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Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston ,

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number 7773/. H Y r Jb

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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1. Town Fall River, Mass.

Address 116 Rock Street

Name Cataract Engine Compay No.3
Present ue G.A.R. Building

Present owner City of Fall River
Description: 2st, 3 bays vnde
Date 1843

Source History of Fire Department
Style Greek Revival (commercial)
Architect
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features gable end to stireet; plain

pilasters, 1st front porch; ground floor

bay window
Altered  porch Dateearly 20th C.
Moved Date

Lot size: 1,908 sqg. ft.

*Hi%-.-y '
Ore acre or less X Ove one acre

Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street

7ft.
Recorded by Patxicia Giza
Organization HFRCHP
Date 11/14/80

1jJ:"



7.

Cof

10.

Original owner (if known) City of Fall River
Original use fire bam
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates City of Fall River voting place; evening school 1883;

school dept. headquarters 1867 '
Themes (check as many as applicable) :

Aboriginal ____  Conservation _  Recreation
Agricultural ; Education Religion
Architectural A™-"--i X Exploration/ Science/ ,
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/ ~
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

' -lhe Cataract Engine Compay No. 3 of 1843 is the oldest fire station still standing

in Fall River, the only ramining frame fire station, and one of the very few
Greek Revival non-residential structures survivingin the city.

The Cataract Engi ne Gonpany was Fall River's third fire station. Thefirstwas
erected i nthe 1820's on Pleasant street; the second, also a small wooden structure,
originally stood on Stone Lane. The Fall River Fire Departit™t was officially
established i n 1832. The Cataract Engine Coi ﬁan%/ wes erected i nresponse to the
devastating fire of 1843, which destroyed nuch of the early settlenment area. Located
at the comer of Rock and FranklinStreets onthe fri nEe of the downtown, the
2-story, 3-bay Geek Revival tenple-front building |ooks nore [ike a house than a
public facility. It washbuilt for the town bﬁ/ Southard H M ller and Janes Ford at

a cost of $976 plus $362 for the land. At the saneti mthe town purchased its

N. 3fire engine frcmWIIiamC Hinnenan, a wel | - known Roxbury builder. I n

1872 the city's first chemcal fire engine was housed here. The firehouse was
initially nmanned by a vol unteer conpany of 60 nen, a nunber |ater increased to 82.
It remained i nuse as afire station until 1876. ol

From1867 to 1890 the second floor of the buil diq_(};]V\as, used as the Fall River
School departnent adm nistration headquarters. efirst evening high school
opened i nthe Cataract No. 3in 1882 and continued here for nany years, until this
successful programwas noved to the ol d Hgh School building. From 1891 to 1917 the
buil ding was used by the Veteran Firenen's Association, organized in 1890 Fom
1918 until recent years it served as the Richard Borden Post 46 of the Gand Arnv

of the Republic, (GARHall). The house was recently soldand will be restored
(cont'd)

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)

Atlas 1895 engine house shown

1883:  shown vt 'V AR
1871: shown (city written on thisl ot)

1858:  shown "W

1850:  shown

Directory : 1853-Cataract Engine Gonpany No. 3-coner Rock &FranklinSts

Lazarus Borden forenan
History of the Fire Dept.-Captain Thonas Lynch-1900-pgs. 52-162 '



Gornnbmty: For mN\b:
MASSAOIUETTS HISTORICAL CCIMSSON Fall River, Mass.
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Name: cataract Engine . #3

0.
H STAR CAL S GNH CANCE (cont' d)

for residential use. , «
As anearly building of major significance tothehistory of theFall River Fire
Department and as a uni que bui | ding tYpe, t he Cataract Engine Coi pany No. 3 neets
clrolterla A and Cof the Natioanl Register, individually.

B Bl GERPHY (cont' d) . : ~

Phillips Hi sto.ry of Fall River-Vols. | | and |Il-1945 _
1843-1865: building housed Cataract Engi ne Gonpany No. 3 source: Fall River

Directories

1866: nolisting -e"sey.\A\ , --A

1867-1890: second floor of building used as school headquarters. First evening high
school opened i nthe Cataract Nbo. 31 n1882. This school continued t oteach academc
hi gh school subjects for nany years. |t grewi nnunbers and useful ness and was noved

to theol dH gh School building.
Source: Phillip'sHistory of Fall River pgs. 60 and 79 Vol | |

%gg& 1917: building used by Veteran Fironen's Associ ationvrfiich was organi zed on Aug. 5,

Sourlgze: Fall River City Directories, H story of Fall I$| ver Fi re Depar;r(nent b

Pg.

1918-1931: building used by Gand Arny of Republic R chard Borden Post 46
Source: Fall River City Directories, Phillips Hstory of Fall River pg. 112 Vol. I

1932-present: [isted i ncity directories as GR Hall

Staple tolnventory form bottorn
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NPS Form 10900-a Bxp 10-31.94
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United States Department offthe Interior '
National Park Service Far NPS ue only
National Register of Historic Places received  ATAL?
Inventory—Nomination Form dete entered
Continuation sheet Item number Page o>-<A
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group
Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area
Sate n
Date/Signature
Nomination/Type of Review . PV
11- Borden, Ariadne J. & May A., House K eeper
- aibstantlva Eevliew
'y e ' ' . Attest )
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DOEIOWKIER OBJECTION  Attest
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AC~"'f National BeglBter
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Cataract Engine Company No. 3 (Fall River MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS
Working N'o. yYirJNAd
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due- y3A~y y
Action: -JAMNCCEPT
rvsubmission Entered in the RETURN.
nomination by p«r«on or local government National Register REJECT.
owner objection Federal Agency:
appeal
Substantive Review: ...sample request appeal ,NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer

Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned lor: . technical corrections cited beiow
.Ssubstantive reasons discussad below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance
ml tipiMle

*PMMC *m\m>»

MatMMtM tlicll»«iiu« (In ww f*avm”~»\

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. IMajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

Amigi of KomlnaMd prapany .
Oii«dr«ngl« nam*

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Th* emlualM ilgnlftcanc* of thl> propany wttnin tha staM it:

national atata local

Mala Hlatortc Praaarvatlon onicartignatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

o/

Phone:

sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property ;

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



