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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A five-level three-story hillside house with an entrance 
terrace one story above the street; the street facade has 
a columnar effect produced by a series of narrow two-story 
windows separated by vertical bands of textile block. The 
main mass of the house appears as two stories from the street; 
at the left (W) is a one-story block, which gives the efffeet 
of a small temple nestled beside a major one. At the right 
(E) is a drive to a two-car garage, set back from the street, 
A walk leads around the house, above a retaining wall for 
a patio (N) off the living room and on the same level.

The material is reinforced concrete block cast in a single 
ornamental pattern on both sides; these faces are exposed 
on exterior and interior walls. In some of the blocks the 
pattern is hollowed out in order to admit light to interiors.

The living room has a balcony along one side; stairs lead 
from the living room level half a flight up to two bedrooms 
and half a flight down to two more. The dining room is on 
a level lower than the living room.

The house has been restored by the present owner, under the 
direction of^lqyd^Wright, son of the architect, who was in 
charge of construction and -worked out various details for 
his father when the house was built. In one particular 
only does the house deviate from the original: on the lower 
level built up wood floors covering the original concrete 
block ones have remained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the four textile, block houses designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright for Southern California and unique in Wright*s 
^work. He conceived them as expressions of the semi-arid 
climate of Southern California and built them of a material 
(concrete block) resembling superficially the adobe block 
of the indigenous House of the region.

The houses come out of that Wright period characterized by 
surface and applied ornament, beginning with the 1914 Midway 
Gardens, Chicago, and lasting, roughly, through the textile 
block houses of Southern California,

The concrete block of each house was cast in a different 
design, drawn from nature, and as a whole the houses repre- 
sent a variation on a structural theme which offers an in­ 
sight into the creative process of America*s foremost genius 
in the field of architecture.

Wright speaks in his autobiography of lifting a gutter mater­ 
ial to a place of dignity, which interested him as much/as 
taking material from "underfoot" in Japan (lava) for the wall: 
of the Imperial Hotel, Tpkyo, 1916-1922.

There was a Mayari.influence in Wright*s Barnsdall house, Los 
Angeles, 191^1922, and the four textile block houses, shown 
in the use of insloping walls and the character of the orna- 
men^. The overall textile effect of the block houses is sim- 
ilar^the Baroque period of Maya architecture in which repeated 
patterns cover entire walls (Palace of Masks).
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
~ tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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