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CONDITION
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Original Site

It is in very poor repair.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ward home is part of a hotel, although a separate structure.
It is a wooden, two story home with

B6riginelly the home faced north, but many years ago it was turned
90 degrees, where it remains, without ‘yéard and squeezed between
larger buildings of lesser age.

It faces east, and is on the side of a steep hill in the north-
central section of the central business district of the citye.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This home was built by Mr. and Mrs, George W. Ward. Mr, Ward was
in insurance, real estate, and loans. He was also a founder and
active in the Japanese Baptist Mission for 26 years.

The land was purchased in 1883 and the Wards lived there until
after 1875, It later passed intc real estate hands, and about 1905
was sold for hotel development.

To nake way for a brick building, the Crest Hotel on Pike, it was

turned 90 degreea on its lot, to face Boren Avenue,

The home was divided into accommoddtions for eight lodgers and is an
annex to the Crest Hotel. ‘

It is one of the very few such examples left-in Seattle, and the only noteworthy
ohe in the downtown areas. It is within walking distance of tourists staying
in any of the several major hotels.
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Ward House
01d Address: 1427 Boren Avenue
Seattle, King County, Washington
New Address: 520 East Denny Way
Seattle, King County, Washington
Relocation approved in principle: November 1985
Listed in National Register on March 16, 1972
ADDENDUM _TO ORIGINAL NOMINATION
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage: less than one
USGS quadrangle: Seattle South, WA (7.5) scale: 1:24,000

UTM References: 10/550900/5273920

Legal Description:
The nominated property is a rectangular parcel of land described thusly: east 387.5
feet of Lot 7, Block 48, and west 30 feet of east 68.5 feet of Lot T, Block 48,
Supplemental Plat of Pontius' 2nd Addition, in Seattle, Washington.

Description of the move:
The process of moving the Ward House began at 2:00 a.m. Sunday, April 6, 1986.
Preparation for the move had taken place in the preceding weeks., During that time,
the house received a new shingle roof to give the house ample time to "dry out." All
seriously deteriorated lath and plaster was removed to lighten the structure before
the move.

The house was jacked up and placed on adjustable dolleys and carefully and profes-
sionally eased on to city streets by the J.W. Dent Moving Company of Seattle. The
total time for the half mile move to the new location was approximately eight hours.
Approximately 10-12 hours elapsed before the house was in final position on the new
site.

The excavation and construction phase of the new basement and garage foundation was
completed while the Ward house was being prepared for the move. After the house was
in its final position, the new basement frame walls were put into position. The
approximate date of completion for this phase was May 10, 1986.

From May 10th to the end of July 1986, the remaining phases of the rehabilitation
were carried to completion. New plumbing, wiring, and air conditioning systems were
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installed. Minor partition changes previously approved in the historic preservation
certification application were completed to accommodate new offices. All walls were
insulated; new gypsum board was installed on the original studs; and the original
door and window frames and trim were reinstalled.

The interior and exterior was primed and painted by Percy's Painting of Seattle.
Plumline Construction of Seattle was the general contractor.

The new owners of the Ward house moved into the property in August 1986. The house
was publically rededicated in November 1986.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I hereby certify that this property reloca-
tion has been evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the

National Park Service
/‘JM fﬂZaV 7/«/37

Sta Historic Preservation Officer Datel I I

FER | 8 1987




