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_LOCAL CONTEXT_

The Beverly Post Office i slocated several blocks southwest of the
city's commercial district on Rantoul Street, between Broadway Street and
Railroad Avenue. Itssite gently slopes down fromthefront elevation
towards Odell Park, a landscaped city block across thestreet. Qnthepark's
opposite side, facing thepost office, i stherailroad station. Adjacentto
the building aresmall retail andvariety shops, two car deal erships, and

an apartment block. |t appears that urban devel opment projected i n 1910
did not materialize, leaving theofficewithin this |owgrade comercial
ar ea.

_PHYSI CAL APPREARANCE

This Onio sandstone building andits corner |ot arein very good
condit ion. The Post Office i scentered onthefront portion of thesite
with sided vehicle maneuvering areas accessible totheside streets. The
site i slandscaped with lawn andshrubs; theback half i ssurrounded
by a chain-link fence. I nplan, thebuilding has a public |obby flanked
by theAssistant Postmaster's office totheright anda secondary entry
to theleft, leading tothePostmaster's office. Behind i stheworkroom
with the mail vestibule andplatform off totheleft.

Thirteen wide granite steps, with granite wing walls featuring iron
| ampposts, mark the main entry. Thefront (northwest) elevationi s
a nine-bay structure with a seven-bay centered |obby pavilion. Si x
Tuscan colums support theloggia's unornanented entablature with
denticulated cornice, which surround theentire original structure.

The portico's soffit consists of a series of sandstone beans with
recessed infill plaster panels; each panel contains a spherical fixture
while thecenter panel supports anoversized cylindrical brass and gl ass
lantern. Therecessed |obby wall enploys careful alignment of |arge
casement W ndows separated by sandstone pilasters. The replacenment

al um num doors ar e set bel ow a bowed wood lintel. Flanking the loggia
are single bays containing ablind panel with smaller festooned panel
above. Recessed end wi ngs contain one wood framed, double-hung, 99
light windowwith flat projecting lintels, stone sills and decorative
consoles. Asolid sandstone parapet caps the main portico with
rectangul ar panels repeating the wi ndow and colum rhythm bel ow. The
front elevation i stopped with three wood-trinmed, fixed sash dormers
projecting fromthenowshingled gable roof. Theridge tower hasan
open octangonal wood bal ustrade with urns andan open wood col utmed
belfry with parquetry ceiling, topped by a gold-leaf, copper cupol a.

The northeast andsouthwest side elevations aresimilar i nappearance
to thefront facade. Aflat roof covers theflanking end: bays bel ow
the gavlied endandits arched attic wi ndow. A secondary entry i s on
the northeast side; it has agranite stairway, flanking torch lights,
bowed |intel, andsmall w ndow above. Therear elevation, once denoted
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by five recessed bay panels with raised pilaster portico delivery entry, was
replaced i n1935with a buff-colored brick extension with quoins, a
sandstone entablature, and large double-hung windows. The mail platformi s
on thenortheast side and truck docks aretothe southwest.

ne enters from Rantoul Street through an oak revolving door shell
into thetwo-story high public lobby. It has avaulted plaster ceiling with
coffers and cornicing, a terrazzo floor with a thin band of Genesee I|igght
green marble and wi de one of Victoria pink Tennessee marble, a green
brocadillo marbl e wainscot and base, plaster walls, marble stools, and flat
plaster pilasters with marble pedestals fram ng each bay. The service screen
contains three service counters, mail slots, and three bays of boxes. Above
each i sa large pivoting oak frame and glass panel window. The |eft side has
an oak and glass partition separating thelobby fromthe Postmaster's
vestibule (andside entry). This space has a plaster doned ceiling, oak wood
revolving door shell, and highly carved arched door trimm ng.

_ALTERATI ONS_

In addition tothe 1935 extension, theservice screen functions have
been switched and two skylights i nt heworkroomand a high vaulted area on
the work side of theservice screen have been covered over. Revolving doors
were installed sometine between original construction and alteration dates.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Overl ooking Odell Park and therailroad station, theBeverly Main Post Office buildingi s
an inportant landmark i nBeverly. Built i n1910-1911, i ti sarchitecturally significant
as a Federal Government building representative of theearly 20th Century construction

and design tenents of theUS Treasury Departnent. | naddition, i tissignificant as
one of thelater works of James Knox Taylor's tenure as US Supervising Architect
(1897-1912).  Individualism of design, high quality materials and synmbolic content were

the hallmarks of Post Offices built during theTaylor years.

Janes Knox Taylor (18S7-?) was born i nKnoxville, Illinois. He attended MI.T. from
1877-1879. During the 1880's and 1890's he was enpl oyed i n private practice in New
York, St. Paul and Philadelphia. | n 1895 he began work as adraftsman i n the office
of the US Supervising Architect in Wshington, DC He was appointed Supervisory
Architect 1 n1897. During his tenure thenunber of buildingsunder Treasury Department
control increased from 399 i n1899 t 0 1,126 i n1912. Mst of t hePost Offices outside
major cities after 1904 were designed within theTreasury Departnent. Exanples of
Taylor's works included US Governnent buil dings at theTrans M ssissippi Exhibition
(1897) and Loui si ana Purchase Exposition (1904-05). Taylor's Boston area post offices
included buildingsat Brockton, M (1898), Fitchburg, MA (1901), Lawence, M\ (1905),
and Chel sea, M\ (1912). After 1912, Taylor becane t heDirector of the Departnent of
Architecture at MI.T.

Stylistically, theBeverly Main Post Office i sanunusual,highly successful marriage

of Classical tradition with the Colonial Revival (CGeorgian) style. Itsmain facade

Is dom nated by a nonunental Turcan columed |oggia. The cupola topped gable roof

with i tsthree Colonial Revival dormers strikes a domestic note which contrasts with

the formation of thenmain facade. |t wasstated i ntheBeverly Evening Times (7/13/1912)
that the "Beverly Post Office was designed especially for Beverly and i sthefirst

of this type - aone story building with pitch roof tobebuilt bytheUS Gvernnent.
The normfor this type of building was generally one story with aflat roof."

Constructed of Chio Sanditone with a Chelnsford granite base, this buildings' materi al
illustrates Tayl or's advocacy of enploying only high quality materials i n Post Office
construction. After 1915, when government building design becane |ess individual

and nore econom cal and standardized, greater efforts were nade toutilize Iocal
building materials rather than expensive inported stone. Thelobby for this building
was furnishedw th marble wainscotting, plaster cornices and anarble floor bordered
with pink and green narble.

The Beverly Main Post Office represents the"return toclassicisnt advocated by
Janes Knox Taylor. The ascendancy of classicismin architecture was anational trend
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with roots in the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. Both Classical andColonial Revival
design was utilized in Federal government buildings to "express classical and
democratic ideals andto synbolize power, organization and constitutionalization."

The contract for the Beverly Miin Post office was awarded in Septenber, 1910. The
Foster building, athree story wooden structure, was renoved from the site. The
cornerstone was laid May 20, 1911; it reads "Franklin MucVeagh, Secretary of the

Treasury; James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect, MONK™ |t wasofficially dedicated
on July 12, 1912, Congr essman Augustus P. Gardner is credited with introducing the
bill to provide further purchase of the site anderection of the building onJanuary 12,

1903. The appropriation for the Beverly Post Office was $20,000.00 for the land and
$75,000.00 for the building.

The Beverly Main Post Office building was constructed during prosperous tinmes in
Beverly. Congressnman Gardner noted that "when [this Post Office] is conpleted, it will
be sufficiently large to care for the increase in business of Beverly with a population

of 75,000 people.” Its construction apparently provided jobs for workers associated
with Beverly's seasonal shipbuilding trades. I n 1911, 173 building permts were
issued in Beverly with atotal construction value of $950,000.00. |In addition, newspaper

articles deened the financial outlook as "good" for shoe manufactures, an inportant
local industry.

In 1935, a buff colored brick extension was added to this building under the auspices
of the Public Wrks Adm nistration (P.WA).
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

April 24, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for
Essex County,

post office located at 161 Rantoul Street,
Beverly, Massachusetts 01915.

|f you have any questions concerning this
please call ne at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

John S Sorenson _
Realty Specialist, Senior
Real ty Managenent Division
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

nom nation,

AR 30 1%



FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
PC Box 324
Lexington. MA 0217Xm4

Augudt 19, 1965

The Honorable F. Jcim Manahan
ffeyor. City of Beverly
Beverly City fell

191 Crbat Street

Beverly, Mk 01915

Dear 1"yor Monahan:

The U.S. RDstal Service in ocnjunctic3n with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Bogon has evaluated the tein Post Office in Beverly
and has determined it is significant from an historiced viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Ebsteil Service int«x3s to ncminate
this building to the Ifetional Register of Historic Places. Vtewould, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your axxnarraice.

[f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

Gregory Gilleland
G~ eral “tlnager

Concur:
Ehcloeur es

JPC/ljr



