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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Friendship House has been maintained in excellent condition. The
rear portion of the building is an early addition, date unknown.
The only other modifications are minor front entrance alterations
and exterior remodeling and renewal to suit the modern needs of
the residents.

The two-story building is constructed of brick and masonry. Included
in its fine features are elliptical and round-arched openings, richly
bracketed cornices, low-pitched hip roof, and an elegant cupola
(widow's walk) crowning the composition. A wrought iron rail defines
a small porch above the entrance foyer. At the front line of its

60' x 150' City lot is a wrought iron fence with decorative swinging

The rear lot line is adjacent to the City's Central City Urban

Renewal Project. Latest plans will greatly enhance the immediate
environment of the building, thus enhancing the building.itself. In-
cluded will be extensive landscaping, removal of overhead wires, street
closing (Ontario Avenue), and more.
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STATEMENT OF SlGNIFICANCg

This attractive example of the Italian Villa Style is believed to
have been built in the early 1870's for John Pfieler, proprietor

of the Park Hotel, formerly located in the same city block. Its
distinct features are among the best of that style in the city. The
architectural office of A. L. Weeks was directly across the street
from Friendship House, and it is believed that Mr. Weeks was its
architect.

The home changed hands a first time in 1885 when George Cole, a
prominent local real estate investor bought it. 1In 1910 it was
sold again, this time to the Kohler Foundation. Since then it has
served as Friendship House for hundreds of Sheboygan County's
neglected, delinquent, and dependent children, providing living and
learning experiences and a place for basic social behavior traits
to be nurtured.




1870, '71, '72 City Assessment Records (Lot 4, Block 105, D.P.)
City Directorles - 1888 and others (Under Pfleler)
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Speech on Friendship House - 2 pages, September 23, 1964 ) Landmarks, Ltd
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Erik A. Jensen, Rehabilitation Planner

ORGANIZATION DATE

Department of City Development, Redevelopment Authority 18 November 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

828 Center Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Sheboygan _ _ Wisconsin 55

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been 3 ———
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set Ww

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - - -
orth bY Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local ]
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