n the cemetery, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
around i t s p e r i p h e r y or a t other l o c a t i o n s where gravestones have 
become overgrown or obscured. 

.;' .• A'i (end) ' • • ' ' • , \'y^ 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property 
for National Register listing.) 

S A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. • 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. . 

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) • *: 

Property is: , > ^ ' y / ' „ -

• A owned by a religious institution or used for . 

religious purposes. ^ 

• B removed from its original location. ; 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

E D a cemetery. ' 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

HEALTH/MEDICINE 
ARCHITECTURE 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

EmTCATTON 

Period of Significance 

1854-1940 

.5 Significant Dates 

. 1854 - almshouse es tabl i shment 

1866 - pr imary school 

1895 - e p l l e p f - i r s h n s p l t a l 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

[Instate Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency , 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other ) y • y - y 

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r l r a l CnTnmlsslnn 



Mnnsnn Developmental Center 
Name of Property 

Hampshire County, MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 671 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 I II «! I 7I II QI 71 fti nl I 41 fil 71 d ii 2 d \ • 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I l i sl I 7I 2i ll 3i 61 Ol I 4i 6| 61 9| 7i a d 
5 1 8 7 2 0 1 4 0 4 6 6 8 2 0 0 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

• • - < *> . 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

3 L i i l7 I2 |1 |4 lO lO I |4 16 |6 |9 |1 |0 |0 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 |1 |8 I |7 |2 |1 |0 |2 ,0 4 |6 |6 |8 |0 |2 ,0 

O See continuation sheet 

6 1 8 7 1 9 0 0 0 4 6 6 9 0 6 0 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins , P rese rva t ion Consu l tan t , w i t h Betsy F r i e d b e r g , N a t i o n a l Regis te r 

name/title D i r e c t o r , MHC 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission' 

street & number 80 Boylston Street 

date September 1993 

city or town Boston 

telephone (617) 727-8470 

state zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Monson Developmental Center possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t was 
es t a b l i s h e d by Chapter 275 of the Acts of 1852 as one of three s t a t e 
almshouses, along w i t h Bridgewater and Tewksbury. The almshouses were 
ne c e s s i t a t e d by the unprecedented i n f l u x of I r i s h immigrants a t t h a t 
time. They represented the sta t e ' s f i r s t venture i n t o care of the 
poor, a r o l e p r e v i o u s l y f i l l e d e x c l u s i v e l y by the c i t i e s and towns. 
I n 1866, Monson was redesignated as the State Primary School, 
f o r m a l i z i n g i t s developing a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h pauper c h i l d r e n . From 
1895 t o 1909, i t was designated the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r 
E p i l e p t i c s , and i t continued t o serve e p i l e p t i c s u n t i l 1960 as Monson 
State H o s p i t a l . Most of the v a r i e d and w e l l designed b u i l d i n g s on the 
campus date t o the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, and r e f l e c t the important 
t r a n s i t i o n from almshouse/primary school t o e p i l e p t i c h o s p i t a l . 
Monson's h i s t o r y c l e a r l y embodies major trends i n care of the poor, 
s i c k , and insane as described i n the overview. I t meets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places and i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
on the l o c a l and s t a t e l e v e l s . I t s p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e extends 
from 1854 t o 1940. 

An 1880 Memorial H i s t o r y of the s t a t e had t h i s t o say about the unique 
o r i g i n s and r o l e of the three s t a t e almshouses: 

...these State Almshouses of Massachusetts were u n l i k e any other 
c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the country, i n t h a t they were 
e s t a b l i s h e d and supported by the State Government, and even here 
they were intended as mere temporary expedients t o meet a pressing 
emergency. The immediate cause of t h e i r establishment was the 
la r g e i n f l u x of f o r e i g n immigration, f o l l o w i n g the p e r i o d of 
general famine and great d i s t r e s s which p r e v a i l e d throughout 
I r e l a n d d u r i n g the year 1847, and populated the manufacturing 
towns of the State beyond t h e i r capacity t o provide, f i l l i n g the 
town almshouses to overflowing, and burdening the towns w i t h a 
la r g e and insupportable pauper dependency. P e t i t i o n s f o r r e l i e f 
poured i n t o the L e g i s l a t u r e of 1852 from every side, and the State 
Almshouses were the r e s u l t . (Marden 1880: 158) 

A l o c a l h i s t o r y s t a t e s t h a t an unprecedented 10,267 people a p p l i e d t o 
the Commonwealth f o r r e l i e f i n 1851, a t a cost t o the s t a t e of 
$212,000 (Moulton 1960: 105). 

According t o Annual Reports, Monson was f a r less overburdened by the 
"insupportable pauper dependency" than was Tewksbury, perhaps because 
i t was so f a r i n l a n d . Between i t s opening on May 1, 1854, and 
December 31, 1854, Monson admitted a t o t a l of only 723 paupers as 
compared t o 2,193 at Tewksbury i n the same time p e r i o d . The 723 
admitted t o Monson included 458 males and 265 females, 268 of whom 
were n a t i v e s of I r e l a n d , and 275 natives of Massachusetts. Over 300 

(continued) 
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were noted as unhealthy at the time of admission. Extreme 
overcrowding a t Tewksbury was r e l i e v e d by t r a n s f e r r i n g p a t i e n t s t o 
both Monson and Bridgewater. At Monson, the inmates were described 
thus: 

A l l who are able t o work are r e q u i r e d to apply themselves t o some 
k i n d of labor; g e n e r a l l y no compulsion has been necessary f o r t h i s 
purpose, but the inmates have, f o r the most p a r t , d e s i r e d t o make 
themselves u s e f u l i n some way by t h e i r industry....The inmates 
seem g e n e r a l l y happy and contented, and disposed t o y i e l d a prompt 
and c h e e r f u l obedience, so t h a t i t i s seldom necessary t o use any 
r e s t r a i n t or d i s c i p l i n e to insure t h i s (1st Annual Report 1854) . 

I t was also noted t h a t a chaplain conducted services on Sunday. The 
annual cost of supporting each pauper was $56.33, somewhat higher than 
Tewksbury's $49.15. Dr. S. D. Brooks of South Hadley was appointed as 
the f i r s t Superintendent at an annual s a l a r y of $1,000 (Moulton 1960: 
105) . 

The a d m i n i s t r a t o r s at Monson, l i k e t h e i r counterparts at Tewksbury, 
considered t h e i r wood-frame b u i l d i n g s to be inadequate and unsafe (see 
f i g . 1 ) . I n t h e i r F i r s t Annual Report of 1854, they said: 

The b u i l d i n g s , i t i s w e l l known, are constructed of wood w i t h 
s l a t e r o o f s . I t would have been i n b e t t e r keeping w i t h the other 

• p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s of the Commonwealth, and a f f o r d e d a more 
secure p r o t e c t i o n against f i r e , i f the m a t e r i a l s had been of more 
s u b s t a n t i a l character. And t h i s i s the more to be r e g r e t t e d , as 
the l o c a t i o n (Monson) i s i n the v i c i n i t y of stone q u a r r i e s , so 
t h a t the expense of e r e c t i n g b u i l d i n g s of t h i s m a t e r i a l could not 
have exceeded, by a very l a r g e sum, the a c t u a l cost of the present 
establishment. But as i t i s , w i t h such a m u l t i t u d e of helpless 
and i n f i r m persons of both sexes brought together i n these 
b u i l d i n g s , humanity demands t h a t every p r e c a u t i o n p o s s i b l e should 
be taken against f i r e . . . 

A l l of the o r i g i n a l almshouses were i d e n t i c a l wood-frame b u i l d i n g s 
c o n s i s t i n g of f o u r - s t o r y c e n t r a l cores flanked by t h r e e - s t o r y wings 
t h a t extended back to a depth of 12 5 around c e n t r a l courtyards. Like 
the K i r k b r i d e b u i l d i n g s developed f o r insane asyliams, the almshouses 
contained a l l f u n c t i o n s w i t h i n a s i n g l e s t r u c t u r e . The c e n t r a l cores 
served a d m i n i s t r a t i v e purposes, i n c l u d i n g chapels on the upper 
s t o r i e s , w h i l e the wings contained d o r m i t o r i e s t o accommodate 700 
paupers. Kitchens, laundry f a c i l i t i e s , and storerooms were l o c a t e d i n 
the c e l l a r s . The almshouses appear t o have been modeled on the 
o r i g i n a l 1848 Lyman School s t r u c t u r e (see Westborough State H o s p i t a l ) , 
but because they were constructed of wood, they were considered d r a f t y 
f i r e t r a p s t h a t were d i f f i c u l t t o heat. They do not survive a t 
Tewksbury, and i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t the o r i g i n a l Bridgewater s t r u c t u r e 
survives e i t h e r . Marden described the i d e n t i c a l Tewksbury f a c i l i t y 
thus : , • • - •' *• 

(continued) 
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The main b u i l d i n g has a frontage of 200', i s four s t o r i e s high, 
, w i t h wings extending backward from both ends t o the depth of 125', 

and i s almost i d e n t i c a l i n every respect, t o the main b u i l d i n g s a t 
Monson and Bridgewater, having indeed been constructed from the 
same plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . The center of the f r o n t of the 
main b u i l d i n g i s occupied by the Superintendent and o f f i c e r s as 

- l i v i n g apartments, and the e n t i r e capacity of the wings, w i t h the 
exception of the sewing and d i n i n g rooms, i s devoted t o sleeping 
d o r m i t o r i e s f o r the inmates (Marden 1880: 153). 

I t was also noted t h a t the square enclosed by the b u i l d i n g s was 
p l a n t e d w i t h numerous species of flowers. 

W i t h i n a decade of establishment, the almshouses were converted t o 
s p e c i a l i z e d f u n c t i o n s as the poor, l i k e the "insane," were more 
c l o s e l y c l a s s i f i e d . Bridgewater became the State Workhouse, r e c e i v i n g 
the c r i m i n a l poor and insane; Tewksbury remained the State Almshouse, 
but w i t h an i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e department f o r harmless, chronic insane 
of the pauper class (see form); and Monson became the State Primary 
School, r e c e i v i n g pauper c h i l d r e n . Monson was associated w i t h 
c h i l d r e n from the beginning when the F i r s t Annual Report noted t h a t 
356 of the inmates were under the age of f i f t e e n . As e a r l y as 1855, 
t h i s r o l e was fo r m a l i z e d when "An Act p r o v i d i n g f o r the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
of State Paupers" set Monson apart as a s t a t e Pauper School f o r ages 
f i v e t o s i x t e e n . I n December 1855, the Second Annual Report s t a t e d 
t h a t , "Now, f o r the most p a r t , only the young and comparatively 
h e a l t h y and robust are brought together i n t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n . " At t h a t 
time, Monson's p o p u l a t i o n of 688 included 38 men, 63 women, 380 boys, 
and 2 07 g i r l s , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the Act had been implemented 
immediately. By 1860, when the p o p u l a t i o n stood a t 519, i t was 
re p o r t e d t h a t two primary schools and a grammar school were kept w i t h 
as many as 100 c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g each class. Another 118 c h i l d r e n 
had been indentured. - . - •» ^ 

Five years l a t e r , Monson was o f f i c i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d as the State 
Primary School and Almshouse, and the p r a c t i c e of i n d e n t u r i n g minor 
c h i l d r e n was abolished. I n 1871, the almshouse f u n c t i o n was removed. 
The Annual Report of 1872 st a t e d , "The almshouse department, which had 
been an obstacle of success t o the Primary School, was abolished by 
the l a s t L e g i s l a t u r e , the Act t a k i n g e f f e c t on the f i r s t of May." At 
t h a t time, a d u l t inmates were r e t a i n e d as workers but were not allowed 
to associate w i t h the c h i l d r e n . The 1878 Report proudly s t a t e d t h a t , 
"Massachusetts we b e l i e v e i s the f i r s t s t a t e t o e s t a b l i s h a primary 
school f o r those c h i l d r e n who have no settlement i n any town." The 
p o p u l a t i o n had remained s t a b l e a t 531; b u i l d i n g s included a school, 
d o r m i t o r i e s , h o s p i t a l , barn, and other o u t b u i l d i n g s (see f i g . 1 ) . > • 

y- '^^---f \ ^ ^ -
v' (continued) 
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Monson remained the State Primary School \ i n t i l Chapter 483 of the Acts 
of 1895 converted i t to the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s . 
The h o s p i t a l o f f i c i a l l y opened on May 2, 1898, r e c e i v i n g a l l a d u l t 
e p i l e p t i c s (male, female, sane, and insane) from e x i s t i n g s t a t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . The F i r s t Annual Report of the H o s p i t a l f o r E p i l e p t i c s 
(1898) described the conversion of the s i t e d u r ing the p e r i o d 
1895-1898 thus: 

By act of the L e g i s l a t u r e of 1895, a l l lands, b u i l d i n g s , and 
personal p r o p e r t y then belonging to the State Primary School were 
assigned t o the use of t h i s h o s p i t a l . I n a d d i t i o n , the sum of 
$160,000 was appropriated f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of such new 
b u i l d i n g s , and f o r making such r e p a i r s , a l t e r a t i o n s , and a d d i t i o n s 
to o l d ones, as should be deemed s u f f i c i e n t to accommodate 200 
e p i l e p t i c s and the necessary o f f i c e r s and employees. 

Thus was acquired a b e a u t i f u l s i t e , shaded by an o l d growth of 
elms and maples, on a h i l l s i d e overlooking one of the most 
picturesque v a l l e y s of the Commonwealth. The farm of two hundred 
and t h i r t y acres can be made very p r o d u c t i v e . 

yy Most of the o l d b u i l d i n g s , being considered u n f i t f o r h o s p i t a l 
': purposes, were sold, t o r n down, and removed. The b r i c k power and 

laundry b u i l d i n g s were preserved and renovated f o r the c e n t r a l 
h e a ting, e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g and power p l a n t s , machine shop, 
laundry, bakery, s t o r e , and sewing rooms. An e x t r a s t o r y was 
added t o the o l d carpenter and p a i n t shop, thus f u r n i s h i n g a l a r g e 
i n d u s t r i a l room f o r male p a t i e n t s i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
accommodations. v -

The long, one-story wooden h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g was remodelled i n t o 
q u a rters f o r subordinate o f f i c e r s , and general employees. The 
other small h o s p i t a l a t the top of the h i l l w i l l immediately be 
enlarged and converted i n t o a cottage f o r twelve e p i l e p t i c men. 

On the west slope, a t r i g h t angles to the l i n e of the above and 
•, about f i v e hundred f e e t away, a group of three new b u i l d i n g s has 

been constructed of red b r i c k w i t h g r a n i t e trimmings. I n the 
centre stands the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g , separated by the 
distance of one hundred f e e t from a h o s p i t a l cottage on e i t h e r 
side. I t i s about f i f t y by s i x t y f e e t and three s t o r i e s i n 
h e i g h t . The f i r s t f l o o r i s occupied by o f f i c e s , w a i t i n g room, 
l i b r a r y , dispensary and small l a b o r a t o r y , w h i l e the two upper 
s t o r i e s provide l i v i n g apartments f o r the medical s t a f f and other 
o f f i c e r s . 

The h o s p i t a l cottages are equal i n size and i d e n t i c a l i n form, one 
being designed f o r women and the other f o r men. Their general 
shape i s a r e c t a n g l e , f i f t y by one hundred and t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t 
w i t h an e l l t h i r t y by t h i r t y f e e t p r o j e c t i n g from the n o r t h side 

^ .. (continued) 
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a t e i t h e r end. I n the southeast and southwest corners of each 
s t o r y are day rooms, between which on the south are two l a r g e 
d o r m i t o r i e s . On the n o r t h are two d i n i n g rooms separated by a 
s e r v i n g room common to both. I n each e l l a t the rear of the day 
room are four bedrooms, i n a d d i t i o n t o bath, t o i l e t and clothes 
rooms. The i n c l i n e of the ground t o the n o r t h a f f o r d s an e x t r a 
s t o r y on t h a t side, which i s used f o r the k i t c h e n . Each cottage 
i s d i v i d e d i n t o four independent sections, each accommodating 
t w e n t y - f i v e p a t i e n t s . 

The F i r s t Annual Report also s t a t e d t h a t , "the s p e c i a l treatment of 
e p i l e p s y i s l a r g e l y experimental, owing to the lack of accurate data 
upon which t o base i t . " I t went on to say t h a t a major f u n c t i o n of 
the new h o s p i t a l would be the study of p a t i e n t needs and d i s a b i l i t i e s , ,. 
to f i l l t h i s gap. I n the meantime, treatment f o l l o w e d t h a t of the 
insane, and r e l i e d h e a v i l y on occupational therapy programs i n a 
calming r u r a l environment. Creation of a separate h o s p i t a l f o r 
e p i l e p t i c s was p a r t of a general t r e n d t o more c l o s e l y c l a s s i f y cases 
of i n s a n i t y , e s p e c i a l l y those w i t h p h y s i c a l causes, which were f e l t t o 
be more t r e a t a b l e . I t p a r a l l e l s establishment of a h o s p i t a l f o r 
a l c o h o l i c s at Foxborough (see form) i n 1889. As a f a c i l i t y f o r 
e p i l e p t i c s , Monson was l e d by three superintendents: Dr. Everett 
Flood (1899-1924), Dr. Morgan B. Hodskins (1924-1946), and Dr. Roger 
G. Osterheld (1946-1960) (Moulton 1960: 107). 

The o l d almshouse b u i l d i n g was demolished d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , as i t i s 
not shown i n a Bird's Eye View p a i n t i n g of the new h o s p i t a l published 
i n the T h i r d Annual Report of 1900 ( f i g . 2 ) . I t s s i t e i s now occupied 
by the Main Kitchen (#66; 1935); the l a r g e g r a n i t e r e t a i n i n g w a l l 
behind the k i t c h e n may be p a r t of the almshouse foundation. The ' 
Bird's Eye View p a i n t i n g corresponds c l o s e l y t o the 1898 d e s c r i p t i o n ' 
quoted above. I t shows the present A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g (#44) 
f l a n k e d by H-plan male and female d o r m i t o r i e s , or h o s p i t a l cottages, 
which correspond i n plan and l o c a t i o n t o the present Berkshire (#42) 
and Hampshire (#50) b u i l d i n g s . These b u i l d i n g s faced west toward a 
farm group t h a t has since been demolished or removed (#37, 39). 
Portions of the o l d power p l a n t and laundry mentioned i n the 
d e s c r i p t i o n may s u r v i v e (#62, 63), although s t a t e records date them at 
1898. Several fr e e s t a n d i n g b u i l d i n g s of moderate si z e are shown on 
the h i l l s i d e t o the east, these probably included the present Baypath 
(#67), Hampden (#68), H i l l s i d e (#69), and Ledges (#71) b u i l d i n g s . 
The 1900 Annual Report describes the b u i l d i n g s as "severely p l a i n i n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l o u t l i n e and i n t e r i o r f i n i s h , but s u b s t a n t i a l i n u t i l i t y 
and appearance." These may have been designed by E. C. and G. C. 
Gardner of S p r i n g f i e l d . A l o c a l h i s t o r y notes t h a t a quarry was 
opened on a nearby h i l l t o o b t a i n stone f o r b u i l d i n g foundations 
(Moulton 1960 : 106) . 

(continued) 
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Between 1900 and 1910, the f o l l o w i n g b u i l d i n g s were added t o the 
h o s p i t a l according t o Annual Reports: a laundry w i t h monitor roof 
(1900; #62); a nurses' home (Quabbin; 1902; #70), an e l e c t r i c p l a n t 
(1902; #63); a dormitory f o r one hundred "excited" male p a t i e n t s 
( r e c e n t l y demolished Clough; 1906; #41); a dormitory f o r one hundred 
"excit e d " female p a t i e n t s (Wayside; 1907; #51); a male employees' 
b u i l d i n g (1908; #65); and a c h i l d r e n ' s colony c o n s i s t i n g of an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g and male and female d o r m i t o r i e s f o r seventy-
f i v e c h i l d r e n each (#s 15, 16, 17). I n 1903, an a d j o i n i n g 300-acre 
farm was purchased, b r i n g i n g the t o t a l holdings t o about 530 acres; 
t h i s probably included land on the west side of Palmer Road where the 
c h i l d r e n ' s colony was located. I n 1907, mention was made of moving 
barns, p o s s i b l y Map #s 21, 22, 23, 37, 39. 

A campus map of 1904 provides a good sense of the extent of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s at t h a t time and demonstrates t h a t the campus 
had achieved n e a r l y i t s present s i z e . The main fa2rm group occupied 
i t s present l o c a t i o n a t the n o r t h end of the campus, on the east side 
of Palmer Road. Labels i n d i c a t e hen houses, barns, hay storage, and 
sheds. The appearance of the remaining b u i l d i n g s i n d i c a t e s t h a t there 
were horses and cows as w e l l . The e n t i r e area s t r e t c h i n g eastward t o 
the Quaboag River was an a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d . Another farm group was 
l o c a t e d across Palmer Road on the western slope of Bald Peak. I t 
con s i s t e d of four d o r m i t o r i e s and several f i e l d s . Only one dormitory 
remains (#3), and the f i e l d s have r e v e r t e d t o f o r e s t . Another group 
was l o c a t e d t o the south on Bald Peak Road, west of the Children's 
Colony (#15-19). I t included a cottage, bungalow, barn, shed, garage, 
and w e l l , surrounded by several f i e l d s . The b u i l d i n g s are no longer 
extant, although some of the f i e l d s remain. The l a r g e f i e l d a t the 
south end of the campus, on the east side of Palmer Road, was also 
devoted t o a g r i c u l t u r e , w i t h a large piggery (#55) a t the southern t i p 
of the main campus d r i v e . A g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s ceased i n the 
1970s, when the p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n d e c l i n e d t o a l e v e l where i t d i d 
not provide s u f f i c i e n t manpower t o maintain them. 

Chapter 504 of the Acts of 1909 renamed the f a c i l i t y as the Monson 
State H o s p i t a l , f o l l o w i n g the general statewide t r e n d . During the 
193 0s, the h o s p i t a l p o p u l a t i o n expanded i n response t o the Depression, 
whose economic hardships forced many f a m i l i e s to give up care of 
d i s a b l e d r e l a t i v e s . Several new b u i l d i n g s were funded by government 
p u b l i c works p r o j e c t s such as the WPA. They include the Power Plant 
(#29; 1938), the Main Kitchen (#66; 1937), a Women's H o s p i t a l now 
known as Longview (#73; 1932), and a Children's H o s p i t a l now known as 

- • Valleyview (#72; 1930). During t h i s p e r i o d , the h o s p i t a l operated an 
o u t p a t i e n t department and a school of nursing t h a t had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1899 (MMS 1930: 14). 

(continued) 
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I n 1945, the Governor & Council r e p o r t e d t h a t the p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n 
stood a t 1,468, w e l l over the capacity of 1,177. At the same time, 
the s t a f f of 229 was w e l l under the quota of 419 due t o the exigencies 
of World War I I . The r e p o r t s a i d l i t t l e else other than t o recommend 
another b u i l d i n g f o r c h i l d r e n , some of whom were mixed w i t h a d u l t s . A 
s i m i l a r survey i n 1954 recommended t h a t the b u i l d i n g f o r d i s t u r b e d 
females be enlarged, and t h a t a married couples home be constructed. 

By 1960, Monson had grown to encompass 72 b u i l d i n g s on 662 acres of 
land, s e r v i n g 1,600 e p i l e p t i c p a t i e n t s ranging from i n f a n t s t o the 
aged. As Monson's l a r g e s t employer, the s t a f f numbered 74 6 w i t h a 
p a y r o l l of $2,500,000. A f u l l y equipped h o s p i t a l provided f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r surgery, physiotherapy, and electroencephalograms, as w e l l as 
l a b o r a t o r i e s t o t e s t anticonvulsant drugs. 

The s t i l l - p r o d u c t i v e farm group supplied f r e s h vegetables i n s\jmmer, 
2,200 eggs d a i l y , and 50,000 pounds of pork annually (Moulton 1960: 
107-108). The f a c i l i t y continued t o serve e p i l e p t i c s u n t i l 1965, when 
i t became a center f o r the mentally retarded. Chapter 189 of the Acts 
of 1979 created the Monson Developmental Center. The p a t i e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n decreased from 1,607 i n 1969, t o 800 i n 1977 t o 523 i n 
1989. At t h a t time, there were 1,610 employees. 

\ J S 

Archaeological Sxgnificance 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Monson are p o o r l y 
understood, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be s i g n i f i c a n t . P r e h i s t o r i c 
s i t e s i n the area can be important by p r o v i d i n g data on 
u p l a n d / i n t e r i o r s i t e s i n general and, more s p e c i f i c a l l y , the r o l e 
s i t e s along t r i b u t a r y streams of the Connecticut River played i n the 
l o c a l / r e g i o n a l Native subsistence and settlement systems. Most Native 
American core areas i n t h i s region focused on the Connecticut River 
V a l l e y and the main branch of the Connecticut River; however, areas of 
equal or secondary importance may have focused along primary or f i r s t -
rank t r i b u t a r i e s a t t h e i r confluence or the confluence of minor ; ' 
drainages such as brooks and streams w i t h these t r i b u t a r i e s . S i tes i n 
t h i s area can c o n t r i b u t e t o a c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the nature and 
d i v e r s i t y of these r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

H i s t o r i c a r c h aeological remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l t o 
document land use t h a t predated s t a t e ownership of the h o s p i t a l 
p r o p e r t y and provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and 
economic c o n d i t i o n s t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z i n g t h a t e a r l y land use, as w e l l 
as l a t e r l i v e s of p a t i e n t s and s t a f f at the h o s p i t a l . Further 
documentary research accompanied by archaeological survey and 
excavation can document possible settlement i n the area as a r e s u l t of 
the town's f i r s t land grants S i m i l a r research can also provide much-
needed i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o l i f e on r u r a l farmsteads i n the 
c e n t r a l Massachusetts Upland during the e a r l y 19th and p o s s i b l y 18th 

(continued) 
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c e n t u r i e s , the r o l e of these farmsteads i n l o c a l / r e g i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r a l 
markets, and the extent t o which these farmstead were s e l f s u f f i c i e n t . 
S t r u c t u r a l remains on the h o s p i t a l grounds can also help document the 
extensive h i s t o r y of state-owned ownership of the p r o p e r t y . Most of 
the s t r u c t u r e s associated w i t h the h o s p i t a l use as a State Almshouse 
and State Primary School no longer s u r v i v e . Archaeological s u r v i v a l s 
can help document t h e i r l o c a t i o n and c o n f i g u r a t i o n s . Archaeological 
s u r v i v a l s can also help c l a r i f y whether or not the Grounds B u i l d i n g 
(#63) and the Engineering B u i l d i n g (#62) were o r i g i n a l l y constructed 
as the power p l a n t and laundry f o r the e a r l i e r almshouse or were 
erected l a t e r d u r i n g the area's use as the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r 
E p i l e p t i c s . 

S t r u c t u r a l remains can help r e c o n s t r u c t the s i t e of the farm group 
o r i g i n a l l y s i t e d to the west of the present A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g on 
the east branch of the t r i b u t a r y , l a t e r moved northward t o i t s present 
l o c a t i o n near the confluence of the Quaboag. S t r u c t u r a l remains can 
also help r e c o n s t r u c t the farm group, most of which i s no longer 
extant, l o c a t e d across Palmer Road on the western slope of Bold Peak. 
Careful a n a l y s i s of o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features ( t r a s h areas, 
p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) can also help provide d e t a i l s of l i f e on farmsteads 
t h a t predated the s t a t e ' s use of the area and l a t e r state-owned land 
use. And o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features can also provide i n f o r m a t i o n 
on a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s used at the s t a t e h o s p i t a l , i n c l u d i n g the 
extent t o which s e l f s u f f i c i c e n c y was present. 

Analysis of these features can also provide d e t a i l e d i n s i g h t s on the 
c o n d i t i o n of l i f e i n the State Almshouse and how these c o n d i t i o n s may 
have changed as the school changed from i t s care, f i r s t , of a d u l t s , 
then of c h i l d r e n , and f i n a l l y , the mentally impaired. This type of 
a n a l y s i s can also provide i n f o r m a t i o n on s p e c i f i c e t h nic groups, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the I r i s h who immigrated to the United States i n l a r g e 
numbers a f t e r the famines i n I r e l a n d i n 1847. As a r e s u l t , town-owned 
almshouses overflowed sending many immigrants t o the State Almshouse 
i n Monson. Occupational-related features can provide important data 
on how the I r i s h and others were t r e a t e d i n the s t a t e almshouse and 
how t h i s treatment compared w i t h the s t a t e ' s treatment of other 
i n h a b i t a n t s , i n c l u d i n g the mentally impaired. 

Occupation-related features ( t r a s h p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) may also 
s u r v i v e i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h each of these s t r u c t u r e s . Farmsteads and 
r e l a t e d features t h a t predate s t a t e h o s p i t a l and use and are no longer 
extant may s u r v i v e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y i n the main core area of the s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l and i n the area west of Palmer Road. S t r u c t u r a l remains and 
associated o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features also may survive from the 
state-owned land use h i s t o r y at the h o s p i t a l , beginning i n 1862 w i t h 
i t s use as one of the s t a t e almshouses through i t s redesignations as 
the State Primary School i n 1847 and as the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l f o r 
E p i l e p t i c s from 1895 to 1903. 

A t •̂Jfc,, „.•, •••.,.<,•'•,. /• 
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Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n -./'A . . - : , • 

See attached maps. • ' -.j ; ; • ' . 

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ' - -

The nomination i s confined t o the present campus boundaries which were 
achieved d u r i n g the p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . The o r i g i n a l 185 acres 
were increased ,to the present 671 acres by the e a r l y 20th century. 
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MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP# BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE STATUS RE£ 

1 Farm Grp Pool/Playgr. 1948 n/a B 
2 Superintendent's Hse 1922 Cl a s s i c a l Revival c B 
3 Dwelling; Farm Group 4 ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne C • M _ 
4 Bungalow #1 1931 Craftsman/Bungalow 
5 garage ca. 1930s n/a c ^ . B 
6 Bungalow #2 1924 Craftsman/Bunga1ow c B 
7 garage ca. 1930s n/a B 
8 Bungalow #3 1924 C r a f t sman/Bunga1ow c 
9 Bungalow #4 1924 Craftsman/Bunga1ow • M.' 
10 Bungalow #6 • .- . 1924 Cr a f t sman/Bunga1ow c B 
11 garage ca. 1930s n/a c B 
12 S i t e of Farm Group 1, 2 ca. 1900 n/a c Si 
13 Brookside (Couples Dorm) 1960 Colonial Revival NC B 
14 Simons ( I n f i r m a r y ) 1957 Modern NC B 
15 Childs' Colony (Boys) 1910 Craftsman C B 
16 Childs' Colony ( C l i f f s i d e ) 1910 Craftsman C • B 
17 Childs' Colony (Lodge) 1910 Craftsman c B 
18 Childs' Colony Pool 1948 n/a NC St 
19 Childs' Colony play area ca. 1948 n/a NC St 
20 Cemetery ^• , ca. 1940 n/a c S i 
21 Barn ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame c B 
22 Barn ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame c B 
23 Barn .̂ ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame c B 
24 Barn/bull pens \ v A, , ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n / c o n c r e t e c B 
25 Barn ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame c B 
26 Barn , y . ' ^ ̂ -̂V''• ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame B 
27 Shed ' • ,. ̂  A'-- . ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame c ' • B 
28 Shed - :A '.' ; '. .y-. • ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n / c o r r . metal c • m • 29 Power Plant ' • 1938 Moderne/Art Deco c 
30 small shed ca. 1970s n/a (b r i c k ) , iiaii' ':-9A 
31 small sewage shed .;. ca. 1930s n/a ( b r i c k ) ^ , -

n/a • " -.;- , ' 
^yM'. B 

32 small e l e c t r i c substa. • ca. 1940s 
n/a ( b r i c k ) ^ , -
n/a • " -.;- , ' 

^yM'. 
$t 

33 Sewage Treatment 
2 po o l s / b r i c k headhouse 

1939 n/a ,• , V. • : \_ . (3)C y 

>*• 34 small shed ca. 1940s n/a (metal) ' m. 35 small shed ca. 1940s n/a (wood) •;' ' ' B 
36 Greenhouse/Coldframes 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n , Sl^ 
37 Veg. Storage Barn " • pre-1898 U t i l i t a r i a n >;f :m. fi,. 
38 New Hope/Laundry 1961 Modern '• ' m -̂11 

••* 'i - v.., 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

HAP# BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE STATUS RESOURCE 

39 Farm O f f i c e -r'- pre-1900 U t i l i t a r i a n / w o o d frame C @ 
40 Garage . ca. 1940s U t i l i t a r i a n • £l 
41 A. Lolas Mem. Park . ca. 1990 n/a B 

s i t e of Clough 1906 n/a 
# 

42 Mens Hosp/Berkshire . 1899 Colonial Revival j . 
43 Male Attends/Quabog . 1930 Colonial Revival c - ' 
44 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i V 1898 Colonial Revival c 45 small shed / ca. 1980s n/a (concrete block) m & 
46 small shed ca. 1980s n/a (concrete block) 
47 Special Care Unit y A : - : . " 1921 Colonial Revival c f 
48 Daly Hall/att. pool ".r :̂  . I960 Modern NC S 
49- small shed --̂  • 

Fern. Hosp/Hampshire , ' 
y ' . • ca. 1980s n/a (concrete block) NC B . 

§0 
small shed --̂  • 
Fern. Hosp/Hampshire , ' . 1899 Colonial Revival : . c. 1 ' Si Women South/Wayside , •/ • 1907 Colonial Revival •• c ^' ^ i 

• 
Recreation P a v i l i o n - 1942 n/a NC: 

IS Buckley ; , 1957 Modern W . IS 
Bungalow #5 .. - 1925 . • • Craftsman/Bunga1ow C S 
Piggery ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n .̂ C •1 • 5€ Shed (wood frame) ,, i ca. 193 0s U t i l i t a r i a n c Si 

57 Garage (6 bay) '• ca. 1940 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B-
58 Garage (5 bay) ca. 1940 U t i l i t a r i a n (wood frame) NC *• • • B 
59 Carpenter Shop • . 1932 U t i l i t a r i a n C y : y. B-

- 60 small shed •• ca. 1940s n/a (wood frame) NC i ; 
small shed . ca. 1940s n/a (wood frame) ' NC : ' B 

' m Laundry/Engineering . = 1898/1932 Craftsman 'y c B 
Power Hse/Grounds 1898 Craftsman c B ^ 

. 64 Storage ca. 1920s Craftsman elements c 
B ^ 

> ' &5 S t a f f Cottage 1908 Craftsman 'c: •' 
, 66 Main Kitchen : , 1937 C l a s s i c a l Revival c Baypath 1900 Craftsman c 

m Hampden 1900 Craftsman ' : 'B., 
H i l l s i d e ' ' ' . ; • 1900 Craftsman c B 
Nurses Home/Quabbin ' ', '.- 1902 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. c B 

71 Ledges 1900 Craftsman c B 
C h i l d Hosp/Valleyview 1930 "•• Colonial Revival c 

^ 73 Fem. Hosp/Longview 1932 Col o n i a l Revival c m 
•74 Hodskins 1949 Colonial Revival B 

Retaining Wall ca. 1900 n/a - . c St • 
•• 76 Parent/Friends Center ca. 1990 Post Modern -'v. m B 

- € 
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MAP# BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE STATUS RESOURCE 

77 Bridge ca. 1980 n/a (concrete) NC St 
78 Bridge ca. 1980 n/a (concrete) NC St 
79 Bridge ca. 1940 n/a (concrete) • NC St 
80 P a v i l i o n 1993 n/a -A NC St 
81 small shed ca. 1980 n/a y" NC B 
82 Old Sewage Treatment ca. 1900 n/a C St 
83 S i t e of Farm Group 6 ca. 1900 n/a C S i 
84 S i t e of Farm Colony ca. 1900 n/a C Si 
85 A g r i c u l t u r a l land n/a n/a C Si 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 59 Co n t r i b u t i n g ; 28 Noncontributing 

46 C o n t r i b u t i n g Buildings 
6 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 
7 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 

2 0 Noncontributing B u i l d i n g s 
8 Noncontributing Structures 

A 

-V- -
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