
WAY 2 3 m% 
FCRM B - BDILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTCRICAL 00MMISSIC»J 
80 BOYLSTCW STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
v^ite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to neeirest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

AREA PCRM NO. 

D 324 

To%m Wakefield 

Address 2 Nichols S t r e e t 

Historic Name 

NA 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTICN 

Date c. 1890-1900 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

jSource 

Style 

V i s u a l Analvsis 

Shinqle Style 

todiitect Berndt H e u r l i n 

Exterior Wall Fabric .qh i ngl p<:̂  

O i t b u i l d i n g s Af-^?^rhpr^ n ^ r ^ n e ^ - n o n 

c o n t r i b u t i n g c. 1960s 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

None 

Oondition Good 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Under one acre 

Setting Faces west on r a i sed corner 

l o t . 

OTM REFERENCE 19/328780/4707820 

UBGS CPADRANGLE Reading. Mass.  

SCALE 1 : 25.000 ' " ' 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preserva t ion 
Associates 

O r g a n i z a t i o n w ? i k p f i p 1 r l H i g f n r - i n a l 

Commission 
Date M ^ i r o b 



NATIOIAL REGISTER CRnTRIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

An e c l e c t i c combination of the Shingle, Queen Anne and Tudor Revival 
S t y l e s , t h i s house was designed by a l o c a l b u i l d e r and has an i d e n t i c a l 
t w i n on Cedar Place i n Wakefield. The house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of 
l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and 
a s s o c i a t i o n and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARGHITECTDRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

This i s one of two i d e n t i c a l houses i n Wakefield designed by a l o c a l 
b u i l d e r , Berndt H e u r l i n , i n an e c l e c t i c s t y l e which includes elements 
of the Shingle S t y l e , Queen Anne and Tudor Revival. I t i s I h s t o r i e s 
i n h e i g h t , has a steep h i p roof and achieves a Queen Anne complexity 
of volume w i t h transverse gables on the west and south. The south 
gable i s a rounded bay whose s i n g l e s form a smooth surface. Tudor 
Revival i n s t y l e are the west:.elevation dormers. The house s i t s on 
high f i e l d s t o n e foundations, t y p i c a l o f houses of t h i s period i n 
Wakefield. 

HIST^HICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnient of the community. 

This house i s s i t u a t e d on land which was once p a r t of the farm of James 
E u s t i s who came t o South Reading i n 1827. He operated a dry goods 
business i n h i s home at 1 Elm S t r e e t then turned t o farming. He was a 
founder of the South Reading A g r i c u l t u r a l L i b r a r y i n 1860 and of the 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society i n 1861. I n a d d i t i o n he was a Selectman, insurance 
agent and auctioneer. A f t e r h i s death i n the 1860s h i s f a m i l y main­
t a i n e d the farm u n t i l the 1880s when they l a i d out Eustis Avenue, 
Goodwin and t h i s s t r e e t , Nichols and made plans f o r l o t s . Wakefield Park 
was developing at the same time under a vigorous promotional program 
and i t would seem t h a t the slow development of the E u s t i s farm might have 
been due t o competition from Wakefield Park. I n any event, development 
took, place mostly a f t e r 1900. 
This house was b u i l t by Berndt H e u r l i n , who was l i s t e d i n 1904 
d i r e c t o r y as a c l e r k and bookkeeper. He may also have been responsible 
f o r the house's i d e n t i c a l t w i n at Cedar Place. 

BIBLI0C3lAPBy and/or REFERENCES 

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 35 page 40; Plan Book 
178 page 25. 

' Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l Society, V e r t i c a l F i l e s , West Side. 
WVipirectory, 190 4. 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 2 Nichols Street 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 

NAME: . , . 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
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count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
"materials 
"descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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