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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is composed of three wings which are connected among themselve$d 
at one end by a wing which runs perpendicular to the three and which forms the main 
facade. It is uniformly composed of three stories including the basement. Between 
the wings there are open courtyards around which the interior layout is arranged 
by running arcaded corridors along these, with all rooms facing the outside. The 
center wing, somewhat shorter and wider than the two end ones harbors a grand stair­ 
case and the two-story high chapel, jblong the rear a disturbing one-storied structure 
has been added and runs parallel to the building along its full length. However, 
this addition is not visible from the outside. The original floor plans? hope been 
maintained by the different occupants and deviations from it are very few.

The front facade shows three proyecting porticoes corresponding to each of the 
wings. Both floor show arcaded windows and rectangular pilasters which are original 
This rhythm, with variations is maintained throughout the exterior surface of the 
entire building.

Since its public acquisition,the Institute de Cultura Puertorriquefia has 
undertaken a phased program for its restoration. Until now the three exterior 
facades have been restored, but the rear and courtyard facades still remain to be 
done.

Following the original lay-out the front wing and the fcast wing have been 
restored and are presently in use as the National Library and the Archives of 
Puerto Rico. Other wings are yet to be restored. Finally, the two courtyards 
retain their original walks buthave yet to be restored and landscaped.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Due to the shortage of health facilities in the municipality of San Juan, the 
Spanish Government of the Island chose this site outside of the city walls to erect 
a new hospital facility. The area had begun to develop as a suburb as a result of 
the people who left the walled city in search of a safer place after the 1867 
Earthquake. On may 6th, 1$77, under the Government of Laureano Sanz, the cornestone 
was laid. One year after construction was begun, the Municipality agreed on 
utilizing the structure as a municipal Prision, and from the time it was finished 
in 1887 "until the end of the Spanish American war it served as such. It was then 
utilized temporarily as the hospital it was meant to be > but in 1905, Governor 
Todd offered the building for sale in a public auction that was won by the 
Portorican American Tobacco Co., which turned the building into an important Cigar 
factory. Several years after, the company went out of business and sold the 
building to Bacardi and Co., which used the building as its Puerto Rican 
headquarters until 1960 when it was sold to the Institute de Cultura Puertorri- 
quena for conversion into the National Library and Archives of Puerto Rico. 
The initial stage of these facilities was inagurated in 1972.

Hemispherically, the building is very significant since it was the last 
structure built by the Spanish crown in Its American colonies.

A^side from the obvious importance of its size, the building is architecturally 
significant in that it is the best example of Spanish np-classical style in the 
island. Its style is sober and dignified in the Iberina Tradition, showing 
adaptations to the climatic conditions of the tropical colonies.
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