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_L0CAL C0NTEXT_ 

The Beverly Post Office i s located several blocks southwest of the 
c i t y ' s commercial d i s t r i c t on Rantoul Street, between Broadway Street and 
Railroad Avenue. I t s s i t e gently slopes down from the front elevation 
towards Odell Park, a landscaped c i t y block across the street. On the park's 
opposite side, facing the post o f f i c e , i s the ra i l r o a d station. Adjacent to 
the building are small r e t a i l and variety shops, two car dealerships, and 
an apartment block. I t appears that urban development projected i n 1910 
did not materialize, leaving the o f f i c e w i t h i n t h i s low-grade commercial 
area. 

_PHYSICAL APPREARANCE_ 

This Ohio sandstone building and i t s corner l o t are i n very good 
condit ion. The Post Office i s centered on the front portion of the s i t e 
with sided vehicle maneuvering areas accessible to the side streets. The 
s i t e i s landscaped with lawn and shrubs; the back half i s surrounded 
by a chain-link fence. In plan, the building has a public lobby flanked 
by the Assistant Postmaster's o f f i c e to the r i g h t and a secondary entry 
to the l e f t , leading to the Postmaster's o f f i c e . Behind i s the workroom 
with the mail vestibule and platform o f f to the l e f t . 

Thirteen wide granite steps, with granite wing walls featuring iron 
lampposts, mark the main entry. The front (northwest) elevation i s 
a nine-bay structure with a seven-bay centered lobby pavilion. Six 
Tuscan columns support the loggia's unornamented entablature with 
denticulated cornice, which surround the entire o r i g i n a l structure. 
The portico's s o f f i t consists of a series of sandstone beams with 
recessed i n f i l l plaster panels; each panel contains a spherical f i x t u r e 
while the center panel supports an oversized c y l i n d r i c a l brass and glass 
lantern. The recessed lobby wall employs careful alignment of large 
casement windows separated by sandstone p i l a s t e r s . The replacement 
aluminum doors are set below a bowed wood l i n t e l . Flanking the loggia 
are single bays containing a blind panel with smaller festooned panel 
above. Recessed end wings contain one wood framed, double-hung, 9/9 
l i g h t window with f l a t projecting l i n t e l s , stone s i l l s and decorative 
consoles. A so l i d sandstone parapet caps the main portico with 
rectangular panels repeating the window and column rhythm below. The 
fro n t elevation i s topped with three wood-trimmed, fixed sash dormers 
projecting from the now shingled gable roof. The ridge tower has an 
open octangonal wood balustrade with urns and an open wood columned 
b e l f r y with parquetry c e i l i n g , topped by a gold-leaf, copper cupola. 

The northeast and southwest side elevations are similar i n appearance 
to the front facade. A f l a t roof covers the flanking end: bays below 
the gavled end and i t s arched a t t i c window. A secondary entry i s on 
the northeast side; i t has a granite stairway, flanking torch l i g h t s , 
bowed l i n t e l , and small window above. The rear elevation, once denoted 
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by f i v e recessed bay panels with raised p i l a s t e r portico delivery entry, was 
replaced i n 1935 with a buff-colored brick extension with quoins, a 
sandstone entablature, and large double-hung windows. The mail platform i s 
on the northeast side and truck docks are to the southwest. 

One enters from Rantoul Street through an oak revolving door shell 
into the two-story high public lobby. I t has a vaulted plaster c e i l i n g with 
coffers and cornicing, a terrazzo f l o o r with a t h i n band of Genesee l i g h t 
green marble and wide one of Vi c t o r i a pink Tennessee marble, a green 
brocadillo marble wainscot and base, plaster walls, marble stools, and f l a t 
plaster p i l a s t e r s with marble pedestals framing each bay. The service screen 
contains three service counters, mail s l o t s , and three bays of boxes. Above 
each i s a large pivoting oak frame and glass panel window. The l e f t side has 
an oak and glass p a r t i t i o n separating the lobby from the Postmaster's 
vestibule (and side entry). This space has a plaster domed c e i l i n g , oak wood 
revolving door s h e l l , and highly carved arched door trimming. 

_ALTERATI0NS_ 

In addition to the 1935 extension, the service screen functions have 
been switched and two skylights i n the workroom and a high vaulted area on 
the work side of the service screen have been covered over. Revolving doors 
were i n s t a l l e d sometime between o r i g i n a l construction and a l t e r a t i o n dates. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Overlooking Odell Park and the railroad station, the Beverly Main Post Office building is 
an important landmark in Beverly. Built in 1910-1911, i t is architecturally significant 
as a Federal Government building representative of the early 20th Century construction 
and design tenents of the U.S. Treasury Department. In addition, i t is significant as 
one of the later works of James Knox Taylor's tenure as U.S. Supervising Architect 
(1897-1912). Individualism of design, high quality materials and symbolic content were 
the hallmarks of Post Offices b u i l t during the Taylor years. 

James Knox Taylor (18S7-?) was born in Knoxville, I l l i n o i s . He attended M.I.T. from 
1877-1879. During the 1880's and 1890's he was employed in private practice in New 
York, St. Paul and Philadelphia. In 1895 he began work as a draftsman in the office 
of the U.S. Supervising Architect in Washington, D.C. He was appointed Supervisory 
Architect in 1897. During his tenure the number of buildings under Treasury Department 
control increased from 399 in 1899 to 1,126 in 1912. Most of the Post Offices outside 
major cities after 1904 were designed within the Treasury Department. Examples of 
Taylor's works included U.S. Government buildings at the Trans Mississippi Exhibition 
(1897) and Louisiana Purchase Exposition (1904-05). Taylor's Boston area post offices 
included buildings at Brockton, Ma (1898), Fitchburg, MA (1901), Lawrence, MA (1905), 
and Chelsea, MA (1912). After 1912, Taylor became the Director of the Department of 
Architecture at M.I.T. 

Sty l i s t i c a l l y , the Beverly Main Post Office is an unusual,highly successful marriage 
of Classical tradition with the Colonial Revival (Georgian) style. I t s main facade 
is dominated by a monumental Turcan columned loggia. The cupola topped gable roof 
with i t s three Colonial Revival dormers strikes a domestic note which contrasts with 
the formation of the main facade. I t was stated in the Beverly Evening Times (7/13/1912) 
that the "Beverly Post Office was designed especially for Beverly and is the f i r s t 
of this type - a one story building with pitch roof to be bu i l t by the U.S. Government. 
The norm for this type of building was generally one story with a f l a t roof." 

Constructed of Ohio Sanditone with a Chelmsford granite base, this buildings' material 
illustrates Taylor's advocacy of employing only high quality materials in Post Office 
construction. After 1915, when government building design became less individual 
and more economical and standardized, greater efforts were made to u t i l i z e local 
building materials rather than expensive imported stone. The lobby for this building 
was furnished with marble wainscotting, plaster cornices and a marble floor bordered 
with pink and green marble. 

The Beverly Main Post Office represents the "return to classicism" advocated by 
James Knox Taylor. The ascendancy of classicism in architecture was a national trend 



Q M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

History of Post Office Construction July 1900-1940, July 1982 

"Beverly Evening Times", July 13, 1912 - May 20., .1911 - pages 1, 3, 6; May 22, 1911 - pgs, 
Beverly Main Post Office - Who's was Who i n America - James Knox Taylor 1 § 5 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
0.526 ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

ALk9j l3 l4 .5 12.8.01 l4. 7i 1.2|0.3.5l 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CLLJ I I • I • • I I . I . I • • 1 

B L J I I • I • . I 
ZONE EASTING 

DLXJ I I • I . . 1 

I . I . 11 I I 
NORTH ING 

• I 1,1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

North to Southwest, 185' along Rantoul Street 
Northwest to Southeast, 110' along Railroad Avenue 
Southwest to Norht, 40' from Railroad Avenue along rear l o t l i n e 
Northwest to East, 36.4' along Railroad Avenue 
SouthwBst to Northeast, 148.76 along rear l o t l i n e 
East to Northwest, 141' along Broadway Street 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

£QFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Steven M. Smith, Project Manager 
ORGANIZATION 

SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC. 
DATE 

September 24, 1985 
STREET* NUMBER 

44 Adams Street . 
TELEPHONE 

(617) 848-1545 
CITY OR TOWN 

Braintree 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02184 

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES X NO .NONE . - -

MiiiiXk i \ riC vug ec 
N > F 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

In compliance with Executive Order 1 T593, I hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in^i/hich to present*fie nomination to the State Review Board and to 

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of s/^'\f\ca<ice is Natinriaf _State 1 nr.al 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE, 

TITLE DATE 

FOR f t f S USE ONLY 
EBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER l«REBY CERTIFY THAT T 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST: DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

G P O 8 9 9 - 2 1 4 



CM2) Cmp. 10-31-84 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of t he Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Beverly Main Post O f f i c e Item number 8 Page 2 

with roots i n the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. Both Classical and Colonial Revival 
design was u t i l i z e d i n Federal government buildings to "express classical and 
democratic ideals and to symbolize power, organization and co n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n . " 

The contract for the Beverly Main Post o f f i c e was awarded in September, 1910. The 
Foster building, a three story wooden structure, was removed from the s i t e . The 
cornerstone was l a i d May 20, 1911; i t reads "Franklin MacVeagh, Secretary of the 
Treasury; James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect, MCMX." I t was o f f i c i a l l y dedicated 
on July 12, 1912. Congressman Augustus P. Gardner i s credited with introducing the 
b i l l to provide further purchase of the s i t e and erection of the building on January 12, 
1903. The appropriation for the Beverly Post Office was $20,000.00 for the land and 
$75,000.00 for the building. 

The Beverly Main Post Office building was constructed during prosperous times in 
Beverly. Congressman Gardner noted that "when [ t h i s Post Office] is completed, i t w i l l 
be s u f f i c i e n t l y large to care for the increase i n business of Beverly with a population 
of 75,000 people." I t s construction apparently provided jobs for workers associated 
with Beverly's seasonal shipbuilding trades. In 1911, 173 building permits were 
issued i n Beverly with a t o t a l construction value of $950,000.00. In addition, newspaper 
a r t i c l e s deemed the f i n a n c i a l outlook as "good" for shoe manufactures, an important 
local industry. 

In 1935, a buff colored brick extension was added to t h i s building under the auspices 
of the Public Works Administration (P.W.A.). 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Real Estate and Buildings Department 

475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260-6400 

A p r i l 24, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Histo r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 161 Rantoul Street, Essex County, 
Beverly, Massachusetts 01915. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, 
please c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

r John S. Sorenson 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Realty Management Division 
Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 

APR 30 1986 
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August 19, 1965 

The Honorable F . Jcim Monahan 
ffeyor. City of Beverly 
Beverly City fell 
191 C^bot Street 
Beverly, Mk 01915 

Dear l^yor Monahein: 

The U.S. RDstal Service in ocnjunctic3n with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the tein Post Office in Beverly 
and has determined i t is significant from an historiced viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Ebsteil Service int«x3s to ncminate 
this building to the Ifetional Register of Historic Places. Vte would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your axxnarraice. 

I f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Gilleland 
G^eral t̂lnager 

Concur: 

Ehcloeures 

JPC/ljr 


