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I DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED JLuNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

-XsOOD n ,. . ., —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hie Harvard Square Sijbway Kiosk is located on a traffic island at the intersection 
of Massachusetts Avenue, Brattle and Boylston Streets in Canbridge, a bustling 
conmercial center. Becatjse of the use and location of the site, i t is often 
congested, and the Kiosk i t s e l f is partially obscxired by telephone booths, 
vending machines and informal newstands. 

Attributable only to an anonymous Boston elevated streetcar railway engineer, 
the building is clearly derivative of contenporary industrial design. The 
dominant element is the broad copper-clad roof conposed of cross-axial tunnel 
vavilts. Flat sections f i l l i n g each comer conplete the rectangular plan. Ihe 
deeply extended eaves reveal wooden soffit and shallow rafters. The two stair­
wells to the si±iway area are enclosed by twin pavilions, one 15' x 15'6" and 
the other 12' x 15'6". Both have comer posts of alternating limestone blocks 
and brick, i n f i l l e d on three sides with steel factory sash above low brick walls. 
The basemait is constructed of fine polished granite. 

Curvilinear iron detail at the entrance and the imaginative profile of the roof 
are the sole decorative elements of the uncluttered composition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Harvard Square is a center of transportation, coirmercial and academic activity, 
and university and conmunity interaction in Canbridge. The Square is bisected 
by Massachusetts Avenue, a major coinnercial thorou^fare flanked by the confines 
of Harvard Yard on one side and a conplex system of small comnercial streets 
on the other. Harvard Square is the point of intersection between this 
edge and the major secondary conmercial streets in the area. 

The sitiple MBTA Kiosk serves as an internationally recognized synbol for the 
Square. At previous times in history, freestanding structures occupied the 
site and identified the Square. From 1708-1758 a courthoxjse stood there, and 
during the early 19th century a markethouse occvipied the same site. 

Beyond i t s traditional role as a focus for Harvard Square, the Kiosk is 
representative of the acceptance of strai^tforward industrial design as a 
legitimate conponent of modem architecture. The Kiosk is particularly sig­
nificant in this regard because of i t s prominent location in a busy comnercial 
area; most contenporary examples were isolated in industrial and urban 
fringe areas. 

A landmark in Harvard Square since 1928, the Kiosk remains a single stable 
element in an environment of continual change. 
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