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He Harvard Square Sjbway Kiosk i s located ona traffic island at the intersection
of Massachusetts Avenue, Brattle and Boyl ston Streets i n Canbridge, a bustling
connercial center. Becatjse of the useandlocation of the site, it isoften
congested, andthe Kiosk itself ispartially obscxired by telephone booths,

vendi ng nachi nes and i nf or mal newst ands.

Attributable only to an anonynous Boston el evated streetcar railway engineer,

the building i sclearly derivative of contenporary industrial design. The
domnant el enment i s the broad copper-clad roof conposed of cross-axial tunnel
vavilts. Flat sections filling each comer conplete the rectangular plan. | he
deei)ly extended eaves reveal wooden soffit andshallow rafters. The two stair-
wells to the siHivay area are enclosed by tw npavilions, one 15 x 156" and
the other 122 x 15 6". Both have comer posts of alternating |inestone blocks
and brick, infilled onthree sides with steel factory sash above low brick walls.
The basenmait is constructed of fine polishedgranite.

Curvilinear iron detail at the entrance andthe imaginative profile of the roof
are the sole decorative el enents of the uncluttered conposition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Harvard Square i s a center of transportation, coirnercial and academc activity,
and university andconnunity interaction i nCanbridge. The Square i s bisected
by Massachusetts Avenue, a major coinnercial thorou”fare flanked by theconfines
of Harvard Yard onone side and a conpl ex systemof small commercial streets

on the other. Harvard Sguare i s the point of intersection between this

edge and t he maj or secondary conmercial streets i nthe area.

The sitiple NBTA Kiosk serves as aninternationally recogni zed synbol for the
Square. At previous tinmes i nhistory, freestanding structures occupied the
site andidentified the Square. From1708-1758 a courthoxjse stood there, and
during the early 19th century a narkethouse occvipied the sane site.

Beyond its traditional role as afocus for Harvard Square, the Kioski s
representative of the acceptance of strai”tforward industrial designas a
Ie?|t|nate conponent of modemarchitecture. TheKiosk i sparticularly sig-
nificant i nthis regardbecause of its promnent |ocation i nabusy comercial
area; nost contenporary exanpl es were isolated i nindustrial and urban

fringe areas.

Alandmark i nHarvard Sguare since 1928, the Kiosk remains asingle stable
elenent i nanenvironment of continual change.
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