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o' iL rnc* pririt-1? (ff hnown) physical app”-rranc-
The Belchertc-.Mn Center Historic District is situatedir. the geographic center cf the
second | argest town in the Commonweal th (60 square mles). This village crossroads
has been the social, cultural, religious, conmercial ar.d political center of town sir.ce
the late ISth century. Thedistrict - roughly in the-'shape of a "T' - enconpasses the
Town Gonmon area to the north, part of South Main Street to the south, anda section of
Mapl e Street to the west. Approximately fifty of the district's 66buildings|iealcrg
the north-south axis. Thecondition of buildingsinthe district varies, but is ger.srally
good. Most are well maintained. In keeping with Victorianfashion, a nunber of buil dings
were altered during the late 19th century. The Methodist Church (rS, Photo 5), the only"
structure not onitsoriginal site, was noved here fror. Springfield in 1872 Not included
in the above nmentioned 66 buildings are five intrusions. They are the Post Office(-"
cn East IValnut St., a small beauty parlor (B) at 25 Mr-n St., and three sti'ucturesCC.Df
being built by the Ludlow Savings Bank ona 256 vdde | et immediately north of the ;--th:iis'
Chur ch.

THE Qg

Three brick andtwenty-four (mostly white) wooden frame buildings Iine the unusually long
(1,200") andspacious Gmnan.  Although a number of the early nineteenth century buil dings
criginaliV hou sed small workshops andstores, Lae T.7Micrity today are in residential "tse.
Architectural styles range from Colonial to those of the early twentieth century, with the
Federal style andthe classical features of the Geek Revival being the most nunerous,
thus accurately reflecting a prosperous period of Belchertown's history. Situated o! t'e
@i.inon itself is anineteenth century bandstand, a flagpole, a Civil Vér Mnur.ent, a
cannon, nurerous trees, anda small parking lot. Theoverall effect is very attractive
creating afine exanple of the traditional anddignified atnosphere characteristic of the
New Engl and village.

SJH MN N STRET

This spacious, tree-lined street was a fashionable residential neighborhood in the

ni neteenth century. except one of the eighteen wooden houses date from that period. The
prosperity in evidence here was confined to a smaller segnent of the popul ation, as

Bel chertown's econony hadat this later period (md-nineteenth century) already com enced

its long decline. Architecturally, this street features-Belchertoun's only tw exarnjles

of Queen Anne, and the town's only building in the Richardson Ronanesque style (the library)

Mbst of the houses are done in the Geek Revival style, the remainder are invarious Victoria
styles and modifications thereof.

MAE Si' R

Qe stone andten wooden fra ne buildings line this section of the route fromthe Qr-ncn t o
the site of "the old railroad depot onehalf mle distant. N ne of the eleven buildings
date to the nineteenth century. Architectural stylesinclude three Geek Revivals, two
twentieth century Colonial Revivals, onefinely detailed Carpenter's Gothic, Belchertovns
only two buildings with mansard roofs, andBelchertov.Ti's only stone house.
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1 Vernon Lodge Associ ation 1 MainSt.
2 Ronal d and Jean Besacon 33 Wodhaven Drive
3 Leopol d and Genevi eve Abli cki 60 South Liberty St.
4 Joseph Wite 15 Main St .
5 Viilfred R denour 17 Main St .
6 Ludl ow Savi ngs Bank 23 Main St.
7 58 Met hodi st Church 31 MainSt.
.9 Richard and Elizabeth Plant 41 Main St.
10 Daniel D and Irene Hazen 70 Maple St .
11 Lincol n Gook 47 Main St. ..
12 515 Morton J. Saeeney 71 Boar dnan Rd. ;
14 Wlliam F. and Edna J. Kinmball 55 Main$S.-
15 H Gegory Ketchen, c/o Gould
Ket chen b 31 Jabish St .
16 Arthur Moriarity 5 North MainSt.
17 &1'S Mar garet, Joseph, and Joseph S
Wi ght 11 East Silver St. S . Westfield, Mi
19 » Town of Bel chertown 2 Jabish St .
20 David A Cote * 482 M chael Sears Rd.
21 Marv Mat hr as 21 Easf Wlntit St .
22 G 5H Investment Q.
c/o Crest Real Estate 115 N Main St.
23 John and Bar bar a Toppi ng 174 Warren Wight Rd.

24 Ann and Donal d McFadyen 38 Park St .
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25 Harol d and |da' Cook 32 Park St .
26 To™n of Bel chertown 2 Jabish St .
Congregational Church of
27 ™ 28 Bel cher t owTi 20 Park St .
Fonan Cat hol i ¢ Di ocese of
29 8§50 Springfield St. Francis Church,
12 Park St .
31 David H MCol | om 6 Park St ,
52 Arthur Hennenan 161 Turkey Hill Rd.
33 H Gegory and Jane Ketchen
c/o Gould Ketchen 31 Jabish St.
34 John Bail ey 395 Bay Rd.
55 Jack and Jean Hul nes 8 Jabish St.
56 " 57 Town of Bel chertown 2 Jabish St.
38 Capp Menorial Library, Inc. 19 South Main St.
59 Leslie W Curtis 25 South Main St.
40 George R and V. Joan Bach 31 South Main St.
41 Mary T. Landry 33 South Main St.
42 Ms. Alice Suhm 39 South Main St.
43 Dr. Roger A andJ. Poirier o
c/o Hilltop Realty - 10 South Main St.
44 Ms. Luch Hislop 51 Sourh Ma?n St.
45 Richard J. and Debra Cavanaugh 55 South Main St.
46 Carl J. Peterson, "r. 60 South Main St.
47 Har ol d and Edna Ki mbal | 56 South Main St.

48 lrene B Ol ando 54 South Main St.
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25 Maple St.
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Descriptions of exceptional buildings inthe various architectural styles follow.

#Y (Photo 5) The Philo Dickinson homestead i s one of Belcherto'rtTi' s earliest exar.ples

(c. 1S16) of abuilding with the gable endfacing the street (*9 8 -10 arealso of this
styles anddates). .Although the basic structure i s Federal, many Victorian elerents
were added in later years. Asmall portico, distinguished by apair of slender porch posts
on either side of the door, is onesuch addition. The decorative shingles, which grace

the otherw se classic pedinment, areanother Victorian touch. However, the plain w ndow
lintels andthe 4 evenly spaced, chanfered pilasters which embellishthe facadeare
original decoration.

=5 .h'hoto 5) The Parsons House i s a classic Federal style structure built c. I"Oto 1S3
It isasinple, square building with characteristic hipped roof, three interior chi~neys
and tall, narrow, &6 w ndows which aresymetricallyarranged around a central doorway.

The decorativeelenents areconcentrated around the entrance way. Here, onebayporchi s
created by lonic colums topped with a flat entablature. The door is further highlighted
by atransom w ndow andsidelights, andflanked by pilasters.

-24  The Cal vin Zridgenman house, 1846, i s Belchertown's only Gothic Revival cottt-e. Tt is
a 11/2story frame house with dormer windows i n a steeply pitched roof. The front
features a ground level, multi-pillared porch anda bal cony nestled above i n the gable.

O interest isthat neither the porch nor balcony projects fromthe building. Rather,

they areboth recessed within the shell of the structure. Thegothic influence is evi'”nt

in the pointedarches of the porch and bal cony, the hood nol ds over the w ndows (obscured

by shutters), andthe gingerbread trim along the eaves.

r26 The O d Town Hal |l brings together Geek Revival andlItalianate stylistic elenents.

It issaid to have been built i n1865 by Harrison Root, a.promnent Belchertown | urbernan.
The gable endfaces the street andfeatures arched windows - small ones in the pedinent
and "twostory" transoned w ndows bel ow. Large rectangul ar-w ndows, accented by

heavy lintels, arefound onthe side elevations. There arefour evenly spaced pilasters
cn the front, the center twoframng the recessed doorway. A heavily bracketed cotmice
further distinguishes the structure.

-27 The Congregational Church is the earliest existing church structure in Belchertov.-.
Built i nl1789-1792, it was inthe formof atraditional New England neetinghouse with

single porch stairts'ell andbelltower. 1 n 1828 it was enlarged by cutting it apprcxinately
in half andadding tothe mddle. Themain entry-was renoved fromthe front (west" facade
and a porch erected at the south (gable) end. This was topped by a belltower. The quoins,
wi de, evenly spaced pilasters (on the porch), andcornice®with" dentil molding date tothis
Federal era remodelling. In 1872, the church was again altered. This time the square
Federal -styl e wi ndows and doorways \\'ere changed t orounded arches. Thetall gothic

spire was added atop the Federal belltower, conpleting the Victorian influence. The town
clock has been i n the church steeple for well over 100years and has wooden cl ockwerks.

-55 Belchertown Mtor Sales was erected i n1918 t ohouse the first autonobile sal es agency

in towmn. Henry Ford, a frequent Belchertown visitor, isreported tohave perscnahly
assisted the owner in establishing a Ford deal ershiphere. This building hints Ol the.Mssic
style: little ornanmentation, smooth-plastered facades, hidden roof andthe suggestion

of turrets at t hefour corners.
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#56 Lawence Mermorial Hall i s Belchertown's "new Town Hall r built in 1923. The conr
struction was funded under certain provisions inthe will of Sarah Rohin'”on, author,

Bel chertown native and wife of the first governor of Kansas. The Hall is an ir.pres-ive
Gothic-influenced brick and concrete edifice situated ;it tlie southern end of the Tc-n

Gxmon. Brick i s the predomnant building material, but concrete was used for thefoundation
as accent material around the windows and doors, and for decorativestring coursing. The
main entrance, inthe center of the projecting western facade, has a Gothic arch and

triple w ndow above. Narrow |ancet-type wi ndows further enhance the Gothic appearance of
this structure.

-38 The Qapp Mu:orial Library was built in 1SS5-1887. | tws naned i n nenory of John
Francis Capp, wo had bequeathed $40,000-for the erection of a free public library in

his native town. Henry Kilburn of Nw York was the architect. The building isinthe
formof a Latin Oross with a central octagonal tower. |t is constructedof local
(Longmeadow) brown stone and features a roof of red Italian tiles. Huge stained glass
menorial w ndows grace the northem and southern facades. There i s also a stained glass
skylight. The vari-colored stone construction, rounded arches and cavernous door openings
are indicative of the Romanesque style, though the extrenme "heaviness" associated'.'ith
true Richardsoni an Ronanesque i s absent.

™3 The Beehive (Mntague) house i s an intact Geek Revival dwelling. | tws constructed
c. 1840 by Philetus Wlliam Burnett. Characteristic features include six-overrsix double-
hung wi ndows with corner bl ocks, nmolded comer board pilasters, and classical entablature
and side lights surrounding the recessed door. Inthe 1920's and 30's, a telephone

office was located here, and local hearsay attributes the nickname "beehive" to the
constant buzzing of the tel ephone Iines!

#51 5 52 The Oapp and Doolittle houses are adjacent dwellingswith simlar architectural
histories. Both started out as square, hipped roof Federal hones built around ISIQ
However, in 1883-1884, they were extensively renodeled to the Victorian style. Henry
Kilburn, an architect fromNw York, designed the changes which were carried out by

Henry Hoag, a local builder. The homes, now typically asymmetric, feature Queen A.re
style windows, corner turrets, massive chinmneys and numerous porches with turned porch
posts. The Capp house isthe nmore elaborate. |t incorporatesnuch beautiful stained
glass i nthe Queen Anne windows and ina hall skylight.

#58 The Towne house, an 1886 carpenter's Gothic, stands on the site formerly occupied by
the Baptist Church. Many conponents of the c. 1512 church were sal vaged when that
structure was razed and were recycled into the"Towne house. The arched front door
(obscured by a stormdoor) is an exanple. The main hous(? has "the gable end to the

street with a porch wing attached on the west side. Decorative tvooden details abound.
Lacel i ke scrollwork graces the bargeboards and hooded doorway. Brackets are alo plenti?”
ful - on the porch doorhood and toppingthe bay window The bay w ndow al so features

mol ded, recessed, wooden panels at its base.
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#62 The Henry Hoag and Peeso houses are t he only two mansard-roofed buildings i ntcxn.
They are |ocated across the street from oneanother. Henry Hoag, a ]Jocal architect and
builder, built histwo-story dwelling (#62) in 1887. Aside fromits distinctive rt:> with
clustered brackets, i ti snowa fairly plain building. Architectural elenments includea
bay w ndow, doorhood and decorative wooden porch railing. Mch of the (wooden) Victorian
ornamentation which originally graced this house has been renoved.

The Peeso house (#60) i stheonly three-story dwelling i nBelchertotm Abuilding has stood
on this tract of land since c. 1806, but whether or not this i sthe sane house has not been
determned. The nansard dates t o the 1880's and was probably added by nei ghbor Henry Hoag,
the builder. .An interesting extension was constructed around this sane time. The- est v.all
of the newsection was built upon an existing- stone wall tshich narked the western nrrrerty
line. Since thewalldid not runparallel tothe side of the house, neither does the addititn.

>MThe Stone House, built i n 1827, has been a landmark since that time i tisthecnly stcne
house i n Bel chertown. Thewalls are over one-foot thick. Although the gable end (south
facade) faces the street, thenmain entrance i sonthe east side. Fromthis perspective, it
I s a Federal facade: tall, narrow, twelve-over-twelve wi ndows svTmetricallyarranged srcuni
an el aborate doorway. This entrance features a class''cal, flat-tonpod Geek pcrticc with
lonic colums. Double pilasters surround the Latin Goss door, anda three-paned fan |i"ht
sits atop. The house i s nowused as theHistorical Associationmuseum | n 1924, ..o » co
built'by the.Associationto house itscarriagecollection. |twas constructed of stone
fromthe sane quarry as the house and conplenments it beautifully.
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St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Belchertown Center Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
-aterials and workmanship andi ssignificant as thesocial, cultural, religious, comercial
and political center of the town. Belchertown's first pernmanent white settlenment began
in thel720's andthetown was incorporated i n1761. |t devel oped along the major access
route fror. Northanpton t othe east coast. Today, al | but sixteen of thedistrict's
sixty-six buildings stand onthis roadway known traditionally astheBay Rs-d Eurngt he
latter part of theseventeenth century, this was t he major road t o Brookfieldand eastern

"l assachusetts. |t was originally supposed t ohave been apath travel ed by Native Americans.
This route evolved into the .Northanpton/Boston Stage Road during t helate eighteentnanc
early nineteenth centuries. j o

.is can be observed by t hearchitectural evidence around the Town Gominon, Belchertov.T.
enjiyed speriod of prosperityearly i nthe nineteenth century. Themd-nineteenth century
styles of South Main Street (the southern part of thedistrict) reflect this neighbcrhcod s
later emergence as a fashionable place of residence for Belchertov.n's affluent mnoritv.

The arrival of therailroad i n 1853 was undoubtedly the most significant event affecti-g
the devel opment of .Mple Street. The depot was situated on Maple St., onehalf mle e
\B?%E:egf the GComon. Thedistrict meets criteria A5 Cof theNational Register of Historic

.architecture

Included inthedistrict are Belchertotvn's only native fi.eldstone house (#64Photo

the only examples of t he Queen Anne style C51 S#52, which were renmodeled in 1S4 by
Henry Kilburn of New York), theearliest exanples i ntown of thegable endof the buildi:
(#60 5 #62), andBel chertoun's finest exanple of a Gothic Revival cottage (#24). Also
included arenumerous Geek Revival structuresinvery good condition, andtv.o cornerc:. ..
survivors fromthe Victorian era (#128 #31). Also designed by Henry Kilbum is the
Capp Menorial Library (#38), built i n 1885 of Longneadow br ownst one andtopped by a roof
of Philadelphiaredtile. Philetus WIlliamBunmett designed and built the Beehive house
(#43, photo 3), i n1840. M. Bumett mgrated toCalifornia sonetine before 1548, and
later designed theold State House near Sacramento. The attractive and nassive eighteenth
century Congregational Church lends a distinctly New England character t ot he Gmmon. The
church (=27) physically dcr.irates thecenter as i t has domnated t hesocial, political,
and religious life of the com-nunity throughout nost of Bel chertown's recorded history.

Gommer ce

The district has been thecenter of conmercial activity since thelate eighteenth century.
Ten of the buildings have at onetime housed stores (#1, 2, 3, 5 7, 11, 12, 16, 18ani i | )
five continue todoso (#1, 2, 5 16, and 31). The first andlast bank ever basedi n

Bel chertown (building #1) nmysteriously folded i n1829, only four years after comt'enrcing
operations. Tie Brick Block (#7) was formerly a store and post office. |t displays
features of theltalianate and Geek Revival styles, and has suffered no significant
external alterations since itsconstructioni nthelate 1850's. Tucked away i na coner
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south of the buildings #51 is a small wood frane gas station (building #32]. This Col onial
Revival Structure (built in 1939) features a cur\'ilinear office vrhich projects out fi on the
service garage.

Communi cati ons

Jonathan Gout (or Grant), a practicing lawer and a pioneer in the signal or semaphore
system of telegraphy, cane to Belchertown about 1795 and resided inbuilding #5. H ws a
resident of this town in 1800 when he sent a cessage from Boston to Nantucket and received
an answer in 10 mnutes. The first official telegraph signal book was publisher by o*ulian
Corbett about 1790 and aroused nuch interest and experir.entation in the late iirh ;entur>".
Senmaphore or signal stations v.-ee erected on-stone towers or on high natural pcinrs at
distances of about 6 to 10 mles apart. By a coniplex system of ropes and pulleys, the

| arge semaphore blades were arranged to fom synmbols for given letters of the alphabet.
Messages were sent and could be relayed fron point to point. M. Gout erected a signal
tower on Geat Quabbin Muntain in Enfield. There was also a tower East at New Braintree
and Vst at .Munt Hol yoke. Geographically, Belchertown Center would be an ideal [ocation
for a station between Quabbin Muntain and M. Holyoke. Local |egend says that a sigial
tower'was ere:ted cn the roof of building -5 Photo 5 during Revolutionary tir.es; ho-.jver,
it isnmore likely such a tower existed during M. Gout's ownership. The current owner states

41 \ -
i-iic uaSc

Industry

6 the soil here is generally not well suited for agriculture, smallr-scale manufactur”ng has,
in past times, played a prominent role in Belchertowli's econony." The single most inportant
nineteenth century industry, and the one which has enployed the greatest nunber of Belcher-
town's residents, was the carriage industry. Hunphrey Filer's carriage shops (buildings

?16, 17 § 18) conprised one of the four conpani es which once operated within the historic
district.

Buildings #9 8§ 15 once housed a nunber of early nineteenth century hat-nmakers. Buildings
M1 § 15 were occupied during the sane period by furniture makers. Franklin Dickinson, who
resided inbuilding #18, prospered in the pale leaf industry (md-nineteenth century), as
he found abundant cheap female |abor readily availablelocally. EphraimMntague built
building #45 Photo 3, with the proceeds from his silkwork business. H's case i s unusual,
for the vast majority of silk entrepreneurs lost noney in the mulberrv craze which

whi ch swept the Pioneer Valley at that time (c. 1835"to 1845).

Literature * . .

.Srah Law ence Robinson was the author of Kansas, Itsinterior and Exterior Life, and the wife
of Dr. Charles Robinson, the first governor of Kansas. Prior to emgrating to jiansas, Ms.
"binson had lived on Maple St. in Building ?763.

Bel cherto\\Ti native son, Dr. Josiah Gilbert Holland, wo was a w dely-read nineteenth century
author (sales of 500,000 by 18S5), described Belchertown center in his novel. Seven CQaks (1875)
Anot her of his novels. MssGilbert's Career (1532), was set in Belchertown Classical Sch&ol,

a large structure which formerly stood at the north end of the Gormon. Dr. Holland has |eft
us a graphic descriptionof the picturesque Belchertown center of that era.
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Wth t heexception of the nondenom national Dwight Chapel, Belchertown's churches have al ways
been situated i nt hecenter of town. There arethree churches i nthedistrict at the present
time: theMthodist (#8), Photo 5, which was noved here from Springfield inlS72; the Congre-
gational (#27), Photo 1, built i n1789; andthe Fonan Catholic (#29). Rev. Tinothy Dw ght
ST.O (1752-1817), thefirst president of Yale College, had observed that Belcherto®>-n was
noted for "its thunderstorms anditsecclesiastical controversies.”" Qne such controversy |ed
to thegreat schismwithin Belchertown's Congregational Church, which subsequently resulted
in theconstruction of the Brainard Church (-29) i n1856. The buildingwas |ater converted
into a Baptist Church, andfinally i n1922, into a Ronan Catholic Church. The original
Sapti.-;- .'vesting House (1S14-1SS5) had stood onthesite of building =58.

Social History

The earliest known instance in which a Bel chertown wonan owned property in her own nane
involved building#5,. 1 n 1822. This was later thesite of thefanous rescue-from
slavery kidnapping incident of 1840, which was nuch celebrated at thetime in neighboring
JAj2ier5t.  The "kidnapping" v-& one of theonly recorded events involving Bel chertown's

Bl ack residents.

A nunber of Bel chertown residents participatedi n thefanous nineteenth century Ut opian
"experinent” at Oneida, NI. Their unorthodox social relationswere thefocus of nuch
controversy. Sonme of these "Perfectionists,”" as they were kno™n, resided i nand around ' ne
center. (Building #15within thedistrict; other were nearby.)

Transportation ' .

Nearly every major road in Belchertom passes through thec-enter, including theold road
from Northanmpton t o Boston. An eighteenth century mlestone by South Main St. near

building #56 i sone of three such markers i nBelcherto'"Ti situated along this old road. Dur-
ing theearly nineteenth century, Belchertown resident James H Capp rana stagecoa:h along
part of this route.

Bel chertovsTi' s first railroad (running from Palmer t o Anherst) was constructed i n1855. The
old hotel (building #60) was undoubtedly erected toservice theincreased traffic, as this
building is strategically situated on Maple Street half way between t he Gxmon andthe site
of theold depot.

Building #35was erected i n 1918t ohouse Belchertown's first auto sales agency. The
proprietor was reportedly personally assisted i nestablishifig thSagency by a frequent
Bel chertown visitor, Henry Ford.

As a node representing 18th and 19th century settlement, theBelchertouTi Center Historic
District should be considered t ocontain historic archeological resources. Theyards of the
district's houses may contain archeol ogical features representing previous sequences of use
which canhelp t oexplain thecultural history of the physical |andscape. Artifacts., whether
existing i nfeatures or as broadcast trash, can suppl enent documentary information as ar.eans
of interpreting past social andeconomc life.
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1) Clara D'sight Hazen, "Rem niscences of Belchertov.Ti 70 Years Ago." Publishedi n
the "Belchertown Sentinel" beginning i nJuly 1917. ~

2) Louis Everts, History of t heConnecticut Valley | nMssachusetts, (Philadelphia:
J.B. Lippincott 8 Co., 1879), pp. 521-53.

3) Stone House Museumrecords, 20 Maple Street, Belchertown, NMA
4) Mps of Belchertown dated 1873, 1860, 1855, 1850 51794.

5) Hampshire County Deeds and Probate.
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i.orrreast corner of the northernmost property in the Belchertown Center Historic District
is situated on the west side of the North Main St. (US Route 202) 23" north of the inter-
section of Route 202 and the north side of Jackson St. The boundary then proceeds southeast
across the streetto a point where the south line of Cottagfe St. intcrserts east side cf North
Main St., this being the northwest comer of the fire station (parcel =19". The boundary runs
thence east along the south line of Cottage St. approximately 210°. |t then turns and runs
south 85 along the east line of the Post Office property (Intrusion A to an iron pin. The
boundary then runs east along the south line of #10 Cottage St. approximately 125 to the
west line of an unnaned town way which connects Cottage St. with East V'dr.ut St. |t then
proceeds north along the west side of said town way until i tintersects the south side of
Cottage St. It then runs east approximately 145 along the south side of Cottage St. until
t reaches the northeast corner of parcel r:22. The boundary then proceed; sruthv.est along
the east line of parcel 722 until i tstrikes East Walnut St. |t then proceeds southerly
approximately 919° following the back property lines of the parcels fronting on Park St. until
it arrives at the southeast corner of the Congregational Church property 'parcel #28). It
then turns easterly, running 91' along the south line of the M. Hope Cenetery. .A this point,
the boundary turns southerly again running 256" along the east |ine of parcel #33 until it
strikes Jabish St. It then crosses Jabish St. to a point where the south siie of Jabish St.
intersefcts the v.'éd side of Everett Ave. The boundary then p.roceeds scut'r.-.esterly alcrgtr
west side of Everett .Awe approximately 165 . |t then turns westerly, following the south
lines of parcels #34 and 35 for 169° where i t strikes the east line of the Lawence Menori al
Hal | property (#36). The boundary then proceeds southerly 1,664 along the back property
lines of the parcels fronting South Main St. until it cones to an iron pin situated onth'.
west line of the Cold Spring Elenmentary School property and the north side cf an unnaned
access road to said school. The boundary then runs westerly 449'° along the north side of the
above nmentioned access road to the intersection of this access road with Route 181.  The
boundary then continues in the same direction (SK across Route 181 to a point where the west
side of Route 181 intersects the south side of the driveway to Building #'6, said point being
approxi mtely 120° south of the northeast corner of parcel #4*6. The boundary then continues
in roughly the same direction (S¥ approximtely 335 running parallel with the south line of
parcel #47. The boundary then proceeds generally northwesterly 1,387 tracing the back
property lines of parcels fronting on South Main St. until i treaches the northwest corner of
parcel #52. It then runs north approximately 81" to the southwest corner of parcel "54. 1t
then continues north another 99° along the west |ine of parcel #54 where i t cones to a point
which isthe southeast corner of parcel #57 and the southwest comer of parcel -56. The
boundary turns westerly at this point and runs approximately 700" following the back property
lines of the parcels which front Maple St. until it arrives at the southwest comer of parcel
#61. |t then turns northerly running 108 along the west line of parcel =61 to Maple St.,
thence running straight across Maple St. to the southwest corner of parcel =62. The boundary

then proceeds N 453 along the west side of parcel-#62-until,it strikes a stone wall, which

is the south line of the Center School property. |1t then turns and runs along the S line

of the Center School property approximately 430" to the NE corner of parcel #65. The boundary
then runs due east across the unnaned access road to Center School until i tstrikes the west
line of parcel #4. |1t then turns and runs 292° northerly along the back |ines of parcels -5,
thence turns N running 60° along the W line of parcel #6, then continues further inthe

sane direction another 55'. |t then turns 285 along the south side and the rear of the

Met hodi st Church property (#778) until it reaches the NW corner of the said chux»ch

property.
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Fror. this point, the boundary proceeds NW approximtely 270' across a vacant |ot rc
the 5W corner of parcel #9. |t then proceeds NW SQ5 tothe 5V'. corner of parcel
#10, thence N 498 along the back property lines of the parcels fronting Main St. .ntii
xt strikes the 3. side of Jackson St. The boundary then proceeds 1£3 along theba;-:
lines of parcels #15 #16, thence crosses the8 right of way leading toN Min St. which
belongs tothe property at #6 Jackson St., then proceeds 382" around parcels #17 and =1S
to the point of beginning onthe W side of N Main St., thus enconpassing t helast tv.o

nentioned parcels within thedistrict.

Alsc refer totheattached nap which is taken from the tQtn assessor's naps - sheet 1.2.
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1. Name
historic Belchertown Center Historic District
and/or common The Common -DnCu” hettu , (1JeLljunt Oarngn
~ ~ 71 i-I>i5 Main St. N ' 1UN6 Maple St. N A
Z. Location 155 Main st. 5-37 East Walnut St.
3-11 North Mai _nSt. 4-44 Park St.

street & number 10-60 South Main St. 2-12 Jabish St. nat for pUblICHIm
dty, tomn ~ Belchertown vicinity of congressional digrict  Fir st
date Massachusetts code 025 county  Hampshire code 015
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership status Present Use
X district public " occupied agriculture X museum

building(s) private X unoccupied X commercial E park

structure JL both X work In progress 1 educational X  private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment A religious

object . In process yes: restricted X government scientific

""Ajn being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
name—"' Multiple (Seelisting on continuation sheet)
dregt & numtier
dty, tomn vicinity of date
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regidry o deads ec. Hampshire County Register of Deeds i
dregt & num]je’ 33 Ki ng Street
dty, toan Northampton stateM assachusetts 01060
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
) Inventory of the Historic Assets of ) ) _
titte the Commonwedlth has this property bean daermined degible? yes X m
date  1978-79 federal X state county local

depostary for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

dty, tomn Boston date Massachusetts 02108



7. Description Bel chertown Center Historic District

Condi ti on Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X origina site and , 0_-
ood rui ns X altered noved date 1872 CIVEthodl st Church)
ar unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) phy5|ca| appear ance

The Bel chertown Center Historic District is situatedin the geographic center of the
second | argest town inthe Cormonwealth (60 square mles). This village crossroads

has been the social, cultural, religious, comercial and political center of town since
the late 18th century. Thedistrict - roughly inthe shape of a"T" - enconpasses the
Town Gonmon area to the north, part of South Main Street to the south, and a section of
Mapl e Street to the west. Approximately fifty of the district's 66 buildings |iealong

the north-south axis. Thecondition of buildings inthe district varies, but is generally
good. Most are well maintained. In keeping with Victorianfashion, a nunber of buildings
were altered during the late 19th century. The Methodist Church (#8, Photo 5), the only
structure not onitsoriginal site, was noved here from Springfield in 1872, MNot included
in the above nentioned 66buil dings are five intrusions. They are the Post Office (A)

on East Walnut St., asmall beauty parlor (B) at 25Main St., and three structures (GDBE
being built by the Ludl ow Savings Bank ona 236 wide | ot immediately north of the Methodist
Chur ch.

TH= CGDAON

Three brick and twenty-four (nostly white) wooden frame buildings [ine the unusually long
(1,200") and spacious Gormon. Although a nunber of the early nineteenth century buil dings
originally housed small workshops and stores, the majority today are inresidential use.
Architectural styles range from Colonial to those of the early twentieth century, with the
Federal style and the classical features of the Geek Revival being the nost nunerous,
thus accurately reflecting a prosperous period of Belchertown's history. Situated onthe
Gmmon itself is anineteenth century bandstand, a flagpole, aCivil Vdr Monunent, a
cannon, nunerous trees, and a small parking lot. Theoverall effect is very attractive,
creating afine exanple of the traditional and dignified atmsphere characteristic of the
New Engl and village.

SJH MN N STRET

This spacious, tree-lined street was a fashionable residential neighborhood in the

nineteenth century. Al | except one of the eighteen wooden houses date from that period. The

prosperity in evidence here was confined to a smaller segnent of the popul ation, as

Bel chertown's econony had at this later period (md-nineteenth century) already conmenced

its long decline. Architecturally, this street features Belchertown's only two exanples

of Queen Anne, and the town's only building in the R chardson Romanesque style (the library).

Mbst of the houses are done inthe Geek Revival style, the remainder are invariousVictorian
styles and modifications thereof.

MHLE STRET

Qe stone and ten wooden frame buildings line this section of the route from the Gonmon to
the site of the old railroad depot one half mle distant. N ne of the eleven buildings
date to the nineteenth century. Architectural stylesinclude three Geek Revivals, two
twentieth century Colonial Revivals, onefinely detailedCarpenter's Gothic, Belchertown's
only two buildingswith mansard roofs, and Bel chertown's only stone house.
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Mip Nunber Property QOaner Street Address Town (if other than
Bel chert own)
1 Vernon Lodge Associ ation 1 MainSt.
2 Ronal d and Jean Besacon 33 Wodhaven Drive
3 Leopol d and Genevi eve Ablicki 60 South Liberty St.
4 Joseph Wiite 15 Main St .
5 W I fred R denour 17 Main St .
6 Ludl ow Savi ngs Bank 23 Main St .
788 Met hbdi st Church 31 MainSt.
9 Richard and Elizabeth Plant 41 MainSt.
10 Daniel D and Irene Hazen 70 Maple St.
11 Lincol n Gook 47 Main St .
12 § 13 Morton J. Sneeney 71 Boar dnan RU.
14 Wlliam F and Edna J. Kinmbal | 55 MainSt,
15 H Gegory Ketchen, c/o Gould
31 Jabish St .
Ket chen
5 North MainSt,
16 Arthur Moriarity
17 § 18 Margaret, Joseph, and Joseph S 11 East Silver St, Westfield, M
Wi ght 2 Jabish St .
19 Town of Bel chertown 482 M chael Sears R.
20 David A Cote 21 East Walnut St.
21 Mary Mat hr as
115 N MainSt.
22 G 5H Investnent .
174 \rren Wight Rd.
c/o Crest Real Estate
38 Park St.
23 John and Barbara Toppi ng
24 Ann and Donal d McFadyen
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25
26

27 § 28

29

31
32
33

35
36
38
39
40
41
42
43

45
46
47
48

§ 30

5 37

or HCRS use only

received

date entered

Item number

Property Qaner
Har ol d and | da Gook
Town of Bel chertown

Congregational Church of
Bel chert own

Ronan Cat holi ¢ Di ocese of
Springfield

David H MCol | om

Arthur Hennenan

H Gegory and Jane Ketchen
c/o CGould Ketchen

John Bail ey

Jack and Jean Hul nes
Town of Bel chertown
Capp Menori al
Leslie W Curtis

George R and V. Joan Bach
Mary T. Landry

Ms. Alice Suhm

Dr. Roger A and J. Poirier
c/o Hilltop Realty

Ms. Luch Hislop

Richard J. and Debra Cavanaugh

Carl J. Peterson, Jr.
Har ol d and Edna Ki nbal |
[rene B Ol ando

Library, Inc.

Street Address
32 Park St .
2 Jabi sh St .

20 Park St .

St. Francis Church, -

12 Park St .
6 Park St.

161 Turkey Hill Rd.

31 Jabish St .

393 Bay Rd.

8 Jabi sh St.

2 Jabish St.

19 South Main St.
25 South Main St.
31 South Main St.
33 South Main St.
39 South Main St.

10 South Main St.
51 South Main St.
55 South Main St.
60 South Main St.
56 South Main St.
54 South Main St,

Page ~

Town (if other than
Bel chert own)
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49 John and Barbara Toppi ng 174 \Wrren Wight Rd.
50 M's. Bel ding Jackson 40 South Main St.
51 Janes Veért hei mer 32 South MainSt.
52 Raynond and Bar bara Cal abrese 26 South MainSt.
53 Har vey Di cki nson 22 South MainSt.
54 Ms. Harry Ryther 18 South Main St .
55 Edward Parker and AD Migni er 10 South Main St .
56 El'i zabet h Ketchen 7 Marshal | Road Natick, M\
57 John and Janis Collis 17 Maple St.
58 Di ane Pi che 21 Maple St.
59 Bar bara Downi ng 25 Maple St.
60 CGeorge and Nancy Goddard 31 Maple St.
61 Edward and Carol M erzewski 35 Maple St.
62 Joanne B, Deaness 36 Maple St.
63 Samual and Caroline Joyal 30 Maple St.
64 Bel chertown Historical Associa-
tion, I nc. 20 Maple St.
65 Gerald G Trenmine 16 Maple St.
66 Herbert and Elizabeth Story 10 Maple St.
I ntrusions

G 8 H I nvestment .

c/o Crest Real Estate 115 North Main St.
B Petronella V. Squires 27 Main St .
C Ludl ow Savi ngs Bank 33 MainSt .
D Ludl ow Savi ngs Bank 33 Main St .
E Ludl ow Savi ngs Bank 33 Main St .
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Descriptions of exceptional buildings i nthe various architectural styles follow.

#4 (Photo 5) The Philo Dickinson homestead i s one of Bel chertown's earliest exanples

(c. 1816) of abuilding with the gable end facing the stre
styles and dates). Although the basic structure i s Federal,

et (#95 #10 areal so of this
nany Victorian elements

were added i n later years. A small portico, distinguished by a pair of slender porch posts
on either side of the door, is one such addition. The decorativeshingles, which grace

the otherw se classic pedinent, areanother Victorian touch.

However, the plain w ndow

lintels and the 4 evenly spaced, chanfered pilasters which enbellishthe facade are

original decoration.

# (Photo 5) The Parsons House i s a classic Federal style structure built c. 1770t o 1800.

It isasinple, square building with characteristic hipped r

oof, three interior chimeys

and tall, narrow, 6/6 w ndows which aresymetricallyarranged around a central doorway.

The decorativeelenents areconcentrated around the entrance way. Here, onebayporchi s

created by lonic colums topped with a flat entablature. The door is further highlighted
by a transom wi ndow and sidelights, and flanked by pilasters.

#24 The Cal vin Bridgeman house, 1846, i s Belchertown's only Gothic Revival cottage. It is

a 11/2 story franme house with dormer windows i na steeply
features a ground level, multi-pillared porch and a bal cony

pitched roof. The front
nestled above i nthe gable.

O interest i sthat neither the porch nor balcony projects fromthe building. Rather,

they are both recessed within theshell of the structure.
in the pointed arches of the porch and bal cony, the hood nol
by shutters), and the gingerbread trim along t he eaves.

The gothic influence i sevident
ds over the w ndows (obscured

#26 The A d Town Hal | brings together Geek Revival and Italianate stylistic elements.

It i ssaid t ohave been built i n 1865 by Harrison Root, a pr
The gable end faces t he street and features arched w ndows
and "twostory" transomed w ndows below. Large rectangul ar
heavy lintels, arefound on t heside elevations. There are
on the front, thecenter two framng the recessed doorway.
further distinguishes thestructure.

#27 The Congregational Church istheearliest existing chur
Built i n1789-1792, it was intheformof atraditional New

om nent Bel chertown | unber nan.
- small ones i nthe pediment
wi ndows, accented by

four evenly spaced pilasters
A heavily bracketed cornice

ch structure i nBelchertown.
Engl and neeti nghouse with

single porch stairwell andbelltower. 1n1828 it was enlarged by cutting it approxi mately
in half and adding tothe mddle. The main entry was renoved fromthe front (west) facade
and a porch erected at t he south (gable) end. This was topped by a belltower. The quoins,

wi de, evenly spaced pilasters (onthe porch), and cornice wi

th dentil nmolding date tothis

Federal eraremndelling. 1 n1872, thechurch was again altered. This time the square
Federal -styl e wi ndows and doorways were changed t orounded arches. The tall gothic

spire was added atop t he Federal belltower, conpleting the Victorian influence. The town
clock has been i nthechurch steeple for well over 100 years and has wooden cl ockwor ks.

#35 Bel chertown Mtor Sales was erected i n1918 t ohouse t hefirst autonobile sal es agency
in town. Henry Ford, a frequent Belchertown visitor, i sreported tohave personally

assisted the owner inestablishing a Ford deal ershiphere.

This building hints of the Mssion

style: little ornamentation, snooth-plastered facades, hidden roof and the suggestion

of turrets at thefour coners.
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#36 Lawence Menorial Hall is Belchertown's "new' Town Hall ~ built i n1923. The con”
struction was funded under certain provisions inthewill of Sarah Robinson, author,

Bel chertown native andwife of the first governor of Kansas. The Hall i saninpressive

Gothic-influenced brick and concrete edifice situated at t hesouthern end of the Town

Gmmon.  Brick i s the predomnant building material, but concrete was used for thefoundation
as accent material around the wi ndows and doors, and for decorativestring coursing. The

mai n entrance, i nthecenter of the projecting western facade, has a Gothic arch and

triple wi ndow above. Narrow |ancet-type windows further enhance the Gothic appearance of
this structure.

#38 The Gapp Menorial Library was built 1 n1883"-1887. | twas naned i n nenory of John
Francis Capp, who had bequeathed $40,000 f or the erection of a free public libraryin

his native town. Henry Kilbum of New York was thearchitect. The building isin the
formof a Latin Goss with a central octagonal tower. | tis constructedof |ocal
(Longneadow) brown stone and features a roof of red Italian tiles. Hiuge stained glass
menorial w ndows grace the northem and southern facades. There i s also a stained glass
skylight. The vari-colored stone construction, rounded arches and cavernous door openings
are indicative of the Romanesque style, though the extreme "heaviness" associated with
true Richardsonian Ronanesque i s absent.

#43 The Beehive (Mntague) house i s an intact QGeek Revival dwelling. | twasconstructed
c. 1840 by Philetus Wlliam Bumett. Characteristic features include six"over-six double®
hung wi ndows with conmer blocks, nol ded comer board pilasters, and classical entablature
and side lights surrounding the recessed door. 1 nthe1920's and 30's, a telephone

office was located here, and local hearsay attributes the nickname "beehive" to the
constant buzzing of the tel ephone |ines!

#51 8§ 52 The Uapp and Doolittle houses areadjacent dwellingswith simlar architectural
histories. Both started out as square, hipped roof Federal hones built around 1810.
However, i n1883-1884, they were extensively renodeled tothe Victorian style. Henry

Kil bum an architect fromNew York, designed the changes which were carried out by
Henry Hoag, a local builder. The hones, now typically asymetric, feature Queen Anne
style windows, coner turrets, massive chimeys and nunerous porches with tumed porch
posts. The Qapp house i s the nore elaborate. |t incorporates much beautiful stained
glass i n the Queen Anne windows and i n a hall skylight.

#58 The Towne house, an 1886 carpenter's Gothic, stands on the site formerly occupied by
the Baptist Church. Mny conponents of the c. 1812 church were sal vaged when t hat
structure was razed and were recycled into the Towne house. The arched front door
(obscured by a stormdoor) i san exanple. The main house has thegable endto the

street with a porch wing attached on the west side. Decorative wooden details abound.
Lacelike scrollwork graces the bargeboards and hooded doorway. Brackets areal o plenti?
ful - on the porch doorhood and topping the bay window The bay w ndow al so features

mol ded, recessed, wooden panels at its base.
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#060

#62 The Henry Hoag and Peeso houses are the only two mansard-roofed buildings i ntown.
They are |ocated across the street from one another. Henry Hoag, a local architect and
builder, built histwo-story dwelling G#62) i n1887. Aside from it sdistinctive roof with
clustered brackets, i tisnow a fairly plain building. Architectural elementsinclude a
bay wi ndow, doorhood and decorative wooden porch railing. Mich of the (wooden) Victorian
omament ati on which originally graced this house has been renoved.

The Peeso house (#60) i stheonly three-story dwelling i nBelchertown. A building has stood
on this tract of land since c. 1806, but whether or not this i sthe sane house has not been
determined. The mansard dates t o the 1880's and was probably added by neighbor Henry Hoag,
the builder. An interesting extension was constructed around this sane time. The west wall

of thenew section was built upon an existing stone wall which marked t he western property
line. Since thewalldid not runparallel totheside of the house, neither does the addition.

The Stone House, built i n 1827, has been a | andmark since that tine i tistheonly stone
house i nBelchertown. The walls are over one-foot thick. Athough the gable end (south
facade) faces thestreet, thenmain entrance i son theeast side. Fromthis perspective, it
is a Federal facade: tall, narrow, twelve-over-twelve w ndows symmetrically arranged around
an el aborate doorway. This entrance features a classical, flat-toppedQeek porticowith
lonic colums. Double pilasters surround the Latin Oross door, and a three-paned fan |ight
sits atop. The house i snow used as theHistorical Association nuseum | n 1924, a bam was
built by theAssociation tohouse itscarriage collection. |twas constructed of stone
from t he sane quarry as the house and conplements i t beautifully.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_X_ religion
1400-1499 V archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military X  social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

J{_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater )
1900- X communications X industry politics/government Xtransportation

invention ot her (specify)
Speci fic dates fYvuA L™, Bui | der/Architect rVWJUdl | -.

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Belchertown Center Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship andi s significant as thesocial, cultural, religious, conmercial
and political center of the town. Belchertown's first permanent white settlement began

in the 1720's andt he town was incorporated i n 1761. |t devel oped al ong the nmajor access
route from Northanpton t othe east coast. Today, all but sixteen of the district's
sixty-six buildingsstand onthis roadway known traditionally asthe Bay Road. Duringthe
latter part of the seventeenth century, this was the major road t o Brookfieldand eastern
Massachusetts. |t was originally supposed t ohave been a path travel ed by Native Anericans.
This route evolved into the Northanpton/Boston Stage Road during t helate eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries,

As can be observed by the architectural evidence around the Town Gonmon, Bel chertown
enjoyed aperiod of prosperityearly inthe nineteenth century. Themd-nineteenth century
styles of South Main Street (the southern part of the district) reflect this neighborhood s
| ater emergence as a fashionable place of residence for Belchertown's affluent mnority.
The arrival of the railroad i n 1853 was undoubtedly the nmost significant event affecting
the devel opnent of Maple Street. The depot was situated on Maple St., onehalf mle
W%Ee?f the Gomon. Thedistrict nmeets criteria A S Cof the National Register of Historic

Architecture

Included i nthe district areBelchertown's only native fieldstone house (#64 Photo 4),

the only exanples of the Queen Anne style (#51 8 #52, which were renodel ed i n1884 by
Henry Kil burn of New York), the earliest exanples in tow of the gable end of the building
(#60 8 #62), andBel chertown's finest exanple of a Gothic Revival cottage (#24). Also
included are nunerous Geek Revival structuresinvery good condition, andtwo comrercial
survivors fromthe Victorian era (#128 #31). Also designed by Henry Kilbum is the
Capp Menorial Library (#38), built i n1885 of Longneadow brownst one and topped by a roof
of Philadelphiared tile. Philetus WIliamBumett designed and built the Beehive house
(#43, photo 3), i n1840. M. Bunett mgrated toCalifom a sonetine before 1848, and
later designed the old State House near Sacranento. The attractive and massive eighteenth
century Congregational Church lends a distinctly NewEngland character t othe Gonmon. The
church (#27) physically domnates t hecenter asit hasdomnated the social, political,
and religious life of the conmunity throughout nost of Belchertown's recorded history.

Gonmer ce

The district has been thecenter of comercial activity since thelate eighteenth century.
Ten of the buildings have at onetinme housed stores' (# 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 12, 16, 18 and 31);
five continue todoso (#1, 2, 5 16, and 31). The first andlast bank ever based i n

Bel chertown (building #1) nysteriously folded i n1829, only four years after conmencing
operations. TheBrick Block (#7) was formerly a store and post office. |t displays
features of the Italianate and Geek Revival styles, andhas suffered no significant
extemal alterations since itsconstructioninthelate 1830's. Tucked away in a coner
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet and attached sketch map, based on assessor's map.
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south of the buildings #31 i s a small wood frame gas station (building #32]. This Col oni al
Revival Structure (built in 1939) features a curvilinear office which projectsout from the
service garage.

Conmuni cat i ons

Jonathan Gout (or Grant), apracticing lawer anda pioneer in the signal or senaphore
system of telegraphy, cane to Belchertown about 1795 andresided inbuilding #5. H was a
resident of this town in 1800 when he sent a nmessage from Boston to Nantucket and received
an answer in 10mnutes. Thefirst official telegraph signal book was published by Julian
Corbett about 1790 and aroused nuch interest andexperinmentation inthe late 18th century.
Senaphore or signal stationswere erected onstone towers or onhigh natural points at

di stances of about 6to 10mles apart. By a conplex systemof ropes and pulleys, the

| arge senaphore bl ades were arranged to form synbols for given letters of the alphabet.
Messages were sent andcould be relayed from point to point. M. Gout erected asignal
tower on Geat Quabbin Muntain inEnfield. There was also a tower East at NewBraintree
and Vst at Mount Hol yoke. CGeographically, Belchertown Center would be anideal |ocation
for astation between Quabbin Muntain and M. Hol yoke. Local l|egend says that asignal
tower was erected onthe roof of building #5 Photo 5, during Revolutionary tines; however,
it isnore likely such atower existed during M. Gout's ownership. The current owner states
the base of the tower isstill visable inthe attic.

I ndustry .

As the soil here is generally not well suited for agriculture, small”"scale manufacturing has,
in past tinmes, played aprominent role in Belchertown's econony. The single nost inportant
nineteenth century industry, andthe one which has enployed the greatest nunber of Belcher-
town's residents, was the carriage industry. Hunphrey Filer's carriage shops (buildings

#16, 17 5 18) conprised one of the four conpani es which once operated within the historic
district.

Bui | dings #9 8 13 once housed a nunber of early nineteenth century hat-nakers. Buildings
#11 8 15were occupied during the sane period by furniture makers. Franklin Dickinson, who
resided inbuilding #18 prospered in the palmleaf industry (md-nineteenth century), as
he found abundant cheap female |abor readily availablelocally. EphraimMntague built

bui l ding #43, Photo 3, with the proceeds from his silkwork business. H's case is unusual,
for the vast majority of silk entrepreneurs lost noney in the nulberry craze which

whi ch swept the Pioneer Valley at that time (c. 1835 to 1845).

Literature

Sarah Law ence Robi nson was the author of Kansas, Itslinterior andExterior Life, and the wife
of Dr. Charles Robinson, the first governor of Kansas. Prior to emgrating to Kansas, Ms.
Robi nson had |ived on Maple St. in Building #63.

Bel chertown native son. Dr. Josiah Gilbert Holland, who was a wi dely-read nineteenth century
author (sales of 500,000 by 1885), described Belchertown center in his novel. Seven Gaks (1875),
Anot her of his novels. MssGilbert's Career (1882), was set in Belchertown Classical School,

a large structure which formerly stood at the north end of the Gmmon. Dr. Holland has [eft
us a graphic descriptionof the picturesque Belchertown center of that era.
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Religion

Wth t he exception of the nondenom national Dwi ght Chapel, Belchertown's churches have al ways
been situated i nthecenter of town. There arethree churches inthe district at the present
time: the Methodist (#8), Photo 5, which was noved here from Springfieldinl872; the Congre-
gational (#27), Photo 1, built i n1789; and the Ronan Catholic (#29). Rev. Tinothy Dw ght
ST.D (1752-1817), thefirst president of Yale Col |l ege, had observed that Bel chertown was
noted for "its thunderstorms and its ecclesiastical controversies.” e such controversyled
to the great schismwithin Belchertown's Congregational Church, which subsequently resulted

in the construction of the Brainard Church (#29) i n1836. The building was |ater converted
into a Baptist Church, and finally in 1922, into a Ronan Catholic Church. The original
Baptist Meeting House (1814-1885) had stood on the site of building #58.

Social History

The earliest known instance i nwhich a Belchertown wonan owned property i n her own nane
involved building #25, 1 n1822. This was later thesite of the fanous rescue-from
slavery kidnapping incident of 1840, which was nuch cel ebrated at thetime i n neighboring
Amherst. The "ki dnappi ng" was one of the only recorded events involving Belchertown's

Bl ack residents.

A nunber of Belchertown residents participated i nthe fanous nineteenth century Ut opian
"experiment" at Oneida, NY. Their unorthodox social relations were thefocus of nuch
controversy. Sone of these "Perfectionists,” as they were known, resided i nand aroundt he
center. (Building #13 within the district; other were nearby.)

Transportation

Near|ly every major road i n Bel chertown passes through the center, including the old road
from Northanpton t oBoston. An eighteenthcentury mlestone by South Main St. near

buil ding #36 i s one of three such markers i n Belchertown situated along this oldroad. Dur-
ing the early nineteenthcentury, Belchertown resident Janes H Oapp rana stagecoach along
part of this route.

Bel chertown's first railroad (running from Palner t oAmherst) was constructedin 1853. The
old hotel (building #60) was undoubtedly erected t oservice theincreased traffic, as this
building isstrategically situated on Maple Street half way between the Gxmon and the site
of the ol d depot.

Bui | ding #35 was erected i n 1918 t ohouse Belchertown's first auto sales agency. The
proprietor was reportedly personally assisted i n establishing theagency by afrequent
Bel chertown visitor, Henry Ford.

As a node representing18th and 19th century settlement, theBelchertown Center Historic
District should be considered t ocontain historic archeological resources. The yards of the
district's houses nmay contain archeological features representing previous sequences of use
which canhelp toexplain thecultural history of the physical landscape. Artifacts, whether
existing m features or as broadcast trash, can supplenent docunentary information as a neans
of interpreting past social and economc life.
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1) Cara IDnght Hazen, "Rem ni scences of Bel chertown 70 Years Ago." Published i n
the "Bel chertown Sentinel" beginning i nJuly 1917.

2) Louis Everts, History of the Connecticut Valley In Massachusetts, (Philadelphia:
J.B. Lippincott 8 (., 1879), pp. 521-33.

3) Stone House Museumrecords, 20 Maple Street, Bel chertown, M

4) Myps of Belchertown dated 1873, 1860, 1855, 1830 " 1794.

5) Hanpshire County Deeds and Probate.
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The northeast comer of the northernnmost property inthe Belchertown Center Historic District
is situated on the west side of the North Main St. (US Route 202) 206" north of the inter-
section of Route 202 and the north side of Jackson St. The boundary then proceeds southeast
across the streetto a point where the south line of Cottage St. intersects east side of North
Main St., this being the northwest comer of the fire station (parcel #19). The boundary runs
thence east along the south line of Cottage St. approximately 210'. |t then turns and runs
south 85 along the east line of the Post Office property (Intrusion A) toan iron pin. The
boundary then runs east along the south line of #10 Cottage St. approximately 125 to the
west line of an unnaned town way which connects Cottage St. with East WaAlnut St. |t then
proceeds north along the west side of said town way until i tintersects the south side of
Cottage St. |t then runs east approximately 145 along the south side of Cottage St. until
it reaches the northeast comer of parcel #22. The boundary then proceeds southwest along

the east line of parcel #22 until it strikes East Walnut St. |t then proceeds southerly
approxi mately 919" following the back property lines of the parcels fronting on Park St. until
it arrives at the southeast corner of the Congregational Church property (parcel #28). It
then tums easterly, running 91' along the south line of the M. Hope Cenetery. At this point,
the boundary tums southerly again running 256" along the east line of parcel #33 until it

strikes Jabish St. |t then crosses Jabish St. to a point where the south side of Jabish St.
intersects the west side of Everett Ave. The boundary then proceeds southwesterly along the
west side of Everett Ave. approximately 165 . |t then turns westerly, following the south
lines of parcels #34 and 35 for 169 where i t strikes the east [ine of the Lawence Menori al
Hal | property (#36). The boundary then proceeds southerly 1,664 along the back property
lines of the parcels fronting South Main St. until it conmes to an iron pin situated on the
west line of the Cold Spring Elementary School property and the north side of an unnaned
access road to said school. The boundary then runs westerly 449" along the north side of the
above nentioned access road to the intersection of this access road with Route 181. The
boundary then continues inthe sane direction (S§¥ across Route 181 to a point where the west
side of Route 181 intersects the south side of the driveway to building #46, said point being
approxi mately 120' south of the northeast comer of parcel #46. The boundary then continues
in roughly the sane direction (S¥ approximtely 335 running parallel with the south [ine of
parcel #47. The boundary then proceeds general |y northwesterly 1,387 tracing the back
property lines of parcels fronting on South Main St. until it reaches the northwest corner of
parcel #52. |t then runs north approximtely 81" to the southwest coner of parcel #54. |t
then continues north another 99° along the west line of parcel #54 where i t cones to a point
which isthe southeast comer of parcel #57 and the southwest comer of parcel #56. The
boundary tums westerly at this point and runs approximately 700" followi ng the back property
lines of the parcels which front Maple St. until it arrives at the southwest comer of parcel
#61. |t then tums northerly running 108 along the west line of parcel #61 to Maple St.,
thence running straight across Maple St. to the southwest corner of parcel #62. The bouncdary

then proceeds N 453* along the west side of parcel #62 until it strikes a stone wall, which

is the south line of the Center School property. | tthen turns and runs along the S line

of the Center School property approximtely 430' to the NE conmer of parcel #65  The boundary
then runs due east across the unnaned access road to Center School until i tstrikes the west
line of parcel #4. 1t then turns and runs 292° northerly along the back |ines of parcels #5,
thence tums N running 60° along the W line of parcel #6, then continues further inthe

sane direction another 55'. |t then turns 285 along the south side and the rear of the

Met hodi st Church property (# 7 8§ 8) until it reaches the NW conmer of the said church
property.
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Fromthis point, the boundary proceeds NW approxi mately 270" across a vacant lotto

the SW coner of parcel #9. It then proceeds NW 80.5 tothe SW corner of parcel
#10, thence N 498" along the back property lines of the parcels fronting Main St. until
it strikes the S side of Jackson St. The boundary then proceeds 190" al ong the back
lines of parcels #15 #16, thence crosses the8 right of way leading toN Min St. which
belongs t othe property at #6 Jackson St., then proceeds 382" around parcels #17 and #18
to the point of beginning onthe W side of N Main St., thus enconpassing thelast two
mentioned parcels within the district.

Also refer tothe attached nap which i s taken fromthe town assessor's naps - sheet 1QC



Hand-drawn map by Thomas J. Morgan based on the

SOUNICE  Town of Belcherfown  Assessor's aps (sheet  it10C)
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Mmini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts

HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
May 6, 1982

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Depart™ient of thelnterior %
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation forms which were originally
submtted t oyour office on March 18, 1982

Bel chertown - Bel chertown Center Historic District
Boston - Donald MKay House

Danvers - Rea-Proctor Honestead

Norwel | - Norwell Village Area

Plymouth - Plymouth Village Historic District

The technical corrections requested by Ms. Byers of your staff have been
nade.

Sincerely,

Candace J"nki i
Regi strat irector

Clllk



