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1. Name of Property

State Almshouse at Monson, State Primary School at Monson, Mass. Hospital
historic name for Epileptics

other names/site number Monson Developmental Center (preferred)

2. Location

street & number ?2n0 State Avenue _NOnot for publication
city or town Mnn.gnn N/E] vicinity

state Ma.q.gaphiispt-t-s COde MA_ county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01069

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this 13 norhination
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
A meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property t>e considered significant

| nationally Q statewide [3 locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additoneU comments.)

Jgmure o catifying officiaimtlejujjith *iB. McDonoughDM® Executive Director
N 55sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
o Fedad agacy ad bureau

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is: n (,\ Signature of the Keeper Matlen:-1 ite"j st ePate of Action

Bentered in the National Register.
G See continuation sheet.
G determined eligible for the

National Register
G See continuation sheet.

G determined not eligible for the
National Register.

G removed from the National
Register.

G other, (explain:)



Monson Developmental Center

Name o Propaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one tiox)
G private G building(s)
Q public-local 0 district
S public-State G site
G public-Federal G structure
Q object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

M ss. State Hospitals & State School s

6. Function or Use

[-llstoric Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

HAT. TH TARE/ HCBPI TAL;  nmental hospital

EDUCATI N state primary school

AR AQLTURE storage, field, animl
facility, outbuilding

DOMESTI C; al nshouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) \Y

Hampshire County, MA
County ad Sate

Nunrriser of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
A6 20 buildings
6 sites
8 Structures
objects
59 28 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

0

Qurrent Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) .
HEALTH CARE/HOSPITAL: mental hospital

VACANT

Materials <o
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th 5 ?nth ~rUrMfA - Colonial Revivals, foundation fieldstone, granite, concrete

Classical Revivals
T.ate 19th & 20th American - Craftsman

Other - Utilitarian

Narrative Description

walls JrcL ck.

wood - shingle, clapboard

roof stone - slate, asphalt

<\ Other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRI PTI ON

Location/ Surroundings: The 671-acre Monson Devel opment Center canpus
i ssited immediately south of thePalmer town center andthe
Massachusetts Turnpi ke/State Route 32 interchange. Route 32 runs east
of thecanmpus and provides access vi a Hospital Road. The tracks of
the Vermont Central Railroad parallel Route 32 and pass throught he
northeast corner of thecanmpus. The Quaboag River forms part ofthe
campus boundary, while Chicopee Mountain and Bald Peak defineits
eastern and western edges. The canpus i scentered on a narrow valley,
which i straversed by Upper Palmer Road. The original site was 185
acres, and t he canmpus had reached close toitspresent extent bythe
early twentieth century. Major |and purchases were nmade i n 1898 and
1903 while thefacility served as t heMassachusetts Hospital for
Epileptics.

Site/Landscape: The Annual Report of 1898 described thecharms ofthe
site thus:
... (itis) abeautiful site, shaded by an old growth of elnms and
mapl es, on a hillside overlooking one of thenost picturesque
val l eys of t he Commonwealth. The farm of two hundred and thirty
acres can be nade very productive."

In actuality, thesite was selected first for i tsproximty to water
sources and transportation, second for itsfertility, and finallyfor
its beauty and views. The requirement for water was fulfilled bythe
Quaboag River and it stributaries, while theneed for reliable
transportation was net by t heVernmont Central Railroad, which cut
through thenortheast corner of thecanpus.

Additionally, thevalley provided fertile soils tosupport the
agricultural activities that were an important conmponent ofthe
treatment program and canmpus econony until themi d-twentieth century.
The original 185-acre core of thecanpus was noted as hard and rocky,
but later additions were nore productive. That original core included
the 155-acre farm of G deon Merrick, as well as adjoining lands owned
by M. Fay; i twas part of one of thetown's first |and grants, to
David Killian (Moulton 1960: 108). S A I

The original farm group was sited opposite (W the present

Admi nistration Building (#44) on t heeast bank of thetributary, and
was |ater noved northward toitspresent location near the confluence
of the Quaboag. Several turn-of-the-century farmbuildings (#21-28)
till stand, although many arei nseverely deteriorated condition, and
open fields (#85)remain along theeast bank of thetributary. Two
other, and perhaps earlier, barns (#37,39) remain i nbetter condition
on Hospital Road.

(continued)
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Hillside siting provides dramatic views for many of the extant

buildings devoted t opatients andstaff. Themain building groupi s
located southeast of Palmer andHospital Roads on a steep site that
climbs the |ower northwestern slope of Chicopee Mountain. This area

is accessed by a loop road that incorporates the earlier Maconber
Road. Devel opnent i s concentrated at the north end, near Hospital
Road, where the original 1850s al mshouse stood. The rather haphazard
siting of buildings reflects the long andvaried history of the site.
Al'though the landscape appears t ohave evolved rather than t ohave
been designed, pleasant grassy areas are often formed between
buildings. | nsone cases, these are treated as playgrounds. Mat ur e
trees, especially hem ocks, cedars, arbor vitae, andwhite pinesare
planted along the roads andaround many of the buildings, acting as

wi ndbl ocks andhel ping t ocontrol erosion. A stone wall remains along
the southern endof Maconmber Road, which is also lined by mature white
pines.

A secondary building group, consisting of the former Superintendent's
House (#2), a group of staff bungal ows (#4-11), andachildren's
colony (#15-19) arelocated t othe west on Upper Pal mer Road. Behi nd
them an extensive wooded area rises sharply t oBald Peak. Michof
this area was developed t osupplement the hospital's existing
agricultural conponent in the first half of the 20th century.
Remmants of that useremain in several fields, andthe sites of former
agricultural colonies (#12, 83, 84), as well as oneextant dwelling
(#3). Some fields, shown onhistoric maps, have reverted t owoodl and.
Bal d Peak Road retains the character of a narrow, unpaved carriage
road lined by overarching trees. Private agricultural activitiesare
still very much in evidence inthe valley, south of the campus.

Buil dings: Although the site was initially developed by the state as
an al mshouse i n 1852-1854 andserved as the State Primary School
throughout the late nineteenth century, itspresent masonry and
wood-frame buildings date primarily fromitsconversion to the
Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics in 1895-1898. Most of t he
buildings aretwo- t othree-story, red-brick structures exhibiting

el ements of the popular Craftsman or Colonial Revival styles. The

ol der Craftsman-style buildings are generallysited onthe ridgeof
Chi copee Mountain at the eastern edge of the canmpus. Maconber Road,
which runs through the center of the main building group, i slined by
early twentieth century Colonial Revival-style buildings. Sever al
md- tolate-twentieth century buildings, which are generally larger
in scale andstripped of detail, occupy the western and southern
perimeters. n

Support/ mai ntenance structures, which are generallybrick, andthe
wood-frame farm group are located t othe north. Sone of theseare
believed t odate t othe early almshouse/primary school period. The
staff bungal ows (#4-11) andformer Superintendent's House (#2) on t he

(continued)
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west side of Upper Palmer Road are the only other wood-frame buildings
of note. Thesteepness of the site creates fully exposed basements on
one side for many of the buildings and has led to the construction of
retaining walls, nmost notably the high granite block wall (#75) behind
the main kitchen (#66). This is inthe location of the original

al mhouse building, soi tis tempting to speculate that i tnay be part
of that foundation. Nevertheless, it sappearance is simlar to the
foundations of several early 20th century buildings, soi t probably
dates to that period.

Integrity: Building conditions range from excellent to extremely
deteriorated or completely gone. In general, buildings inthe latter
category are located onthe west side of the canpus. Qn the east
side, many of the older patient wards and staff dormitories have been
rehabilitated with newl/1 sash, concrete handi capped access ranps,

el evator shafts, and interior inprovements, while others have simply
been well maintained. To the west, the former Children's Col ony
(#15-19), the former staff bungalows (#4-11), and a former farm colony
dwelling (#3) behind the well-maintained former Superintendent's House
(#2) have been neglected to the point where preservation seens
unlikely. Arecent (1993) fire has substantially danaged one building
in the Children's Colony. Thefarm group (#21-28) is also largely in
ruins. Major building losses include farm colonies (#12, 83, 84) i n
the vicinity of Bald Peak Road, and the former Men's Asylum (#41).
There are nobuildings that appear to predate state ownership. The

| andscape setting for buildings remains rural and agricultural,
although some of the fields have received newbuildings and sone have
reverted to woodl and.

Representative buildings are described bel ow
Central Group: Maconber Road
#44.  AdministrationBuilding (1898, figure #2)

The AdministrationBuilding is ared-brick structure of simple
rectangular plan rising three stories from a high basement with
granite watertable to a slate hip roof with pedi mented dormersand
chimeys. | tis trimmed with brick quoins that rise from the
watertable to the second-story brick beltcourse. A double-leaf entry
with fan and sidelights is centered onthe three-bay west facade where
it isprotected by a one-story Tuscan porch. At the second story,t he
entry i s surmounted by anoriel, recalling buildings at Taunton State
Hospital (see form. Wndows are segmentally arched and contain?2/2
sash. Thebuilding is four bays deep.

(continued)
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#42, 50: Berkshire and Hanmpshire (1899-1900; figure #2) - '" '
Berkshire and Hanpshire areprobably thedormitories shown flanking
the Administration Building on theBird' s Eye View of 1900 (fig.2),
although thearms of their H-plan areconsiderably shorter thani s
shown, extending by only one brick wyeth on thesouth. They are two-
story, red-brick buildings enclosed by slate gable roofs with boxed
cornices above brick entablatures. Door and wi ndow openings are
segmental ly arched. Inconspicuous entries arelocated on t he side

el evations. The ten-bay west facades arecentered on four-bay

pedi mented cross pavilions. The cross pavilions and wings contain
Colonial Revival-style oculi i ntheir pediments. A recent
rehabilitation added new 1/1 wi ndow sash, elevator towers betweenthe
north side wings, and concrete handicap ranps at t he sout hwest
corners.

#51:  Wayside (1906-1907)

Cl ough (#41) and Wayside were also identical wards that flanked
Berkshire and Hanmpshire. Clough has recently been demolished and
replaced by Alexander Lolas Memorial Park. Wayside i sa red-brick
building whose long, 26-bay rectangular mass i sbroken into three
parts by gabled cross pavilions that extend north t oenmbrace the main
entry, and south as rear ells. The three-story vertical massi s
simlarly divided with thefirst story treated as a basenent set of f
by a granite watertable. |1t i senclosed by a slate gable roof with
chimeys and ventilators. Segmental-arch windows with granite sills
contain new 1/1 sash. Original entries have been replaced by a full-
length porch between thenorth wings. Oculi arelocated i ngable
fields, while thenorth cross pavilions aredefined by quoins and
first-story rustication. Clough and Waysi de were constructed as
dorm tories for"excited" patients.

#70: Quabbin (1902)

Quabbin was constructed as a Nurses' Residence soon after Monson was
converted totheMassachusetts Hospital for Epileptics. Like many
other buildings of that period at Monson and el sewhere i nthe state
hospital system i ti sconstructed of redbrick and displays elements

of theCraftsman and Colonial Revival styles. Architecturally, it is
one of thenost interesting on thecanpus. Built on a rectangular
plan with a large rear el | at the southwest corner, i trises 2 1/2

stories from a high brick foundation with granite watertable toan
overhanging slate hi proof with exposed, carved rafter ends. Two
ventilators arecentered on theroof ridge. Five hip-roof wall

dormers ar e evenly spaced across thenine-bay front and rear

el evations, with one on each of thethree-bay side elevations. Wndows
with granite sills and splayed lintels contain 6/6 sash. The
symmetrical west facade I sframed by two bay cross pavilions and
contains themain entry, which i sprotected by a one-story, six-collam
Tuscan porch with balustrade. The large nine-by-three-bay rear ell i s
purely Colonial Revival and i ssimlar to 193 0s buildings constructed

(continued)
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el sewhere in the state hospital system |t rises three stories from a
hi gh basement set off by a molded brick watertable to a hip roof. A

well-detailed entry with a large fanlight is centered on the south
el evation. W ndows, with cast-stone sills, contain 6/6 sash.

#43: Quaboag (1930)

Constructed as a Male Attendant's Hone, the Colonial Revival -style
Quaboag is similar to contemporary buildings at other canmpuses. |t is
a fifteen-by-one-bay, rectangular-plan structure that rises three
stories froma high foundation with nolded watertable to a slate hip
roof. A recessed entry with a fan and sidelights is centered on the
east facade. Wndows with cast-stone sills and flared brick lintels
contain 6/6 sash. -

Western Ridge A

#68, 69 Hanpden and Hillside (1900; figure #2)

These two adjacent Craftsman-style buildings form another identical
pair. Both are eight-by-four-bay, rectangular-plan structures that
rise two stories fromgranite foundations to overhanging slate hip
roofs with exposed carved rafter ends. They are constructed of red
brick. Wndows with granite sills and lintels contain new 1/1 sash.
Entries, which are centered on the south elevations, both display
recent brick porches and concrete handicap ranps. They originally
served as patient cottages.

#67: Bavpath (1900) *o
Constructed at the sane time as Hanpden and Hillside, Baypath shares
many of their features, including granite foundation, red-brick walls,
slate hip roof with carved rafter ends, and wi ndows with granite
lintels and sills. 't is a larger twelve-by-six-bay building,
constructed on an H-plan with brick ells extending northward and
screened porches that contain the entries on the south. |t has also "
been rehabilitatedwith single-pane sash. |t originally served as a o
patient cottage. '
#71: Ledges (1900) . « X et - P
The five-by-three-bay Ledges shares many characteristics with its A

A contemporaries described above, including granite foundation, red-

1 brick walls, slate hip roof with exposed rafter ends, and wi ndows with
granite lintels and sills. The entry with a simple wood-frame porch
is centered on the east facade. Wndows contain the sane new 1/1
sash, and a concrete handi capped-access ranp has been added on the

south side. 't originally served as a patient cottage.

#65: Personnel (1908) *
This Craftsman-style building was constructed as female staff housing x
and is the only wood-frame building on this part of the canpus. It is

a a simple shingle-clad structure that rises two stories froma high

(continued)
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fieldstone foundation t o an overhanging hi proof with carved rafter ‘e
ends.

Sout h End

#72, 73, 74: Valleyview, Longview, Hodskins (1930, 1932, 1949)

These arethree simlar structures built on thedouble-Y plan that -V,
becanme popular i nthe 1930s for infirmaries. Al |l are red-brick

structures enclosed by gable roofs with central cupolas. They face

west over the valley and display center entries with varied J assi cal A
Revival -style surrounds.

Val l eyview and Longview rise one story from high basements, whilethe
| ater Hodskins i stwo stories. Al |l have been rehabilitated withthe

1/1 sash seen on nmany of theother buildings. v -
#53. Buckley (1957)

Buckley i sone of thefewlarge-scalenodern structures that were N
constructed i nthepost-Wrld War | I period. |1 tisalong, 29-bay "

red-brick structure that rises three stories toa flat roof. The
stories are separated by wi de bands of cast stone that take the place
of traditional beltcourses. The main entry, with five-bay enclosed
porch, i scentered on thewest facade. A large el | extends fromthe
center of therear elevation, while smaller screened ells extend back
from t he ends.

Agricultural Buildings

#37: \Vegetable Storage Barn (pre-1898; figure #2) A

This barn was part of theearly farm group that faced the ol d

Al mshouse and t hepresent AdministrationBuilding (Fig. 2). |t was
probably noved to it spresent site near the Greenhouse (#36) ca. 1907.
It i sa simple shingle-cladvernacular structure that rises two
stories from a stone foundation toa slate gable roof. W ndows

contain 6/6 sash. Vehicular entries arelocated on t hewest gable end
and t hesouth side.

#39: Barn/Farm Of fice (pre 1898; figure #2)

* This i sanother early barn that served as thefarmoffice i nthe early
twentieth century. 1 ti sa one-story clapboard-clad structure

A enclosed by a gable roof with pedi mented dormers and a ventilating
cupola. Wndows contain 6/2 sash. A pedestrian entry with bracketed
hood i slocated on t hesouth side, while a vehicular entry®occupies
the east gable end. |t was probably noved toitspresent site ca. -
1907. L A

(continued)
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#36: Greenhouse/ Col d Frames (1900)

The greenhouse i si nvery poor condition with thewood-frame headhouse
at thenorth and west ends i na state of collapse, and t heglazed roof
of thehothouse area completely gone. Concrete foundations with a
jumble of pipes remains as do theconcrete foundations of coldframes.
The greenhouse forms t henorthwest corner of a level grassed yard that
is shelteredby rows of hem ocks on t heother sides.

#21, 22, 23: Barns (ca. 1907) *

Sited behind t hepower plant (#29), near t he Quaboag River and former
cultivated fields, these aresimilar clapboard-clad structures that
rise 1 1/2 stories from stone and concrete foundations to asphalt
gable roofs. Most wi ndows ar e boarded, but sone reveal remants of
6/6 sash. They areused for storage and remain i nfair condition,.
They stand on thenorth side of therear entrance road.

#24-28: Barns/ Sheds (ca. 1930) . .

Adjacent tothestream i nthis area on theopposite site of the road,
the remmants of a large cow barn remain including the concrete
headhouse, foundation of a |large rear ell, andbull pens formed by
concrete posts and iron bars. The headhouse i sstill i nuse as a
riding stable. Two clapboard-clad barns with shed roofs arelocated
in an overgrown thicket totherear, while a wood-frame shed and | arge
corrugated metal shed aresited on theopposite side of theriver.
Al'l of thebuildings i nthewdods arei na state of collapse.
Foundations of other buildings may exist as well, as several nore
outbuildings appear on early twentieth century naps.

#55: Piggery (ca. 1930)
The piggery i stheonly farmbuilding sited at thesouth end ofthe

canpus. | t consists of a clapboard-clad headhouse on a concrete
foundation, with 6/6 sash, and a long concrete rear el | enclosed by a
gambrel roof with four evenly spaced ventilators. It i sdated at 1950
by current state records, but appears tobe earlier, perhaps fromthe
1930s.

Support G oup

Portions of these buildings nay date tothealmshouse/primary school

period as indicated by thefollowing 1898 quote from an Annual Report

describing theconversion of thefacility toa hospital for

epileptics:
Most of theold buildings, being considered unfit for hospital
purposes, were sold, torn down, and removed. The brick power and
[aundry buildings were preserved and renovated for the central
heating, electric lighting and power plants, machine shop,
[aundry, bakery, store, and sewing rooms. An extra story was
added totheol dcarpenter and paint shop, thus furnishing a large

(continued)
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industrial room for male patients in addition to itsoriginal
accommodati ons.

#63: Grounds Buildings (1898; figure #2)

Grounds my once have served as the power plant, and portions may
predate 1898. I t consists of two similar three-by-four-bay buildings
set at right angles to one another. Both are one-story, red-brick
structures enclosed by slate hip roofs with exposed rafter ends that
are surmounted by large, glazed monitors. Paired wi ndows, set in

segmental ly arched openings, contain 12/12 double-hung sash. The
south end appears originally to have been connected to another
building, as shown on the 1900 Bird's Eye (fig. 2).

#62: Engineering (ca. 1898; figure #2) '

Engi neering my once have served as the laundry, and portions may
predate 1898. 't issimlar to the Grounds Building (#63). It is a
larger, three-by-six-bay building with paired 6/6 sash in segmental
surrounds, but retains the red-brick construction, overhanging roof
with exposed rafters, and glazed monitor. A later wing extends
northward, and displays shingle siding on itsnorth face.

#29: Power Pl ant/Central Supply (1938)

The Power Plant is a large, red-brick structure with cast-stone
Moderne-style trim |t consists of a three-story power generation
area at the east end with a two-story storage wing with loading bays

extending to the west. The east end features a tower at the northeast

corner and a tall smokestack at the southeast corner. Both sections
display large windows with multipane sash. Brick piers that rise
through the cast-stone coping of the roof divide the bays. |t was
constructed with WA funding.

East Side: Upper Pal mer Road

#2: Superintendent's House/Pine Ridge (1922)

The former Superintendent's House is sited on a high knoll at the
northern edge of the developed campus overlooking Upper Pal mer Road
and the Farm Group to the east. |t is an unusual clapboard-clad

dwelling rising two stories from a high stone foundation to a hip roof

extended on carved brackets. An interior chimey rises through the
south ridge, while an exterior chimey is located on the north wall.
The house is trimmed with paneled corner pilasters and a dentilated

cornice. The asymmetrical four-bay facade features paired and single
wi ndows with 82 sash, an entry with sidelights, and a projecting bay

with a curved roof. The house is fronted by an open terrace and
framed by one- story sunporches.

(continued)
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#4-11: Staff Bungal ows/ Garages (1924/1930s)

These former staff cottages are of more architectural interest than
most of their counterparts at other state hospitals. Typical of the
bungal ow style, they are small, one-story structures of simple
rectangular plan, enclosed by overhanging cross-gable roofs. They are
stuccoed, with shingled gables and porches. Sash is double-hung with
three vertical panes over single panes. These essentially identica
houses are differentiatedprimarily by their porch detail. For
exanpl e. Bungal ow #4 displays paired Tuscan colonettes, while #3
features the flared piers commonly associated with the bungal ow style.
The garages appear to postdate the cottages by about a decade

#15-17: Children's Colony (1910)

The cruciform plan dormtories of the children's colony were model ed
after the wards at the Wentham School (1907; see form and were
designed by the sanme architects, Kendall & Stevens. They are two-
story, red-brick structures rising fromhigh granite block basenments
to overhanging hip roofs with center ventilators and chimeys. As was
the case at Wentham one of the cruciform arnms is treated as an entry
pavilion while the others are glazed with large double wi ndows. The
wi ndows are separated by panels with burnt headers arranged in a
cruciform pattern, also derived from the Wentham buildings. The
former Administration/Hospital (#17) Building is a simple three story
structure of rectangular plan. lts wi ndows have granite sills and
lintels and 6/6 sash. All three are in very poor condition, with
broken wi ndows, missing doors, and deteriorated roofs, leaving them
open to the weather; one of the buildings recently sustained damage in
a fire (1993). .

Archaeol ogical Description Do .

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the state
hospital property, it is possible that sites are present. Five sites
are reported in the general area (withinone mile). The physica
characteristics of the hospital grounds, level to moderately sloping,
well-drained terraces in close proximty to the Quaboag River,

Chi copee Brook, an unnaned brook and related wetlands, indicate
favorable locational criteria for Native subsistence and settlement
activities. Each of the above streams are tributariesof the

Connecticut River via the Chicopee River. These factors combined with
the availability of open land on the state hospital grounds indicates
a high potential for the recovery of significant prehistoric
resources. Sensitivity for prehistoric resources is the highest in
the northeastern portion of the hospital bordering the Quaboag River
Chi copee Brook, and adjoining floodplains. Prehistoric sites are
located in simlar locales in the general area. Prehistoric
sensitivity is also high around the unnamed tributary stream that

flows north through the center of the hospital to the Quaboag River

(continued)
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A high potential also exists for lo
archaeol ogical remains on the state
19th century farms and part of a thi
times for the entire 671-acre hospit
grounds was also included in the fir
No structures survive from these ear
indicating a high potential exists f
from 19th and possibly 18th century
related outbuildings.

cating significant historic
hospital property. At least two
rd were purchased at different
al. A portion of the hospital

st land grants given in the town.
|y farms and |and grants,

or locatingstructural remains
farmhouses and agriculturaly-

Occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) my also
survive in association with each of these structures. Farmsteads and
related features that formerly existed on state hospital land and are
no longer extant my survive archaeologically in the main core area of
the state hospital and in the area west of Palmer Road. Structural
remai ns and associated occupational-related features also probably
survive from the state-owned |and use history at the hospital,
beginning with itsuse as one of three state almshouses in 1852
through itsredesignations as the State Primary School in 1866 and as
the Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics from 1895 to 1909.

Archaeol ogical remains my survive from numerous structures associated
with the almshouse, including the old al nmshouse building demolished
sometime during the late 19th century. Most buildings associated with
the Almshouse/Primary School period have been sold, torn down, and
removed during the conversion to the Hospital for Epileptics. Only
#63, the Grounds Building, and #62, the Engineering Building, my
predate 1818. They my have served as poor plant and laundry for the
earlier period; however, this earlier use has not been documented.
Some barns, especially #37 and #39, my also date to the earlier

Al mshouse/Primary School period. Each of the above structures still
extant, which my predate the Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics
(1895-1898), lies along the western and southern perimeters of the
hospital grounds. Structures and occupational-related features
surviving archaeologically from this period my also be present in
these areas. Archaeological survivals my also exist for several
structures associated with 20th century land use at the state
hospital. Structural remains my survive from the farm colony |ocated
across the Palmer Road on the western slope of Bold Peak. Only one
dormitory of four remains in the area. Similar remains my also
survive for the former Men's Asylum (#41). Several barns (including.
Mp #s 21, 22, 23, 37 and 39) my have also been noved in 1907,

| eaving archaeological remains at their original locations. A I
cemetery (#30) also survives from the hospital use as the State

Al mshouse. Unmarked graves my exist in the cemetery, particularly
around it speriphery or at other locations where gravestones have
become overgrown or obscured.

O .0 Ai (end) " e o e oW
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property . . .
for National Register listing.) (ETG Camesfm II’S]‘LU](]’B)
HEALTH/MEDICINE
S A Property is associated with events that have made ARCHITECTURE
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of SOCIAL HISTORY
our history. .
EMTCATTON
« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and ] S
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. 1854-1940
e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations 5 Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o % . 1854 - almshouse establishment

1866 - primary school
1895 - epllepf-irs hnspltal

Property is: > A vl -

A owned by a religious institution or used for

Significant Person
religious purposes. A (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
« B removed from its original location. ;

. Cultural Affiliation
e C a birthplace or grave.

N/A
E D a cemetery. '
e E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
* Fa commemorative property. Architect/Builder
unknown
« G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
» preliminary determination of individual listing (36 [Instate Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested e Other State agency
e previously listed in the National Register * Federal agency ,
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Register e University
« designated a National Historic Landmark + Other Yy o y-y
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

L . . . Massachusetts Historlral CnTnmlssinn
« recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #
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10. Geographical Data
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(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)
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street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zip code.
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HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

Monson Devel opmental Center possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation. | twas
established by Chapter 275 of t heActs of 1852 as one of three state
al mhouses, along with Bridgewater and Tewksbury. The al nshouses were
necessitated by t heunprecedented influx of Irish immgrants at that
time. They represented thestate's first venture into care of the
poor, arole previously filled exclusivelyby thecities and towns.

In 1866, Monson was redesignated as t he State Primary School,
formalizing itsdeveloping associationwith pauper children. From
1895 t 01909, i t was designated t heMassachusetts Hospital for
Epileptics, andi t continued t oserve epileptics until 1960 as Monson
State Hospital. Most of thevaried andwell designed buildings on t he
canmpus date t otheearly twentiethcentury, andreflect theimportant
transition from al mshouse/ primary school t oepileptic hospital.
Monson's history clearly embodies major trends i ncare of the poor,

sick, andinsane as described i ntheoverview. |t meets criteria A
and C of theNational Register of Historic Places andi s significant
on thelocal andstate levels. [|tsperiod of significance extends

from 1854t o 1940.

An 1880 Memorial History of thestate hadthis t osayabout theunique

origins androle of thethree state al mshouses:
...these State Al mshouses of Massachusetts were unlike any other
charitable institutions i nthecountry, i n that they were
established and supported by t he State Government, and even here
they were intended as nmere temporary expedients t omeet a pressing
emergency. The i mmedi ate cause of their establishment was t he
large influx of foreign immgration, following theperiodof
general fam ne andgreat distress which prevailed throughout
Ireland during theyear 1847, andpopulated the manufacturing
towns of the State beyond their capacity t oprovide, fillingthe
town al mshouses t ooverflowing, andburdening thetowns with a
large andinsupportable pauper dependency. Petitions for relief
poured into thelegislature of 1852 from every side, andthe State
Al mshouses were theresult. (Marden 1880: 158)

A local history states that an unprecedented 10,267 people appliedto
the Commonwealth for relief i n1851, at a cost tothestateof
$212,000 (Moulton 1960: 105).

According t oAnnual Reports, Monson was far |ess overburdened by t he
"insupportabl e pauper dependency" than was Tewksbury, perhaps because
it was so far inland. Between it sopening onMay 1, 1854, and
Decenber 31, 1854, Monson admitted a total of only 723 paupers as
conpared t 02,193 at Tewksbury i n the sane time period. The 723
admtted t oMonson included 458 mal es and 265 females, 268 of whom
were natives of Ireland, and 275 natives of Massachusetts. Over 300

(continued)
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were noted as unhealthy at the time of adm ssion. Extreme
overcrowdi ng at Tewksbury was relieved by transferring patientsto
both Monson and Bridgewater. At Monson, the inmates were described

thus:

Al'l who are able to work are required to apply themselves to sone
kind of labor; generally no compulsion has been necessary for this
purpose, but the inmates have, for the nost part, desired to nake
themsel ves useful in some way by their industry....The inmates
seem general ly happy and contented, and disposed to yield a pronmpt
and cheerful obedience, so that i tis seldomnecessary to use any
restraint or discipline to insure this (1st Annual Report 1854) .

I't was also noted that a chaplain conducted services on Sunday. The
annual cost of supporting each pauper was $56.33, somewhat higher than
Tewksbury's $49.15. Dr. S D Brooks of South Hadley was appointed as
the first Superintendent at an annual salary of $1,000 (Moulton 1960:

105) .
The administratorsat Monson, like their counterparts at Tewksbury,
considered their wood-frame buildingsto be inadequate and unsafe (see
fig. 1). In their First Annual Report of 1854, they said:
The buildings, i tis well known, are constructed of wood with
slate roofs. It would have been in better keeping with the other
. public institutions of the Commonwealth, and afforded a nore
secure protection against fire, i f the materials had been of nore

substantial character. And this is the nore to be regretted, as
the location (Mnson) is inthe vicinity of stone quarries, so
that the expense of erecting buildingsof this material could not
have exceeded, by a very large sum the actual cost of the present
establishment. But as i tis, with such a multitude of helpless
and infirm persons of both sexes brought together in these
buildings, humanity denmands that every precaution possible should
be taken against fire. : :

Al'l of the original almshouses were identical wood-frame buildings
consisting of four-story central cores flanked by three-story wings
that extended back to a depth of 125 around central courtyards. Like
the Kirkbride buildings developed for insane asyliams, the al mshouses
contained al | functionswithin a single structure. The central cores
served administrative purposes, including chapels on the upper
stories, while the wings contained dormtories to accommodate 700
paupers. Kitchens, laundry facilities, and storerooms were |located in
the cellars. The almshouses appear to have been model ed on the
original 1848 Lyman School structure (see Westborough State Hospital)
but because they were constructed of wood, they were considered drafty
firetraps that were difficult to heat. They do not survive at
Tewksbury, and i tisunlikely that the original Bridgewater structure

survives either. Marden described the identical sh, facility I
thus: ilvk ‘.l’ _— ‘l'

(continued)
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The main building has a frontage of 200', i sfour stories high,
, with wings extending backward from both ends tothedepth of 125",
and i salmost identical i nevery respect, tothemin buildingsat

Monson and Bridgewater, having indeed been constructed fromt he
same plans and specifications. The center of thefront ofthe
main building i soccupied by the Superintendent and officers as

- living apartments, and theentire capacity of thewings, withthe
exception of thesewing and dining rooms, i sdevoted to sleeping
dormtories for theinmates (Marden 1880: 153).

It was also noted that thesquare enclosed by thebuildings was
planted with numerous species of flowers.

Wthin a decade of establishment, thealnmhouses were converted to
specialized functions as t hepoor, like the "insane," were nore
closely classified. Bridgewater becanme the State Workhouse, receiving
the criminal poor and insane; Tewksbury remained the State Alnshouse,
but with an increasinglylarge department for harm ess, chronic insane
of thepauper class (seeform); and Monson becane t he State Primary
School, receiving pauper children. Monson was associated with
children from t hebeginning when t heFirst Annual Report noted that
356 of theinmates were under theage of fifteen. As early as 1855,
this role was formalized when "An Act providing for the classification
of State Paupers" set Monson apart as a state Pauper School for ages

five tosixteen. | nDecenber 1855, t he Second Annual Report stated
that, "Now for thenost part, only theyoung and comparatively
heal thy and robust ar e brought together i nthis institution." At that

time, Monson's population of 688 included 38 nmen, 63 wonen, 380 boys,
and 207 girls, indicating that theAct had been implemented

i mmedi ately. By 1860, when t hepopul ation stood at 519, i t was
reported that two primary schools and a grammar school were kept with
as many as 100 children attending each class. Another 118 children
had been indentured. - . - o A

Five years later, Monson was officially established as the State
Primary School and Al mshouse, and t hepractice of indenturing m nor
children was abolished. | n 1871, thealnmshouse function was renoved.
The Annual Report of 1872 stated, "The almshouse department, which had
been an obstacle of success tothePrimary School, was abolished by
the last Legislature, theAct taking effect on thefirst of Mwy." At
that time, adult inmates were retained as workers but were not allowed
to associate with thechildren. The 1878 Report proudly stated that,
"Massachusetts we believe i sthefirst state toestablish a primary
school for those children who have no settlement i nany town." The
popul ation had remained stable at 531; buildings included a school,
dormitories, hospital, barn, and other outbuildings (seefig. 1). > e

y- AV \ A A

Vv (continued)
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Monson remai ned the State Primary School lintil Chapter 483 of the Acts

of 1895 converted i tto the Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics.

The hospital officially opened on My 2, 1898, receivingal l adult

epileptics (mle, female, sane, and insane) from existing state

institutions. The First Annual Report of the Hospital for Epileptics

(1898) described the conversion of the site during the period

1895- 1898 thus:
By act of the Legislature of 1895 al | lands, buildings, and
personal property then belonging to the State Primary School were
assigned to the use of this hospital. In addition, the sum of
$160, 000 was appropriated for the constructionof such new
buildings, and for making such repairs, alterations, and additions
to ol d ones, as should be deened sufficient to accommovdate 200
epileptics and the necessary officers and enployees.

Thus was acquired a beautiful site, shaded by an ol d growth of
elms and maples, on a hillside overlooking one of the nost
picturesque valleys of the Conmonwealth. The farm of two hundred
and thirty acres can be made very productive.

W Most of the old buildings, being considered unfit for hospital
purposes, were sold, torn down, and removed. The brick power and
[aundry buildings were preserved and renovated for the central
heating, electric lighting and power plants, machine shop,

[aundry, bakery, store, and sewing rooms. An extra story was
added to the ol d carpenter and paint shop, thus furnishing a large
industrial room for male patients in addition to its original

accommodati ons. v -

The long, one-story wooden hospital building was remodelled into
quarters for subordinate officers, and general enployees. The

other small hospital at the top of the hill will immediately be

enl arged and converted into a cottage for twelve epileptic nen

O the west slope, at right angles to the line of the above and
o, about five hundred feet away, a group of three new buildings has
been constructed of red brick with granite trimm ngs. In the
centre stands the administrationbuilding, separated by the
distance of one hundred feet from a hospital cottage on either

side. Itis about fifty by sixty feet and three stories in
height. The first floor is occupied by offices, waiting room
library, dispensary and small |aboratory, while the two upper
stories provide living apartments for the medical staff and other
officers.

The hospital cottages are equal in size and identical in form one
being designed for woren and the other for nen. Their general
shape is a rectangle, fifty by one hundred and twenty-five feet

with an el | thirty by thirty feet projecting from the north side

A . (continued)
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at either end. In the southeast and southwest corners of each
story are day rooms, between which on the south are two [large
dormitories. O the north are two dining rooms separated by a
serving room common to both. In each el | at the rear of the day
room are four bedroons, in addition to bath, toilet and clothes
rooms. The incline of the ground to the north affords an extra
story on that side, which is used for the kitchen. Each cottage
is divided into four independent sections, each accommdating
twenty-five patients.

The First Annual Report also stated that, "the special treatment of
epilepsy is largely experimental, owing to the lack of accurate data
upon which to base it." |t went on to say that a major function of
the new hospital would be the study of patient needs and disabilities,
to fill this gap. In the meantime, treatment followed that of the
insane, and relied heavily on occupational therapy prograns in a
calmng rural environment. Creation of a separate hospital for
epileptics was part of a general trend to nmore closely classify cases
of insanity, especially those with physical causes, which were felt to
he nmore treatable. |t parallels establishment of a hospital for
alcoholics at Foxborough (see form) in 1889. As a facility for
epileptics, Mounson was |ed by three superintendents: Dr. Everett

Fl ood (1899-1924), Dr. Morgan B Hodskins (1924-1946), and Dr. Roger
G Osterheld (1946-1960) (Moulton 1960: 107).

The old almshouse building was demolished during this period, as it is
not shown in a Bird's Eye View painting of the new hospital published

in the Third Annual Report of 1900 (fig. 2). Itssite is now occupied
by the Main Kitchen (#66; 1935); the large granite retaining wall

behind the kitchen my be part of the al nshouse foundation. The '
Bird's Eye View painting corresponds closely to the 1898 description '
quoted above. |t shows the present Administration Building (#44)

flanked by H-plan male and female dormitories, or hospital cottages,
which correspond in plan and location to the present Berkshire (#42)
and Hanmpshire (#50) buildings. These buildings faced west toward a
farm group that has since been demolished or renmoved (#37, 39).
Portions of the old power plant and laundry mentioned in the
description my survive (#62, 63), although state records date them at
1898. Several freestanding buildings of moderate size are shown on
the hillside to the east, these probably included the present Baypath
(#67), Hanpden (#68), Hillside (#69), and Ledges (#71) buildings.

The 1900 Annual Report describes the buildings as "severely plain in
architectural outline and interior finish, but substantial inutility
and appearance." These my have been designed by E C and G C
Gardner of Springfield. A local history notes that a quarry was
opened on a nearby hill to obtain stone for building foundations
(Moul ton 1960 : 106) .

(continued)
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Bet ween 1900 and 1910, the following buildings were added to the
hospital according to Annual Reports: a laundry with monitor roof
(1900; #62); a nurses' home (Quabbin; 1902, #70), an electric plant
(1902; #63); a dormitory for one hundred "excited" male patients
(recently demolished Clough; 1906; #41); a dormitory for one hundred
"excited" female patients (Wayside; 1907, #51); a male enployees’
building (1908; #65); and a children's colony consisting of an
administration building and male and female dormitories for seventy-
five children each (#s 15, 16, 17). In 1903, an adjoining 300-acre
farm was purchased, bringing the total holdings to about 530 acres;
this probably included land on the west side of Palmer Road where the
children's colony was located. [In 1907, mention was nade of moving
barns, possibly Mp #s 21, 22, 23, 37, 39.

A canpus map of 1904 provides a good sense of the extent of
agricultural activities at that time and demonstrates that the campus
had achieved nearly it spresent size. The main fa2rm group occupied
its present location at the north end of the canpus, on the east side
of Pal mer Road. Labels indicate hen houses, barns, hay storage, and
sheds. The appearance of the remaining buildings indicates that there

were horses and cows as well. The entire area stretching eastward to
the Quaboag River was an agricultural field. Another farm group was
located across Palmer Road on the western slope of Bald Peak. |t

consisted of four dormitoriesand several fields. Only one dormitory
remains (#3), and the fields have revertedto forest. Another group
was | ocated to the south on Bald Peak Road, west of the Children's
Col ony (#15-19). It included a cottage, bungal ow, barn, shed, garage,
and well, surrounded by several fields. The buildings are no longer
extant, although some of the fields remain. The large field at the
south end of the canpus, on the east side of Palmer Road, was also
devoted to agriculture, with a large piggery (#55) at the southerntip
of the main canpus drive. Agricultural activities ceased in the
1970s, when the patient populationdeclinedto a level where i tdid
not provide sufficient manpower to maintain them

Chapter 504 of the Acts of 1909 renaned the facility as the Monson
State Hospital, following the general statewide trend. During the
193 0s, the hospital population expanded in response to the Depression,
whose econom ¢ hardships forced nmany families to give up care of
di sabled relatives. Several new buildings were funded by government
public works projects such as the WA They include the Power Pl ant
(#29; 1938), the Main Kitchen (#66; 1937), a Wnen's Hospital now
known as Longview (#73; 1932), and a Children's Hospital now known as
-+ Valleyview (#72; 1930). During this period, the hospital operated an
outpatient department and a school of nursing that had been
established in 1899 (M& 1930: 14).

(continued)
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In 1945, t he Governor & Council reported that thepatient population
stood at 1,468, well over thecapacity of 1,177. At thesanme time,

the staff of 229 was well under thequota of 419 due totheexigencies
of World War |1 . The report said little else other than t orecomend
another building for children, some of whomwere m xed with adults. A
simlar survey i n 1954 recomrended that thebuilding for disturbed
femal es be enlarged, and that a married couples hone be constructed.

By 1960, Monson had grown t o enconpass 72 buildings on 662 acres of
land, serving 1,600 epileptic patients ranging frominfants to the
aged. As Monson's largest employer, thestaff nunbered 746 with a
payroll of $2,500,000. A fully equipped hospital provided facilities
for surgery, physiotherapy, and electroencephal ograms, as well as

| aboratories totest anticonvul sant drugs.

The still-productive farm group supplied fresh vegetables i n s\jnmer,
2,200 eggs daily, and 50,000 pounds of pork annually (Moulton 1960:
107-108). The facility continued t oserve epileptics until 1965, when
it became a center for thementally retarded. Chapter 189 of the Acts
of 1979 created t he Monson Devel opmental Center. The patient

popul ati on decreased from 1,607 i n1969, t o800 i n1977 t o 523i n

1989. At that time, there were 1,610 enployees.

\ J S
Archaeol ogical Sxgnificance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nMonson arepoorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric
sites i nthearea can be i mportant by providing data on
upland/interior sites i ngeneral and, nore specifically, therole
sites along tributary streams of the Connecticut River played i n the
local/regional Native subsistence and settlement systens. Most Native
American core areas i nthis region focused on t he Connecticut River
Valley and t hemain branch of theConnecticut River; however, areas of
equal or secondary importance nay have focused along primary or first-
rank tributaries at their confluence or theconfluence of m nor ;
drai nages such as brooks and streams with these tributaries. Sitesin
this area can contribute toa clarification of thenature and
diversity of these relationships.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have t hepotential to
docunent |and use that predated state ownership of the hospital
property and provide detailed information on thesocial, cultural, and
econom c conditionsthat characterizing that early land use, as well
as later lives of patients and staff at thehospital. Further
documentary research acconpani ed by archaeol ogi cal survey and
excavation can docunment possible settlement i nthearea as a result of
the town's first land grants Similar research can also provide much-
needed information pertaining tolife onrural farmsteads i n the
central Massachusetts Upland during theearly 19t hand possibly 18th

(continued)



Form 10-900-a A’ o ' - op "h OMB  Approval No.
% D Y re ;N *

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Monson Devel opmental Center
A : Q P Monson (Heunpshire County)
Section nunmber —2 Page S Massachusetts

centuries, the role of these farmsteads in local/regional agricultural
mar kets, and the extent to which these farmstead were self sufficient.
Structural remains on the hospital grounds can also help document the
extensive history of state-owned ownership of the property. Most of
the structures associated with the hospital use as a State Al mshouse
and State Primary School no longer survive. Archaeological survivals
can help docunent their location and configurations. Archaeological

survivals can also help clarify whether or not the Grounds Building

(#63) and the Engineering Building (#62) were originally constructed

as the power plant and laundry for the earlier almshouse or were

erected later during the area's use as the Massachusetts Hospital for

Epileptics.

Structural remains can help reconstruct the site of the farm group

originally sited to the west of the present AdministrationBuilding on
the east branch of the tributary, later noved northward to its present
location near the confluence of the Quaboag. Structural remains can

also help reconstruct the farm group, nmost of which is no longer

extant, located across Palmer Road on the western slope of Bold Peak.

Careful analysis of occupational-relatedfeatures (trash areas,
privies, wells) can also help provide details of life on farmsteads

that predated the state's use of the area and later state-owned |and
use. And occupational-relatedfeatures can also provide information

on agricultural practices used at the state hospital, including the
extent to which self sufficicency was present.

Analysis of these features can also provide detailed insights on the
condition of life inthe State Al nmshouse and how these conditions may

have changed as the school changed from i tscare, first, of adults,

then of children, and finally, the mentally impaired. This type of

analysis can also provide informationon specific ethnic groups,
particularly the Irish who immgrated to the United States in large

nunmbers after the famnes in Ireland in 1847. As a result, town-owned
al mshouses overflowed sending many immgrants to the State Al mshouse
in Monson. Occupational-related features can provide important data

on how the Irish and others were treated in the state al mhouse and
how this treatment compared with the state's treatment of other
inhabitants, including the mentally impaired.

Occupation-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) my also

survive in associationwith each of these structures. Farmsteads and
related features that predate state hospital and use and are no |onger
extant my survive archaeologicallyin the main core area of the state
hospital and in the area west of Palmer Road. Structural remains and

associated occupational-relatedfeatures also my survive from the

state-owned |and use history at the hospital, beginning in 1862 with
its use as one of the state al mshouses through itsredesignations as

the State Primary School in 1847 and as the Massachusetts Hospital
Epileptics from 1895 to 1903.
. cu_’_<’o'o’_ /o
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