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DESCRIPTION
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_^GOOD _RUINS 2L-ALTERED _MOVED DATE.

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tulleys house is a 2^ story late Victorian residence, of wood frame construction 
veneered with red brick manufactured locally by Wickham Bros. The other principal 
construction material is concrete, used for sills, keystones, impost blocks and 
the water table.

The main roof is a high hip, with full-height intersecting gabled masses on north, 
south and west. In the angle formed by the north and west intersecting gables is a 
three-story square tower with high, slate-covered mansard. The first two stories 
are brick; the third is of wood construction with corner pilasters. There are small 
roof dormers on the east (rear) and south sides.

Window and door openings on north, south and west have pointed tops framed by arched 
brick hoods. The sash are mostly 2/2, double hung, and rectilinear in shape. Tympana 
above the sash are inset with wood panels incised with decorative" designs. Above 
many of the windows, particularly on the various projecting bays, are concrete "friezes' 
Rear elevation windows have simple segmental arches, with no decoration.

Variety and detail are concentrated on west and north sides. The main elevation featur< 
a large front gable, from which projects a two-stage rectangular bay, in which the uppe: 
stage is smaller than the lower. A veranda begins to the left of this front gable, 
and extends around the northwest corner to the projecting gabled mass of the west side. 
This veranda is of wood construction, with a flat roof supported on very slender, 
chamfered posts.

On the west side, the projecting gable features another two-stage bay, but in this 
case the stages are polygonal in shape. A U-shaped porch, similar to the front 
veranda, begins to the left of the projecting gable and wraps around the rear of 
the house to meet the gable on the south side.

The main entrance opens into a square hall (the base of the tower, which contains 
the main staircase). There are no hallways on the first floor: the rooms open direct­ 
ly into one another. The second floor is divided by an L-shaped hall. Walnut wood­ 
work is found in the formal and main living areas, whilh oak is used in the rear 
bedrooms, pantry and kitchen. In the attic is a metal holding tank which originally 
supplied running water to the house. The house is now apartments, but none of the 
original interior walls have been removed.

The carriage house, now a residence, is constructed like the house with wood framing 
and exterior walls veneered in brick. It is two stories, the upper story sheathed 
with modern siding.* Window openings have segmentally-arched tops. The original 
carriage entrance has been filled in with glass, and a chimney added on the north 
side.

*A photograph dated approx. 1900-1910 shows the carriage house with upper floor 
covered with narrow clapboards.
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SPECIFIC DATES
1877

Architect: P.E. Hale, Chicago 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT Wickham Bros., Council Bluffs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tulleys house is a locally significant example of vernacular residential 
architecture in the Victorian Gothic style. The house displays the strong 
verticality of the style, expressed in the steeply-pitched gables, square 
tower, narrow proportions and the, use of the; pointed; arch. Decorative 
elements are restrained .(plain cornices, relatjLv^ly. unadorned porches). 
An intersting feature is the super imposition of projecting bays.. - This 
house, like the O.P. Wickham House (NRHP)(also in Council Bluffs) is 
a good example of work by the Wickham Bros, construction firm, and demon­ 
strates that firm's competence in the use of materials, including the use 
of concrete for decorative elements.

Lysander W. Tulleys was born in Ohio in 1835. He was educated at Antioch 
College, and Union College in Schenectady, and taught school in Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. After service in the Civil War, Tulleys moved to Council 
Bluffs (1875). He developed a business in agricultural loans that soon 
required branches in Sioux City and Hastings, Nebraska., Severe drouth 
in Iowa and Nebraska in 1890 caused the firm, Burnham-Tulleys, to come 
close to failure, but the addition of new partners, and,,ap. extension 
of their business into real estate allowed Tulleys to reach the turn 
of the century in comfort. Tulleys was also on the boards of several 
local financial institutions. He died in 1928.
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Part Lot 1 Lot 156 and Part Lot 157 commencing 100 T NW of SW corner Lot 157 SE 50' 

NE 100' SE :3* NEW'NW : to a point 191.7' NE of place of beginning, thence 
westerly to place of beginning.______________________________________ 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

M.H. Bowers, Historian

STREET & NUMBER

26 East Market Street
TELEPHONE

319/353-6949
CITY OR TOWN

Iowa City
STATE
Iowa 52240

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL _X_
}

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

Director, Division of Historic Preservation
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