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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 77^3/. H Y r JJo 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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1. Town Fa l l River, Mass. 

Address 116 Rcx::k Street 

Name Cataract Engine Company No.3 

Present use G.A.R. Building 

Present owner City of Fa l l River 

Description: 2st, 3 bays vn.de 

Date 1843 

Source History of Fire Department 

Style Greek Revival (commercial) 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features gable end to stireet; plain 

pi lasters , 1st f ron t porch; ground f loor 

bay window 

A / 
Altered porch 

Moved 

Date early 20th C. 

Date 

Lot size: 1,908 sq. f t . ' 
•Hi%-.-y '• 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

7 f t . 

Recorded by Patxicia Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date 11/14/80 

(over) 
'IjJ:'': 



7. Original owner (if known) City of Fa l l River 

' f Original use f i r e bam 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates City of Fa l l River voting place; evening school 1883; 
school dept. headquarters 1867 ' 

Themes (check as many as applicable) : 

Aboriginal _ _ _ Conservation _ _ _ Recreation ' \ 
Agricultural ; Education Religion t 
Architectural •j'A'^-"-.-i X Exploration/ Science/ , 
The Arts settlement _____ invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ ~ 
Communication Military humanitarian " 
Community development X Political Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

' -Ihe Cataract Engine Company No. 3 of 1843 i s the oldest f i r e station s t i l l standing 
i n Fa l l River, the only ramining frame f i r e stat ion, and one of the very few 
Greek Revival non-residential structures surviving i n the c i t y . 

'-i 
The Cataract Engine Conpany was Fall River's third f i r e station. The f i r s t was 
erected in the 1820's on Pleasant street; the second, also a small wooden structure, 
originally stood on Stone Lane. The Fall River Fire Departit^t was o f f i c i a l l y 
established i n 1832. The Cataract Engine Coipany was erected in response to the 
devastating f i r e of 1843, which destroyed much of the early settlement area. Located 
at the comer of Rock and Franklin Streets on the fringe of the downtown, the 
2-story, 3-bay Greek Revival tenple-front building looks more like a house than a 
public f a c i l i t y . I t was built for the town by Southard H. Miller and Janes Ford at 
a cost of $976 plus $362 for the land. At the sane t i m the town purchased i t s 
No. 3 f i r e engine frcm William C. Hunneman, a well-known Roxbury builder. In 
1872 the city's f i r s t chemical f i r e engine was housed here. The firehouse was 
i n i t i a l l y manned by a volunteer company of 60 men, a number later increased to 82. 
I t remained i n use as a f i r e station un t i l 1876. .; ,-• : • 

From 1867 to 1890 the second floor of the building was used as the Fall River 
School department administration headquarters. The f i r s t evening high school 
opened i n the Cataract No. 3 in 1882 and continued here for nany years, until this 
successful program was moved to the old High School building.From 1891 to 1917 the 
building was used by the Veteran Firemen's Association, organized in 1890 From 
1918 u n t i l recent years i t served as the Richard Borden Post 46 of the Grand Armv 
of the Republic, (G.A.R Hall). The house was recently sold and w i l l be restored 

(cont'd) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
Atlas 1895: engine house shown • : 

1883: shown v ' : ' ' ^ ' - . - . ' v : : - ^ ^ 
1871: shown (city written on this lot) 
1858: shown " v. 
1850: shown 

Directory : 1853-Cataract Engine Conpany No. 3-comer Rock & Franklin Sts 
Lazarus Borden foreman -• •-

History of the Fire Dept.-Captain Thonas Lynch-1900-pgs. 52-162 , , 



MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCIMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CornmLmity: Form No: 
Fall River, Mass. 

Property Name:cataract Engine Co. #3 

9. ^ s,^,.^. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) . 

for residential use. , « - ' ' " 

As an early building of major significance to the history of the Fall River Fire 
Department and as a unique building tYpe., the Cataract Engine Coipany No. 3 meets 
criteria A and C of the Natioanl Register, individually. 
10. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY (cont'd) . : :̂ 

Phillips History of Fall River-Vols. I I and III-1945 • 
1843-1865: building housed Cataract Engine Conpany No. 3 source: Fall River 
Directories 

1866: no listing -•"•'•.y.\A\. , '-.-A 

1867-1890: second floor of building used as school headquarters. First evening high 
school opened in the Cataract No. 3 in 1882. This school continued to teach academic 
high school subjects for many years. I t grew in numbers and usefulness and was moved 
to the old High School building. 
Source: Phillip's History of Fall River pgs. 60 and 79 Vol I I 

1891-1917: building used by Veteran Fironen's Association vrfiich was organized on Aug. 5, 
1890. 
Source: Fall River City Directories, History of Fall River Fire Departnent by Thonas Lynch 
pg. 162 r 2 X 

1918-1931: building used by Grand Army of Republic Richard Borden Post 46 
Source: Fall River City Directories, Phillips History of Fall River pg. 112 Vol. I l l 

1932-present: listed in city directories as GAR Hall 

Staple to Inventory form bot 
torn 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

United States Department off the Interior ' 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received A ^ A t ? 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page •>-<^"' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name F a l l River M u l t i p l e Resource Area 

State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review • ; v j . ' ' 

11- Borden, Ariadne J . & Mary A . , House Keeper 
- a ibstant lva Eevlew 

' y ' • '• ' . _ Attest 

Date/Signature 

12. Border Ci ty M i l l s 

DOE/OWK!ER OBJECTION 
Keeper I w i h 

Attest 

13. Borden, N. B . , School 

14. Borden-Winslow House 

Entered i n tba /ifeeper ^6,A/r '> ,y>djA-->-'̂ 2,̂ ^y^-<t.̂  
nat ional Beglster 

Attest 

Entered in the /iceeper - ^ 4 / ^ 
National Register 

Attest 

15. Brayton Methodist Episcopal Chugc^g .̂̂ ^^ t t o f Keeper J f A A ' <^?C^-^-^-^/dy^ 

r - '̂ V V , na t iona l Eegister 

16. Brightman. Hathaway. House ^^^er 

Attest 

l ^ e p e r 

Attest 

17. Bristol County Superior Court^^^^^^^^^^^g^oj. feeeper j/^Ai ) cA!uA-^--^^^dy^ 

. ' . .... . Attest 

18. Cadedy, Squire William B., House^^^^ ^J^Q flteeper J2yA&Af 

AC~^'''f National BeglBter 
Attest 

' I f . Cataract Engine Company No- 3* ^j-ed in the fJKeeper ^''Ajr-J .A^^'-'-'^'-'^p^^--^ 
. : . a o ^ E « t . t « ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

20. Central Congregational ChurcJ^^^^^^ ^ <j^eepev ^/^Ar^ /:?<AA.^--<i.-idj.^^ 

l ia t lonal S©«tst«J? ^^^gg^ 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

S 

Cataract Engine Company No. 3 (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

rvsubmission 
nomination by p«r«on or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: . . . s a m p l e request 

Working N'o. yYi^J^Ad 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due- y3A^y 
Action: - J ^ ^ C C E P T 

y 

Entered in the RETURN. 
National Register REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

appeal ,NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned lor: . technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. Bepresentatlon in Existing Surveys 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

fftiiiiiH 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

ml tlpiMIe 

•PMMC *m\m» 

MatMMtM tli«lll»«iiu« (In WW f*nvm^»\ 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
justi f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

f f U - • • -f *-';, 1.- ''t 

• A''A\yA 

9 . IMajor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

A m i g i of KomlnaMd prapany . 

Oii«dr«ngl« nam* 

V«t»«l >iiiii *mrt riMcr<»Uo« mm* iustHteallan 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* •mlualM ilgnlftcanc* of thl> propany wttnin tha staM it:  

national atata local 

Mala HIatortc Praaarvatlon onicartignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an at tached sheet 

•V 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property ; 

• 4 .A ; 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


