FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Bostoa

1. Town ANDOVER
Address N"32 Sdem Street
Al _
Name David Gray House
Present use RfAfijdmtial
2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") J
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owyner'’"W™Mt Frederick & Emily
|
Description:
Sour ce H ston'r, Housesin Andover
Style Ceor gi an - Feder al
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric  Clapboard
506: Soutn Groveland Quad, 1-25000 Outbuildings (describe) T™m

19/327390/4721300 '
Other features 2" stories: gable roof:
center chimney} pedimented center entry
vestibule w/fluted pilasters; large

12/12 and 8/12 windows; side wing
w/pMImerited dooiVay

Altered Date
Moved Date
5. Lot size:
Mg 27, Parcel 7
One acre or less Over one acre X
Approximate frontage 1692"

Approximate distance of building from street

. co)l

6. Recorded by w, Frontiero "AA—

Organi zati onAndover Historical Conmission

Dat e August 7. 1980

(over)

3ITM7-77



7. Original owner (if known) David G ay
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) anddates sar.e

8. Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Rel i gion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlenment invention
Conmerce I ndustry Social /

Communi cat i on Mlitary humani t ari an
Communi ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of thenes checked above)

No. 232 Salem St i sthought t ohave been built i n 1812 by David Gay, a
farmer (1762-1844). QGay was married first t oSarah Qunmings (i n1788) and second .
to Rebecca Jenkins (1797). The Gay farmdates from 1699, when Robert Gay bought f
land fromhisfather-in-law, Nicholas Holt. I nthe 18thcentury the farmwas
noted for its blacksmth shop (still said t obe standing, a small structure across
the street fromthe dii?lling house) and a grist mill. The builder's father, also naned
David, unexplicablycomitted sxiicide by hanging i n 1767 and becane t he subj ect of
a.reproachful sermon published by the Rev. Phillips, who would not allowa
CKristian burial. David thesonleft hisuninventoried but extensive estateto his
children with careful instructions for negotiating its division, Pearhaps' his father's
untimely death influenced this unusual neasure, explained by his "having experienced
nany di sappoi ntments i nsettlingestates."""

Youngest son Henry Jenkins Gay (m Lydia Sawyer, 1851) inherited nost of the
farm and soon added a cider m Il (the*first power mll for mles aronmd"2)
and a sawmill. Henry was praisedi nhis day as a "nan of resource, well read,
generous and trustworthy, was a neighbor ih.deed, and | oyal t ohone and town (:) he
is amodel of what our farnms should continue t oproduce i nthese days of new
opportunity."® The farmrenained i nthe Gay famly until the1930s. -T.

The solidly proportionedbuilding sits confortably on astill-large estate,
oriented t othe south. The |arge w ndows, center chimey, and substantial
pedi nented entrance carefully anchor and distinguish the house.

The David Gay House i ssignificant (1) forits ancient associationswith
the Gay fandly, and (2) for"is role i ntheagricultxaral econony of Andover.
The propertyrreets Criteria A and Cof theNational Register; it retains integrity
of design, rraterials, worknanship, and setting.
10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawence and Sal em (1086/124; 1085/ 228; 562/593; 287/ 40;
287/ 42; 562/593; Probate Docket Nos. 106888, 40854, 40840, 11592)
Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Gay Famly," "Gay CGeneal ogy" conp. by ' -
Charlotte Hel en Abbott

1 David Gay, Probate Docket No. 70840

2 Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Gay Fam|ly"

A pndover Townsman, 29 Decanber 1899, "Historical Andover No.. 98" Dby
Charlotte Abbott
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;o LGATA 'VINA Thematic Group
Name Town of Andover Multiple Resource Area
Sate n
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
21. Cochran, Jehiel, House Entered in the deeper OCAN* -* - ANNNEN N AN
Nat i onal Begi ster
Attest
frtr’vva -tn the
22. Dasoomb House Hari“nal'fiegister Keeper ,p<:U.£.72y"*-"N  Alll-a
ool Attest
23. west Parish Center District j*tArrrrrrnnn an Keeper XASN ANN_NN]y T[N
Attest
Acadeny Hill Historic District ; N j AN AR yALN AN NPT A
Attest
25 Flint Farm Entered i nthe. Keeper OduU~M~N .
Nat i onal Begl at er n
Attest
26. Follansbee House LAter. deeper c AMM ANMNA )N N[ANY
Attest
Entered inthe . N
27. Frye, Nathan, House Nat i onal Begl ster Keeper p‘jilI*MtAAN NAyn Wi
Attest
28. Gray, David, House f"WrifgnHve Heé™ —  Keeper  (jI/f,d™»AAutL4A Kk /O t ~
Attest /LcuA  AuNuM}  Itj1NdiE?
29. Harding, Sarah H., House  Nai o "Begister Keeper peM-"M--AN
Attest
30. Harnden Farm Entered in the Keeper /O M-t * N APEyn Olro/in
N N

Kational Beglster

Attest
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